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“And I Shall Return in Peace to My Father’s House”
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“And I shall return in peace to my father’s house, and Havayah will be Elokim to me; and this

stone, which I have set up as a pillar, will be a house of Elokim,” etc.
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Now, we need to understand the connection of the stone with the Name Havayah: that specifically

when Havayah will be Elokim, then the stone will be a house of Elokim, etc.
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We also need to understand [why] the phrase “this stone” (ha’even hazos) is in the feminine form,

while the word “will be” (yihyeh) is in the masculine form.
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To understand all the above, we must first preface and explain what is written just before it: “And he
came upon the place... and he took from the stones of the place and placed [them] at his head,”

etc., “and he set it up as a pillar,” etc.
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And we need to understand the matter of the stones, what they are; and also why at first there were

many stones, as it is written, “And he took from the stones of the place,” etc.
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And Yaakov made of them one stone, etc. But now, at the beginning of the parsha it is written, “And

Yaakov went out from Be’er Sheva and went toward Charan.”

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/vayeitzei/ 3
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The explanation: Yaakov is the level of yud-akev (a yud [and] a heel), which is the drawing down of
supernal Chochmah, which is the level of the yud, down to the very lowest, even into the level of
the heels.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And Yaakov went out from Be’er Sheva and went toward Charan”: the
level of Yaakov is what draws down from the level of Be’er Sheva, which is at the very highest,
[where] “He and His life-forces and His vessels are one,” through the chain of descending worlds
(hishtalshelus) to the very lowest, to the lowest rung, which is the level of Charan, as will be ex-
plained below, with G-d’s help.
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As it is written, “Command the salvations (yeshuos) of Yaakov.” Yeshuos (my12°) are the three hun-

dred and seventy (¥”¥, shin-ayin) supernal lights, and the level of Yaakov joins them and draws

them down below, into the level of the heels as well.
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Yeshuos is also from the term “turning” (she’iyah), as it is written, “And Havayah turned (vayisha)
to Hevel,” etc., which is the descent and drawing down of His light, blessed be He, to the very low-

est, etc.
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However, as the light of G-d descends so far, through many contractions (tzimtzumim), until it
comes down even to the level of Charan, it becomes a world of utter separateness, as it is written,
“And a river goes out from Eden,” which is the level of supernal Chochmah, “to water the garden,”

etc.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/vayeitzei/ 4
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“And from there it divides”: when it is drawn from there through many stages of descent and many
contractions, they become utterly separate beings. And Yaakov our father, peace be upon him,
wished to raise them up to the very highest, so that below too there would be true unity and self-

nullification (bittul), just as it is above, [where] “His life-forces and His vessels are one,” etc.
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Therefore it says, “And he took from the stones of the place,” etc. For it is known that letters are
called “stones,” as it says in Sefer Yetzirah, “Two stones build two houses; three stones build six
houses,” etc.
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For just as from many stones one house is made, in which one can dwell, so from many letters

words are made, in which the intellect is enclothed.
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And also, just as stones are of the inanimate level, which is the lowest rung of all four foundations,
inanimate, vegetative, animal and speaking, so too the letters, relative to the intellect enclothed in

them, are utterly of the inanimate level, for they bear no comparison to the intellect at all.
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It is thus understood from all the above that letters are called “stones.” And so it is above, for it is

written, “By the word of Havayah the heavens were made,” etc.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/vayeitzei/ 5
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And as it is written, “Your kingship is a kingship over all worlds.” The explanation: [as for] the life-
force of all the worlds, which are worlds without end, as it is written, “Is there any number to His
troops?”, nevertheless the source and root of their life-force is only from the level of His Malchus
(sovereignty), which is the level of the word of G-d, etc., which gives them life and brings them into
being from nothing to something constantly.
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[This is] because they are created beings with limits, whose comprehension has a limit, and “from

the earth to the firmament is a journey of five hundred years,” etc.
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And they bear no comparison at all to the light of G-d, which is on the level of the Infinite (Ein Sof),
revealed in the higher worlds.
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Therefore they cannot receive their life-force except from the level of the word of G-d, which is the
letters with which heaven and earth were created, etc., which are of the inanimate level relative to
the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He.
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As it is written, “Holy is Havayah of Hosts (Tzeva-os),” and as our Sages, of blessed memory, said,

“He is an os (a sign, or a letter) among His hosts (tzeva-os).”

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/vayeitzei/ 6
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And although they are a thousand thousands, as it is written, “A thousand thousands served Him,

¢

and myriad myriads stood before Him,” etc., and as it is written, “Is there any number to His

troops?”, nevertheless, since they are limited, their life-force is only from the level of a single letter
alone, which is entirely of the inanimate level relative to the Name Havayah, which is on the level

of the Infinite, etc., as mentioned above.

N1°M23W NIPNIRT °D17°% 19K 299 D571 7PN N7 11227 71392 MRt Do mbwhnwn Im
210 007791 D123 75y 027110 0°KR121 MINAY 0T AT

Now, the chain of descent of all the worlds, through myriads upon myriads of rungs, all depends on

the manner of the combinations of the letters in the level of the word of G-d, so that particular cre-

ated beings come into being, limited and separate, etc.
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And Yaakov our father, peace be upon him, wished to raise them up above. Therefore, “he took
from the stones of the place,” which are many letters, and made of them one stone, which is the let-
ter yud; this is [the meaning of] “and he placed [it] at his head,” etc.
07 DPMIRT M7 950 w0 ORI O0RPY 1OV 1D PMYRIN vt MY VPR MR RIY
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For just as below, in a person, there are intellect and emotive attributes (middos), and the letters
are what clothe the intellect and emotive attributes that are enclothed in them,
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so too above there are the levels of Chochmah, Binah and Daas and the seven lower [Sefiros]; only,
there He is “wise, but not with a known wisdom; understanding, but not with a known understand-

ing,” and not of any of these attributes, for there it is in a state of utter unity and self-nullification.
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As it is written, “Yours, Havayah, is the greatness,” etc., and “His life-forces and His vessels are

one,” etc. And the level of the word of G-d is the letters, in which Chochmah, Binah and Daas and

the emotive attributes are enclothed, which are the ten supernal Sefiros.
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And the level of the letter yud, which is a small point, alludes to the fact that the level of Chochmah,

which is the level of nothingness (ayin) and utter self-nullification, is enclothed in it.
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And the letter hei, which is a spreading out in length and breadth, alludes to its being a garment
for the level of Binah, etc.
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And likewise the other letters, in which the levels of the supernal emotive attributes are enclothed.
And this is [why| Yaakov made of all the stones one stone, which is the letter yud: to raise them up

to the level of supernal Chochmah.

mMwabnn NP M na% v onan Penm awyw 1PRIT MR N2 RIT 72878 70K D 9UNR IR
771 NTIPI R DY 17RIT NIR N3N PTIT (mem nn] 30 9133 Rk ARy 1m0 N3

And then, afterward, “and he set it up as a pillar” is the level of the letter vav: he made and drew [it]

from the level of the yud to the level of the vav, so that supernal Chochmah would be enclothed be-

low in Torah and mitzvos.
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As is known, the form of the letter vav has the point of the yud at its head, and afterward it goes on
and extends downward. So too, “the Torah comes forth from supernal Chochmah,” and is drawn
down and spreads below into physical things, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “and he poured oil on its top.” The explanation: oil is the level of su-
pernal Chochmah, as it is written, “oil of holy anointing.”
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[This is] so that there be a revelation of supernal Chochmabh itself below, in the level of the pillar
mentioned above, which is the level of Torah and mitzvos, which are enclothed below in physical
things, “one who exchanges a cow for a donkey,” etc., kosher [and] unfit, etc.; nevertheless there

will be in them a revelation of supernal Chochmah itself, just as it is above.
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And as our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Just as there [it was] in dread and awe, so here [it must
be] in dread and awe.” The explanation: “just as there,” at the time of the Giving of the Torah on
Mount Sinai, they were in dread and awe, for then there was a revelation in the utmost degree, for

they heard from the mouth of the Essence of the Emanator, “I am Havayah your G-d,” etc.
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“So here”: that is, even as the Torah is enclothed below in physical things, it shall be through a rev-
elation of supernal Chochmah itself, just as it was then, as it is written, “And I have placed My

words in your mouth,” etc.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/vayeitzei/ 9
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And for there to be such a revelation below, Yaakov first needed to raise them up to the very high-
est, to the level of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin). As it is written, “and he
raised it up as a pillar”: for “their end is wedged in their beginning,” and through this “their begin-
ning is wedged in their end,” etc., for the higher a rung is, the more it is able to descend and spread

lower and lower, as is known.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And I shall return in peace to my father’s house, and Havayah will be

Elokim to me”: all this will come about through elevations and drawings-down, from below upward

and from above downward, which is the level of “and he placed [them] at his head,” etc., and after-

ward, “and he poured oil on it,” etc., as mentioned above.

