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Thus says Havayah of Hosts:
If you will walk in My ways
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“Thus says Havayah of Hosts: If you will walk in My ways, etc., and I will give you mahlechim (“go-
ings”) among these that stand.” [We need] to understand what is meant by “mahlechim among
those that stand.”
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Now it is known that the angels are called “standing,” as it is written, “Seraphim stood.”
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The souls too, before they come into this world, are likewise called “standing,” as it is written, “As
Havayabh lives, before Whom I have stood.” Only after the souls descend into this world, when they

are enclothed in a body and an animal soul, are they called mahlechim (“goers™).
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The reason the angels and the souls are called “standing” is that the root of their coming into being
is from the level of letters. The angels are from the letters of speech, as it is written, “And by the
breath of His mouth, all their host.”
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And Israel, who “arose in [G-d’s] thought,” are from the letters of thought. The letters are the level
of the inanimate, as is said in Sefer Yetzirah, “Two stones build [two houses],” etc., because they

are nullified before the intellect that directs them,

S719° *°m2 0D PRY 0PI 220 0TI P 9 10 Do °8 D 17 N1PNINT 0

for the letters follow the intellect, etc. Therefore they are called “standing,” like the level of the
inanimate, which has no quality of going.
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As for what is written, “And with two it would fly,” where we do find a quality of going in them: this
comes through an arousal from below. When Israel says the Kedushah below, the angels too say
“Holy” above, and then it is said, “And with two it would fly,” and “One called to another,” etc.
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But to understand the explanation of how there is an arousal from above through an arousal from
below: it is known that there are two levels, the light that fills all worlds (memalei kol almin) and the

light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin).
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The meaning of “fills all worlds” is: according to the order of the levels in the chain of descending
worlds (hishtalshelus), the descent of the levels from cause to cause, etc. It brings into being and
gives life to each one according to its temperament and nature, in the manner of an actual chain of
descent. This flow and drawing down of life-force is from the level of His sovereignty, blessed be

He: “Your kingship is a kingship over all worlds,” and “the glorious splendor of His kingship.”
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The meaning of “splendor” (hadar) is the beauty of His greatness, blessed be He, in myriads upon

myriads of worlds: “A thousand thousands serve Him,” etc., and “His legions are without number.”
All this is the precious beauty of His greatness, blessed be He.
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And it is none other than from the level of His sovereignty, blessed be He. All the angels “utter
songs” only “to the King, the living and enduring G-d,” for He alone (meaning, in His very

Essence, blessed be He) is “exalted and holy,” etc.
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For this reason they say “Holy” three times: so that there be a drawing down of supernal holiness

from the Infinite Light, blessed be He, that encompasses all worlds, until it becomes “Havayah

Tzevaos,” and so that “the whole earth is full of His glory.”
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The meaning of “His glory” is His enclothing. Also, kavod (glory) is numerically thirty-two: the

thirty-two paths of wisdom. For the enclothing of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, is in Chochmah,

as it is written (Psalms 104), “How many are Your works, O Havayah! You made them all with wis-

dom,” and it is written, “The earth is full of Your possessions.”

173 (710 x 18] OPRR NIW22N 1°1¥ RINW YIRA 55 RDn 17 771 712°2 13Pp 717220 13p >n2 an 9°2°1p
SPN2DWN [Rn a2 ke p] 1722 TN °PAY [1oaby Po konn] §7210 9122

“Your possessions” (kinyanecha) are the level of “Acquire wisdom, acquire understanding,” and
these are what “fill the whole earth.” This is the enclothing of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, as
the light that fills all worlds, and it is called the union of the Holy One, blessed be He, and His
Shechinah.

(27 1ox 7 0x px] 7R TAWAT 00 R%Y Doawa 177 KD MyD anawan N7 n°von 0 YT mam 5
[nPnAan waia] 277112 WARNR INT°T° APy PR TRy 130N

Now it is known that as for the purpose of the soul’s descent into this world, it did not descend for
its own sake, for the soul needs no rectification for itself; rather, the main [purpose] of its descent
is to be enclothed in the animal soul,
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so that there be subjugation and transformation (iskafya and is’hapcha) in the animal soul, until it
has no will but one, for its Father in heaven, as it is written, “Whom do I have in heaven? And be-

sides You I desire nothing on earth.”
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This is through the G-dly soul enclothed in it, which reflects and contemplates “Havayah is One” in
the Shema, “Shema Yisrael” (“shema” is a term for understanding): how He, blessed be He, is One

in heaven and earth.
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The ches and the dalet, which are the seven heavens and the earth and the four directions of the
world, are all nullified to the aleph, which is His unity, blessed be He. For He alone exists as before

the world was created: “For I, Havayah, have not changed.”
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And “Blessed is He Who spoke, and the world came into being” with a single utterance. Only
“Blessed be the name of His glorious kingdom forever and ever” [refers to] the level of His sover-
eignty, blessed be He, which gives life to and brings into being all the worlds from nothing to some-
thing, so that they appear and are revealed to eyes of flesh as a something, a thing unto itself, etc.
And through this [comes] “You shall love [G-d] with all your heart”: with both your inclinations.
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But before the Shema the Sages instituted two [blessings] before it, for the fulfillment of the Shema.

