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“And Yaakov said: ‘G-d of my father Avraham...”” This means that he prayed that the holy encom-
passing lights (makifim) of the Patriarchs be drawn down to him, to help him so that he could draw
down the encompassing light (makif) of Tohu mentioned above, so that it be revealed below; and
through this also [would come about] “Rescue me, please, from the hand of Eisav...”, [the Eisav]
who is below.
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“And he divided the people... into two camps....” Now, the reason he divided [them]| into two camps
specifically will be understood on the basis of the well-known introduction: that the main differ-
ence between the World of Tohu (Chaos) and the World of Tikkun (Rectification) [is as follows].
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In the World of Tohu the Sefiros were separate, one beneath the other; but in the World of Tikkun
they are in the configuration of lines, that is, three lines: right, left and center.
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The center line is what joins and also unites the two lines of right and left so that they become
merged together, as is known that Tiferes is the mediator between Chesed and Gevurah and joins
them together.
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Therefore Israel, who are on the level of Tikkun, say “Holy” three times specifically; and it is also
written of them, “You shall be to Me a treasure (segulah),” for the segol [vowel] is three dots, the as-

pect of right, left and center....
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But in the World of Tohu, where they were in a state of separation, one beneath the other, and were

not united together, this is only the level of two lines: Chesed is by itself and Gevurabh is by itself.
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And as the explanation of these matters is written elsewhere: the point is that in Tohu the lights
were many and the vessels few.
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And therefore, because of the smallness of the vessel relative to the light, the vessel cannot contain
two opposites, Chesed and Gevurah, together.
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By way of analogy, in a person: one whose intellect is small cannot contain two opposites at all;
rather, if he inclines his intellect toward acquittal, he will then find no reasoning at all toward guilt,

and will not tolerate any leaning toward guilt in his heart, but only goodness and kindness alone.
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And conversely, when he inclines toward guilt, he will not tolerate any leaning toward acquittal at

all. It follows that he is always in only one line: at times in the right line, toward acquittal, and at
times in the left line, toward guilt.
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Thus the lines are separate, for when he is in the mode of Chesed he cannot tolerate the mode of
judgment, and likewise the reverse. And this is what is called the level of two lines: Chesed is by it-

self and Gevurabh is by itself.
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But in Tikkun, where Tiferes decides between Chesed and Gevurah, this means that even at the
time of judgment there can also be a leaning toward acquittal, and likewise the reverse, because in

Tikkun the lights are few and the vessels many.
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It follows that the vessel is broad enough to receive even two opposites. It is like a person whose
mind is broad: he can tolerate two opposites together, and they dwell [together]| in his mind and
heart.
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[He sees]| that from this side there is reason to acquit, even though from another side there is rea-
son to convict.... Thus in Tikkun Chesed and Gevurah are united together, and this is the idea of
three lines. (And see what is written on this below, in Parshas Yisro, in the maamar beginning “To

understand the explanation of the idea that the Patriarchs are themselves the Chariot.”)
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However, in this episode of Yaakov and Eisav, where Yaakov needed to draw down to himself the

encompassing light of Tohu, which is the level of the light of Tohu that is without limit..., therefore

he needed to raise mayin nukvin (the “feminine waters”) there.
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And it is known that the mayin nukvin must be according to the manner of the drawing-down that

one wishes to draw down, because as the manner of the ascent is, so is the drawing-down.
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And since this is so, since in Tohu there were only two lines, as mentioned above, therefore Yaakov
also needed to make himself in this pattern.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And he divided the people... into two camps”: to be in the pattern of
the World of Tohu, where [the Sefiros] were one beneath the other and not in the configuration of
three lines, as mentioned above; and through this he would connect with the World of Tohu, to

draw down the encompassing light (or makif)....
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And from this very reason, the reason why Yaakov offered the gift (minchah) of “two hundred she-

goats...” will be understood. For this gift is the raising of mayin nukvin to draw down the encom-

passing light mentioned above.
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And it is along the lines of the sacrifices, which are the raising of mayin nukvin to draw down
mayin duchrin (the “masculine waters”), as is known. Nevertheless, his gift was not in the manner
and law of the sacrifices in the Torah.... For the practice of the sacrifices is with pure animals, and

slaughtered ones specifically. Yet the slaughtering is valid [when done] by a non-priest.
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And we do not find a sacrifice in the Torah [offered] alive, except the goat [sent] to Azazel; and also

in the sacrifices, they offered [on the altar] only the fat and the blood.
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But this gift that Yaakov sent to Eisav included impure animals too, as it is written, “nursing

camels...”; and also, they were alive and not slaughtered.
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And the explanation is that the raising of mayin nukvin, which is Yaakov’s gift, is in order to draw

down mayin duchrin from the level of the encompassing light of the World of Tohu.
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And the mayin nukvin and mayin duchrin of the World of Tohu are different, and of another man-

ner, from the mayin nukvin and mayin duchrin of the World of Tikkun, which is the matter of the

sacrifices in the Torah, for the Torah is from the level of the World of Tikkun of Atzilus.
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That is, the World of Tikkun is the level of inner light, where the lights are contracted and grasped
within the vessel; and since the light can settle within the vessel, this is an indication that the light
has already been contracted through many contractions, as is written in Etz Chaim that in Tikkun
the lights are few....
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Therefore the Torah, which is drawn from there, is also in the mode of precise details and

contractions.
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Therefore the order of raising the mayin nukvin of Tikkun is set out in the Torah entirely with pre-
cise details, which is the law of the practice of the sacrifices: that they be from pure animals, and
from three kinds of animals only, and that they be slaughtered specifically; and there are many

things by which the sacrifice is disqualified.
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And likewise regarding the offering, how and what, [there are] many precise details.... For the en-
tire Torah was founded in this way, with contractions and measures, because it is from the level of
Tikkun, where the lights are contracted within the vessels; and therefore it is also exacting in many

kinds of contractions and precise details....
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But Yaakov raised mayin nukvin to the level of the encompassing light of Tohu, as mentioned

above, which is a great light on the level of the Infinite, so that the vessel therefore could not con-

tain it, and it remained on the level of an encompassing light.
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(Therefore he sent the gift, which is the raising of mayin nukvin there,) even impure animals,

“nursing camels...”; and all of them were alive and not slaughtered....
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For since the light is on the level of the Infinite, therefore there are no contractions and precise de-
tails there; for the Infinite One, blessed be He, is all-capable, able to bear everything, even impure

[animals], and that they be alive..., for no precise details and contractions are found there at all.
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And as our Sages, of blessed memory, said regarding the pig (chazir), that it is destined to return
(lachazor) and become pure, that is, in the Time to Come, when “death will be swallowed up
forever”; then the Essence of the Infinite One will be revealed, and even the pig will be able to be

elevated, which is not so now.
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Therefore Yaakov, who sent the gift to Eisav, which is the raising of mayin nukvin to the encom-
passing light of Tohu that is on the level of the Infinite, also sent impure things; and that is why he

also sent nursing camels.
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For, on the contrary, the root of camels (gemalim) is very lofty, as is written of Eliezer, the servant
of Avraham, that he took ten camels of his master’s camels, “with all his master’s goods in his

hand”; and this is the idea of “like aweaned child (gamul) upon his mother....”
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And all this none but Yaakov could do, and [only] before the Giving of the Torah. But as for us, the
Torah has already been given to us from the level of Tikkun, and whatever is impure and forbidden
according to the Torah is distant and cannot be elevated at all...; and “that soul shall be utterly cut
off” for eating forbidden fat..., and the like.
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