(X125 Tayow] PPYRY 13°3R TINR 9D WrH1 PAXS DY ORP AR 7137 90 9713 10 1w 100y PR O7ANY
J1212°2R INR °D Prx® 59 178>

For “my father” refers to Yitzchak, as it is written, “For You are our father,” for in the time to come

they will say of Yitzchak, “For you are our father,” etc.
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Now, Yitzchak is from the term tzechok (laughter) and delight, as it is written, “[G-d] has made

laughter for me,” etc., “whoever hears will laugh (yitzchak) with me.”
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And [yitzchak, “he will laugh,”] is in the future tense, [meaning] that the supernal delight above will
be revealed; and this comes through the refinements (beirurim) below, in the manner of subjuga-
tion (iskafya) and transformation (is’hapcha) of darkness into light, through the elevations and

drawings-down mentioned above.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/vayeitzei/ 10
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Like delight and laughter below, which come only from some change and novelty, for example a
talking bird and the like, whose way and nature is not to speak; whereas from a person who speaks
one receives no delight at all, since it is his constant way to speak. And exactly so above.
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Now, the level of Yaakov is yud-akev, which is the descent and chain-descent of G-dliness down to
the very lowest, even into the level of the heels, which are the utterly separate and limited worlds,

etc.
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As it is written, “And Yaakov went out from Be’er Sheva and went toward Charan”: [G-dliness] was
drawn down and descended through the chain of descent and contractions so far, so that limited

beings and worlds of separateness would come into being, something from nothing,

a1 PIWDR R 7PN PIW ey va03] YUH 7D WO M2 OO 0°77893 [oxaa:) RT3 N2 Onw
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which are separate created beings, which are something (yesh) and separate unto themselves;

[this] is called Charan (791), and it is from the term “my throat is parched (nichar, 711),” etc.
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That is, the divine life-force that is drawn down and enclothed in them, which is called the level of

the throat, which is voice, as is known, is covered and hidden in them completely,
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until they are worlds of separateness and utter darkness, as if they were something separate unto
themselves; and then it is called Charan, from the term “my throat is parched,” etc. And as it is

written, “I was mute with silence,” etc.
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Now, the ultimate purpose of the descent and chain-descent of the light of G-d so far, to a place of
darkness and worlds of separateness, is so that there be subjugation and transformation of dark-
ness into light, etc.:
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to transform all the bad emotive attributes (middos), which are the love and fiery flames for the
vanities of the world, or anger, etc.,
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to transform them so that they be for G-d alone, and to be in a state of self-nullification of the will
to G-d alone, and not in a state of being something separate unto itself, etc.
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And this level is called teshuvah (return), which is “with greater strength,” etc.; that is, [taking]| the

bad attributes that are in fiery flames, to transform them and return them to G-d alone, as men-

tioned above.
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(And this is [the meaning of| “In the place where penitents stand, the completely righteous cannot
stand.”) And through this a great delight is brought about above, and it comes from the subjugation

and transformation of darkness into light below.
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And this is [the meaning of] “One hour in teshuvah is more beautiful,” etc.: for specifically through

teshuvah such delight is brought about above, exactly like the parable of the talking bird men-

tioned above;
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and then from the level of Charan (j71) is made rinah (717, joyous song). As is known concerning
chametz and matzah: from the letter ches of chametz (Y1) a hei is made, as it says in the Zohar,
Parshas Pinchas, on the verse “Rebuke the beast (chayas, read as ches) of the reed,” etc., and it be-

comes the level of matzah (73n).
12N nbsmb nwyIw NIYNn *°n2 RINY 737 0w TIAR2 W»nRd 117 AWyl 179109 15 o] 3”1
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So too, from Charan is made rinah, as it is written, “When the wicked perish there is joyous song
(rinah)”; which is the delight that is brought about above from the subjugation and transformation,
as mentioned above.
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Now, this delight will be revealed specifically in the time to come, for then “I will remove the spirit
of impurity,” etc., so that there will no longer be darkness and refinements as there are now, in as-
cents and descents; rather, as it is written, “In plowing and in harvest you shall rest,” as explained
elsewhere.
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And there will be a revelation of the light of G-d below in a state of utter unity and self-nullification,
just as it is above in the higher worlds, where “He and His life-forces and His vessels are one,” etc.
For now it is from nothing to something, etc., whereas in the time to come it will be from some-

thing to nothing, in a state of self-nullification and transformation, etc.
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And then the supernal delight, which is on the level of the Infinite (Ein Sof), will be revealed; and
this is the level of the seventh day, “the day that is entirely Shabbos and rest for life everlasting,”
which is the revelation of the supernal delight, as is known, which comes about from the refine-

ments below during the six thousand years, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And I shall return,” etc., “to my father’s house”: it is the return and
restoration of the level of Yaakov from the level of Charan, as mentioned above, to the level of ri-
nah, which is called “my father’s house,” which is the level of Yitzchak, which is the supernal
laughter and delight that will be revealed in the time to come from the subjugation and transforma-

tion mentioned above.
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And this is why in the time to come they will say specifically of Yitzchak, “For you are our father”:

because this is the ultimate purpose of the descent and chain-descent of the worlds, so that

through it there will be laughter and delight above, as mentioned above.

DAY NMISWHM MIRPYN N2 7y RPIT RIT 720Y2 A200w 5730 239 °n2 95 10 215w3 Snawy inn
.017 12 RIPIW 9715 RIDANKI KDINK 2132 vnD 0°117°31 13

And this is [the meaning of] “And I shall return in peace,” etc. For the delight mentioned above,

which will be revealed in the time to come, comes specifically through elevations and drawings-

down, which are the refinements below in the manner of subjugation and transformation, as men-

tioned above; [and this] is called the level of peace (shalom).
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For peace is what joins two opposites, as it is written, “He makes peace in His heights”: for Michael

is the prince of water and Gavriel is the prince of fire, etc.
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Now, it is written, “Peace, peace, to the far and to the near.” That is, [there are] two levels of peace:

peace from below upward, that is, “to the far” who becomes near, which is the elevation from be-

low upward;
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and peace from above downward, that is, the descent and drawing down of G-dliness below into

Torah and mitzvos, as explained above on the verse “And he poured oil,” etc.
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And through the two levels of peace mentioned above, which are the transformation of darkness

into light, so that they will not be in the state of worlds of separateness but only in a state of unity

and self-nullification, exactly as it is above in the higher worlds,
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then “I shall return to my father’s house”: the supernal delight, which is truly on the level of the
Infinite (Ein Sof), far above the chain of descending worlds with its many rungs, above and below,
darkness and light, will be revealed of itself.
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Whereas relative to His essence and being, blessed be He, small and great are truly equal, without
change, and “darkness is exactly like light.”
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And then, “Havayah will be Elokim to me,” etc. For it is written, “For a sun and a shield is Havayah

Elokim”: just as the shield is a sheath for the sun, covering and concealing the light of the sun,
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so too the Name Elokim is a sheath for the Name Havayah, covering and concealing it, so that there
may be created beings that are limited and separate unto themselves; whereas the Name Havayah

is the drawing down of the light of G-d below, etc.
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Now, all this is within the chain of descending worlds, above and below, darkness and light.
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But in the time to come, when the supernal delight will be revealed, which is far above the chain of

descending worlds and far above the Name Havayah and the Name Elokim, then what is now the

level of the Name Havayah will then be the level of Elokim relative to the supernal delight men-

tioned above.
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And then “this stone which I have set up as a pillar,” as mentioned above, “will be a house of
Elokim”: it will be a house and vessel for the level of Elokim of the time to come, which is the level

of Havayah now.
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“And all that You will give me” is in the future tense; that is, all the ascents that there will be in the
time to come, all of them, “I will surely give a tenth of it to You,” in the manner of a tithe, as is

known; and this is enough for one who understands.
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Summary. (a) Yaakov drew the yud, supernal Chochmah, down to the level of the heels. And this is
the matter of Yaakov’s going out from Be’er Sheva, the Yesod of Imma, to the level of Charan, in or-

der to elevate the refinements of nogah;
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that is, his taking from the stones of the place, which are the letters of the word of G-d enclothed in
the inanimate, vegetative and animal, and making of them one stone, which is the level of the yud;
this is “and he placed [it] at his head” (see Zohar, Part I, folio 72, and Parshas Vayetzei, [folio] 151,

and Parshas Vayechi, [folio] 231, and what is explained on the verse “the stone of Israel”).
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And afterward, “and he set it up as a pillar”: the drawing down of the level of the vav, which ex-
tends from the yud; and this is the matter of “the Torah comes forth from Chochmah.” “And he

poured oil on it,” so that “just as there [it was| in dread and awe, so here in dread and awe.”
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(b) And through this, “I shall return in peace to my father’s house,” the level of Yitzchak, “For you
are our father”; and this is the laughter and delight that there will be in the time to come from these
refinements. That is, through subjugation and transformation, [it] is refined from the level of
Charan (171), and the ches turns into a hei, to become rinah (7717), the level of delight.
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(And similarly in the matter of the Exodus from Egypt (Mitzrayim): from the strait of the throat
(meitzar hagaron), in the manner of the level of Charan, “my throat is parched,” etc., “and they
embittered the lives of our fathers”; and when the Exodus from Egypt takes place, it is the level of

matzah, as opposed to chametz, like the difference between Charan and rinah.)
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(c) And the revelation of this delight is through the two levels of peace, “to the far and to the near”;
and then the Name Havayah will be only on the level of Elokim relative to that revelation.
Therefore “this stone,” which is the level of Malchus that receives from the Name Havayah, will be

the level of “a house of Elokim.”
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(It may also be said: since in the time to come they will say to Yitzchak, “For you are our father,”
this level is therefore connected with the Name Elokim; and this is [the meaning of] “Elokim has

made laughter for me.”)
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An Explanation of the Above
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An explanation of the above.
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“And Havayah will be to me as Elokim, and this stone, which I have set up as a pillar, shall be a
house of Elokim.” [We need] to understand the meaning of this prayer and request: that Havayah
will be at the level of Elokim, and the stone at the level of a house of Elokim.
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And in order to understand how the stone could be at so great a level as to be an established place
and a dwelling for the resting of supernal holiness, to the point that the Name of Heaven would rest
upon the stone, so that it would be called by the name “house of Elokim,” we must understand the
meaning of the whole portion, “And Yaakov went out,” etc.
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The matter [is this]: it is written, “Command the salvations of Yaakov.” The level of Yaakov is called

“salvations” (yeshuos).

