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On the Twenty-Fifth of Kislev
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“On the twenty-fifth of Kislev [begin]| the days of Chanukah,” etc.: “for when the Greeks entered the
Sanctuary,” etc.
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“And when the royal house of the Hasmoneans prevailed and defeated them, they found only one
cruse of oil,” etc. “The following year they established them as eight festive days, with Hallel and

thanksgiving.” We need to understand the matter of Hallel and the matter of thanksgiving.
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We also need to understand why, for this miracle, they instituted the lighting of lamps in remem-
brance of the Temple, where they found one cruse of oil, etc., whereas they did not institute the

same for other miracles.
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And also: what do lamps have to do with Hallel and thanksgiving? But the explanation is that it is
written, “For a mitzvah is a lamp and the Torah is light,” etc. This will be understood by first ex-
plaining the matter of the Menorah in the Holy Temple, of which our Sages, of blessed memory,

said, “Does He then need its light?” etc.
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Now, it is written, “And when Aharon kindles the lamps at dusk, he shall burn it [the incense],” and,
“In the morning, when he prepares the lamps, he shall burn it.” For at night he would light all sev-

en lamps, and the next day he would clear their ashes and prepare them,
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and he would light only the western lamp, which is the sixth lamp, from which he would begin and

with which he would conclude.
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The explanation is that the lamps are the emotive attributes (middos): “Yours, Havayah, are the

greatness and the might,” etc.; they are seven lamps, corresponding to the seven middos.
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Now, in each and every attribute there is “the one opposite the other”: in kelipah (the husk), over
against holiness, and they draw their nourishment from holiness.
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For example, from love in holiness there is drawn down, through the chain of descending levels,
[what comes] to be physical lust; and likewise from awe in holiness [comes] evil fear, and anger,
and the like.
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And they must be refined and transformed, to be absorbed into supernal holiness, so that all the at-
tributes will be for G-d in a state of self-nullification (bittul): “Yours, Havayah, are the greatness

and the might,” etc.
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The refinement is through Chochmah (wisdom), for “through Chochmah they are refined,” etc.
And Chochmah is a light, to illuminate the attributes and to purify them.

7T D02 1MOAN IR YR 139007 MO T I AR PRAD A 00 onT X 1900

[1nzy 2192 02 A7)

At night, which is the time of darkness, it was necessary to light all seven lamps, that is, to draw the
light of Chochmah into each and every attribute on its own,
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whereas by day it was enough to light the sixth lamp, which is the principal channel of influence,
and of itself the light of Chochmah would be drawn into all the attributes.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/vayeishev/4/ 3



TORAH OHR - PARSHAS VAYEISHEV - MAAMAR 4 "9 b:snb 0°17° 101919 *19 7191177 *nY° 19‘?0:: "9

MT7Y N2 01 1AW 093 1ROMT IR NOWRN PwnRn IR 7Y 0w Wl maw oy w0 mIm
PRIW° W3 NI R wnn 1°7 93 0PIYI NN 9702w MLy

Now, there is “world, year, soul.” Just as Aharon would draw down the light of Chochmah into the

world, [into] the seven levels and supernal attributes in the order and conduct of the world, so too

he would draw down the light of Chochmah into the souls of Israel,
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who are “those who came out of Yaakov’s thigh, seventy souls,” corresponding to the seven lamps.
They are “those who came out of the thigh of 2py° (Yaakov)”: yud-ekev (“heel”), that is, the yud,
which is Chochmah, drawn down and descending into the level of the heel, the end of the lowest

levels.
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This is [the meaning of] “and his hand was grasping Eisav’s heel”: for 17> (“his hand”) has the let-

ters of 71" (yud), which grasps the heel of Eisav so as not to give it the strength to expand and rule,

but only to subdue it beneath holiness and to subjugate the sitra achra (the other side).
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And this was the meaning of what Aharon drew down when he kindled the lamps: to draw the yud of
Yaakov, the light of Chochmah, to the level of the heel, so that even the natural attributes in the an-
imal soul will rise and be absorbed into holiness.
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Now, it is written, “And when Aharon kindles the lamps at dusk, he shall burn it,” and likewise, “In

