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An explanation of the above.
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“And Havayah will be to me as Elokim, and this stone, which I have set up as a pillar, shall be a
house of Elokim.” [We need] to understand the meaning of this prayer and request: that Havayah
will be at the level of Elokim, and the stone at the level of a house of Elokim.
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And in order to understand how the stone could be at so great a level as to be an established place
and a dwelling for the resting of supernal holiness, to the point that the Name of Heaven would rest
upon the stone, so that it would be called by the name “house of Elokim,” we must understand the

meaning of the whole portion, “And Yaakov went out,” etc.
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The matter [is this]: it is written, “Command the salvations of Yaakov.” The level of Yaakov is called
“salvations” (yeshuos).
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And the explanation of the word yeshuos: the root of the word is "% [whose numerical value is 370],
and the remaining letters are additions to the word. That is to say, through the level of Yaakov the
370 supernal lights (shin-ayin nehorin ila’in) are revealed.
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And also, y”? is from the expression “And Havayah turned to Hevel,” which is an expression of
turning [toward]. That is, all supernal turnings and drawings-down turn and are drawn down

through the level of Yaakov, [which is| yud-akev (a yud [and] a heel).
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And the meaning of these lights and drawings-down is the revelation of the illuminations and
drawings-down from the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) itself, which, as its name is, so it is: it has no

end, etc.
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And it is not within the bounds of worlds at all; “all before Him is considered as truly nothing,” and
“no thought can grasp Him,” and there is nothing comparable to Him, etc.
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For “Your kingship is a kingship over all worlds,” and “His glory” and His radiance “is over earth
and heaven,” etc.: merely a radiance and illumination, which is clothed and spreads within the

worlds,
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to bring them into being and to give them life, so that they be living and existing, from nothingness
into being, in a manner of concealment and hiding of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, itself, so
that the worlds would not be nullified out of existence and return to being nothing and naught, as

they were [before];
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that is, through many contractions (tzimtzumim) and various enclothements in the descent of the
levels, according to the way and order of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus). But the
Infinite Light, blessed be He, in Its essence and Its glory, is exalted and uplifted, etc., and is far, far
above the level of hishtalshelus.
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And through the level of Yaakov, yud-akev, the Infinite Light, blessed be He, which is above the lev-
el of hishtalshelus, is drawn down, so that it shines below, in a revelation to the G-dly soul that is in
each and every Jew, so that there is a revelation of the very Infinite Light, blessed be He, upon his

soul.
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And this is through his having taken “of the stones of the place, and he put [them] at his head.”
Stones are letters, as it is stated in Sefer Yetzirah: “Two stones build two houses.”
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And the reason that letters are called by the name “stones” is that, just as through a number of
stones a house is built for a person to dwell in, etc., so through a number of combinations of letters
words are made, and from a number of combinations of words a complete subject is made, from

within which some concept and comprehension is understood and grasped.
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And the intellect rests and is clothed in these letters, just as “with the beauty of a man, to dwell in a

house,” through combinations of stones.
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And there is yet another reason: just as the stones are inanimate and have no comparison or rela-
tion to the person who lives in the house built of the stones, so the letters are at the level of the
inanimate relative to the intellect that rests and is clothed in them, and have no comparison or re-

lation to it.
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Therefore they are nullified relative to the intellect. (And see what is written in Parshas Bereishis,

in the discourse beginning “To understand, with an additional explanation of the matter of ‘And He
formed.’”)
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And therefore He is called “Havayah Tzevakos” [Havayah of hosts]: “He is a sign (os) among His
host,” for all the worlds and the creatures came into being from the level of the letters of the Ten
Utterances with which the world was created: “Let there be light,” “Let there be a firmament,” etc.
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And all the host of the upper heavens, “a thousand thousands and ten thousand times ten
thousand,” and “to His troops there is no number,” are nullified relative to the Infinite Light,
blessed be He, like the nullification of the letters, which are at the level of the inanimate, relative to
the intellect.
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Since they are at the level of limitation, [a span of] five hundred years, etc., and are created and

brought into being anew from nothingness into being, there is no comparison [between them and]

Him, may He be blessed.
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And as is known regarding comparison in number: the number one, relative to a thousand thou-
sands, etc., has some comparison and relation;
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which is not so with Him, may He be blessed, who is the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He: there
is no comparison at all. And therefore it is said, “He is an os among His host,” for all the hosts are

nothing but a single letter (os) relative to the Infinite Light, blessed be He.
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Now, concerning “the stones of the place,” which are the level of letters, it is written, “and he put
[them] at his head”: that he raised and elevated them far, far above the level of hishtalshelus, that

is, to the level of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin).