9m195 112°N2 MDD O NPMIR IRYA [(370) y7w] YW RIT 725N0 VI 737 MY 1R IR0
1RV 197971 [(370) yrw) Y70 1°23N0 2PY° N2 YW

And the explanation of the word yeshuos: the root of the word is y”¥ [whose numerical value is 370],
and the remaining letters are additions to the word. That is to say, through the level of Yaakov the

370 supernal lights (shin-ayin nehorin ila’in) are revealed.
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And also, y”? is from the expression “And Havayah turned to Hevel,” which is an expression of
turning [toward]. That is, all supernal turnings and drawings-down turn and are drawn down

through the level of Yaakov, [which is] yud-akev (a yud [and] a heel).
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And the meaning of these lights and drawings-down is the revelation of the illuminations and

drawings-down from the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) itself, which, as its name is, so it is: it has no

end, etc.

219 199X T19Y 1°RY 11°2 RD°DN *AWNHn N°9Y 200N wHn R 1omp KP191 990 1onby 9712 110K)

And it is not within the bounds of worlds at all; “all before Him is considered as truly nothing,” and
“no thought can grasp Him,” and there is nothing comparable to Him, etc.
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For “Your kingship is a kingship over all worlds,” and “His glory” and His radiance “is over earth
and heaven,” etc.: merely a radiance and illumination, which is clothed and spreads within the

worlds,
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to bring them into being and to give them life, so that they be living and existing, from nothingness
into being, in a manner of concealment and hiding of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, itself, so
that the worlds would not be nullified out of existence and return to being nothing and naught, as

they were [before];
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that is, through many contractions (tzimtzumim) and various enclothements in the descent of the
levels, according to the way and order of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus). But the
Infinite Light, blessed be He, in Its essence and Its glory, is exalted and uplifted, etc., and is far, far

above the level of hishtalshelus.
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And through the level of Yaakov, yud-akev, the Infinite Light, blessed be He, which is above the lev-
el of hishtalshelus, is drawn down, so that it shines below, in a revelation to the G-dly soul that is in
each and every Jew, so that there is a revelation of the very Infinite Light, blessed be He, upon his

soul.
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And this is through his having taken “of the stones of the place, and he put [them] at his head.”
Stones are letters, as it is stated in Sefer Yetzirah: “Two stones build two houses.”
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And the reason that letters are called by the name “stones” is that, just as through a number of
stones a house is built for a person to dwell in, etc., so through a number of combinations of letters
words are made, and from a number of combinations of words a complete subject is made, from

within which some concept and comprehension is understood and grasped.
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And the intellect rests and is clothed in these letters, just as “with the beauty of a man, to dwell in a

house,” through combinations of stones.
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And there is yet another reason: just as the stones are inanimate and have no comparison or rela-
tion to the person who lives in the house built of the stones, so the letters are at the level of the
inanimate relative to the intellect that rests and is clothed in them, and have no comparison or re-

lation to it.
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Therefore they are nullified relative to the intellect. (And see what is written in Parshas Bereishis,
in the discourse beginning “To understand, with an additional explanation of the matter of ‘And He
formed.’”)
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And therefore He is called “Havayah Tzevakos” [Havayah of hosts]: “He is a sign (os) among His
host,” for all the worlds and the creatures came into being from the level of the letters of the Ten
Utterances with which the world was created: “Let there be light,” “Let there be a firmament,” etc.
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And all the host of the upper heavens, “a thousand thousands and ten thousand times ten
thousand,” and “to His troops there is no number,” are nullified relative to the Infinite Light,
blessed be He, like the nullification of the letters, which are at the level of the inanimate, relative to
the intellect.
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Since they are at the level of limitation, [a span of] five hundred years, etc., and are created and
brought into being anew from nothingness into being, there is no comparison [between them and]

Him, may He be blessed.
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And as is known regarding comparison in number: the number one, relative to a thousand thou-

sands, etc., has some comparison and relation;
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which is not so with Him, may He be blessed, who is the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He: there
is no comparison at all. And therefore it is said, “He is an os among His host,” for all the hosts are

nothing but a single letter (os) relative to the Infinite Light, blessed be He.
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Now, concerning “the stones of the place,” which are the level of letters, it is written, “and he put
[them] at his head”: that he raised and elevated them far, far above the level of hishtalshelus, that
is, to the level of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin).
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For since the letters are at the level of the inanimate, they therefore have the power and ability to
rise far, far above, as is known, that “their beginning is wedged in their end,” specifically; and
sovev kol almin is like the analogy of the circle, in which what is below becomes above. And as it is

written, “and beneath are the arms of the world.”
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Now, it is written, “He took of the stones of the place,” and not “all the stones,” because not all the
letters have this power, but only the letter yud, which is the level of a vessel for Chochmah
(wisdom).
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And Chochmah is koach mah (the power of “what”), the level of self-nullification (bittul). Therefore
the Infinite Light, blessed be He, the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), rests and
is revealed there, for “Havayah, with Chochmah,” etc.; and the Infinite Light, blessed be He, rests

and is revealed only in one who is nullified, etc.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/vayeitzei/ 23



TORAH OHR - PARSHAS VAYEITZEI - MAAMAR 2 ‘?”Jﬂ ‘?y 2182

DPwn? RIIR 17393 RWN 53D [xaomn woyan] AP AR 27 W7RYY) PRIWRIN O WK 12RT 10N
12%71 NIR QW™ 3”NRY (7 X7 N2

And this is “the stone that he had put at his head.” (And see what is written on the saying of the

Ra’aya Mehemna in Parshas Ki Sisa concerning “a stone to weigh with: this is yud.”) And afterward,

“and he set it up as a pillar,”
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and as the Targum renders it, “and he placed it standing (kama),” which is as it is written, “my

sheaf arose (kamah) and also stood upright.” That is, whereas the stone had been lying below on

the ground, afterward he stood it up and raised it further, from below upward.
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And this is ascent after ascent, to the level and the sources of the thirteen supernal attributes of
mercy, which are the level of yuds [and] vavs; for the place where the hair draws its nourishment,
and its follicle, is the level of yud, and the hair itself, which is a drawing-down, is the level of vav.
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And this is “and he put [them] at his head ... and he set it up as a pillar”: at first, when he put it at

his head, it is the level of yud; and afterward, when it becomes a pillar, it is the level of vav. And all

these levels are levels of elevation from below upward.
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That is, the ascent of the Chochmah in the soul to the Infinite Light, blessed be He, which rests and
is revealed in it; for the soul is at the level of a being created and brought into being anew from

nothingness into being, at the level of letters, etc.
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And one must raise it from below upward, to the Infinite Light, blessed be He, the light that encom-
passes all worlds: “and let him return to Havayah, and He will have mercy on him,” from the level
of the thirteen attributes of mercy. And this elevation is specifically through the level of Chochmabh,
koach mabh.
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Gloss.
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At first glance this is not understood, for the yuds in the tikkunim (arrangements) of the beard are
higher than the vavs, as stated above: the place where the hair draws nourishment, and its follicle,
is the level of yud, that is, the place where it draws nourishment from the Mocha Stima’ah (the
Hidden Mind), which is exceedingly higher and more exalted than the hairs themselves, which are

the level of vav.
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Yet the level of “and he set it up as a pillar” implies that it is ascent after ascent, higher than the
level of “at his head,” which is the level of yud. And this is two [statements] that contradict each

other.
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But the explanation is: “at his head” is the level of the Chochmah of Atzilus; and afterward, “and he
set it up as a pillar,” when it becomes the level of vav, is the level of Abba, who draws nourishment
from the Mazla; for the level of the hairs of the tikkunim of the beard, which are vavs, is higher
than the yud of Chochmabh Ila’ah (supernal Chochmabh).
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Afterward, “and he poured oil upon its top”: that is, a drawing-down from the Mocha Stima’ah it-
self into the mazalos, etc. And from this itself the revelation is drawn down below, into the laws of
the Oral Torah, whose root is in the strands of the Mocha Stima’ah. And of this it is said, “Exalt her,