the morning, when he prepares the lamps, he shall burn it.”
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[First] “when he kindles,” and then “he shall burn it,” and likewise in the morning; as it is stated in

the order of the Temple service, the preparing of two lamps precedes the incense.
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To understand the matter of the incense, which came after the lighting and the preparing of two
lamps: the matter of the lamps, as already explained above, is the raising up of the attributes that
descended and were drawn down into the physicality of the animal soul, so that they rise and are
absorbed into holiness. But the incense is the raising up of the letters, those of thought, speech and

action, the garments of the attributes, which are of the level of the inanimate.
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The letters of holiness are called “the wall of the daughter of Zion,” a wall of stones: “two stones
build two houses,” etc., as is known.
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And as is explained elsewhere on the verse, “Great is Havayah and much praised, in the city of our
G-d”: when is He called great? When He is in the city of our G-d, etc.
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Now, the letters of thought, speech and action that fell into physicality, under the dominion of the
kelipos and the sitra achra, have no ascent through the drawing down of the light of Chochmah, for

the light of Chochmabh is only in the attributes themselves, love and awe, etc.,
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which are of a spiritual nature (see what is explained on “And [G-d| formed,” etc., in Parshas
Bereishis). But the physicality of the letters has no ascent except through the incense: for the

spices of the incense were of things that have no taste at all
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and are not of the category of food at all, so they are of the level of the inanimate; and by burning
them there comes to be a fragrance that rises upward and restores the soul: “a fire-offering, a
pleasing fragrance to Havayah.” For through the fragrance there comes to be nichoach
(“pleasing™), that is, a descent into the chain of descent, a drawing down of the level of Havayah,

[whose] yud [is] Chochmah, etc.
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Now, all this was in the Holy Temple, where they would offer sacrifices; and now prayer is in place
of the sacrifices. We need to understand this in [terms of| prayer.
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In the order of the Temple service, the blood of the tamid (the daily offering) came before the pre-
paring of two lamps, the lamps before the incense, and the incense before the limbs. It follows that
the blood of the tamid came before the lamps and incense, and the limbs of the tamid after the
lamps and incense.
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This will be understood in the service of G-d in prayer. For the essence of the service in the Shema

and prayer is to give over one’s soul in the Shema.
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Now, there are two kinds of self-sacrifice (mesirus nefesh): to give over one’s soul in “One,” and
“with all your soul: even if He takes your soul,” etc. To understand what these two kinds of self-sac-

rifice are:
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self-sacrifice in “One” refers to the G-dly soul, which is in a state of actual self-nullification, as it is
written, “As Havayah lives, before Whom I have stood.” The state of standing is self-nullification in
the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, itself.
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And the level of “with all your soul” means that the animal soul too should be in a state of subjuga-
tion and transformation (iskafya and is’hapcha), etc.
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For this self-sacrifice is not in “One” but in the level of “Blessed be the name of the glory of His
kingdom,” etc. The explanation is that, as is known, the level of the light that fills all worlds
(memalei kol almin) and of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin) is all called only

the level of “My Name.”
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As in the saying, “King, praised and glorified forever and ever (adei ad), is His great Name.” “For-
ever and ever” means all the ascents from world to world, elevation after elevation: the World to
Come, the Upper Garden of Eden, the days of Mashiach and the Resurrection of the Dead, and the
many myriads of myriads of worlds and chambers explained in the Zohar.
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In truth there are far more, without end, as it is written, “His troops are without number”; His
troops are the angels, which are the outer dimension of the worlds, and all the more so the souls,
which are the inner dimension of the worlds. Yet all this is only at the level of “His Name,” the

name of the glory of His kingdom.
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As in the analogy of the extension of a king through his country: only his name goes out through
all the provinces of his kingdom, not his essence and being.
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So too, so to speak, the extension of the life-force drawn from the Infinite Light, blessed be He, to
give life to all the creatures and the soul of every living thing: this extension and drawing down is
only at the level of a “name,” which is only a radiance and illumination, merely an extension, and
it is called the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof).
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But the very essence of the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He, is exalted and lofty, for it is writ-
ten, “For I, Havayah, have not changed,” and there is no comparison to Him, blessed be He, not