They begin by first recounting the matter of the angels, how they sanctify and extol, etc., and “the

Ofanim, with a great noise,” etc.
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For the fulfillment of “You shall love” with both your inclinations, that even the evil inclination

should come to subjugation and transformation, comes about through a great war,

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/vayeishev/5/ 5



TORAH OHR - PARSHAS VAYEISHEV - MAAMAR 5 "9 1'?3-] 59772 OK NIRIL 7 9NN TO...

(175 Tnys] PPV AW MPY YW W MPY 7Y MY WOR PAR" 2°N151 AR DIRDR DIRDY @R
LTAMPR 122 RO DT NIDAT 1At wn on° 95

as it is written, “And one nation shall be stronger than the other nation,” and it is written, “And a
man wrestled with him until the break of dawn”: until the break of dawn of the Time to Come, all

the days of the length of the exile, everything is in a state of war.
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And it is written, “And the elder shall serve the younger.” The level of rav (“elder,” also “great”) is
the level of “before any king reigned,” etc., except that it descended and fell in the shattering of the
vessels, as is known.
DIPWD Pwnh Omaw NPPPR MWD DRIAWS Y [1ooy] 0P T8 RO 1D KR RIORD T 7707
ROX 1°PNNI 1377 PR 19 RODINRY R°DONKX 22 NI 0N TV [nonnan woan] 27730 M 9y
JUAw2a

This descent “from a high roof [to a deep pit]” is for the sake of an ascent, through Israel, with the
G-dly souls within them, ruling and governing the spirit of the animal soul until it returns to be in a

state of subjugation and transformation, etc. For judgments are sweetened only in their root.
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Therefore it is impossible to subdue and conquer the spirit of the animal soul under the rule of the
G-dly soul except through the root of the animal soul, whose quarry and foundation is “in the holy
mountains”: from the holy Chayos of the Chariot, “the face of a lion, the face of an ox,” etc.
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Therefore one must first mention, before it, how the angels and the holy Chayos sanctify and pro-
claim [His] kingship, etc. From this one comes to the fulfillment of the Shema, “You shall love [G-d]

with all your heart”: with both your inclinations.
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And in the Shema one draws down to it a state of true self-nullification in “Havayah is One,” with
actual self-sacrifice, in the Infinite Light, blessed be He, that encompasses all worlds, until it would

expand to leave its sheath, etc.
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The matter is as it is written, “The horse and its rider He cast into the sea.” The horse is nullified
before its rider; without the rider, the horse’s virtue is nothing.
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But when there is a rider on it, the horse’s virtue is recognized all the more, for it can run to a place

where the rider could not go on his own.
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So too the animal soul, of itself, is bound to what is below. But when the G-dly soul that is enclothed
in it rides upon it, this becomes the elevation of the animal soul, with “greater eminence and

greater power,” with actual self-sacrifice.
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This is because its root is from a higher place, from “before any king reigned,” etc., and “the elder
shall serve,” etc. Then its power is great and abundant, so much so that in the Shemoneh Esreh
prayer it is what draws down and bestows a flow of self-nullification toward the Infinite Light,

blessed be He, into the angels,
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until they say “Holy” when Israel says [it] below. This is the meaning of “through an arousal from
below [comes]| an arousal from above”: from below upward, that there be self-nullification in the

Infinite Light, blessed be He, from below upward.
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Likewise with the drawing down of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, from above downward: it
comes through Israel, in their occupation with the Torah, which is His wisdom and will, blessed be

He, in the 613 commandments of the Torah and the seven of the Rabbis,
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which are 620, numerically equal to keser (crown). These are the level of the supernal Keser, the
level of a crown and an encompassing [light] that is far above the order of the chain of descending
worlds. From there Israel draws down the radiance of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, that encom-

passes all worlds.
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This is why, after “You shall love [G-d] with all your heart,” [which is] from below upward, we say,
“And these words which I (Anochi) command you,” etc.: the drawing down of “these words” from

the level of Anochi itself, from above downward, etc., so that it neither hides nor conceals, etc.
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The angels receive from them the drawing down of the Torah that is drawn into the Garden of
Eden, as it is written, “You who dwell in the gardens,” etc. And also regarding Torah study in this
world, our Sages said of some of the great sages that the ministering angels gathered as at the re-

joicing of a groom and bride, etc.
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It follows that the angels’ flow from Israel is both from below upward and from above downward.
This is “I will give you mahlechim”: two kinds of going, from below upward and from above down-
ward. “Among those that stand”:
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meaning, in the inner dimension of those that stand, who are the angels: that there be a flow of the
quality of going into the inner dimension of the angels, both from below upward and from above

downward.
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But all this is “if you will walk in My ways,” etc. The explanation is that this power given to Israel,

