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“And he rose up that night, and he took his two wives,” etc., “and he crossed the ford of the Yabbok;

and he took them and brought them across the stream,” etc.
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The meaning [of the name] Yabbok (7”2 is [the initials of] yichud berachah u-kedushah, the union
of blessing and holiness. The matter is as follows. It is written, “Your fathers dwelt of old beyond the
river”; and the meaning of “the river” is the level of Binah (understanding), as it is written, “And a

river went out of Eden,” etc.
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The root of the Patriarchs is from beyond the river, that is, from the level of Keser (the Crown),
which is above the river mentioned above; only that from there the Patriarchs were drawn down
and brought low, below, to the other side of the river, into Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes) of

Atzilus. (And see in the Zohar, Parshas Emor, what is said on this [verse].)
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And Yaakov, who wished to draw down to himself the encompassing [light] (makif) of Tohu men-
tioned above, which is before Atzilus, needed first to cross the river mentioned above.
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And this is “and he crossed the ford of the Yabbok,” for the level of the union of blessing and holi-
ness is entirely the level of the river mentioned above, through which all the flows of influence and
the union of the supernal lights are drawn down, as it is written, “And a river went out of Eden to

water the garden,” etc.
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And when he had crossed the river and reached the level that is above the river mentioned above,

he was then not far from the encompassing [light] of Tohu mentioned above, which is before

Atzilus. And this is “and he brought across what was his”: everything that he had rectified, he

raised it all up there.
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But he himself still remained below, as it is written, “And Yaakov was left alone,” for he wished to
refine Eisav, who was still in the state of the shattering, as the angels had informed him, etc. And

this is the matter of “and a man wrestled with him,” as is known.
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To understand Yaakov’s intention as a whole in drawing the encompassing [light] of Tohu into the
World of Tikkun (Rectification), and so that this will also be understood in the service of G-d:
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Now, it is known that Yaakov is the level of Tiferes (beauty), which joins two opposites, namely
Chesed and Gevurah; for the essence of Tiferes is through the inclusion of two opposites together
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(as with colors: when two or three colors are combined together, that is the essence of beauty), and

[it is] the drawing down and revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) in the middle line, etc.
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Therefore he also wished to join and unite the encompassing [light] of Tohu with the inner light (or
pnimi) of Tikkun, which are also two opposites, so that they would be joined together; and then
there would be a revelation of the Infinite Light. (And see in the Zohar, Parshas Terumah, page
175b, on [the verse] “And the middle bar,” and there, page 176a.)
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The explanation of the matter: there are two levels in the service of G-d. The first is love like fiery
flashes, with very great intensity, to leave the body and to separate from the wick, etc.

R 199 @Iy MSYANIN 290 $99° R 55 MR 19°97% 297 995 1RW (737 nanx] 7R N2 RN

13T I PRI NRYD A 1913 9953 Ty Bov

This is the level of ahavah rabbah (great love), which the vessel of the heart cannot contain, for the

heart cannot contain the immense excitement. Therefore [the soul] cannot remain in the vessel of

its body, and it desires to leave its sheath, the matter of the body.
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The second is the level of an arousal that settles within the vessel of the heart, and its main point is
the drawing down of G-dliness from above to below, specifically into vessels, “vessels of diverse

kinds,” in Torah and mitzvos. And this is the matter of ratzo and shov (running and returning).
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Now, the level of the World of Tohu mentioned above was in the mode of ratzo (running); therefore
the lights departed from the vessels, like the great love [that seeks] to separate from the wick and

the vessels, etc.
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But Tikkun is the mode of shov (returning), which is the level of Torah and mitzvos; and “against
your will you live,” to be within the body, in order to draw down the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) into

vessels, “vessels of diverse kinds.”
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And this was also the difference among those four who entered the Pardes: Ben Azzai gazed and
died; and Ben Zoma gazed and was harmed; only Rabbi Akiva entered in peace and left in peace.
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For Ben Azzai was in the mode of the ratzo of the great love mentioned above, in the mode of the

soul’s expiring (klos hanefesh), and he did not wish to be brought low into the mode of shov.

Therefore he did not wish to marry a wife, and he said, “It is possible for the world to be sustained

through others.”
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Therefore he gazed and died, for he departed entirely from the vessel, as mentioned above, for
“love is fierce as death,” etc. However, this is not the way of the Torah, which is in the mode of

Tikkun, for “He formed it to be inhabited,” and “against your will you live.”
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Therefore Rabbi Akiva, who was from the level of Tikkun, entered in peace and left in peace, for his
mayin nukvin and mayin duchrin (feminine and masculine waters), that is, the ratzo and shov,

were in the right measure and blend: according to the ratzo, so was the shov afterwards.
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And this is “entered in peace,” etc.: it is the level of the middle line, which unites and joins the two
lines, right and left, which are the levels of ratzo and shov.
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Therefore his raising of mayin nukvin, which is the matter of his entering the Pardes, was in the
right measure and blend, in the mode of ratzo and shov: he entered in peace, in the mode of mayin
nukvin, and left in peace, in the mode of drawing down mayin duchrin, the mode of shov. (And see
what is written in Parshas Vayeitzei concerning “in peace,” two levels of peace; see there, in the
discourse beginning “Vehayah.”)
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This is not so with Ben Azzai, whose root was from the level of Tohu, where there is the level of two
lines, as mentioned above in connection with “And he divided...into two camps.”
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Therefore there was no joining of ratzo and shov in the right blend, and he gazed and died, etc.,
[through] the overpowering of the ratzo, etc.
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And therefore Rabbi Akiva was the source of the whole Oral Torah, for an anonymous Mishnah is
Rabbi Meir, and an anonymous Sifra is Rabbi Yehudah, etc., and all of them follow Rabbi Akiva.
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This is because the Torah, too, is from the level of Tikkun, and in it is the inclusion of the two oppo-
sites of ratzo and shov, as it is written, “From His right hand, a fiery law for them,” etc. Therefore

the revelation of the Torah was through Rabbi Akiva, who had this quality, as mentioned above.
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Now Yaakov’s intention to unite and join the encompassing [light] of Tohu with the lights and ves-
sels of Tikkun will be understood: that is, that there always be ratzo and shov in a single blend, so
that according to the ratzo, so is the shov; that is, that there be great love like fiery flashes, to sepa-

rate from the wick, etc.
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And even so, there will afterwards be the mode of shov, to unify: “against your will you live,” in or-

der to draw the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) down below specifically through Torah and mitzvos (as is

written in Tanya, chapter 53).
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And this is the union and joining of the encompassing [light] of Tohu with the vessels of Tikkun.
And this is what is said of Yaakov, “And he brought him wine.” And the Zohar explains that he
poured water into the wine.
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For wine is the level of ratzo, Gevuros and fiery flashes [rising] from below upward; and Yaakov

poured water, the level of shov.
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Therefore “and he brought him wine,” etc., is with two te’amim (cantillation notes), which is the in-
clusion of ratzo and shov, water and wine, etc.
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And therefore it is stated that Yaakov is the perfection of the Patriarchs, for [he was] not like
Avraham, from whom Yishmael came forth. Because Avraham was the attribute of simple Chesed
(kindness), without blending, he therefore spread out excessively, to the point that he said, “If only
Yishmael,” etc.
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And Yitzchak was in the mode of Gevurah (restraint), etc. But Yaakov is the perfection of the

Patriarchs, the inclusion of the opposites, ratzo and shov, as mentioned above.
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