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“And Lavan had two daughters,” etc. Now, Leah and Rachel are the letters of thought and the let-
ters of speech, which are the hidden world (alma de’iskasya) and the revealed world (alma de’is-
galya). (See below, in the discourse beginning “On the twenty-fifth of Kislev,” in the explanation of
“and the name of the younger (haketanah) was Rachel,” [read as] the small hei (hei ketanah):
Rachel.)
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This is the meaning of “in the lands of the living”: two lands. For when the Holy Temple stood, both
levels shone in the Land of Israel.
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And the main one was the level of Rachel (who is called akeres habayis, “the mainstay of the
house”), for thought is enclothed within speech, and speech was revealed.
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And since Rachel, who is the level of speech, is the revealed world, there was therefore at that time
in the Land of Israel a revelation of His G-dliness, may He be blessed: there were great sages who
possessed the holy spirit, and prophets (as Rashi explains concerning Yonah and Yechezkel, that

prophecy rests only in the Land of Israel).
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And in particular [there were] the Holy Temple, and the dwelling of the Shechinah (Divine
Presence) in the Holy of Holies, and the Urim and Tumim, and the service of the offerings, when
fire from above would descend. This is not so after the destruction of the Holy Temple, when Israel

went into exile and the Shechinah went into exile with them.
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[The Shechinah] is the level of Rachel, who is in a state of exile among the seventy princes and does
not shine at all in comparison with the revelation with which she shone in the time of the Temple,
when speech was revealed; whereas now it is written, “Like a ewe [rachel] before her shearers, she

is mute.”
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And the divine service is by way of refinements (beirurim), etc. (as is explained on “In the wilder-
ness of Sinai”). Nevertheless, the level of Leah remains shining in the Land of Israel, and she is a
higher rank than the level of Rachel, as in the analogy of thought, which is spiritual and loftier than
speech
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(for she is not in exile: Rachel is called the open mem, from which there is an opening and an en-

trance for the external forces to draw nourishment during the time of exile; this is not so with the

level of the closed mem, and there is the root of Leah. See the Zohar, at the beginning of Parshas

Terumah, page 126b and page 127).
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But because it is the hidden world, and concealment, the revelation of G-dliness in the Land of
Israel now is therefore not comparable to the revelation there was when the Holy Temple stood.
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Nevertheless, the great tzaddikim who are in the Land can now attain, in the Land of Israel, appre-
hensions higher even than what tzaddikim like them attained in the time of the Temple (since the
apprehension is in the level of supernal thought as it still is, above its enclothement in the world of

speech).
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So it was with the Arizal, who attained tremendous apprehensions that great tzaddikim in earlier

generations had not attained.
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Now, to understand what is written, “that Leah was hated,” etc.: after all, Yaakov certainly appre-
hended the hidden world!
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But the explanation is that Yaakov is called “the middle bar, which runs through from end to end.”
That is to say, he is the one who draws the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, from the upper
end (that is, the kav (line of light) that pierces the vacated space, as is explained elsewhere), from
the level of Keser (the Crown), downward; and therefore an additional vav is said of him: “and the
G-d of Yaakov.”
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Likewise “and the awesome,” for he unites and joins Chesed (kindness) and Gevurah (restraint)
through the drawing down and illumination of the Ayin [the Nothing], that is, through the level of
self-nullification (bittul). And all his drawing down reaches to the lower end, that is, into the level

of Malchus (sovereignty), the revealed world.
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This is [the meaning of] “and he (Yaakov) loved Rachel also more than Leah”: his entire yearning
was that there be a revelation of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, below, in the revealed world,
since through this everyone would be able to receive, which is not so from the level of the hidden

world, etc.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/vayeitzei/3/ 4



TORAH OHR - PARSHAS VAYEITZEI - MAAMAR 3 131 N2 N 125,

WP DY TIPAY 71T Y PR apye pwtY 2905 199

And therefore it is written, “And Yaakov kissed Rachel,” in the manner of [what is said of] the dot-

ted word “and he kissed him”:
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that is, the level of Chochmah (wisdom), Binah (understanding) and Daas (knowledge), which is the
union of kisses and the cleaving of spirit to spirit, as in the analogy of kisses that come from the in-
ner dimension (pnimiyus) of love (see what is explained elsewhere on “Let him kiss me with the

kisses” and on “Iwould find you outside, I would kiss you”); this level, too, he drew into Rachel.
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And this is what is written, “I will serve you seven years for Rachel, your younger daughter.” For
Lavan is the level of the supernal whiteness (loven), the source of the kindnesses (chasadim),

which is entirely simple compassion, for “there is no left side in this Atika [the Ancient One]”;
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only that below, it was lowered into a physical Lavan. Nevertheless, it is written, “it has all turned
white; he is pure,” even the affliction, etc. And of Lavan it is written, “And Lavan rose early in the

morning,” for every day the light of the supernal Chesed prevails and is drawn down.
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“And he kissed his sons and his daughters”: [meaning] that it is drawn into all the configurations
(partzufim) of the World of Atzilus (Emanation), male and female. And afterward, “and Lavan re-
turned to his place,” higher and higher, “and Yaakov went on his way,” to draw the level of the su-
pernal whiteness mentioned above lower and lower, into Rachel, his younger daughter, the level of