and she will uplift you,” etc.
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However, this is not the ultimate intent; rather, [the intent is] that afterward “he poured oil upon its
top.” Oil is the drawing-down of Chochmah Ila’ah (supernal Chochmah), which is the Torah and
His will, may He be blessed, which are drawn down through the level of Yaakov, yud-akev, as it is
written, “He established a testimony in Yaakov and set a Torah in Israel”:
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that in the study of the Torah below, in physical matters, [as in] “one who exchanges a cow for a
donkey,” etc., there should be a revelation of the drawing-down of Chochmah Ila’ah.
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For all the details of the laws, which have become separate, have “their foundation in the moun-
tains of holiness” above, in Chochmah Ila’ah, for so His wisdom and will, may He be blessed,

determined.
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Therefore the study of Torah must also be in this manner: to draw Chochmah Ila’ah into one’s
soul. And through this the sitra achra (the other side) is subdued (iskafya) and transformed
(is’hapcha), etc.
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Therefore our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Just as there [it was] with dread and with awe, so
here [it must be] with dread,” etc.: that dread and fear should fall upon a person when he occupies

himselfwith the Torah, as at the time it was received at Mount Sinai.
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Now, there at Mount Sinai, “all the people saw the sounds and the flames,” etc.; “face to face
Havayah spoke with you,” etc.
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And how can every person draw this awe upon himself at all times? Only when a person takes to
heart that the Torah he studies is the drawing-down of Chochmah Ila’ah,
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and there rests and is revealed the Infinite Light, blessed be He, which is far, far above the bounds
of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus); and before Him “darkness is as light”: above and
below, spiritual and physical, are equal. If so, there is no hiding of the Face here at all. Therefore,

“just as there,” etc.: all is equal.
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Now, [we need] to understand the purpose of the descent of Yaakov, yud-akev: that the 370 lights be

revealed below, and to take “of the stones of the place” to raise them upward, and afterward to

draw down the level of oil, which is the level of Chochmah Ila’ah, from above to below.

1 ']‘? mwby DTN T YT 191 PR RITOARD LYW RN PP KXY W RNT O AT
DA na 1‘? M2 AW 12 A7M2amM nkakth

And this descent is what is written, “And Yaakov went out from Be’er Sheva.” Be’er (well) is the
source and flowing spring of the seven (sheva) supernal attributes, “Yours, Havayah, are the great-

ness and the might,” etc., which are the level of “Yours,” the level of self-nullification (bittul).
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“And he went toward Charan.” Charan (7"71), with the kollel, is numerically equal to garon (7”173,
throat). But the level of garon is when the voice goes out in its normal way, without hindrance and

without obstruction;
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whereas charan has the letters of nichar, as it is written, “I am weary with my crying; my throat is
parched (nichar).” And this is when the element of fire prevails in it; for the voice is composed of

fire, air and water.
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Air is the essential extension of the breath of the heart; water is the moisture of the lung; and fire is
what divides the voice, making the pause so that it divides into the five articulations of the mouth,

the organs of speech.
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And when the element of fire prevails excessively, it is what interrupts the voice, until it cannot go
out in the continuous passage of its normal way.
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And so is the level of Charan: that is, the level of what interrupts the voice, [the voice] being the
drawing-down of the life-force (chayus) and light of the Infinite One, blessed be He;
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so that the drawing-down is not in its normal way, in holiness alone, but rather the kelipos (husks)
and the sitra achra also have nourishment and a hold in this drawing-down. And then it is called by
the level of “I was mute with silence,” for the voice and the drawing-down are interrupted, and

there comes to be the level of separateness.
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And this level is both in the conduct of the worlds, which is the matter of the exile of Israel and the
subjugation in Egypt and Babylon, because of the intensity of the fire and the strength of judgment;
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and in every Jewish soul, in the service of G-d, when his study of Torah is in a state of separateness
and not in a state of self-nullification (bittul) to the Infinite Light, blessed be He, so as to be a reve-
lation of His wisdom, etc., because of the intensity of the fire and heat that come from his body and

the animal soul, which he is drawn after.
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But the purpose of this descent of the level of Yaakov “from a lofty peak,” from Be’er Sheva, the
source of the supernal attributes, which are self-nullification to Him, may He be blessed (“Yours,
Havayah, is the greatness,” etc.), “to a deep pit,” the place of Charan, which interrupts and holds
back the voice of the drawing-down so that it becomes the level of separateness, is in order that

there be subjugation (iskafya) and transformation (is’hapcha).
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And then from Charan (j71) is made rinah (7117, joyous song), for the ches is broken open and be-
comes a hei, as it is stated in the Zohar on the verse “Rebuke the beast (chayas) of the reeds,” that

from chametz (Y1) is made matzah (7%7).
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And this is “and I shall return in peace to my father’s house”: “and I shall return” from Charan. “To
my father’s house”: this is the level of Yitzchak; and Yitzchak is so called on account of “G-d has

made laughter (tzechok) for me,”
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and it is the level of rinah, which is made from Charan. And it is written, “whoever hears will laugh
(yitzchak) for me”: yitzchak is in the future tense, that is, at the coming of Mashiach, speedily in

our days, for then “Iwill transform the peoples,” etc.
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For when |[the sitra achra] is subdued and transformed, then there comes to be the level of laughter
and joy; as, by way of analogy, the laughter of the king and the ministers at the transformation of
something remote and strange, as from a bird that speaks, which is a novelty; whereas with a man

who speaks, whose way is to do so, laughter does not apply.
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Therefore our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “In the place where baalei teshuvah (returnees)
stand,” etc., because darkness is transformed, etc. And our Sages, of blessed memory, also said, “If
Israel do teshuvah, they are redeemed,” etc.; for this is the purpose of the coming of Mashiach:
that there be the laughter and joy, when the sitra achra is subdued and darkness is transformed

into light.
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And this is [the meaning of] the saying of our Sages, of blessed memory, that in the future they will
say to Yitzchak, “For you are our father”; for the purpose of the descent of the soul into the body in
this world, and the purpose of the descent of Israel into exile and subjugation and the pressure of
earning a livelihood, is so that they will ascend and come and reach the level of Yitzchak, which is

laughter and joy, etc.
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But how does one return from the level of Charan to the level of Yitzchak mentioned above? For
this the verse says, “in peace”; for peace is what joins and binds two opposites,
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as it is written, “He makes peace in His heights,” between Michael, etc.; “Peace, peace to the far,”
who becomes near, etc. And beshalom (in peace) is two [kinds of] peace, from below upward and

from above downward, as explained elsewhere.
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Now, when the supernal laughter is revealed in the future, when [the sitra achra] is subdued and
transformed, that is, when the kelipos and the sitra achra will have no dominion or nourishment at
all, as it is written, “And I will remove the spirit of impurity from the earth,” then the materiality
and coarseness of the world will be refined, so that it will not be at the level of something (yesh), a
thing separate unto itself; rather, all will be included in the level of nothing (ayin).
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For this is the purpose of the creation of the worlds from nothing into something: in order to trans-

form [them] from the level of yesh to the level of ayin. And then, “Havayah will be to me as Elokim.”
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For Elokim is the concealment and the contraction (tzimtzum), so that the worlds are created from

nothing into something;
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and Havayah is the level of the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of the Infinite Light, blessed be He,
which gives life and brings into being, etc.
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As it is written, “For a sun and a shield is Havayah Elokim”: Elokim becomes the level of a shield
for the Name Havayah, which is at the level of the sun, etc.
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But all this is in the realm of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus) and the descent of the
levels, which is at the level of a radiance and illumination from the Infinite Light, blessed be He, to
bring created beings into being and give them life according to the order of the descending chain

of levels, level after level;
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for the upper levels receive the most sublime and spiritual light, etc., and whatever is lower and
lower is contracted and clothed, etc.
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But in the time to come, when the supernal laughter is revealed, which is from the level of transfor-
mation, etc., there will be a revelation of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, in Its essence and Its glo-
ry, which is far, far above the level of hishtalshelus.
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For “eye to eye they will see,” etc.; “and all flesh will see,” etc.; “and they will enter the caves of the

rocks and the holes of the dust, from before the terror of Havayah,” etc.
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And then the level of Havayah, which is the Infinite Light, blessed be He, that is drawn down and
spreads to be clothed within the worlds in the order of hishtalshelus, will be considered the level of