PN IR Y70 PYn ahynk My n9197 1o o we 9% aniT ona 10 NINIRAY °BY 0D
0219 MIFITT NAN® WrRIY IRy TwYI Thnne 1oy Ywnd R0 Y7101 RpUUT 19102

For since the letters are at the level of the inanimate, they therefore have the power and ability to
rise far, far above, as is known, that “their beginning is wedged in their end,” specifically; and
sovev kol almin is like the analogy of the circle, in which what is below becomes above. And as it is

written, “and beneath are the arms of the world.”
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Now, it is written, “He took of the stones of the place,” and not “all the stones,” because not all the

letters have this power, but only the letter yud, which is the level of a vessel for Chochmah

(wisdom).
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And Chochmabh is koach mah (the power of “what”), the level of self-nullification (bittul). Therefore
the Infinite Light, blessed be He, the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), rests and
is revealed there, for “Havayah, with Chochmah,” etc.; and the Infinite Light, blessed be He, rests
and is revealed only in one who is nullified, etc.
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And this is “the stone that he had put at his head.” (And see what is written on the saying of the
Ra’aya Mehemna in Parshas Ki Sisa concerning “a stone to weigh with: this is yud.”) And afterward,

“and he set it up as a pillar,”
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and as the Targum renders it, “and he placed it standing (kama),” which is as it is written, “my
sheaf arose (kamah) and also stood upright.” That is, whereas the stone had been lying below on
the ground, afterward he stood it up and raised it further, from below upward.
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And this is ascent after ascent, to the level and the sources of the thirteen supernal attributes of
mercy, which are the level of yuds [and] vavs; for the place where the hair draws its nourishment,
and its follicle, is the level of yud, and the hair itself, which is a drawing-down, is the level of vav.
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And this is “and he put [them] at his head ... and he set it up as a pillar”: at first, when he put it at
his head, it is the level of yud; and afterward, when it becomes a pillar, it is the level of vav. And all
these levels are levels of elevation from below upward.
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That is, the ascent of the Chochmah in the soul to the Infinite Light, blessed be He, which rests and
is revealed in it; for the soul is at the level of a being created and brought into being anew from
nothingness into being, at the level of letters, etc.
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And one must raise it from below upward, to the Infinite Light, blessed be He, the light that encom-
passes all worlds: “and let him return to Havayah, and He will have mercy on him,” from the level
of the thirteen attributes of mercy. And this elevation is specifically through the level of Chochmabh,

koach mabh.
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Gloss.
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At first glance this is not understood, for the yuds in the tikkunim (arrangements) of the beard are
higher than the vavs, as stated above: the place where the hair draws nourishment, and its follicle,
is the level of yud, that is, the place where it draws nourishment from the Mocha Stima’ah (the
Hidden Mind), which is exceedingly higher and more exalted than the hairs themselves, which are

the level of vav.
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Yet the level of “and he set it up as a pillar” implies that it is ascent after ascent, higher than the
level of “at his head,” which is the level of yud. And this is two [statements] that contradict each
other.
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But the explanation is: “at his head” is the level of the Chochmah of Atzilus; and afterward, “and he
set it up as a pillar,” when it becomes the level of vav, is the level of Abba, who draws nourishment
from the Mazla; for the level of the hairs of the tikkunim of the beard, which are vavs, is higher
than the yud of Chochmah Ila’ah (supernal Chochmabh).
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Afterward, “and he poured oil upon its top”: that is, a drawing-down from the Mocha Stima’ah it-
self into the mazalos, etc. And from this itself the revelation is drawn down below, into the laws of
the Oral Torah, whose root is in the strands of the Mocha Stima’ah. And of this it is said, “Exalt her,

and she will uplift you,” etc.
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However, this is not the ultimate intent; rather, [the intent is] that afterward “he poured oil upon its
top.” Oil is the drawing-down of Chochmah Ila’ah (supernal Chochmah), which is the Torah and
His will, may He be blessed, which are drawn down through the level of Yaakov, yud-akev, as it is

written, “He established a testimony in Yaakov and set a Torah in Israel”:
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that in the study of the Torah below, in physical matters, [as in] “one who exchanges a cow for a
donkey,” etc., there should be a revelation of the drawing-down of Chochmah Ila’ah.
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For all the details of the laws, which have become separate, have “their foundation in the moun-
tains of holiness” above, in Chochmah Ila’ah, for so His wisdom and will, may He be blessed,

determined.
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Therefore the study of Torah must also be in this manner: to draw Chochmah Ila’ah into one’s

soul. And through this the sitra achra (the other side) is subdued (iskafya) and transformed

