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“And I Shall Return in Peace
to My Father’s House”

DEDICATED IN HONOR OF

5731 IIRDTINIY PAXS "1 927 R2IPRT 1IRAT 71290 WP
Dedicated in honor of the Rebbe’s father, Reb Levi Yitzchok

e LikuteiTorah.com

THE CHASSIDISHE PARSHA

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/vayeitzei/1/



TORAH OHR - PARSHAS VAYEITZEI - MAAMAR 1 51? Y57 7197 AR N2 ‘?N D'IT?WJ snavn...

el D’i‘)bN N2 71°1° 7287 "NRw AWK DR AR D’P5N5 5597 119 AR N2 PR oYPwa cnawy 1
“And I shall return in peace to my father’s house, and Havayah will be Elokim to me; and this
stone, which I have set up as a pillar, will be a house of Elokim,” etc.
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Now, we need to understand the connection of the stone with the Name Havayah: that specifically
when Havayah will be Elokim, then the stone will be a house of Elokim, etc.
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We also need to understand [why] the phrase “this stone” (ha’even hazos) is in the feminine form,

while the word “will be” (yihyeh) is in the masculine form.
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To understand all the above, we must first preface and explain what is written just before it: “And he
came upon the place... and he took from the stones of the place and placed [them] at his head,”
etc., “and he set it up as a pillar,” etc.
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And we need to understand the matter of the stones, what they are; and also why at first there were

many stones, as it is written, “And he took from the stones of the place,” etc.
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And Yaakov made of them one stone, etc. But now, at the beginning of the parsha it is written, “And
Yaakov went out from Be’er Sheva and went toward Charan.”
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The explanation: Yaakov is the level of yud-akev (a yud [and] a heel), which is the drawing down of
supernal Chochmah, which is the level of the yud, down to the very lowest, even into the level of
the heels.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And Yaakov went out from Be’er Sheva and went toward Charan”: the
level of Yaakov is what draws down from the level of Be’er Sheva, which is at the very highest,
[where] “He and His life-forces and His vessels are one,” through the chain of descending worlds
(hishtalshelus) to the very lowest, to the lowest rung, which is the level of Charan, as will be ex-
plained below, with G-d’s help.
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As it is written, “Command the salvations (yeshuos) of Yaakov.” Yeshuos (my12°) are the three hun-
dred and seventy (¥”¥, shin-ayin) supernal lights, and the level of Yaakov joins them and draws
them down below, into the level of the heels as well.
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Yeshuos is also from the term “turning” (she’iyah), as it is written, “And Havayah turned (vayisha)
to Hevel,” etc., which is the descent and drawing down of His light, blessed be He, to the very low-
est, etc.
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However, as the light of G-d descends so far, through many contractions (tzimtzumim), until it
comes down even to the level of Charan, it becomes a world of utter separateness, as it is written,
“And a river goes out from Eden,” which is the level of supernal Chochmah, “to water the garden,”
etc.
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“And from there it divides”: when it is drawn from there through many stages of descent and many
contractions, they become utterly separate beings. And Yaakov our father, peace be upon him,
wished to raise them up to the very highest, so that below too there would be true unity and self-

nullification (bittul), just as it is above, [where] “His life-forces and His vessels are one,” etc.
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Therefore it says, “And he took from the stones of the place,” etc. For it is known that letters are
called “stones,” as it says in Sefer Yetzirah, “Two stones build two houses; three stones build six
houses,” etc.
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For just as from many stones one house is made, in which one can dwell, so from many letters

words are made, in which the intellect is enclothed.
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And also, just as stones are of the inanimate level, which is the lowest rung of all four foundations,
inanimate, vegetative, animal and speaking, so too the letters, relative to the intellect enclothed in

them, are utterly of the inanimate level, for they bear no comparison to the intellect at all.
0°1W °1 9272 2°ND 1aAT .TIL.»‘SNJ‘? X7 [19 191 217221 NPNIN IRAPI D°1IRW 5711 B0 1271 KX
J12wy]

It is thus understood from all the above that letters are called “stones.” And so it is above, for it is

written, “By the word of Havayah the heavens were made,” etc.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/vayeitzei/1/ 4



TORAH OHR - PARSHAS VAYEITZEI - MAAMAR 1 51? Y57 7197 AR N2 ‘?N D'IT?WJ snavn...