even as a drop compares to the ocean, etc.
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Now, the soul, the G-dly soul, because it is of the inner dimension of the worlds, is nullified and ab-
sorbed in the higher unity (yichuda ila’ah), blessed be He, before the Infinite Light, blessed be He,

itself; because there rests and shines upon it the Infinite Light, blessed be He,
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and it contemplates and meditates on His exaltedness, blessed be He: how nothing can be com-
pared to Him, and “I, Havayah, have not changed,” etc.
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But in the chain of descent and the lowering of the levels, down to the end of the lowest levels, [that
is, the level] of the animal soul enclothed in the actual physical body, the physical is a screen that
separates and divides [it] from the higher unity, because to eyes of flesh it appears as a being and a
separate thing.
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Nevertheless, through the descent of the soul, the G-dly soul, which did not descend for its own
sake, for even before its descent it was at the level of “before Whom I have stood,” etc.; rather, the
descent is for the sake of the ascent of the animal soul: to shine upon it an illumination from the
higher unity, blessed be He, so that it too can rise and be absorbed into the Infinite Light, blessed
be He.
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This illumination and drawing down is from the level of “Blessed be the name of the glory of His
kingdom forever and ever.”
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That is, through contemplating that everything that appears as a being and separate is nothing but
a radiance, the name of the glory of His kingdom. Therefore the being will be nullified, like the ra-

diance of the sun within the sun, etc., as is explained elsewhere.
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Now, in the ascent of the animal soul to be absorbed into the Infinite Light, blessed be He, very
great and abundant is its power, for it is of the level of baalei teshuvah (those who return), who

“draw with greater force.”
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For the animal soul was taken from the holy Chayos of the Chariot. And the Chayos carry the

Throne, and “the likeness as the appearance of a man upon it from above.”
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“And with a great noise they rise up.” This was the meaning of the blood of the tamid, [slaughtered]
“on the north side before Havayah”: for the sacrifices were of the soul of the animal, to raise it to its

root, from which it was taken, the level of the face of the ox in the Chariot.
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The tamid was of the most holy offerings, which are slaughtered in the north, the level of Gevurah
(restraint), which is from the left, the level of “a great noise.” Moreover, 12123 (“on the north side”)
[is] 71 1128, “the hidden hei,”
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that is, the level of the final hei of the Name Havayah, which is the level of the concealment and tz-

imtzum (contraction) of the Infinite One, blessed be He; and because of this there was the noise.
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This is “on the north side before Havayah”: from the level of “the north side,” which is the level of
“a great noise,” they rise up and carry the Throne, the likeness as the appearance of a man, above
the level of man; because their root is from the World of Tohu, “before any king reigned over the

children of Israel.”
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Now, Havayah, [whose] yud [is] Chochmabh, etc., is the level of man; whereas “with a great noise
they rise up” above the level of man. This is “before Havayah”: the source of the level of Havayah,

from which is drawn the very coming-into-being of the level of Havayah.
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And just as they would offer the blood of the tamid, from the actual soul of the animal, so prayer, in
place of the sacrifices, is the ascent and absorption of the animal soul within a person, which is

also “with a great noise”: the level of flashes of fire and fervor, in yearning and thirst, etc.
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This is “Man and beast You save, Havayah”: the beast within man You save, so that in it too there be
a drawing down of the level of Havayah.
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This thirst and this yearning are the level of “with all your heart.” For in the heart there are two
chambers: the right chamber is full of air and breath,
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and the left chamber is full of blood, for “the blood is the soul”; the revi’is of blood on which the

soul depends has its dwelling in the heart, where the element of fire and the natural heat are found.
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As is known, the lobes of the lungs blow upon the heart to cool it from its heat. And there is the
dwelling-place of the G-dly yearning and thirst, to rise and be absorbed into the Infinite Light,
blessed be He.
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Now, after this ascent and absorption, “spirit brings spirit and draws down spirit”: to draw the
Infinite Light, blessed be He, down below, “as water [reflects] face to face.”

