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“And he took from what came to his hand a gift (minchah) for Eisav his brother,” etc. Now, all the
offerings are called by the name minchah, as it is written, “And Hevel, he too brought of the
firstlings of his flock and of their fats; and Havayah turned to Hevel and to his offering

(minchaso),” etc.
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(Although there was a meal-offering (minchah) as an offering in its own right, such as the minchah
of fine flour and the [minchah of the| pan, etc. But the whole Torah is general and particular; and
likewise prayer, which corresponds to the offerings: all the prayers in general are called minchah,
and the Minchah prayer in its own right is a particular. And see the responsa Emunas Shmuel, sec-
tion 20.)
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Thus the firstlings of his flock were called by the name minchah. This will be understood through
an introduction. For it is known that it is written, “I, Havayah, have not changed,” and “no thought
can grasp Him,” and He is not within the category of worlds at all; and even so, it is written, “For all
is from You.”
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But it is through a radiance and illumination, “His splendor is over earth and heaven,” etc. And
even this illumination itself, from His blessed essence: the worlds could not receive life-force and
flow [from it], so as to exist as revealed worlds, except through hishtalshelus, that is, like a chain: an

illumination, and an illumination of an illumination.
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And everything that descends and devolves lower and lower is an illumination of an illumination
from what is above it, etc. And all the kinds of levels, in the many divisions of the worlds, and the

ascents and descents, are all in the mode of radiance and illumination, whether much or little.
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And in this there are several kinds of levels, one above the other, such as the World to Come, and
the Resurrection of the Dead, and the seventh millennium, “the day that is entirely Shabbos and
rest for life everlasting,” which is ascent after ascent; and all of it is in the radiance and the illumi-

nation, etc.
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Now, there are two kinds of hishtalshelus. [There is] the descent of the lights into vessels in the
mode of the inner [light] (pnimi), which is according to the vessel, so that the vessel is able to de-
limit it.
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And there is [descent] in the mode of the encompassing [light] (makif), that is, [light] that is not lim-
ited in a vessel. This will be understood in the service of G-d that is in the heart, which is prayer
with fiery flashes.
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When the love comes from contemplation that He is your life and the life of the life of all the worlds,
from this is drawn forth the soul’s longing, as much as it can bear, according to its temperament

and nature.
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This is not so when the love comes because he takes to heart and reflects in the depth of the heart
that it is written, “I, Havayah, have not changed,” and “no thought can grasp Him,” etc. Because of
this, the soul of every living being will yearn out toward Him, to be nullified in its existence and to

be truly included in the One.
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Therefore, when he also takes to heart his distance from the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He,

how the soul has descended, and fallen astonishingly, into the world of separation (alma de-

peruda), etc.,
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the love will intensify even more than [the soul] can bear, until the soul has no strength to contain
the great love. And this is the level of “with all your might (me’odecha),” with surpassing strength,
etc.
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Now, it is written, “The face of a lion to the right, and the face of an ox from the left.” The face of the
ox is lower than the rank of the lion in the Chariot, for the face of the lion is to the right, etc. And

yet, below in this world, the ox is a pure domestic animal, while the lion is an impure wild beast.
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The explanation is that, on the contrary, what is above, at a higher rank, has no enclothement in a

vessel below, so that its quality would be revealed as it is above, in holiness.
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For example, the lion, which is the level of Gevurah, “mighty as a lion”: it is an intensification of
the light, exceedingly great, to the point that its holiness cannot rest and be revealed below in a
vessel that is included in holiness, as with a pure animal, except by way of the falling of the light
into the 288 sparks of the shattering of the vessels, into the three impure kelipos.
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And then it is the level of an impure beast, which receives life-force from the fallen sparks of the

lion of holiness.
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But [this is| not through a revelation of the level of the lion by way of hishtalshelus and enclothe-
ment, as with a pure animal, but only as an encompassing [light] (makif) from above. And this is

the level of frankincense (levonah), etc., as is explained elsewhere.
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And this is why Eisav was the firstborn, for he is from the level of “before a king reigned,” etc., “in
Mount Seir,” “in the land of Edom,” etc.
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And Eisav was the source of the seven kings who reigned, etc., “and he died, and [another] reigned;
and he died, and [another] reigned,” etc., which is the level of the placenta that surrounds the fetus,

which precedes the fetus.
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But the main thing is the child that is born, and when it comes out the placenta is thrown away,
etc., for it receives only the encompassing [light]. Therefore of them it is said, “Havayah is high
above all nations.” And Yaakov is yud eikev (a Yud [and] a heel): “Havayah our G-d,” and “You shall

love Havayah your G-d,” etc.
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Although the Yud is a contracted illumination (“is it not a small one?”), it can enter within [as an
inner light], and the vessel can receive only through tzimtzum, like the Yud, etc.,
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so that from this he will have fiery flashes and ardor in prayer and the like; for because it is a small

illumination, the heart has the strength to contain it.