WO WAOY TR ORIV MRy onw mntivn Do nvnw n .0ontiy 95 miodn Jnobn wrn 8
JPTITA5 9900

And as it is written, “Your kingship is a kingship over all worlds.” The explanation: [as for] the life-
force of all the worlds, which are worlds without end, as it is written, “Is there any number to His
troops?”, nevertheless the source and root of their life-force is only from the level of His Malchus
(sovereignty), which is the level of the word of G-d, etc., which gives them life and brings them into
being from nothing to something constantly.
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[This is] because they are created beings with limits, whose comprehension has a limit, and “from

the earth to the firmament is a journey of five hundred years,” etc.
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And they bear no comparison at all to the light of G-d, which is on the level of the Infinite (Ein Sof),
revealed in the higher worlds.
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Therefore they cannot receive their life-force except from the level of the word of G-d, which is the
letters with which heaven and earth were created, etc., which are of the inanimate level relative to
the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He.
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As it is written, “Holy is Havayah of Hosts (Tzeva-os),” and as our Sages, of blessed memory, said,

“He is an os (a sign, or a letter) among His hosts (tzeva-os).”
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And although they are a thousand thousands, as it is written, “A thousand thousands served Him,

¢

and myriad myriads stood before Him,” etc., and as it is written, “Is there any number to His

troops?”, nevertheless, since they are limited, their life-force is only from the level of a single letter
alone, which is entirely of the inanimate level relative to the Name Havayah, which is on the level

of the Infinite, etc., as mentioned above.
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Now, the chain of descent of all the worlds, through myriads upon myriads of rungs, all depends on

the manner of the combinations of the letters in the level of the word of G-d, so that particular cre-

ated beings come into being, limited and separate, etc.
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And Yaakov our father, peace be upon him, wished to raise them up above. Therefore, “he took
from the stones of the place,” which are many letters, and made of them one stone, which is the let-
ter yud; this is [the meaning of] “and he placed [it] at his head,” etc.
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For just as below, in a person, there are intellect and emotive attributes (middos), and the letters
are what clothe the intellect and emotive attributes that are enclothed in them,
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so too above there are the levels of Chochmah, Binah and Daas and the seven lower [Sefiros]; only,
there He is “wise, but not with a known wisdom; understanding, but not with a known understand-

ing,” and not of any of these attributes, for there it is in a state of utter unity and self-nullification.
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As it is written, “Yours, Havayah, is the greatness,” etc., and “His life-forces and His vessels are

one,” etc. And the level of the word of G-d is the letters, in which Chochmah, Binah and Daas and

the emotive attributes are enclothed, which are the ten supernal Sefiros.
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And the level of the letter yud, which is a small point, alludes to the fact that the level of Chochmah,

which is the level of nothingness (ayin) and utter self-nullification, is enclothed in it.
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And the letter hei, which is a spreading out in length and breadth, alludes to its being a garment
for the level of Binah, etc.
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And likewise the other letters, in which the levels of the supernal emotive attributes are enclothed.
And this is [why| Yaakov made of all the stones one stone, which is the letter yud: to raise them up

to the level of supernal Chochmah.
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And then, afterward, “and he set it up as a pillar” is the level of the letter vav: he made and drew [it]

from the level of the yud to the level of the vav, so that supernal Chochmah would be enclothed be-

low in Torah and mitzvos.
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As is known, the form of the letter vav has the point of the yud at its head, and afterward it goes on
and extends downward. So too, “the Torah comes forth from supernal Chochmah,” and is drawn
down and spreads below into physical things, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “and he poured oil on its top.” The explanation: oil is the level of su-