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/vayeishev/4/ 11

20

21



TORAH OHR - PARSHAS VAYEISHEV - MAAMAR 4 "9 b:snb 0°17° 101919 *19 7191177 *nY° 19‘?0:: "9

(10 P 79x] OPRIN NRAWT RANY W9 1PRH 79YR27 w0l 99 1PRD 21 [nzy nx) Y7 20200 owd
.19y1% 1m0 TR whn 07l

Just as one nullifies oneself, from being to nothing, so there is drawn down from above, from noth-

ing to being, so that the Infinite Light, blessed be He, itself will rest below as above.
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“With all your soul”: with all the powers of the soul, thought, speech and action. Also, every soul
comprises nefesh, ruach and neshamah. And the main part of the soul is the intellectual one, each
according to his measure: there are masters of Scripture, and there are masters of Mishnah and

Talmud.
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This is the matter of lighting the lamps. Except that at dusk he lights all seven lamps, while in the
morning, at the time of preparing two lamps, he would light the sixth lamp after preparing it, and

afterwards light the seventh lamp.
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It is like “and the Torah is light”: that the light of the Torah should shine in “with all your soul,” the

intellectual soul. From this one comes to the level of “with all your might,” with all your wealth,

which is the level of charity (tzedakah), which is [what is called] “mitzvah” without qualification, a

mitzvah of action.
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As is known, the mitzvos that are done in physical action are of the level of the incense, which is

made of spices that have no taste and are not of the category of food.
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From them there comes to be a fragrance that rises upward, to strengthen the mind and to restore
the soul. For the first revelation of the soul as a whole is in the intellect (mochin) in the head, and
the action of fragrance is that the soul should not be withdrawn from the intellect, but should re-

turn and be revealed, from concealment into revelation.
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So it is with the mitzvos, and their general and collective expression is the mitzvah of charity, about
which it is said, “Charity exalts a nation”: it is exalted and rises higher and higher. And it is written,
“He put on charity as a coat of mail, and a helmet of salvation on His head.”

T °ra NPaR DT NAwn® NeavEn Aot YD PO 1AM 99Y .0°20 DUwpYPR R P
.12 3°09117 999 1an R

A coat of mail is [made| of many scales. So too, each and every coin adds up to a great sum, to be-

come a coat of mail, which is a shield for all who take refuge in it.
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So too charity becomes a shield and a refuge, so that there be no nurture for the kelipah and the

sitra achra; and it becomes a “helmet of salvation on His head.”
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The explanation of this: it is written, “A crown of glory is gray hair; it is found in the way of
charity.” From charity there comes to be a “crown of glory, gray hair,” which is the level of the

majesty of the face, “May Havayah make His face shine,” etc.,

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/vayeishev/4/ 13
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the level of the inner dimension, which is the level of “the hidden things of the heart,” the inner di-
mension of the heart, which becomes one with the mind as “two companions who never part.” For
the outer dimension of the heart does not become one with the mind: the mind is in one’s power, to

understand and contemplate the greatness of the Infinite One, blessed be He,
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and yet the outer dimension of the heart is not in one’s power; but the inner dimension of the heart

truly becomes one with the mind. And through charity there comes to be a fragrance that restores

the soul and makes the revelation of the mind shine, to become one in the inner dimension of the

heart.
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This is “Oil and incense gladden the heart”: this is the Holy One, blessed be He, as it is written, “the
Rock of my heart.” For just as the heart draws life-force to all the limbs, so it is written, “And You
give life to them all.”
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The gladness of the heart is the revelation of the inner dimension, that is, the inner dimension of
the Infinite Light, blessed be He, to which nothing compares, etc.
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And through charity, which is the nullification of being into nothing, for one gives the life of his
soul from his toil, there is drawn from above a drawing down into being from actual nothing,
which is the inner dimension of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, itself.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/vayeishev/4/ 14
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This is the level of “doing the will of the Omnipresent (Makom).” For will is subject to change, and it
iswritten, “I, Havayah, have not changed.”
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But Israel do the will of the Omnipresent, [causing] His will, blessed be He, to extend into the di-
mension of place: these are the mitzvos, which are His will, blessed be He, enclothed in physical

action, in place and time.
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The 613 mitzvos of the Torah and the seven of the Rabbis are 620 pillars of light, like a pillar that
connects above and below: so that the Infinite Light, blessed be He, of the inner dimension, which
is far above the bounds of the worlds, rests and is enclothed, as will, in the 613 mitzvos of the Torah

