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“And Lavan rose early in the morning,
and he kissed his sons and his daughters”
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“And Lavan rose early in the morning, and he kissed his sons and his daughters, and he blessed

them, etc.”
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Now, it is written, “Yours, Havayah, is the greatness and the might, etc.,” in the feminine form, for
they are the level of recipients from the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He; for to the Infinite
Light, blessed be He, itself, the term “greatness” does not apply, since “in the place of His great-

ness, etc.”
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Now, greatness is the attribute of Avraham, as it is written, “And I will make your name great.” And
this is [the meaning of] what we say, “the G-d of Avraham, etc.” And the praise of the Holy One,
blessed be He, is that such is His humility, may He be blessed, etc., that the Infinite Light (Or Ein
Sof), blessed be He, is drawn down and extends so far that it rests and is revealed in the attribute of

Avraham, “who loves Me,” etc.
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Now, the Patriarchs are themselves the Chariot, for all their days they were in a state of self-nullifi-
cation (bittul), etc.; and through this they merited the indwelling of the Shechinah (Divine
Presence), the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, in actual revelation, so that it was the
Infinite Light and its attributes that were revealed in their souls: “Avraham who loves Me,” and “the
Fear of Yitzchak,” etc.
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And these are themselves the attributes of greatness and might of the Holy One, blessed be He,
Himself, which were drawn down and descended below through them, so that there be a revelation
of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, in the souls of Israel as a whole, as an actual revela-
tion, and not merely in thought, as all Israel are “believers, the children of believers,” etc.
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For thought is in a person’s own control: “wherever he wishes, he turns it”; and desire may fill his

heart and his thought, to turn it sometimes this way and sometimes that way.
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And the desire and the will must be fastened “in a sure place,” and this is through Daas (knowl-
edge) and recognition, as a felt awareness, as though one sees, etc.; as our Sages, of blessed memo-

ry, said of our father Avraham, peace be upon him, that he recognized his Creator, etc.
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However, the drawing down of this revelation from the level of the rank and degree of the

Patriarchs themselves, etc. [is not for every soul]; for the Patriarchs were a Chariot of [the World of]

Atzilus, where “He and His vessels are one,” and not every soul can bear this revelation.
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But for this revelation to be drawn down and to descend into [the worlds of] Beriah, Yetzirah and

Asiyah, where the souls of all Israel are rooted, this is through the level and degree of the Tribes.
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For shevet (tribe) is a term for drawing forth, as in kochva deshavit (a comet), and it is also the
term for a rod and branch of the great tree.
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For they are a Chariot for the revealed world (alma de’isgalya), in the aspect of (the Sea) “standing
upon twelve oxen,” which are the twelve Tribes, corresponding to the four Chayos of the Chariot,

the face of a man, etc.
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And each one comprises the three Patriarchs, making twelve; and from there flows the influence
and drawing down of the revelation of His G-dliness, may He be blessed, into the souls of Israel as

awhole; for the level and degree of the Tribes all Israel can bear in their souls.
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And this is what the prophet said concerning the exile (and it was set into Tikkun Chatzos): “Why,
Havayah, do You make us stray from Your ways, and harden our heart from Your fear? Return for
the sake of Your servants, the tribes of Your inheritance.”
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Explanation: “From Your ways” is the attribute of Avraham, of whom it is said (Bereishis 11), “going
and journeying toward the south,” etc.; and “from Your fear” is the attribute of Yitzchak, etc.
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And the prophet laments: Why do You make us stray and harden our heart from the attribute of
Avraham and Yitzchak, so that we are far from the light of G-d’s countenance being revealed upon

us, and are in the exile of Edom, which is the affairs of this world, etc.?
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At any rate, “Return for the sake of Your servants, the tribes of Your inheritance”; that is to say: al-
though the level of the rank and degree of the Patriarchs themselves does not rest and become re-
vealed in a person’s soul in exile, nevertheless through the descent (hishtalshelus) of the level and

rank of the Tribes, this revelation can be in every soul of Israel.
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Now, the attribute of our father Yaakov, peace be upon him, is the level of the Supernal Mercies, for
even over all the worlds the quality of compassion applies and pertains, etc., as is explained
elsewhere.
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And the levels of the Tribes, “who came forth from Yaakov’s loins,” are on a level below him; that

is, to arouse abundant mercy over the spark of G-dliness that rests in one’s soul,
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through one’s contemplating the greatness of the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He: how He is
exalted and lofty, and “all before Him is considered as nothing,” and the nullification of all created
beings in their source; and among them also one’s own soul, when it was in the source from which

itwas hewn,
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“a part of G-d above” truly, when it was nullified in the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) truly; and how it
has descended wondrously, down, down, “from a lofty peak,” etc. And according to the abundance

and length of the contemplation, so will the compassion grow, with ever greater intensity.
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And in this manner the entire order of the prayers was instituted, and in Pesukei deZimra many
verses recount the praise of the Omnipresent, blessed be He, in ascent after ascent; from this the
compassion grows over the descent of the spark and its distance from the Infinite Light, blessed be