pernal Chochmah, as it is written, “oil of holy anointing.”
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[This is] so that there be a revelation of supernal Chochmabh itself below, in the level of the pillar
mentioned above, which is the level of Torah and mitzvos, which are enclothed below in physical
things, “one who exchanges a cow for a donkey,” etc., kosher [and] unfit, etc.; nevertheless there

will be in them a revelation of supernal Chochmah itself, just as it is above.
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And as our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Just as there [it was] in dread and awe, so here [it must
be] in dread and awe.” The explanation: “just as there,” at the time of the Giving of the Torah on
Mount Sinai, they were in dread and awe, for then there was a revelation in the utmost degree, for

they heard from the mouth of the Essence of the Emanator, “I am Havayah your G-d,” etc.
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“So here”: that is, even as the Torah is enclothed below in physical things, it shall be through a rev-
elation of supernal Chochmah itself, just as it was then, as it is written, “And I have placed My

words in your mouth,” etc.
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And for there to be such a revelation below, Yaakov first needed to raise them up to the very high-
est, to the level of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin). As it is written, “and he
raised it up as a pillar”: for “their end is wedged in their beginning,” and through this “their begin-
ning is wedged in their end,” etc., for the higher a rung is, the more it is able to descend and spread

lower and lower, as is known.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And I shall return in peace to my father’s house, and Havayah will be

Elokim to me”: all this will come about through elevations and drawings-down, from below upward

and from above downward, which is the level of “and he placed [them] at his head,” etc., and after-

ward, “and he poured oil on it,” etc., as mentioned above.
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For “my father” refers to Yitzchak, as it is written, “For You are our father,” for in the time to come

they will say of Yitzchak, “For you are our father,” etc.
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Now, Yitzchak is from the term tzechok (laughter) and delight, as it is written, “[G-d] has made

laughter for me,” etc., “whoever hears will laugh (yitzchak) with me.”
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And [yitzchak, “he will laugh,”] is in the future tense, [meaning] that the supernal delight above will
be revealed; and this comes through the refinements (beirurim) below, in the manner of subjuga-
tion (iskafya) and transformation (is’hapcha) of darkness into light, through the elevations and

drawings-down mentioned above.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/vayeitzei/1/ 9

16

17

18



TORAH OHR - PARSHAS VAYEITZEI - MAAMAR 1 51? Y57 7197 AR N2 ‘?N D'IT?WJ snavn...

TMITOY N72TAN 78T DwnD 1m0 MIWIANM MW RN ROR 1IRY THRPY PINXM 213¥N7 1
1279 N1TPRNa 1997w 8% DR 1AYn 0°9apn PR T2TA0 OTRD OPRYR 93279 1Y¥aY) 71077 PRY
.nbyn% WM (121251 2”9
Like delight and laughter below, which come only from some change and novelty, for example a
talking bird and the like, whose way and nature is not to speak; whereas from a person who speaks
one receives no delight at all, since it is his constant way to speak. And exactly so above.
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Now, the level of Yaakov is yud-akev, which is the descent and chain-descent of G-dliness down to
the very lowest, even into the level of the heels, which are the utterly separate and limited worlds,

etc.
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As it is written, “And Yaakov went out from Be’er Sheva and went toward Charan”: [G-dliness] was
drawn down and descended through the chain of descent and contractions so far, so that limited

beings and worlds of separateness would come into being, something from nothing,
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which are separate created beings, which are something (yesh) and separate unto themselves;