and the seven of the Rabbis, which are enclothed in physical things.
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Therefore the act of charity is called a “helmet of salvation (yeshuah).” For yeshuah is from the
same root as “And Havayah turned (vayisha) to Hevel,” etc., meaning that He turned to his prayer:
that is, [charity] causes the Holy One, blessed be He, to turn with His own Self and His glory, to
draw down the revelation of His very essence and being.
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This revelation divides into 370 lights, and it is the source of “the glory of gray hair,” the majesty of
the face; as it is written of the Kohanim, “And you shall make them caps, for honor and for glory”:
the caps, which are the “helmet of salvation,” are drawn down to become the “glory of gray hair”
and the majesty of the face.
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This is “A crown of glory is gray hair,” and all this “is found in the way of charity”: for from charity
there comes to be the “helmet of salvation,” to draw down the majesty of the face, “May Havayah
make His face shine,” the level of the inner dimension, as explained above. And afterwards [comes]

the level of the limbs; for in the sacrifices there were two things, blood and fat.
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The blood precedes the lamps and incense; it is the level of “with all your heart”; and the limbs,

which are the fat, came after the lamps and the incense.
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The explanation is that the fat is the level of delight, as we see that one who lives in delight has

much fat.

95 2791 225 202 A2 °R By Aynow 172102 250 93 N1 1M
That is, “all the fat is for Havayah”: that one should delight in G-d with joy and gladness of heart,
more than from an abundance of everything,
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and not have any other delight at all. Through this, “these words which I command you,” etc., [will
be upon your heart]; and “I” Myself command you, etc., so that through this the sweetness of the
Torah will be in his eyes, etc.
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Now we come to explain the matter of Chanukah, [and] why we bless “to light the Chanukah lamp”;

and what is the matter of the dedication (chanukah) of the altar and the dedication of the House.
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It is written, “Train (chanoch) a youth according to his way”: that is, when one wants to teach him

and he is far from it, one must train him.
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The training is through many gifts that are given to him. But it is written, “I was a youth (na’ar)”;
[the Sages] said that the Prince of the World said [this verse]: that is, the life-force that spreads

through all the worlds, to each according to its measure, is at the level of a youth.
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As it is written, “And he was a youth with the sons of Bilhah,” etc.; [and] “the name of the younger
one (haketanah) was Rachel”: hei ketanah, “a small hei,” the level of Malchus, the final hei of the
Name Havayah, so that “His kingship rules over all.” To bring the creatures into being from noth-

ing to something, it is at the level of “small,” because it is in the level of bounds and limits.
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Relative to the Infinite One, blessed be He, Who, as His name is so is He, has no end, etc., all of the
life-force, taken as a whole, is called by the name “smallness,” for it bears no comparison to Him,
blessed be He. This is why it is written, “How will Yaakov stand, for he is small?”
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For Yaakov is the bar that runs from end to end; and since there is an end at the top and an end at

the bottom, it has a limit, and so it is small relative to the Infinite One, blessed be He.
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To draw down the Infinite Light, blessed be He, itself through the sacrifices (the blood of the tamid,

the lamps, the incense and the limbs), the altar was too small to contain [it].

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/vayeishev/4/ 17
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Therefore the Princes volunteered many gifts for the dedication of the altar, to dedicate the altar;
and their gift was greater than what was offered on it every day, “the one lamb,” etc., which was of-

fered from the communal funds of all Israel.
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The Princes, because they were on a higher level than the rest of the community of Israel, gave a
great gift for the dedication of the altar: silver bowls, bulls, lambs and he-goats,