He, as mentioned above.
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Now, when the quality of compassion is aroused as an arousal from below (isarusa dilesata), [there
follows] an arousal from above (isarusa dile’eila); as, by way of analogy, the rod and branch of a
tree which one bends, etc., and then the whole tree is drawn along.
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So too, through this arousal from below, from the level and degree of the Tribes, one brings about

an arousal from above, the level of abundant mercy, so that there is drawn down the revelation of

the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, and the level of the ranks and degrees of the

Patriarchs, as an actual revelation in one’s soul; that is, the level of Daas (knowledge) and felt

awareness, as though one sees, etc.
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As in the prayer, “Our Father, merciful Father, have mercy upon us, and put understanding in our

hearts, etc.”; for our heart to become an abode and a throne for the indwelling of Binah (under-

standing) and Daas as a felt awareness in the heart comes through compassion,
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for compassion and Daas depend on one another. As our Sages, of blessed memory, said (Berachos

33a): “Whoever has no knowledge, etc.”
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However, even for the arousal from above (isarusa dile’eila) to depend on this arousal from below
(isarusa dilesata), there must be a drawing down from above; and this drawing down is from the
source of the Supernal Mercies, which is far, far above the order of the chain of descending worlds
(hishtalshelus), for there is the source and root of mercy, which is not grasped or contained within
the order of hishtalshelus at all.
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As in the prayer, “G-d of the world, in Your abundant mercies,” “in Your mercies” specifically, etc.,

and as is explained elsewhere. And this is [the meaning of] “And Lavan rose early in the morning.”

Explanation: Lavan of holiness is the level of the Supernal Whiteness, that is, the level of the light

of the essence and being of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He.
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As in the analogy of the appearance and color white, which is unlike all the [other| appearances
and colors, whose colors came about through dye; whereas the appearance and color white is the
very essence and being of the thing, which has not been changed and has not come about through
dye.
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And so it is, by way of analogy, with the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, in Himself and in
His glory, in whom there is no aspect of colors at all, for “no thought can grasp Him”; and it is writ-
ten, “I, Havayah, have not changed.”
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And therefore it is written, “And he changed my wages ten times: if he said thus, ‘The speckled,’
etc.” For all the levels of “ringed” (akudim) and “speckled” (nekudim) came into being and de-
scended from Him, and in their descent and chain of descent they are called by the names “ringed”

and “speckled”;
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whereas in their beginning and source they are nullified and included, and bear no name at all.
And therefore He can turn [them] from the level of ringed to the level of speckled, and from speck-
led to ringed, and this is no change before Him, may He be blessed, as it were.
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Since they are nullified in existence and bear no name at all, the term “change” does not apply
there at all. (And opposite this, Lavan of kelipah actually changes his wages through deceit.)
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Now, at the level of Lavan of holiness, as mentioned above, there is the source of the Supernal
Mercies, which is far, far above the order of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus); and its
arousal is “in the morning” of Avraham, the level of Chesed (kindness), as it is written (Bereishis

22), “And Avraham rose early in the morning.”
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[This is] to draw down mercy so that the arousal from above (isarusa dile’eila) depend on the
arousal from below (isarusa dilesata); the drawing down of mercy is in the aspect of Avraham’s
Chesed.
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As in the prayer, “With an everlasting love You have loved us, etc.; our Father, merciful Father,
etc.” And this is [the meaning of] “and he kissed his sons”: these are the level of the Tribes (for they
are his sons’ sons, and sons’ sons are like sons), the level of the drawing down of the arousal from

above, as mentioned above.
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“And his daughters”: these are Leah and Rachel, the hidden world (alma de’iskasya) and the re-
vealed world (alma de’isgalya); for to all these levels the level of the Supernal Lavan is drawn down
in the manner of kisses, and “the cleaving of spirit with spirit”:
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to all the givers, who are the level of “his sons,” and the recipients, who are the level of “his daugh-
ters,” that the level of the Supernal Mercies be bestowed and drawn into them, so that the arousal
from above depend on the arousal from below.
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“And he blessed them, etc.”: the meaning of the blessing is as it is written (ibid. 1), “And G-d

blessed them, and said to them, etc., fill the earth and subdue it, etc.”; that is, that there be an in-

crease of blessing and a drawing down below, until darkness is turned into light.
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And as it is written (ibid. 12), “And all the families of the earth shall be blessed through you,” and
“through your seed”: that all the sparks that fell in the shattering of the vessels be blessed and in-

cluded in the holiness of the seed of Yaakov.
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“And Lavan went and returned to his place”: for the time of the illumination of this level is in the
morning, the time of the morning prayer, but after the prayer this illumination withdraws.
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And therefore one must pray every day, for every day this illumination is drawn down anew, and

withdraws again after the prayer.
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“And Yaakov went on his way”: the level of Yaakov, yud [and] akev (heel), went and was drawn into
the level of Torah and mitzvos, for the Torah is called “a way” (Kiddushin 2b). And this suffices for

one who understands.
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