[this] is called Charan (791), and it is from the term “my throat is parched (nichar, 711),” etc.
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That is, the divine life-force that is drawn down and enclothed in them, which is called the level of

the throat, which is voice, as is known, is covered and hidden in them completely,
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until they are worlds of separateness and utter darkness, as if they were something separate unto
themselves; and then it is called Charan, from the term “my throat is parched,” etc. And as it is

written, “I was mute with silence,” etc.
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Now, the ultimate purpose of the descent and chain-descent of the light of G-d so far, to a place of
darkness and worlds of separateness, is so that there be subjugation and transformation of dark-
ness into light, etc.:
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to transform all the bad emotive attributes (middos), which are the love and fiery flames for the
vanities of the world, or anger, etc.,
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to transform them so that they be for G-d alone, and to be in a state of self-nullification of the will
to G-d alone, and not in a state of being something separate unto itself, etc.
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And this level is called teshuvah (return), which is “with greater strength,” etc.; that is, [taking]| the

bad attributes that are in fiery flames, to transform them and return them to G-d alone, as men-

tioned above.
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(And this is [the meaning of| “In the place where penitents stand, the completely righteous cannot
stand.”) And through this a great delight is brought about above, and it comes from the subjugation

and transformation of darkness into light below.
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And this is [the meaning of] “One hour in teshuvah is more beautiful,” etc.: for specifically through

teshuvah such delight is brought about above, exactly like the parable of the talking bird men-

tioned above;

W»nd R”1 AWyl vUnan 5w NPT NIRAY %M rnan Iy 5y Y7101 1710 177910 °nan vyl "R
L% 212 WY 10 1P NN YA 7Y ORID °D T2

and then from the level of Charan (j71) is made rinah (717, joyous song). As is known concerning
chametz and matzah: from the letter ches of chametz (Y1) a hei is made, as it says in the Zohar,
Parshas Pinchas, on the verse “Rebuke the beast (chayas, read as ches) of the reed,” etc., and it be-

comes the level of matzah (73n).
12N nbsmb nwyIw NIYNn *°n2 RINY 737 0w TIAR2 W»nRd 117 AWyl 179109 15 o] 3”1

.9”15 RIDIINKI K*DINR

So too, from Charan is made rinah, as it is written, “When the wicked perish there is joyous song
(rinah)”; which is the delight that is brought about above from the subjugation and transformation,

as mentioned above.
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Now, this delight will be revealed specifically in the time to come, for then “I will remove the spirit
of impurity,” etc., so that there will no longer be darkness and refinements as there are now, in as-
cents and descents; rather, as it is written, “In plowing and in harvest you shall rest,” as explained
elsewhere.
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And there will be a revelation of the light of G-d below in a state of utter unity and self-nullification,
just as it is above in the higher worlds, where “He and His life-forces and His vessels are one,” etc.
For now it is from nothing to something, etc., whereas in the time to come it will be from some-

thing to nothing, in a state of self-nullification and transformation, etc.
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And then the supernal delight, which is on the level of the Infinite (Ein Sof), will be revealed; and
this is the level of the seventh day, “the day that is entirely Shabbos and rest for life everlasting,”
which is the revelation of the supernal delight, as is known, which comes about from the refine-

ments below during the six thousand years, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And I shall return,” etc., “to my father’s house”: it is the return and
restoration of the level of Yaakov from the level of Charan, as mentioned above, to the level of ri-
nah, which is called “my father’s house,” which is the level of Yitzchak, which is the supernal
laughter and delight that will be revealed in the time to come from the subjugation and transforma-

tion mentioned above.
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And this is why in the time to come they will say specifically of Yitzchak, “For you are our father”:

because this is the ultimate purpose of the descent and chain-descent of the worlds, so that

through it there will be laughter and delight above, as mentioned above.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And I shall return in peace,” etc. For the delight mentioned above,

which will be revealed in the time to come, comes specifically through elevations and drawings-

down, which are the refinements below in the manner of subjugation and transformation, as men-

tioned above; [and this] is called the level of peace (shalom).
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For peace is what joins two opposites, as it is written, “He makes peace in His heights”: for Michael

is the prince of water and Gavriel is the prince of fire, etc.
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Now, it is written, “Peace, peace, to the far and to the near.” That is, [there are] two levels of peace:

peace from below upward, that is, “to the far” who becomes near, which is the elevation from be-

low upward;
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and peace from above downward, that is, the descent and drawing down of G-dliness below into