57321 .RIPNT 1PIAR 17R7 1PNIZNa 1WTR YR 0970 Miwabnn vy 973 nhynbn mphr nownm
219 NIPPMY MR 110 00X MT2IY 02 197 7790 71a0°3 X9 MaRn

And the drawing down of G-dliness from above is also through enclothement in vessels, “Who has
sanctified us with His commandments,” the 248 limbs of the King. And in the days of the
Patriarchs, when the Torah had not been given, they had other forms of service, such as wells and

rods, etc.
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This is not so with the idolaters: since He is high and exalted above them, that is, only in the mode
of the encompassing [light], He does not enter within their inner being so that they would be nulli-
fied before Him; rather, [each] is a separate entity (yesh) unto itself, which has no connection at all
[with Him], even though they call Him “the G-d of gods.”
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Now, the offerings are the raising of mayin nukvin (feminine waters), to be “a pleasing fragrance
(rei’ach nicho’ach)”: that is, just as fragrance restores the soul, so the offerings raise mayin nukvin
in the mode of fragrance, so that there will be nicho’ach to Havayah, the revelation, drawing down

and resting of His Shechinah, so that the level of G-dliness will rest and be revealed in his soul.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/vayishlach/5/ 6

10



TORAH OHR - PARSHAS VAYISHLACH - MAAMAR 5 N9 1R “be a030 7% XA 173 np,1

A9ANM D19 TY 9°YR ROYR MIPPR MIDTONWTY 77070 RITOW 13007 77070 1w mInt
Wnn 1017171927 19102 DR w2

And this is nicho’ach, a term of descent: that there be a descent and devolution of G-dliness from

level to level, until it enters and is revealed in the person’s soul, within him and in his very inner

being.
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And the reason is that the matter of raising mayin nukvin is like bringing the king something new,
so that he will turn to a request that is small and lowly in comparison with the king’s greatness and
rank.

N92717 92 Y 113 7900 25 wnn RN wIN 12T YT

For through something new one draws the king’s heart, as through a talking bird.
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Although people speak with much greater understanding, yet because of the novelty that a bird
should speak, through this one will draw and arouse “the heart of kings, which is unsearchable,” to

turn to the commoner’s request.
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Therefore the raising of mayin nukvin depends specifically on an arousal from below, [that of] the
souls of Israel who are enclothed in a body, etc. Although the angels stand at the heights of the
world, and constantly, since the six days of Creation, without pause, they say “Holy” with awe, and
also speak with greater knowledge, for their comprehension is great and immense, and they de-
light in G-d without end.
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This is not so below, where there are many alien thoughts that distract and cast down a person’s
heart; and even the love that he arouses passes and fades and has interruptions, etc.
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Yet [it is precious| because of the novelty in this; for this power that a person below has to speak

comes from eating and drinking.
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And one who does not eat for three days becomes weak and does not have the full power of speech;
and likewise several hindrances that depend on physicality, such as the hindrance of cold, etc.
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Thus the power of speech below, whose life-force comes from physical things, is something very
precious in G-d’s eyes, like the parable of the bird mentioned above. And likewise all the offerings,
sheep and goats, come from the enclothement in [the worlds of]| Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, etc.
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Therefore, when it rises above, it is something new, which is not seen in this way in the higher
worlds; and therefore they are what raise mayin nukvin, and therefore they are called by the name
minchah.
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[The word] minchah (7nin) [begins with] the initials of mayin nukvin (7”»). The ches is Chochmah
and the eighth mazal, notzer chesed, which flows into the heh: “behibar’am,” “with a heh He creat-
ed them,” which is the level of Knesses Yisrael (the Community of Israel). (Minchah is also a term

related to nicho’ach.)
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Now, of the Time to Come it is written, “For then I will turn the peoples to a pure language,” etc.
And likewise King David, peace be upon him, said, “Make known His deeds among the peoples,”
and it is written, “Render to Havayah, O families of the peoples,” etc., “And let them say among the
nations,” etc.
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And [we need] to understand why we should mention the idolaters. But the matter is that all the re-
finements (beirurim) are from the level of the peoples, where the 288 sparks fell.
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And this is through the level of levonah (frankincense), which is the encompassing [light] over

them, so that it will be refined and rise above in holiness, and Eisav will be at his high rank, “before

a king reigned,” etc., from the World of Tohu, in holiness.
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For Yaakov, yud eikev, is the level of the inner [light]: “He established a testimony in Yaakov and set
a Torah in Israel”; and “you are called adam (man),” adam, [equal in number to the Name| Mah,
the World of Tikkun.
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And in the Time to Come Eisav, too, will be refined, who is from the World of Tohu, the level of the
encompassing [light], so that it will be an encompassing [light] of holiness, and everything will be
included in Yaakov, so that Yaakov will also have the level of the encompassing [light], which is a
higher level and rank, the Name Sag, which is greater than the Name Mah; and “a woman of valor,”