SR IR 1A 15927 119507 A°13 2pY° 33 DAw 0D RIT T OwnM ARDY 070 Dy ona nvnb
Rirh

that in them and through them there be this ascent and drawing down, is because they are the chil-

dren of Yaakov, “the middle bar that runs through from end to end.”
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And [it is] through the Torah and mitzvos, which are 620 pillars of light, like a pillar that joins
above and below, etc. This is “if you will walk in My ways.”
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A way is what joins one city to another, etc. The whole Torah and the mitzvos are called a way, for in
them and through them, through all of them specifically, the flow passes.
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As is known, the drop descends by way of all the limbs, etc. Of this it is said, “All the paths of
Havayah are kindness and truth”: the flow goes only by way of kindness specifically, and by way of

truth specifically.
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But it cannot be from above downward unless it is first from below upward: “Whoever says, ‘I have

9

only Torah,’” etc.
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And further: “And you too shall judge My house.” “Judge”: “the law of the kingdom is law.” For “a

servant will not be corrected by words”: this is the animal soul.
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It must be struck with a rod: “A person should always incite,” etc. This is the level of the sweat of
the Chayos, like a person’s sweat, which comes when, from his fear, the fire in him overpowers the

water in him.

anw nen bw 1NY° RI1AW .10 913 97 727 2°02 127 T2 .AY°T N1°naa ?1?15 010 AR WRIT MM

5y oYW WX ‘?37 911 57 A1 AWy 77w 799809 7710 DY) [nx°722/ AR°123] N2

And the fire pushes the water outward as sweat. So too it is written, “A river of fire,” etc., which

comes from the sweat of the Chayos, which are in Beriah; from there it descends to Yetzirah and
Asiyah and becomes the river of fire [of which it is said], “It shall fall upon the head of the wicked.”
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That is, the sweat, which is the level of water, which their fire pushes out, for they tremble and

quake from the dread of the Throne. From the greatness of the fear, sweat, which is the level of wa-

ter, comes out of them.
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[Water] is the level of flow and drawing down, like water. From this the river of fire is made, etc. It is

like anger at the opposite, which comes from the drawing down of love, etc.
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“You shall judge My house”: this is the level of the G-dly soul, for “they are the sanctuary of

Havayah.” “And they shall make Me a Sanctuary and I will dwell within them?”; it does not say

“within it,” etc.
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“And you too”: this is Yehoshua the High Priest, who is the “groomsman of the Queen”: “When you
kindle the lamps,” etc. The High Priest is supernal Chesed, and nevertheless “you shall judge” with
the level of Gevuros, and through this “you shall guard My courtyards.” “My courtyards” is the lev-
el of the animal soul.
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For the difference between a house and a courtyard is that a house is covered by a roof, which is
the spreading of a tent and an encompassing [light] from the level of the light that encompasses all

worlds. A courtyard, however, is not roofed, etc., and needs guarding.
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After all this, “I will give you goings”: two kinds of going, etc. This is in the Time to Come. For

nowadays it is called “running and returning” (ratzo vashov): running from below upward, and re-

turning from above downward.
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But in the Time to Come, when the light that encompasses all worlds is revealed, “darkness is as
light,” and there is no above and below in it, everything will be a state of going: even the returning

will be a going, like the running, etc.
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Only, beforehand there must be the level of “you shall judge,” as said above. This is the meaning of
the miracle that occurred on Chanukah (and likewise on Purim): first there was war, and afterward

the miracle on a day of rest.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/vayeishev/5/ 12



LikuteiTorah.com
THE CHASSIDISHE PARSHA

About this edition

This edition contains the Hebrew text and the English translation.
The Hebrew text of Torah Ohr: © Kehot Publication Society, via Sefaria, CC BY-NC 4.0; formatting adapted.

Our English translation, made from the Hebrew without Kehot’s notes: CC BY-NC 4.0.

This edition as a whole: CC BY-NC 4.0. Shuls, schools and non-profit projects may copy, print and share it freely, and may
ask for donations to cover the cost of printing; it may never be sold. Credit Kehot Publication Society and likuteitorah.com.
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

English translation: prepared for likuteitorah.com with AI assistance (claude-code/opus-5.5) and checked against the Hebrew
and against Sefaria; not yet reviewed by a human editor. Please check anything important against the Hebrew.

The Rebbe asked that the maamarim of the week’s parsha, the “Chassidishe Parsha,” be learned during that week, spread over
its seven days (Sichah of Shabbos Parshas Vayakhel 5725 - Toras Menachem vol. 42, pp. 306-309). Why learn it, and the
Rebbe’s brachos: likuteitorah.com/about/the-chassidishe-parsha/

A free, non-commercial project; nothing here is sold. Not affiliated with Kehot, Sefaria or the Lubavitch Library. ©
likuteitorah.com

From likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/vayeishev/5/
DEDICATED IN HONOR OF

Dot TARDTINIW Prxd "% 531 ’?3117?3?! 1IRA7 T23% wIPIn
Dedicated in honor of the Rebbe’s father, Reb Levi Yitzchok

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/vayeishev/5/ 13