Torah and mitzvos, as explained above on the verse “And he poured oil,” etc.
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And through the two levels of peace mentioned above, which are the transformation of darkness

into light, so that they will not be in the state of worlds of separateness but only in a state of unity
and self-nullification, exactly as it is above in the higher worlds,
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then “I shall return to my father’s house”: the supernal delight, which is truly on the level of the
Infinite (Ein Sof), far above the chain of descending worlds with its many rungs, above and below,
darkness and light, will be revealed of itself.
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Whereas relative to His essence and being, blessed be He, small and great are truly equal, without

change, and “darkness is exactly like light.”
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And then, “Havayah will be Elokim to me,” etc. For it is written, “For a sun and a shield is Havayah

Elokim”: just as the shield is a sheath for the sun, covering and concealing the light of the sun,
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so too the Name Elokim is a sheath for the Name Havayah, covering and concealing it, so that there
may be created beings that are limited and separate unto themselves; whereas the Name Havayah

is the drawing down of the light of G-d below, etc.
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Now, all this is within the chain of descending worlds, above and below, darkness and light.
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But in the time to come, when the supernal delight will be revealed, which is far above the chain of
descending worlds and far above the Name Havayah and the Name Elokim, then what is now the
level of the Name Havayah will then be the level of Elokim relative to the supernal delight men-

tioned above.
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And then “this stone which I have set up as a pillar,” as mentioned above, “will be a house of
Elokim”: it will be a house and vessel for the level of Elokim of the time to come, which is the level
of Havayah now.
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“And all that You will give me” is in the future tense; that is, all the ascents that there will be in the
time to come, all of them, “I will surely give a tenth of it to You,” in the manner of a tithe, as is

known; and this is enough for one who understands.
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Summary. (a) Yaakov drew the yud, supernal Chochmah, down to the level of the heels. And this is
the matter of Yaakov’s going out from Be’er Sheva, the Yesod of Imma, to the level of Charan, in or-

der to elevate the refinements of nogah;
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that is, his taking from the stones of the place, which are the letters of the word of G-d enclothed in
the inanimate, vegetative and animal, and making of them one stone, which is the level of the yud;
this is “and he placed [it] at his head” (see Zohar, Part I, folio 72, and Parshas Vayetzei, [folio] 151,

and Parshas Vayechi, [folio] 231, and what is explained on the verse “the stone of Israel”).
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And afterward, “and he set it up as a pillar”: the drawing down of the level of the vav, which ex-
tends from the yud; and this is the matter of “the Torah comes forth from Chochmah.” “And he
poured oil on it,” so that “just as there [it was| in dread and awe, so here in dread and awe.”
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(b) And through this, “I shall return in peace to my father’s house,” the level of Yitzchak, “For you
are our father”; and this is the laughter and delight that there will be in the time to come from these
refinements. That is, through subjugation and transformation, [it] is refined from the level of
Charan (171), and the ches turns into a hei, to become rinah (7717), the level of delight.
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(And similarly in the matter of the Exodus from Egypt (Mitzrayim): from the strait of the throat
(meitzar hagaron), in the manner of the level of Charan, “my throat is parched,” etc., “and they
embittered the lives of our fathers”; and when the Exodus from Egypt takes place, it is the level of

matzah, as opposed to chametz, like the difference between Charan and rinah.)
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(c) And the revelation of this delight is through the two levels of peace, “to the far and to the near”;
and then the Name Havayah will be only on the level of Elokim relative to that revelation.
Therefore “this stone,” which is the level of Malchus that receives from the Name Havayah, will be

the level of “a house of Elokim.”
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(It may also be said: since in the time to come they will say to Yitzchak, “For you are our father,”
this level is therefore connected with the Name Elokim; and this is [the meaning of] “Elokim has

made laughter for me.”)
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