Elokim, that is, the level of contraction;
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for in truth it is nothing but a contracted radiance and illumination compared to the Infinite Light,
blessed be He, in Its essence and Its glory, before which above and below are equal, and “darkness

is as light.”
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“And this stone, which I have set up as a pillar”: this is the level of yud, the vessel of Chochmah,

which is from the level of letters, the level of the inanimate, that is, the level of coming into being

from nothing into something.
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But since “I have set [it] up as a pillar,” for I raised and elevated [it], etc., therefore it will have the
power and ability to be a “house of Elokim”: that this level of Elokim, which is the Infinite Light,
blessed be He, that is within the worlds, will rest and be revealed in these letters, and the letters will

be a dwelling and an established place for His abode, may He be blessed.
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And all this is through the level of Yaakov, yud-akev: “Command the salvations of Yaakov,” the rev-

elation of the 370 lights that are in them; and through this we will merit all these levels. “And of all
that You give me, I will tithe, tithe it (aser a’asrenu) to You.”
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The matter is this: it is known that there will be elevation after elevation without end, [in] the days
of Mashiach and the Resurrection of the Dead, many Shemitah cycles and Jubilees, etc., and each

elevation greater than the other.
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But before the elevation that comes after [each] elevation, there must remain from the first eleva-
tion [something] in the manner of an arousal from below, for the arousal from above that is in the
second elevation; and this arousal from below that remains from the first elevation is called the

level of maaser (the tithe).
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And this is what is written, “And of all that You give me,” in the future, that is, all the ascents that
there will be without end, “I will tithe, tithe it”: there will be many tithes, for each ascent a level of
tithe of its own, and always “I will tithe, tithe it,” until it reaches “to You,” to the level of the Infinite
Light, blessed be He, itself.
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And just as He, may He be blessed, is infinite, so there will be ascents without end; and all is
through the level of Yaakov, yud-akev, etc., as [explained] above.
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And this suffices for one who understands. (And regarding what was said in explaining “I will tithe,
tithe it,” that this arousal from below, etc., is called the level of the tithe, etc.: it appears that Keser
(the Crown) is the intermediary between an upper world and a lower world, for it is the end of the
upper level and the source and head of the lower level, as Malchus (sovereignty) of Atzilus is Keser

to Beriah, and Malchus of Beriah is Keser to Yetzirah, etc.
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And therefore, for the ascent of the worlds, so that Asiyah be elevated into the very holiness of
Yetzirah, it is through the medium of the Keser of Asiyah, which is the level of a tithe of the ten
Sefiros of Asiyah.
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The explanation is that keser is an expression of silence, as in “Wait (kaser) for me a little.” And si-
lence is the level of self-nullification (bittul), and of this it is said, “the silent dove,” etc. And it is the

level of “when they stood, they let down their wings.”
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And through this self-nullification it is able afterward to rise to Yetzirah; for it is impossible for
there to be an ascent from one essence to another essence unless it is first absorbed into the level
of actual nothing (ayin). And this is the matter of the pillar that is between the lower Gan Eden and

the upper Gan Eden, etc.
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And [it is] like the sprouting of grain from a seed sown in the earth, which comes about through the
essence of the seed first being nullified and becoming the level of nothing, except that its power re-
mains in the power of growth; and through this, afterward, the growth becomes more wondrous

than the something that was at first, etc.
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And similarly, the ascent of Yetzirah into Beriah must first be in the level of self-nullification and
nothingness, and this is the level of the Keser of Yetzirah, etc. And this is the matter of “Who has

made desolations in the earth,” the level of “and one [thousand years] desolate.”
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And that it is at the level of the seventh thousand and not at the level of a tenth is because the
Heichal (chamber) of the Holy of Holies, which is the seventh heichal, includes the first three [Se-

firos]; but the main ascent is through Keser, etc. And in this manner there are ascents without end.
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And what it says, “I will tithe, tithe it,” two tithes, is because Keser is composed of two partzufim
(configurations), Atik and Arich Anpin, etc., being the lowest level of the Emanator and the root of
the emanated beings, etc.; and these two levels together are called a fifth, as it is written, “and you

shall give a fifth to Pharaoh,” as explained elsewhere.)
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And Lavan Had Two Daughters
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“And Lavan had two daughters,” etc. Now, Leah and Rachel are the letters of thought and the let-
ters of speech, which are the hidden world (alma de’iskasya) and the revealed world (alma de’is-
galya). (See below, in the discourse beginning “On the twenty-fifth of Kislev,” in the explanation of
“and the name of the younger (haketanah) was Rachel,” [read as] the small hei (hei ketanah):
Rachel.)
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This is the meaning of “in the lands of the living”: two lands. For when the Holy Temple stood, both
levels shone in the Land of Israel.
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And the main one was the level of Rachel (who is called akeres habayis, “the mainstay of the
house”), for thought is enclothed within speech, and speech was revealed.

NP ANIPPR M0 B paxal PRI IR 17 99 RODANRT RADY RIT 1277 02 XY PRI 009
M31° 21 e wiraw /7w waaw] PPWADW 1737) DR [wmipn ma) P S5y3 09173 00N 1Y

(Ioxw paxal ©°R2 KPR 779 RI237 PR ORPI7

And since Rachel, who is the level of speech, is the revealed world, there was therefore at that time
in the Land of Israel a revelation of His G-dliness, may He be blessed: there were great sages who
possessed the holy spirit, and prophets (as Rashi explains concerning Yonah and Yechezkel, that

prophecy rests only in the Land of Israel).
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And in particular [there were| the Holy Temple, and the dwelling of the Shechinah (Divine

Presence) in the Holy of Holies, and the Urim and Tumim, and the service of the offerings, when

fire from above would descend. This is not so after the destruction of the Holy Temple, when Israel

went into exile and the Shechinah went into exile with them.
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[The Shechinah] is the level of Rachel, who is in a state of exile among the seventy princes and does

not shine at all in comparison with the revelation with which she shone in the time of the Temple,

when speech was revealed; whereas now it is written, “Like a ewe [rachel] before her shearers, she

is mute.”
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And the divine service is by way of refinements (beirurim), etc. (as is explained on “In the wilder-

ness of Sinai”). Nevertheless, the level of Leah remains shining in the Land of Israel, and she is a

higher rank than the level of Rachel, as in the analogy of thought, which is spiritual and loftier than

speech
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(for she is not in exile: Rachel is called the open mem, from which there is an opening and an en-

trance for the external forces to draw nourishment during the time of exile; this is not so with the

level of the closed mem, and there is the root of Leah. See the Zohar, at the beginning of Parshas

Terumah, page 126b and page 127).
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But because it is the hidden world, and concealment, the revelation of G-dliness in the Land of

Israel now is therefore not comparable to the revelation there was when the Holy Temple stood.
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Nevertheless, the great tzaddikim who are in the Land can now attain, in the Land of Israel, appre-

hensions higher even than what tzaddikim like them attained in the time of the Temple (since the

apprehension is in the level of supernal thought as it still is, above its enclothement in the world of

speech).
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So it was with the Arizal, who attained tremendous apprehensions that great tzaddikim in earlier

generations had not attained.
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Now, to understand what is written, “that Leah was hated,” etc.: after all, Yaakov certainly appre-
hended the hidden world!
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But the explanation is that Yaakov is called “the middle bar, which runs through from end to end.”
That is to say, he is the one who draws the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, from the upper
end (that is, the kav (line of light) that pierces the vacated space, as is explained elsewhere), from
the level of Keser (the Crown), downward; and therefore an additional vav is said of him: “and the
G-d of Yaakov.”
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Likewise “and the awesome,” for he unites and joins Chesed (kindness) and Gevurah (restraint)
through the drawing down and illumination of the Ayin [the Nothing], that is, through the level of
self-nullification (bittul). And all his drawing down reaches to the lower end, that is, into the level

of Malchus (sovereignty), the revealed world.
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This is [the meaning of] “and he (Yaakov) loved Rachel also more than Leah”: his entire yearning
was that there be a revelation of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, below, in the revealed world,
since through this everyone would be able to receive, which is not so from the level of the hidden

world, etc.
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And therefore it is written, “And Yaakov kissed Rachel,” in the manner of [what is said of] the dot-
ted word “and he kissed him”:
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that is, the level of Chochmah (wisdom), Binah (understanding) and Daas (knowledge), which is the
union of kisses and the cleaving of spirit to spirit, as in the analogy of kisses that come from the in-
ner dimension (pnimiyus) of love (see what is explained elsewhere on “Let him kiss me with the

kisses” and on “Iwould find you outside, I would kiss you”); this level, too, he drew into Rachel.
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And this is what is written, “I will serve you seven years for Rachel, your younger daughter.” For

Lavan is the level of the supernal whiteness (loven), the source of the kindnesses (chasadim),
which is entirely simple compassion, for “there is no left side in this Atika [the Ancient One]”;
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only that below, it was lowered into a physical Lavan. Nevertheless, it is written, “it has all turned
white; he is pure,” even the affliction, etc. And of Lavan it is written, “And Lavan rose early in the

morning,” for every day the light of the supernal Chesed prevails and is drawn down.
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“And he kissed his sons and his daughters”: [meaning] that it is drawn into all the configurations