etc.
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Now, as is the drawing down from above, so must be the mayin nukvin from below. And in order to
draw down the level of the supernal encompassing [light] of holiness, there must be a raising of
mayin nukvin in the mode of the encompassing [light], that is, beyond what his soul can bear, as

mentioned above.
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And especially when he sees in his soul the lowliness caused by the many thoughts that oppress,
distract and cast down, then he must “cry out to G-d in his distress,” beyond what his soul can

bear.
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Therefore, when Yaakov saw Eisav below rising against him, he offered a minchah, which is a rais-
ing [of mayin nukvin], to Eisav his brother, who is above, from the World of Tohu, where he is his
brother.
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For Yaakov has two levels, ratzo and shov: shov in the level of yud eikev, and ratzo in the level of
complete self-nullification (bittul), etc., in order to draw down the level of the supernal encom-
passing [light].
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And then Eisav who is below will be nullified of himself, and then “For then I will turn the peoples”
will be fulfilled; for the deeds of the fathers are a sign for the children, since through their deeds

they made a preparation for their children in the Time to Come.
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Now, the raising of mayin nukvin of Tikkun is revealed and known to us through the Torah: “two
young bulls,” etc.; on Pesach thus, and on Shavuos thus, etc.
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But the raising of mayin nukvin to the World of Tohu, “none among us knows how much”: how,
and what the offerings are, and what measure; only Yaakov our father, peace be upon him, knew
their matter.
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And so he sent offerings, “two hundred she-goats,” etc., which are other offerings, not written in
the Torah among the offerings of Tikkun, and other measures.
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Therefore he also offered camels, which are impure in the offerings of Tikkun. But concerning the

offerings of Tohu it is written, “Who can bring forth the pure from the impure?” etc.
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For there, “darkness is like light,” etc.; “small and great are there,” etc.; “He equalizes and makes

equal,” etc. And this is the matter of “and he embraced him”: that Eisav embraced Yaakov.
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And everywhere it is the male who embraces, as it is written, “and his right hand embraces me”:
the giver embraces the receiver and surrounds him on every side, to lift him upward, etc. And this
is because Eisav’s root is from the level of the encompassing [light], from the World of Tohu.
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But the way by which he will reach this is through “and he passed before them,” the level of “and

he” (vehu), etc.; and afterwards, “he bowed to the ground seven times,” the level of falling on the
face (nefilas apayim), to gather sparks.
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“Until he came near (gishto) to his brother”: the meaning is, until he felt his way (gishesh) and en-
countered his brother, that is, until he gathered the good that is in Eisav, the level of levonah;
through this he is Yaakov’s brother, for the encompassing and the inner [lights] were taken from

one place.
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And then, “Eisav ran to meet him.” Eisav |[here| is the power enclothed in the physical Eisav,
[which] ran from below upward toward him, like the parable of candles that are nullified to a torch
when their light is brought near the light of the torch, etc.
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And after the level of the good in him was refined, then “he embraced him,” from above downward,

for the supernal encompassing [light] also entered into Yaakov.
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It follows that all the levels mentioned above were included in Yaakov. And through this, “he kissed
him,” the level of kisses; and it is dotted above, the level of points (nekudos), which is the level of
Chochmabh. This is because in the shattering there was a withdrawal of Chochmah, and now, after

the refinement, it was revealed.
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And afterwards, “and they wept.” Now, weeping comes from joy or from bitterness; for through a

contraction in the brain, it expels the superfluities in the moisture of the tears.
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And [weeping] through joy is as written in the Zohar on Shir HaShirim concerning Rabbi Akiva,
that his eyes flowed with tears, etc. And this is because joy is the expansion of the life-force, as it is

written, “Good news fattens the bone.”
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And as in the story of Vespasian, etc., it is the flow of the blood in the veins, and likewise in the
spirit of life within him, and likewise in the drawing down of new mochin; for there are the stages

of ibbur (gestation), yenikah (nursing) and mochin.
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Now, when there is a vessel below to receive the joy, it spreads out and gives new mochin; and like-
wise through it the spirit of life spreads out, to “fatten the bone,” as mentioned above. But when
the vessel below is too small to contain it, it gathers in the brain and expels the superfluities in the

moisture of the tears.
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And this was also the case with Yaakov and FEisav: there was a revelation of the level of Keser, very
high above, etc., and there was great joy that the very highest was brought so close to what had fall-
en very low, at a distance, in the shattering of the vessels.
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Eisav and Yaakov were like two brothers who had not seen each other for a long time, since the
shattering of the vessels took place. And this is what is said of the Time to Come, “With weeping
they will come”: specifically through the level of weeping, which is through the revelation of the

higher levels, etc.; “and with supplications I will lead them to streams of water.”
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