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“Their appearance and their workings were as though a wheel (ofan) were within a wheel.” This
means: like a small wheel within a large wheel, in which, above, the large wheel that surrounds the
small wheel is higher than the small wheel, while below, at the bottom, the small wheel is above the

large one.
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So too is “the spirit of the chayah (living creature) in the wheels.” It does not say “the spirit of the
chayos,” [even] though there are in fact four chayos in the Chariot. Rather, the point is that for
there to be the spirit [in the wheels, it comes] specifically from a very lofty place, before which

above and below are equal. For what is higher is able to descend and spread downward.
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And this is the well-known “spirit of the chayah”: it is the level of the totality of the four chayos,
whose totality is the level of adam (man). For “the face of a lion [is] on the right” and “the face of an
ox on the left,”
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whereas the level of adam has no right and left. Therefore it is called adam: “I will be likened

(adameh) to the Most High,” to the adam upon the Throne, etc.
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Now, as it is with the wheels, so it is in the entire chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus), from
the loftiest of all levels: they are in the manner of “as though a wheel were within a wheel,” for a cir-

cle encompasses everything below, etc.
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Therefore, on the festival of Shavuos [there is] a revelation of the fiftieth gate (which comes after
the forty-nine days of the Counting). These [days] are from the level of the seven Names that may
not be erased, which are the level of expansion, at the level of the light that fills all worlds (memalei

kol almin), so that there is the level of above and below, head and foot, etc.
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But the fiftieth gate is what includes and encompasses all the levels, and there, there is no level of
above and below at all. In it the Torah was given to Israel: the positive commandments and the pro-
hibitions, the drawing down of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) into physical action. This is the mean-

ing of the “crown of Torah,”
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like a crown (koteres) and a diadem that is upon the head, above, in a manner that has no aspect of
head and foot, etc. That is why it spreads below just as above. And it is like the matter of the wheel

within the wheel, mentioned above.
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Now, this drawing down is through the level of Moshe. “Moshe would speak,” for of him it is said,

“You made him a little less than G-d,” for all forty-nine gates of Binah (understanding) were given
over to him. Because of this he was close to the fiftieth gate, to draw down from it.

5y ORP RIAPMT NI 7720 77710 RIP™ 2”Y A1 RNOKRTIY D200 MTR 270 RIT Pwnn 131?1

J1 71 Pwnm RAp RO wn

Therefore it was he who drew down the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy, as is found in the Zohar on
“And he called: Havayah, Havayah,” etc., that “and he called” refers to Moshe: it was he who called

and drew down Havayah, etc.
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(And the meaning of the verse [is]: “And Havayah passed before him,” before Moshe, “and he

called”: Moshe.) [These Attributes] are the sources of the chain of descending worlds
(hishtalshelus), Atzilus, etc.
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And this is the meaning of “keeping kindness” (notzer chesed). Notzer [has] the letters of tzinor (a
channel) and the letters of ratzon (will). Notzer also means “guarding”: it is the level of keeping in

thought, in a state of concealment, before it comes to revelation.
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This is not so with “and doing kindness” (ve’oseh chesed) that is in this world: “doing” is the level
of tikkun (putting in order), as in “and she shall do her nails.” That is, [it is] the level and rank of
Avraham, the Chesed (kindness) of Atzilus. Therefore “keeping kindness” is written before “visit-

ing the iniquity of the fathers.”
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For “visiting the iniquity of the fathers” comes after the close of the Thirteen Attributes, which
close with “and cleanses” (ve’nakeh). Whereas “and doing kindness” is written after “visiting the
iniquity of the fathers,” because it is the level of the Chesed that is within the order of the chain of

descent.

210 WA PR N2 RITW P MPWRNWwT 9707 19Yn 19Yynbw T0M NIPNA RO 700 9311 O7RWn

Whereas “keeping kindness” is the level of a Chesed that is far above the order of the chain of de-

scent, except that it is the level of source and root, etc.
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And of the two levels of Chesed (kindness) mentioned above it is said, “to thousands” (l1a’alafim),

etc. This means thousands of levels. And what levels means is that they are level after level.
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That is, for example, the level of the lower Gan Eden, which [comes] after this world: there must be
a river of fire (nehar dinur) separating [them], in which to immerse, so that the physical faculty of
memory may be forgotten from him. For since he remembers physical things, he cannot delight in
Gan Eden.
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Therefore, when one ascends from the lower Gan Eden to the upper, there must also be a river of
fire, to forget the comprehension and delight of the lower Gan Eden. It is like what we find in the
Gemara: Rabbi Zeira fasted a hundred fasts so that he would forget the Babylonian Talmud, etc.,
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even though he had studied the Babylonian Talmud with awe and love (bidechilu u’rechimu), to the
point that the fire had no power over him, as is known from the story of “the little one with the
scorched legs” (Katina charich shakei).
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And so there are thousands of levels, level after level, ascent after ascent. So too in the drawing

down from above to below, there are
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many tzimtzumim (contractions), contraction after contraction, until the upper Gan Eden is the
delight of created beings. And they are called alafim (thousands) because their root is the level of

alefs (alfin): the spelling-out (milui) of the Name Mah, Havayah spelled out with alefs.
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And the meaning of this alef: it is the alef of Ehe-yeh, “I am destined and ready to be revealed,” for

the alef denotes the future,
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and also, every descent of the drawings-down is at the level of alef. For an alef is a yud above, a yud
below and avav in the middle,
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to show that the drawing down, which is the vav, comes through tzimtzum (contraction), which is
the yud at the top. For without the contraction there could not be a drawing down and revelation in

another manner; rather, everything would be one thing.
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Afterward the drawing down contracts again, to be like the level of a yud below, so that from there
will come a level of contraction and another drawing down. And thus
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is the order of the whole chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus): all of them are levels of alefs.
And this is [the meaning of] “to thousands” (la’alafim), both in “doing kindness,” at the level of

Avraham, the Chesed (kindness) of Atzilus, and in “keeping kindness,” the level of Moshe.
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Now, the level of Avraham, in “doing kindness,” is drawn down only into Atzilus, where “He and

His life-forces are one,” for this drawing down is from the seven Names that may not be erased,
which is in the forty-nine days of the Counting; there too there are thousands of levels.
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But the level of “keeping kindness,” the level of Moshe, is in the fiftieth gate, which is Keser (the

Crown), the six hundred and twenty pillars of light, like a pillar that joins above and below.
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Therefore he drew down also into Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, the separate worlds, [as in] “from

there it divides,” etc. “Moshe, you have spoken well”: Rava was of the level of Moshe. And Rav Yosef

said, “Master of Avraham,” for each one recognizes his own level.
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And all the heads of yeshivos in every generation are of the level of Moshe, for indeed he is the one
who draws down awe and love (dechilu u’rechimu). (And see what is written on “And he spoke to
the heads of the tribes,” etc.)
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