(is’hapcha), etc.
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Therefore our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Just as there [it was] with dread and with awe, so
here [it must be] with dread,” etc.: that dread and fear should fall upon a person when he occupies

himselfwith the Torah, as at the time it was received at Mount Sinai.

215 DMy 1 937 0°192 0°19 191 0°7°021 NRY MPIPI DR IR QYA 95 %390 972 oW "3

Now, there at Mount Sinai, “all the people saw the sounds and the flames,” etc.; “face to face

Havayah spoke with you,” etc.
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And how can every person draw this awe upon himself at all times? Only when a person takes to
heart that the Torah he studies is the drawing-down of Chochmah Ila’ah,

TPYI TTIRD 19°WND AR MPYRNWT 9730 19y 19YynPw 172 07K IR 19anm 71w oy

LT P57 19 1905 11 97y $95 019 N0 IRD 1R 97K P10 NPT 1AM oM

and there rests and is revealed the Infinite Light, blessed be He, which is far, far above the bounds
of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus); and before Him “darkness is as light”: above and
below, spiritual and physical, are equal. If so, there is no hiding of the Face here at all. Therefore,

“just as there,” etc.: all is equal.
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Now, [we need] to understand the purpose of the descent of Yaakov, yud-akev: that the 370 lights be
revealed below, and to take “of the stones of the place” to raise them upward, and afterward to
draw down the level of oil, which is the level of Chochmah Ila’ah, from above to below.
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And this descent is what is written, “And Yaakov went out from Be’er Sheva.” Be’er (well) is the

source and flowing spring of the seven (sheva) supernal attributes, “Yours, Havayah, are the great-

ness and the might,” etc., which are the level of “Yours,” the level of self-nullification (bittul).

553 19775 RXP ‘?1,7:'1'(27:) 13997 7992 212 P9 1993 [Rowmeaa] PR%A2 ([oven byl 17Y) 10 7300 '|5"1
Y17 9921 25y

“And he went toward Charan.” Charan (7"71), with the kollel, is numerically equal to garon (1”173,
throat). But the level of garon is when the voice goes out in its normal way, without hindrance and

without obstruction;
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whereas charan has the letters of nichar, as it is written, “I am weary with my crying; my throat is

parched (nichar).” And this is when the element of fire prevails in it; for the voice is composed of

fire, air and water.
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Air is the essential extension of the breath of the heart; water is the moisture of the lung; and fire is
what divides the voice, making the pause so that it divides into the five articulations of the mouth,

the organs of speech.
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And when the element of fire prevails excessively, it is what interrupts the voice, until it cannot go
out in the continuous passage of its normal way.
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And so is the level of Charan: that is, the level of what interrupts the voice, [the voice] being the
drawing-down of the life-force (chayus) and light of the Infinite One, blessed be He;
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so that the drawing-down is not in its normal way, in holiness alone, but rather the kelipos (husks)
and the sitra achra also have nourishment and a hold in this drawing-down. And then it is called by
the level of “I was mute with silence,” for the voice and the drawing-down are interrupted, and

there comes to be the level of separateness.
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And this level is both in the conduct of the worlds, which is the matter of the exile of Israel and the

subjugation in Egypt and Babylon, because of the intensity of the fire and the strength of judgment;
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and in every Jewish soul, in the service of G-d, when his study of Torah is in a state of separateness
and not in a state of self-nullification (bittul) to the Infinite Light, blessed be He, so as to be a reve-
lation of His wisdom, etc., because of the intensity of the fire and heat that come from his body and

the animal soul, which he is drawn after.
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But the purpose of this descent of the level of Yaakov “from a lofty peak,” from Be’er Sheva, the
source of the supernal attributes, which are self-nullification to Him, may He be blessed (“Yours,
Havayah, is the greatness,” etc.), “to a deep pit,” the place of Charan, which interrupts and holds
back the voice of the drawing-down so that it becomes the level of separateness, is in order that