.01 oY 9o bw N1327P2 727°2 01° 927 IR W’Whﬂb SR DY N13127P2 13 71°7°W %72
so that there would be power in the offerings of Israel to draw down light, “each day’s matter on its
day,” in the offerings of each and every day.
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So too was the matter of the Chanukah lamps in the days of the Hasmoneans: the Greeks did not

seek to lay hands on them, but only “to make them forget Your Torah and to make them

transgress,” etc.; as our Sages, of blessed memory, said (Bereishis Rabbah, sections 16 and 44),

that they said, “Write on the horn of the ox,” etc.
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The explanation: all idol worshippers have an animal soul from the face of the ox, except that they
receive from the level of the waste and the dregs, the level of horns and hooves, dregs and waste,
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which do not rise and become absorbed into the holiness of the face of the ox in the Chariot, [the
Chayos] that carry the Throne and the likeness of a man upon it from above; for this power [exists]
only in the G-dly soul, which is from the level of the man upon the Throne.
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And the animal soul [of Israel] is from the level of man in the Chayos of the Chariot: “and the four

9

of them had one likeness,” “and the likeness of their faces was the face of a man.” Therefore they

have the power to draw down the Infinite Light, blessed be He, itself.
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The Greeks were envious of Israel and wanted Israel too to write on the horn of the ox, so that they
would receive from the level of horns and hooves, as above, and not be absorbed into the holiness
of the supernal Man.
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This is [the meaning of| “that you have no portion,” etc. Israel were weak and few at that time, and
nevertheless they gave their lives for the sanctification of the Name.
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And through the power of self-sacrifice they had the strength to draw down the light of the Torah
anew. This drawing down is at the level of Chanukah (dedication), the level of an abundant gift, the
drawing down of the “helmet of salvation” to become the “crown of glory, gray hair,” etc.
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This is the matter of Hallel and thanksgiving. For hallel means praise, and it is also the language of
“when His lamp shone (b’hilo),” etc.: illumination, in revelation.
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And the one follows from the other: for through the praise with which one praises a person for the
virtues and qualities he has, one arouses the virtues and qualities within him to come out from

concealment into revelation.
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This is “Halleluyah”: that the Name Yah should come out from concealment into revelation, so that
there be the level of the yud, Chochmabh, etc., from above Chochmabh.
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For nnon (Chochmah) is 7”»n 1”2 (“the power of Mah”), and 1”» has the numerical value of 07X
(“man”); and the drawing down of the level of the man upon the Throne is from the level far above
the level of man, the Infinite Light, blessed be He, itself. Through this there comes to be the Name

Yah, “two companions who never part.”
9170 15 5113 122 NITAN 02 TIINY NITR TR0 NOWR NAR 0 aw NR 1990 97NN
el

And afterwards, “Praise the Name of Havayah”: that there be a drawing down of Chochmah into
the attributes, so that the attributes too will be in a state of self-nullification, “Yours, Havayah, is

the greatness,” etc.
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But all this praise and acclaim, to draw from concealment into revelation, is through “the servants
of Havayah,” who are like servants who accept upon themselves the yoke of the kingdom of

Heaven, in the manner of “you shall surely set [a king over you],” etc.
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As is explained elsewhere, this level of praise and acclaim, and this drawing down, is the level of
the hundred blessings that a person is obligated to recite every day, which is the level of blessing

and drawing down from concealment into revelation.
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This is “May the Name of Havayah be blessed from now and forever.” “From now”: from the begin-
ning of time, which is at the level of His kingship, blessed be He, for then the language of time ap-
plies, “|G-d] is King, [G-d] was King,” etc., as is explained elsewhere.
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“And forever”: that it be drawn down and spread to the end of all the levels, so that there be a reve-

lation of G-dliness, etc.
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All this is the level of Hallel and Halleluyah, to draw from concealment into revelation. But thanks-
giving is the level of “returning,” for there must be “running and returning.”
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Above, it is called “reaching and not reaching.” For in truth the Infinite Light, blessed be He, is not
actually revealed in this time, only in the Time to Come: “And the glory of Havayah will be

revealed,” “for eye to eye,” etc.,
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whereas now the revelation is only in the manner of “The voice of my beloved knocks,” “I sleep,
but my heart is awake,” etc.; and since the Holy Temple was destroyed, the Holy One, blessed be

He, has in His world only the four cubits of halachah, etc.
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From this comes the level of thanksgiving and self-nullification before the Infinite Light, blessed
be He, which is drawn down in His Torah and His service: “And My words which I have put in your
mouth,” “And I have put My words in your mouth,” “I am the Mishnah speaking in your mouth,”

etc.
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