(partzufim) of the World of Atzilus (Emanation), male and female. And afterward, “and Lavan re-

turned to his place,” higher and higher, “and Yaakov went on his way,” to draw the level of the su-

pernal whiteness mentioned above lower and lower, into Rachel, his younger daughter, the level of

speech, etc.
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And therefore Rachel was barren, because birth from the level of speech means that there be reve-

lation in the Worlds of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah; and it is impossible for there to be birth and

revelation in Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, since the created beings are separate, and it is impossi-

ble for the level of the supernal whiteness mentioned above to be revealed to them.
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(And as for what was said above, that Rachel is called the revealed world: nevertheless, for the reve-
lation to be in the manner of the level of birth is exceedingly difficult, etc. There is a great differ-
ence between other kinds of influence and the level of birth, which is a higher revelation. See what
iswritten in the Zohar, Parshas Pinchas, page 249.)
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But Leah, who is thought, bore six sons, who are the Sefiros in Atzilus itself, for that is where the
root of the tribes was; and therefore they are called “the tribes of Yah.”
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Yehudah, “this time I will acknowledge (odeh),” is the level of self-nullification (bittul) and ac-

knowledgment, which is drawn and branches out specifically from thought.
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Likewise Reuven and Shimon, sight and hearing, are also above the level of speech; rather, they
are drawn from thought, etc. (as is explained elsewhere on “Yehudah, you,” etc.).
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And also Levi, who is the level of attachment, as it is written, “This time [my husband] will be at-
tached (yilaveh),” etc., is also drawn and born from thought,
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as is seen plainly in a person of thought, who does not feel at all the affairs passing before him, be-
cause of the greatness of the attachment he has to the thought.
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And as is related in the Midrash in the incident of Rabbi Chiya Rabbah; and likewise concerning
Rava (in the chapter “Rabbi Akiva said”), who was delving into his study, etc.
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And therefore Moshe came from him, who was “heavy of mouth and heavy of tongue”: that is, be-
cause of the greatness of his attachment in the level of self-nullification, “and what are we,” he

could not be one who imparts, etc., which is the level of speech, etc.
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And the main difference between the attachment of Levi, which is the level of self-nullification, and
the acknowledgment of Yehudah, which is also the level of self-nullification, is that Yehudah is the
level of self-nullification in revealed form, like [the blessing of]| Modim, when one bends and bows

down.
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And therefore the kings of the House of David came from him, whose self-nullification is the self-

nullification that is in revelation and in the outer dimension (chitzoniyus).
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But Levi is the level of attachment and self-nullification in his inner dimension (pnimiyus) and his
essence, even though outwardly it is not revealed at all, like the self-nullification of “the host of
heaven bows to You”: the bowing of the angels is not a matter of physical bowing; rather, [each]

bows and is nullified in its apprehension, spiritually.
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And therefore Moshe came from him (and see what is explained elsewhere about the difference be-
tween Moshe and Eliyahu, which is also along these lines). And afterward, “and she stopped bear-

ing,” for there could no longer be a level of revelation.
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(And see what is explained on “The land is very, very good,” that the matter of the generation of the
wilderness was that it was of the level of Leah, the world of thought; and they argued: why must we
descend into the level of the world of speech, which is the level of Malchus (sovereignty), the lower
earth, to fulfill the mitzvos in speech and in action? Is it not possible to fulfill this also through

Torah and mitzvos in spirituality, that is, through thought, etc.?
'{’NL) NRY 9N°2 71”2 (710 px k] DPRIR 91973 Wl RPIT AWYN 27 YT 5173 MYLA 1 NAR3 IR

219 7ARD 019°% m%an 17upn PPN [pbwa vhy 1011 mws 17P2711 19 TNPIN2 1910 YY1 O PR

But in truth they were in great error, for specifically through speech and action a revelation of the
Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, is drawn down with an infinitely greater excellence, for
“their end is embedded in their beginning,” etc. And Moshe Rabbeinu, peace be upon him, prayed

five hundred and fifteen prayers to enter the Land, etc.
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And according to this, one will further understand the matter of “and Yaakov loved Rachel” specifi-

cally, she being the level of speech and action, and “that Leah was hated”: the opposite of the in-

tention of the generation of the wilderness.
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However, what Leah said, “This time my husband will be attached to me,” specifically, requires ex-

planation, for it surely did not occur to her to exclude the level of speech and action.
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Rather, the matter is that in truth there must be both levels, thought and speech and action, for one
without the other does not suffice. And see what is explained elsewhere on the matter of the
Leviathan and the wild ox, which is also the matter of the two levels mentioned above: Leviathan
(livyasan) is a term of attachment, the level of the self-nullification of the fish of the sea, like “this

time [my husband] will be attached (yilaveh),” etc.
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And Leah wanted the main thing to be through this level, in the manner of what was said of the ear-

ly pious ones (chassidim), who would spend nine hours every day in prayer, which is like the mat-
ter of self-nullification and attachment of thought mentioned above, etc.
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“And when is their Torah [study] done? Rather, because they are pious,” etc.: so most of their occu-
pation was of this kind.) (And this matter is explained below, in the discourse beginning “There are

sixty queens,” etc., “My dove is one,” etc.)
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However, Yaakov knew that this is possible only for the elite (bnei aliyah), who are few; but for all
of Israel, the main part of their occupation is through speech and action.

WRI MY 7Awnn 973 PUY R7mY (mwym 121 YPRIT P02 RITW I0IY°IP Iy PN DR 100 199

"1 X2P1T RIp°2 KPONOKRD Ny nw f°K

And therefore his main dwelling was in the tent of Rachel, which is the level of speech and action.
Nevertheless, there must also be thought, from which are drawn sight and hearing, “to gaze upon

the glory of the King,” etc.
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And “whoever says, ‘I have only Torah,’” etc. Rather, there must be sight and hearing; only that

then “their end is embedded,” etc.
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“If you do not know for yourself, O fairest among women”
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“If you do not know for yourself, O fairest among women, go out for yourself in the footsteps of the
flock, and graze your kids by the dwellings of the shepherds.”
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Now, it is written, “And Rachel was of beautiful form and beautiful appearance.” The meaning:
“beautiful form” is in the shape of the limbs, according to their proportions in their measure; and

“beautiful appearance” is in the radiance and splendor of the countenance of the face.
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Now, Rachel is the Community of Israel, which is called by the name Rachel on account of the

verse, “Like a ewe (rachel) that is silent before her shearers.”
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And the explanation is this: it is written, “Let us make man in our image,” etc. And the meaning of
“in our image” is as it is written, “And upon the likeness of the throne was a likeness like the ap-

pearance of a man.”
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And this is the level of “Yours, Havayah, are the greatness and the might,” etc. And so it is in the

soul of man: seven attributes, love and awe, etc.
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However, the attribute of the soul, which is limited, bears no comparison to His attributes, blessed
be He; for He is infinite, and His attributes are infinite.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/vayeitzei/ 46



TORAH OHR - PARSHAS VAYEITZEI - MAAMAR 4 '|‘? SNX D°W1i12 719°n "|‘? YN X% OX...

RITW °N° 1R NIRDXNI WA 21032 N33 DU% 173 07K TIRM TAART IR WD DY PRV TN
172 07K IR 9232 01T 79y A nvnk

And in order that the light of love from the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, shine upon
one’s soul, [one] must be in a state of self-nullification (bittul) of the soul’s very existence to Him,

blessed be He: that is, to be [as] dust and inanimate matter before the Infinite Light, blessed be He.
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As in the saying, “And let my soul be as dust to all,” and this is the level of “the dust that is on the

floor of the Tabernacle.” And through this his soul becomes an abode and a dwelling for the light of

the Infinite Light, blessed be He, to be in the state of “in our image,” in the form of the limbs: love

and awe, etc., thought, speech and action, etc.
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And this is the level of “beautiful form” (yefas to’ar): that all the attributes take form (yesoaru) in

them in their completeness and in their beauty, as they are above, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And Rachel was of beautiful form”: this level of “beautiful form”
comes through the level of Rachel, which is as it is written, “And like a ewe before her shearers,”
etc.
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However, all this is the level of the outer dimension (chitzoniyus), which is love and awe, etc., and
thought, speech and action, etc. But the inner dimension (pnimiyus) is the level of the heart’s de-
sire (re’usa deliba), which is the level of a glimmer from the inner dimension of the Infinite Light,
blessed be He, whom no thought can grasp, etc.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/vayeitzei/ 47



TORAH OHR - PARSHAS VAYEITZEI - MAAMAR 4 '|‘? SNX D°W1i12 719°n "|‘? YN X% OX...