there be subjugation (iskafya) and transformation (is’hapcha).
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And then from Charan (j71) is made rinah (7737, joyous song), for the ches is broken open and be-
comes a hei, as it is stated in the Zohar on the verse “Rebuke the beast (chayas) of the reeds,” that

from chametz (Y1) is made matzah (7%7).
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And this is “and I shall return in peace to my father’s house”: “and I shall return” from Charan. “To

my father’s house”: this is the level of Yitzchak; and Yitzchak is so called on account of “G-d has

made laughter (tzechok) for me,”
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and it is the level of rinah, which is made from Charan. And it is written, “whoever hears will laugh
(yitzchak) for me”: yitzchak is in the future tense, that is, at the coming of Mashiach, speedily in

our days, for then “Iwill transform the peoples,” etc.
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For when [the sitra achra] is subdued and transformed, then there comes to be the level of laughter
and joy; as, by way of analogy, the laughter of the king and the ministers at the transformation of
something remote and strange, as from a bird that speaks, which is a novelty; whereas with a man

who speaks, whose way is to do so, laughter does not apply.
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Therefore our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “In the place where baalei teshuvah (returnees)
stand,” etc., because darkness is transformed, etc. And our Sages, of blessed memory, also said, “If
Israel do teshuvah, they are redeemed,” etc.; for this is the purpose of the coming of Mashiach:
that there be the laughter and joy, when the sitra achra is subdued and darkness is transformed

into light.
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And this is [the meaning of] the saying of our Sages, of blessed memory, that in the future they will
say to Yitzchak, “For you are our father”; for the purpose of the descent of the soul into the body in
this world, and the purpose of the descent of Israel into exile and subjugation and the pressure of
earning a livelihood, is so that they will ascend and come and reach the level of Yitzchak, which is

laughter and joy, etc.
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But how does one return from the level of Charan to the level of Yitzchak mentioned above? For

this the verse says, “in peace”; for peace is what joins and binds two opposites,
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as it is written, “He makes peace in His heights,” between Michael, etc.; “Peace, peace to the far,”
who becomes near, etc. And beshalom (in peace) is two [kinds of| peace, from below upward and

from above downward, as explained elsewhere.
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Now, when the supernal laughter is revealed in the future, when [the sitra achra] is subdued and
transformed, that is, when the kelipos and the sitra achra will have no dominion or nourishment at
all, as it is written, “And I will remove the spirit of impurity from the earth,” then the materiality
and coarseness of the world will be refined, so that it will not be at the level of something (yesh), a
thing separate unto itself; rather, all will be included in the level of nothing (ayin).
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For this is the purpose of the creation of the worlds from nothing into something: in order to trans-
form [them] from the level of yesh to the level of ayin. And then, “Havayah will be to me as Elokim.”
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For Elokim is the concealment and the contraction (tzimtzum), so that the worlds are created from
nothing into something;
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and Havayah is the level of the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of the Infinite Light, blessed be He,
which gives life and brings into being, etc.

210 WRwi Na2 RITW 77010 QWD 1A N2 WY pORY 009K 7O 1A wRw 00 o)

As it is written, “For a sun and a shield is Havayah Elokim”: Elokim becomes the level of a shield

for the Name Havayah, which is at the level of the sun, etc.
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But all this is in the realm of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus) and the descent of the
levels, which is at the level of a radiance and illumination from the Infinite Light, blessed be He, to
bring created beings into being and give them life according to the order of the descending chain
of levels, level after level;
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for the upper levels receive the most sublime and spiritual light, etc., and whatever is lower and
lower is contracted and clothed, etc.
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But in the time to come, when the supernal laughter is revealed, which is from the level of transfor-
mation, etc., there will be a revelation of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, in Its essence and Its glo-
ry, which is far, far above the level of hishtalshelus.
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For “eye to eye they will see,” etc.; “and all flesh will see,” etc.; “and they will enter the caves of the

rocks and the holes of the dust, from before the terror of Havayah,” etc.
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And then the level of Havayah, which is the Infinite Light, blessed be He, that is drawn down and
spreads to be clothed within the worlds in the order of hishtalshelus, will be considered the level of

Elokim, that is, the level of contraction;
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for in truth it is nothing but a contracted radiance and illumination compared to the Infinite Light,
blessed be He, in Its essence and Its glory, before which above and below are equal, and “darkness

is as light.”
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“And this stone, which I have set up as a pillar”: this is the level of yud, the vessel of Chochmah,

which is from the level of letters, the level of the inanimate, that is, the level of coming into being

from nothing into something.
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But since “I have set [it] up as a pillar,” for I raised and elevated [it], etc., therefore it will have the
power and ability to be a “house of Elokim”: that this level of Elokim, which is the Infinite Light,
blessed be He, that is within the worlds, will rest and be revealed in these letters, and the letters will

be a dwelling and an established place for His abode, may He be blessed.

