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An explanation of the above.
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As a further explanation of what was said above on “And he approached (Vayigash),” etc., regard-
ing [the teaching] that in the Time to Come there will be an ascent of Malchus (sovereignty) above
Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes), etc.: this will be understood from what is said in the last of the
marriage blessings, “Speedily, G-d our G-d, may there be heard in the cities of Yehudah and in the

streets of Yerushalayim,” etc., “Blessed are You, G-d, who gladdens the groom with the bride.”
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Now, we need to understand the reason for the change in the wording of the blessings: first it says,
“who gladdens the groom and the bride,” and afterward it says, “with the bride.”
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We also need to understand the meaning of “the voice of the groom and the voice of the bride.” The
explanation is that what is said, “who gladdens the groom and the bride,” refers to the present
time.
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And what is said, “with the bride,” refers to the Time to Come; that is, after it has already said,
“Speedily may there be heard,” which means at the coming of the Redeemer, then afterward it
says, “with the bride.”
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To understand the reason why, of the Time to Come, it says specifically “with the bride”: the expla-

nation is that there is betrothal (erusin) and there is marriage (nisuin).
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For in the present time it is the level of betrothal, as it is written, “Moshe commanded us the Torah,

an inheritance (morashah)”; do not read morashah but me’orasah, “betrothed.”
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And as it is said, “‘On the day of his wedding’: this is the Giving of the Torah,” [which is] the level of

betrothal. For at the Giving of the Torah, although there was a revelation face to face, it was only in

the level of the outer dimension (chitzoniyus) alone, in [matters of] the forbidden and the

permitted.
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But the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of the Torah, which is the level of the divine delight within the
Torah, was not yet revealed then, and it remained as an encompassing [light] (makif) from above.

And this resembles the level of betrothal, for there, too, [the light] is not yet drawn in inwardly.
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Only an outer illumination [is drawn in], while the main body of the light is encompassing (makif),

like the kiddushin ring, which is round and encircling, [worn| upon the hand.
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But in the Time to Come, when there will be the revelation of the inner dimension of the Torah,

which is the supernal delight within the Torah, then it will be the level of marriage (nisuin).
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For “your Maker is your Husband”; “a woman is acquired,” etc. For marriage, too, comes after the

light has already entered inwardly.
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Now, it is known that at present, in exile, Malchus (sovereignty) receives the light through Z’eir

Anpin (the emotive attributes), who himself receives from Imma (Binah).
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As it is written, “with the crown with which his mother crowned him,” and afterward he bestows
upon Malchus. But of the Time to Come it is said, “A woman of valor is the crown of her husband”:
Malchus will be “the crown of her husband,” Z’eir Anpin, in that she will rise even higher, above

him; for “their end is wedged in their beginning,” etc.
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And this is the reason for what our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “The righteous are destined to
have ‘Holy’ said before them.” Therefore now, in the present time, it is said, “who gladdens the
groom and the bride,” for the bride, who is Malchus (sovereignty), receives the light through the

groom, Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes).
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And in the Time to Come, after she has already risen, it is said, “who gladdens the groom with the
bride”: that through the bride He gladdens the groom, because “a woman of valor is the crown of
her husband,” as mentioned above. And this is what is said, “Speedily may there be heard,” etc.,

“the voice of the bride,” etc.
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For now, in exile, it is said, “I was mute with silence,” which is the level of silence, and “like a mute
who does not open his mouth,” etc. Therefore it is the groom who says, “Behold, you are consecrat-
ed to me,” and the bride is silent. But in the Time to Come, when she rises higher and higher, she

too will then bestow, and [this] is called “the voice of the bride.”
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In the same way one will understand the matter of the Shemoneh Esreh [being| “a prayer in a whis-
per”: this is only in the present time, for Nukva (the feminine / Malchus) is at the level of a recipi-

ent and not a bestower.
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But in the Time to Come, when she rises to be at the level of a bestower like the male (dechar) him-
self, then the Shemoneh Esreh will be [said] in a loud voice, and there will be “the voice of the

bride.” And this is sufficient for the understanding.
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