0°39 OW3 ’p3 199w 01D N0PPI 17 RITW IR ND° °P1 (oxawe noasb] 970132 WA T IR
219 9739 777 R W71 139 RITY 10 11D 12778 110 12 19AND NPntIanw

And by this glimmer, which [comes] from there to the Community of Israel, it is called “beautiful
appearance,” which is the radiance of the countenance of the face; for this reason it is called pan-
im (face), for the pnimiyus (inner dimension) is revealed in it, as in “his face shone,” etc. And this

is the meaning of what is written, “May Havayah make His face shine,” etc.
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And that the Community of Israel receive this level and glimmer is also by virtue of the level of
Rachel.
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And this is the level of “and with all your might (me’odecha),” etc., through which that supernal
glimmer is drawn from the highest of all levels to the lowest of all levels, etc., as it is written, “And
beneath are the everlasting arms.”
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And this is “the fairest among women”: that is, the level of “beautiful form” and “beautiful appear-
ance” mentioned above. And this is what is said, “If you do not know for yourself”: that is, that the
level of “the fairest among women” mentioned above is not drawn down in a state of complete

Daas (knowledge)
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(similar to what is explained elsewhere: that there are souls called “the seed of man,” in which
there is a strong degree of Daas, and these are souls of Atzilus, like the soul of Rabbi Shimon bar

Yochai; and there are those called “the seed of beast,” in which there is no Daas;
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that is, like our souls, of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah. And the meaning is not that one does not
know and understand, but only that no true arousal is drawn from it, and one is not nourished by
the contemplation, etc. And this is “If you do not know for yourself”; and the meaning of “for your-

self” is understood from what is explained on the verse “The eyes of all”).
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But this is the counsel that is given: “Go out for yourself in the footsteps of the flock.” Tzon (flock)
is from the word tze’i (go out); that is to say, something that goes out: namely, the level that goes

out from above the order of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus).
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And this is the level of the flock of Lavan, the supernal whiteness (loven). And all the work that
Yaakov worked for Lavan, “six years for your flock,” is the level of the six orders of the Mishnah,

etc.,
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which are the level of “flock” that went out and were drawn from the supernal delight, [as in the
blessing,] “Who (asher) has sanctified us with His commandments”: asher is the level of delight, as
explained elsewhere. And the Oral Torah is called perat (particulars), from the expression peret ve-
olelos (fallen grapes and small clusters), for they were drawn not in the order of the chain of de-

scending worlds, from cause to cause, but in the manner of fallen grapes and small clusters.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And the man broke forth exceedingly, exceedingly, and he had many
(rabbos) flocks”: he drew down the level of “many flocks” through the level of “exceedingly, ex-
ceedingly” (me’od me’od).
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For the level of “and with all your might (me’odecha),” etc., is the level of your own me’od, each

one according to his own measure, which is not so with me’od unqualified; but me’od me’od is the

level of me’od relative to all the levels of me’od.
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And the meaning of the verse “And the man broke forth exceedingly, exceedingly” is: because he
broke through and increased upward from level to level, to the height of the heights, therefore he
increased in drawing down the level of “flock” from the level of “great (rabbah) and exceedingly
high,” exalted, from the Infinite Light, blessed be He, itself.
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(And see what is explained in Parshas Shelach on the meaning of “The land is exceedingly, exceed-
ingly good.”) And through this he also drew down the level of “maidservants and servants.”
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Now, our father Yaakov, peace be upon him, because he was the level of a chariot, drew down the

level of “flock” through his work and through the act of the rods (and similarly the digging of the
wells, which are drawings down of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, through rods and wells);
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for because he was at the exceedingly, exceedingly high rank and level, he could draw down the
Infinite Light, blessed be He, through his own action, so that all his deeds would be a dwelling and
an abode for the resting of the Infinite Light, blessed be He.
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But we have no such power except through what is already prepared to be a place for the drawing
down of the Infinite Light, blessed be He: that is, the level of the Torah and mitzvos that have been
given to us. And this is called “in the footsteps (ikvei) of the flock”: the level of the heels, the lowest
of levels;
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that is, the Torah and mitzvos that are clothed in physical matters, through which “graze your kids
(gediyosayich)”: these are the mazalos (the constellations), from the expression “Gad, gadi, ve-

sinok lo” (Fortune, my fortune, do not grow weary).
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And as [in] “who set a table for Gad (Fortune).” For all the things of this world are under the maza-
los: mazal makes wise, mazal makes rich, etc.
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And similarly it is written, “with the bounty (mimeged) of the produce of the sun”: the mazal of the
sun bestows produce. That is, the Torah and mitzvos that are clothed in physical matters, which are

placed under the mazalos.
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“Graze” and sustain them from the supernal delight “by the dwellings of the shepherds.” The
meaning: the shepherds are the seven shepherds, Avraham, Yaakov, Moshe, etc.; and they are
called shepherds because they draw down the level of the supernal delight to the Community of

Israel.
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Now, the Patriarchs are themselves the chariot. But we have no such power except through “the
dwellings of the shepherds”: the level of vessels, “vessels of diverse vessels, and royal wine in
abundance.” The level of Chesed (kindness), the right arm, is a vessel for the level of Avraham,

“who loves Me”; that is, the mitzvos of charity and kindness.
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And similarly, of the six orders of the Mishnah, Zera’im is in Chesed. And these are called “the
dwellings of the shepherds”: there you shall graze your kids. And through this you will merit to
reach and come to a level greater than this: to be “over (al) the dwellings of the shepherds,” above

the level of “dwellings,” that is, to the place of the shepherds themselves.
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(And through all this the verse will be understood: “I served you fourteen years for your two daugh-
ters and six years for your flock.” For it is written, “And Lavan had two daughters: the name of the
elder” (ha-gedolah) [read as: the great hei] “was Leah,” whose root is from the level of the upper
hei of the Name Havayah; “and the name of the younger” (ha-ketanah) [read as: the small hei] “was

Rachel,” etc.
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And they are called the upper Shechinah and the lower Shechinah. And they are the level of the
source of the souls of Atzilus. For among the souls of Atzilus there are also two levels: the first,

those called “brothers to the Omnipresent”; and there are those called “sons.”
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But of Rachel it is written, “And Rachel came with the flock that was her father’s”: these are the
souls of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, which are called “the seed of beast.” And this is “If you do not
know for yourself, O fairest among women,” which refers to the souls of Beriah, Yetzirah and
Asiyah, which are called “beast” and “flock,” who cannot draw down into their soul the level of “the
fairest,” etc., to be of “beautiful form and beautiful appearance,” because of the lowliness of their

soul and the concealment of the body and the animal soul.
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As explained elsewhere on the verse “And you see among the captives a woman of beautiful form,”
etc.: that this level of “beautiful form” is in exile and captivity within the animal soul.
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Then this is the counsel: the level of “six years for your flock,” which are the six orders of the
Mishnah; for the Torah is called “strength and tushiyah,” since it gives strength to the G-dly soul
and weakens (mateshes) the strength of the animal soul. And through this they too can come to the

level of “And Rachel was of beautiful form,” etc.
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As it is written, “On Your behalf my heart said, ‘Seek My face’”: to seek the revelation of the inner

dimension of the heart. And how shall one seek and search for it? “Your face, Havayah, I will seek”:
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that is, through engaging in the Torah and mitzvos; for the Torah comes forth from Chochmah
(wisdom), which is the level of the radiance of the inner dimension of Havayah: “A man’s wisdom
makes his face shine.” And through this, “May Havayah make His face shine upon us, selah.” And
as explained elsewhere on the verse “In the third month after the Children of Israel went out of the

land of Egypt,” etc. And this is the path from below upward.
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Whereas with the higher souls the path is from above downward: first “And you shall love,” etc.,
and afterwards “And these words shall be,” etc. And this is the meaning of “fourteen years”: they
are the seven supernal attributes, which are the level of “seven and seven pipes,” etc., as explained

below on the verse “For with You is the source of life.”
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And this is [the meaning of| “If you do not know,” etc., by way of the path from above downward:
then “go out,” etc. And as explained on the verse “And I will walk among you,” etc.: that there are

two kinds of path in the service of G-d.
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The first is for the souls of the great tzaddikim, whose going and whose way in holiness follow the
order of the drawing down from above downward; as it is written in the section of Shema Yisrael:
first “And you shall love Havayah,” which is the level of love and awe, and it is drawn through the
contemplation of “Hear, O Israel,” etc.; and afterwards “And these words shall be,” etc., “and you
shall speak of them,” etc., which is the mitzvah of Torah study; and afterwards “And you shall bind

them as a sign,” which is the performance of the mitzvos.
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And this follows the order of the drawing down of the Name Havayah, blessed be He: yud-hei are

the level of awe and love; vav is the level of Torah; hei, the level of mitzvos.
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However, there is also a second level, which is the path from below upward: that is, for souls whose
power is not strong enough to give birth to love and awe from the spirit of their understanding, ex-
cept by first engaging in the Torah and the mitzvos; for from this in particular they receive the

power to come to love and awe, etc.
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And of this it is said, “If you do not know for yourself”: that you cannot draw down and make shine
in your soul the revelation of love and awe from the level of “the fairest among women,” which is
the level of “beautiful form” and “beautiful appearance” explained above; then “go out for yourself

in the footsteps of the flock” first; and this follows the order of the path from below upward.)
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“And Lavan rose early in the morning, and he kissed his
sons and his daughters”

219 77123 71971740 ° 99 2509 1137 .10 30K 77271 1901129 1120 prat 9pa2 1ab oowy 1
“And Lavan rose early in the morning, and he kissed his sons and his daughters, and he blessed
them, etc.”
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Now, it is written, “Yours, Havayah, is the greatness and the might, etc.,” in the feminine form, for
they are the level of recipients from the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He; for to the Infinite
Light, blessed be He, itself, the term “greatness” does not apply, since “in the place of His great-

ness, etc.”
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Now, greatness is the attribute of Avraham, as it is written, “And I will make your name great.” And
this is [the meaning of] what we say, “the G-d of Avraham, etc.” And the praise of the Holy One,
blessed be He, is that such is His humility, may He be blessed, etc., that the Infinite Light (Or Ein
Sof), blessed be He, is drawn down and extends so far that it rests and is revealed in the attribute of