Ot YN AW 1P ((370) yrwnl YU 1903 2pY° MY M APy 771 2py° M2 7Y R T 9
S12 MWYR WY 09 1NN WK 991 .78 N2 9o%

And all this is through the level of Yaakov, yud-akev: “Command the salvations of Yaakov,” the rev-
elation of the 370 lights that are in them; and through this we will merit all these levels. “And of all

that You give me, I will tithe, tithe it (aser a’asrenu) to You.”
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The matter is this: it is known that there will be elevation after elevation without end, [in] the days
of Mashiach and the Resurrection of the Dead, many Shemitah cycles and Jubilees, etc., and each

elevation greater than the other.
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But before the elevation that comes after [each] elevation, there must remain from the first eleva-
tion [something] in the manner of an arousal from below, for the arousal from above that is in the
second elevation; and this arousal from below that remains from the first elevation is called the

level of maaser (the tithe).
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And this is what is written, “And of all that You give me,” in the future, that is, all the ascents that
there will be without end, “I will tithe, tithe it”: there will be many tithes, for each ascent a level of
tithe of its own, and always “I will tithe, tithe it,” until it reaches “to You,” to the level of the Infinite
Light, blessed be He, itself.
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And just as He, may He be blessed, is infinite, so there will be ascents without end; and all is
through the level of Yaakov, yud-akeyv, etc., as [explained] above.
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And this suffices for one who understands. (And regarding what was said in explaining “I will tithe,
tithe it,” that this arousal from below, etc., is called the level of the tithe, etc.: it appears that Keser
(the Crown) is the intermediary between an upper world and a lower world, for it is the end of the
upper level and the source and head of the lower level, as Malchus (sovereignty) of Atzilus is Keser

to Beriah, and Malchus of Beriah is Keser to Yetzirah, etc.
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And therefore, for the ascent of the worlds, so that Asiyah be elevated into the very holiness of
Yetzirah, it is through the medium of the Keser of Asiyah, which is the level of a tithe of the ten
Sefiros of Asiyah.
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The explanation is that keser is an expression of silence, as in “Wait (kaser) for me a little.” And si-
lence is the level of self-nullification (bittul), and of this it is said, “the silent dove,” etc. And it is the

level of “when they stood, they let down their wings.”
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And through this self-nullification it is able afterward to rise to Yetzirah; for it is impossible for
there to be an ascent from one essence to another essence unless it is first absorbed into the level
of actual nothing (ayin). And this is the matter of the pillar that is between the lower Gan Eden and
the upper Gan Eden, etc.
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And [it is] like the sprouting of grain from a seed sown in the earth, which comes about through the
essence of the seed first being nullified and becoming the level of nothing, except that its power re-
mains in the power of growth; and through this, afterward, the growth becomes more wondrous

than the something that was at first, etc.
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And similarly, the ascent of Yetzirah into Beriah must first be in the level of self-nullification and
nothingness, and this is the level of the Keser of Yetzirah, etc. And this is the matter of “Who has

made desolations in the earth,” the level of “and one [thousand years] desolate.”
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And that it is at the level of the seventh thousand and not at the level of a tenth is because the
Heichal (chamber) of the Holy of Holies, which is the seventh heichal, includes the first three [Se-

firos]; but the main ascent is through Keser, etc. And in this manner there are ascents without end.
AANAN 02 RIAW 12 KXY P°NY 1°91%895 °2n 5195 9no 5 137 PNWOY °2 1IWIR WY WM

:(R”2 w”n3 Ay9%2 NOw R 0NN TPH0 WnIn ’pa 07 19K 913021 10 DO9XRAN WY DUXRNIY

And what it says, “I will tithe, tithe it,” two tithes, is because Keser is composed of two partzufim
(configurations), Atik and Arich Anpin, etc., being the lowest level of the Emanator and the root of
the emanated beings, etc.; and these two levels together are called a fifth, as it is written, “and you

shall give a fifth to Pharaoh,” as explained elsewhere.)
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