speech, etc.
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And therefore Rachel was barren, because birth from the level of speech means that there be reve-

lation in the Worlds of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah; and it is impossible for there to be birth and

revelation in Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, since the created beings are separate, and it is impossi-

ble for the level of the supernal whiteness mentioned above to be revealed to them.
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(And as for what was said above, that Rachel is called the revealed world: nevertheless, for the reve-
lation to be in the manner of the level of birth is exceedingly difficult, etc. There is a great differ-
ence between other kinds of influence and the level of birth, which is a higher revelation. See what
iswritten in the Zohar, Parshas Pinchas, page 249.)
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But Leah, who is thought, bore six sons, who are the Sefiros in Atzilus itself, for that is where the

root of the tribes was; and therefore they are called “the tribes of Yah.”
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Yehudah, “this time I will acknowledge (odeh),” is the level of self-nullification (bittul) and ac-

knowledgment, which is drawn and branches out specifically from thought.
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Likewise Reuven and Shimon, sight and hearing, are also above the level of speech; rather, they
are drawn from thought, etc. (as is explained elsewhere on “Yehudah, you,” etc.).
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And also Levi, who is the level of attachment, as it is written, “This time [my husband] will be at-

tached (yilaveh),” etc., is also drawn and born from thought,
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as is seen plainly in a person of thought, who does not feel at all the affairs passing before him, be-

cause of the greatness of the attachment he has to the thought.
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And as is related in the Midrash in the incident of Rabbi Chiya Rabbah; and likewise concerning
Rava (in the chapter “Rabbi Akiva said”), who was delving into his study, etc.

R 711 13131 9102 122 AMwpNn DT 139007 TIWD 7291 119 720 U AW 11 RE° 199

"1 N2 N2 ROTW 1D $ORwR MR 2100 0N

And therefore Moshe came from him, who was “heavy of mouth and heavy of tongue”: that is, be-
cause of the greatness of his attachment in the level of self-nullification, “and what are we,” he

could not be one who imparts, etc., which is the level of speech, etc.
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And the main difference between the attachment of Levi, which is the level of self-nullification, and
the acknowledgment of Yehudah, which is also the level of self-nullification, is that Yehudah is the
level of self-nullification in revealed form, like [the blessing of]| Modim, when one bends and bows

down.
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And therefore the kings of the House of David came from him, whose self-nullification is the self-
nullification that is in revelation and in the outer dimension (chitzoniyus).
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But Levi is the level of attachment and self-nullification in his inner dimension (pnimiyus) and his
essence, even though outwardly it is not revealed at all, like the self-nullification of “the host of
heaven bows to You”: the bowing of the angels is not a matter of physical bowing; rather, [each]

bows and is nullified in its apprehension, spiritually.
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And therefore Moshe came from him (and see what is explained elsewhere about the difference be-

tween Moshe and Eliyahu, which is also along these lines). And afterward, “and she stopped bear-

ing,” for there could no longer be a level of revelation.
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(And see what is explained on “The land is very, very good,” that the matter of the generation of the
wilderness was that it was of the level of Leah, the world of thought; and they argued: why must we
descend into the level of the world of speech, which is the level of Malchus (sovereignty), the lower
earth, to fulfill the mitzvos in speech and in action? Is it not possible to fulfill this also through

Torah and mitzvos in spirituality, that is, through thought, etc.?
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But in truth they were in great error, for specifically through speech and action a revelation of the

Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, is drawn down with an infinitely greater excellence, for

“their end is embedded in their beginning,” etc. And Moshe Rabbeinu, peace be upon him, prayed

five hundred and fifteen prayers to enter the Land, etc.
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And according to this, one will further understand the matter of “and Yaakov loved Rachel” specifi-
cally, she being the level of speech and action, and “that Leah was hated”: the opposite of the in-

tention of the generation of the wilderness.
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However, what Leah said, “This time my husband will be attached to me,” specifically, requires ex-

planation, for it surely did not occur to her to exclude the level of speech and action.
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Rather, the matter is that in truth there must be both levels, thought and speech and action, for one
without the other does not suffice. And see what is explained elsewhere on the matter of the
Leviathan and the wild ox, which is also the matter of the two levels mentioned above: Leviathan
(livyasan) is a term of attachment, the level of the self-nullification of the fish of the sea, like “this

time [my husband] will be attached (yilaveh),” etc.
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And Leah wanted the main thing to be through this level, in the manner of what was said of the ear-

ly pious ones (chassidim), who would spend nine hours every day in prayer, which is like the mat-

ter of self-nullification and attachment of thought mentioned above, etc.
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“And when is their Torah [study| done? Rather, because they are pious,” etc.: so most of their occu-
pation was of this kind.) (And this matter is explained below, in the discourse beginning “There are
sixty queens,” etc., “My dove is one,” etc.)
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However, Yaakov knew that this is possible only for the elite (bnei aliyah), who are few; but for all
of Israel, the main part of their occupation is through speech and action.
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And therefore his main dwelling was in the tent of Rachel, which is the level of speech and action.
Nevertheless, there must also be thought, from which are drawn sight and hearing, “to gaze upon

the glory of the King,” etc.
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And “whoever says, ‘I have only Torah,’” etc. Rather, there must be sight and hearing; only that

then “their end is embedded,” etc.
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