Avraham, “who loves Me,” etc.
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Now, the Patriarchs are themselves the Chariot, for all their days they were in a state of self-nullifi-
cation (bittul), etc.; and through this they merited the indwelling of the Shechinah (Divine
Presence), the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, in actual revelation, so that it was the
Infinite Light and its attributes that were revealed in their souls: “Avraham who loves Me,” and “the
Fear of Yitzchak,” etc.
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And these are themselves the attributes of greatness and might of the Holy One, blessed be He,
Himself, which were drawn down and descended below through them, so that there be a revelation
of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, in the souls of Israel as a whole, as an actual revela-
tion, and not merely in thought, as all Israel are “believers, the children of believers,” etc.
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For thought is in a person’s own control: “wherever he wishes, he turns it”; and desire may fill his

heart and his thought, to turn it sometimes this way and sometimes that way.
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And the desire and the will must be fastened “in a sure place,” and this is through Daas (knowl-

edge) and recognition, as a felt awareness, as though one sees, etc.; as our Sages, of blessed memo-

ry, said of our father Avraham, peace be upon him, that he recognized his Creator, etc.
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However, the drawing down of this revelation from the level of the rank and degree of the
Patriarchs themselves, etc. [is not for every soul]; for the Patriarchs were a Chariot of [the World of]

Atzilus, where “He and His vessels are one,” and not every soul can bear this revelation.
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But for this revelation to be drawn down and to descend into [the worlds of] Beriah, Yetzirah and
Asiyah, where the souls of all Israel are rooted, this is through the level and degree of the Tribes.
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For shevet (tribe) is a term for drawing forth, as in kochva deshavit (a comet), and it is also the

term for a rod and branch of the great tree.
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For they are a Chariot for the revealed world (alma de’isgalya), in the aspect of (the Sea) “standing

upon twelve oxen,” which are the twelve Tribes, corresponding to the four Chayos of the Chariot,

the face of a man, etc.
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And each one comprises the three Patriarchs, making twelve; and from there flows the influence
and drawing down of the revelation of His G-dliness, may He be blessed, into the souls of Israel as
awhole; for the level and degree of the Tribes all Israel can bear in their souls.
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And this is what the prophet said concerning the exile (and it was set into Tikkun Chatzos): “Why,
Havayah, do You make us stray from Your ways, and harden our heart from Your fear? Return for

the sake of Your servants, the tribes of Your inheritance.”
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Explanation: “From Your ways” is the attribute of Avraham, of whom it is said (Bereishis 11), “going

and journeying toward the south,” etc.; and “from Your fear” is the attribute of Yitzchak, etc.
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And the prophet laments: Why do You make us stray and harden our heart from the attribute of

Avraham and Yitzchak, so that we are far from the light of G-d’s countenance being revealed upon

us, and are in the exile of Edom, which is the affairs of this world, etc.?
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At any rate, “Return for the sake of Your servants, the tribes of Your inheritance”; that is to say: al-
though the level of the rank and degree of the Patriarchs themselves does not rest and become re-
vealed in a person’s soul in exile, nevertheless through the descent (hishtalshelus) of the level and

rank of the Tribes, this revelation can be in every soul of Israel.
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Now, the attribute of our father Yaakov, peace be upon him, is the level of the Supernal Mercies, for
even over all the worlds the quality of compassion applies and pertains, etc., as is explained
elsewhere.
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And the levels of the Tribes, “who came forth from Yaakov’s loins,” are on a level below him; that
is, to arouse abundant mercy over the spark of G-dliness that rests in one’s soul,
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through one’s contemplating the greatness of the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He: how He is
exalted and lofty, and “all before Him is considered as nothing,” and the nullification of all created
beings in their source; and among them also one’s own soul, when it was in the source from which
itwas hewn,
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“a part of G-d above” truly, when it was nullified in the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) truly; and how it

has descended wondrously, down, down, “from a lofty peak,” etc. And according to the abundance

and length of the contemplation, so will the compassion grow, with ever greater intensity.
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And in this manner the entire order of the prayers was instituted, and in Pesukei deZimra many
verses recount the praise of the Omnipresent, blessed be He, in ascent after ascent; from this the
compassion grows over the descent of the spark and its distance from the Infinite Light, blessed be

He, as mentioned above.
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Now, when the quality of compassion is aroused as an arousal from below (isarusa dilesata), [there

follows] an arousal from above (isarusa dile’eila); as, by way of analogy, the rod and branch of a

tree which one bends, etc., and then the whole tree is drawn along.
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So too, through this arousal from below, from the level and degree of the Tribes, one brings about
an arousal from above, the level of abundant mercy, so that there is drawn down the revelation of
the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, and the level of the ranks and degrees of the
Patriarchs, as an actual revelation in one’s soul; that is, the level of Daas (knowledge) and felt
awareness, as though one sees, etc.
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As in the prayer, “Our Father, merciful Father, have mercy upon us, and put understanding in our
hearts, etc.”; for our heart to become an abode and a throne for the indwelling of Binah (under-

standing) and Daas as a felt awareness in the heart comes through compassion,
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for compassion and Daas depend on one another. As our Sages, of blessed memory, said (Berachos

33a): “Whoever has no knowledge, etc.”
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However, even for the arousal from above (isarusa dile’eila) to depend on this arousal from below
(isarusa dilesata), there must be a drawing down from above; and this drawing down is from the
source of the Supernal Mercies, which is far, far above the order of the chain of descending worlds
(hishtalshelus), for there is the source and root of mercy, which is not grasped or contained within
the order of hishtalshelus at all.
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As in the prayer, “G-d of the world, in Your abundant mercies,” “in Your mercies” specifically, etc.,

and as is explained elsewhere. And this is [the meaning of] “And Lavan rose early in the morning.”
Explanation: Lavan of holiness is the level of the Supernal Whiteness, that is, the level of the light
of the essence and being of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He.
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As in the analogy of the appearance and color white, which is unlike all the [other| appearances
and colors, whose colors came about through dye; whereas the appearance and color white is the
very essence and being of the thing, which has not been changed and has not come about through
dye.
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And so it is, by way of analogy, with the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, in Himself and in

His glory, in whom there is no aspect of colors at all, for “no thought can grasp Him”; and it is writ-
ten, “I, Havayah, have not changed.”
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And therefore it is written, “And he changed my wages ten times: if he said thus, ‘The speckled,’

etc.” For all the levels of “ringed” (akudim) and “speckled” (nekudim) came into being and de-

scended from Him, and in their descent and chain of descent they are called by the names “ringed”

and “speckled”;
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whereas in their beginning and source they are nullified and included, and bear no name at all.
And therefore He can turn [them] from the level of ringed to the level of speckled, and from speck-
led to ringed, and this is no change before Him, may He be blessed, as it were.
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Since they are nullified in existence and bear no name at all, the term “change” does not apply
there at all. (And opposite this, Lavan of kelipah actually changes his wages through deceit.)
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Now, at the level of Lavan of holiness, as mentioned above, there is the source of the Supernal
Mercies, which is far, far above the order of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus); and its
arousal is “in the morning” of Avraham, the level of Chesed (kindness), as it is written (Bereishis

22), “And Avraham rose early in the morning.”
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[This is] to draw down mercy so that the arousal from above (isarusa dile’eila) depend on the

arousal from below (isarusa dilesata); the drawing down of mercy is in the aspect of Avraham'’s

Chesed.
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As in the prayer, “With an everlasting love You have loved us, etc.; our Father, merciful Father,
etc.” And this is [the meaning of| “and he kissed his sons”: these are the level of the Tribes (for they
are his sons’ sons, and sons’ sons are like sons), the level of the drawing down of the arousal from

above, as mentioned above.
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“And his daughters”: these are Leah and Rachel, the hidden world (alma de’iskasya) and the re-
vealed world (alma de’isgalya); for to all these levels the level of the Supernal Lavan is drawn down

in the manner of kisses, and “the cleaving of spirit with spirit”:
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to all the givers, who are the level of “his sons,” and the recipients, who are the level of “his daugh-
ters,” that the level of the Supernal Mercies be bestowed and drawn into them, so that the arousal
from above depend on the arousal from below.
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“And he blessed them, etc.”: the meaning of the blessing is as it is written (ibid. 1), “And G-d
blessed them, and said to them, etc., fill the earth and subdue it, etc.”; that is, that there be an in-

crease of blessing and a drawing down below, until darkness is turned into light.
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And as it is written (ibid. 12), “And all the families of the earth shall be blessed through you,” and

“through your seed”: that all the sparks that fell in the shattering of the vessels be blessed and in-

cluded in the holiness of the seed of Yaakov.
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“And Lavan went and returned to his place”: for the time of the illumination of this level is in the

morning, the time of the morning prayer, but after the prayer this illumination withdraws.

.199017 AR PPN0I MY I INRT YR M0 010 02w 010 B33 BN 901 9o

And therefore one must pray every day, for every day this illumination is drawn down anew, and

withdraws again after the prayer.
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“And Yaakov went on his way”: the level of Yaakov, yud [and] akev (heel), went and was drawn into
the level of Torah and mitzvos, for the Torah is called “a way” (Kiddushin 2b). And this suffices for

one who understands.
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