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“A Song of Ascents: When [Havayah] returns,” etc., “we were like dreamers.” Now, a dream joins
two opposites in a single subject, and combines two opposite matters as though they were one. This
is because in sleep the discerning faculty of the intellect departs, and only the imaginative faculty

remains.
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And the imaginative faculty can combine two opposite matters, such as a ship racing through the
air, etc., as Maimonides writes in the Eight Chapters. But when awake, when the faculty of the intel-
lect is aroused, it rules over the imaginative faculty and does not let it combine [them], because it

sees with its mind’s eye that they are separate things that do not unite at all.
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So too is the matter in the exile of the spark of G-dliness in a person’s soul, which is in a state of
sleep and of the departure of the intellect (mochin). [Such a person| can combine two opposite
things: being occupied all day in business, “each one for his gain, from his every quarter,” this

one turning to his olive grove, etc.
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Even though in prayer he arouses love, until [the soul] longs to divest herself of her garments, etc.,
to cleave to Him, blessed be He, because of his contemplation of the higher unity and the lower

unity, nevertheless after prayer the love passes and is gone, and he does not take it to heart
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that this is the opposite of the contemplation in prayer; and he imagines in his heart that he can
combine and join two opposite matters together as though they were one, while in truth they are
separate and distant from one another. For although it is written in the Torah, “Six years you shall

sow your field,”
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and likewise in the Shema, “and to serve Him with all your heart,” etc., “I will give the rain of your
land,” etc., “and you shall gather in your grain,” etc.
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All of this is by way of service, as is known that in all the matters of this world there is [an element]

of the service of G-d: “Six years you shall sow,” etc., “and in the seventh year,” etc.
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This is the matter of the refinements (beirurim) of the level of the six years, and the elevation of the
level of the seventh year, as is explained elsewhere. And these very things go according to the in-
tention of the heart.
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But the heart of the multitude, who incline after their gain, to provide their allotted bread in its
plain sense: “their heart does not so imagine.”
537%2 0% 901° WK DI10NN °T NIRDNAY %A1 931 Oyw° 2o P 17K 11197 27y 1101 R 02
APy A1AT "29%R DOWIYY 0DIA

And their heart is not set according to the proper intention; rather, all their salvation and all their
desire is to supply what suffices for their need, whatever they lack in the needs of their body, and
they make the needs of the body the main thing.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/vayeishev/3/ 3



TORAH OHR - PARSHAS VAYEISHEV - MAAMAR 3 D’?:TTH'ID 13°°07 %19 291w n1byhn 9w

onl 11 T N217YN °92 7172% RR "AnRT 1292 Yap: N A9eNAw MAMIYNT IR0 whn
21D [ovewn

And this is the very opposite of the arousal in prayer, that love for G-d alone be fixed in his heart,

without any foreign admixture, G-d forbid, etc.
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Now, even after these words and this truth, let no man’s heart fail within him, [so as] to say that the

arousal in prayer and his contemplation are vain imaginings, since it is like the dream, which is

the imaginative faculty that joins two opposites.
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For, since he sees in himself after prayer that the love for G-d passes and is gone, and he turns to
love specifically his body, it is understood that even in prayer he did not nullify the love of his body

entirely.
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And the arousal in prayer of love for G-d alone is not genuine, but only like the imagining of a

dream, which joins two opposites: it seems to him that he loves G-d and nevertheless loves his

body,
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even though they cannot be right together, because this is taken from the imaginative faculty,
which can imagine vain imaginings. But in truth, this level of the dream has its root above, and “its

foundation is in the mountains of” supernal “holiness.”
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This will be understood by first introducing what is written, “On that day Havayah will be One and
His Name One.” The Gemara asks: Is His Name not One now? And it answers: Not as I am written
am I read, etc.
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The explanation is that His Name is in a state of exile, and therefore it is not read as it is written,

but only in a garment and a sheath, etc.
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Now, in exile it is in a state of sleep and of the departure of the intellect (mochin), “three contained
[within three],” etc., and then his soul draws life for him from above, etc.
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And there it is on the level of circles (iggulim), in which there is no level of above and below;
rather, all is in one equality, with the inclusion and unification of all matters, without any separa-
tion or division, as is known from the saying of our Sages, of blessed memory, “These and these

are the words of the living G-d.”
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Only when it is drawn down by way of lines is there division: the right line, Chesed, etc. This is not
so on the level of circles: there is no division there at all, and there all the things that are separate

below are joined and included together, and no separation or division is seen between them.
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However, this level comes to be revealed below only through the state of sleep and of the departure

of the intellect in exile. Of this it is said, “I clothe the heavens in blackness.” “Heavens” are the lev-

el of circles; they are clothed in the level of blackness and darkness,
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which is concealment and hiddenness; for then there shines and sparkles from above, from the su-

pernal world, which is on the level of circles, [into] the level of the dream, which is the imaginative

faculty, to join two opposites in one subject as though they were truly one, because in truth, in their

root in the supernal world, they are joined and united,
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for there it is on the level of circles, as said above. Only below, in the division of the lines according
to Chochmah and Daas, so that this line is thus and that line is thus, is the opposition seen and re-

vealed: that this is the opposite of that, and then they are separate and distant from one another.
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Therefore the level of inclusion cannot be revealed in the revelation of Chochmah, which is the be-

ginning of the division of the lines, but only in the state of sleep and of the departure of the intel-

lect in exile;
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then the supernal light sparkles and shines, and it is hidden and concealed in the level of blackness
and darkness, that is, in the enclothing of concealment, etc., and not in revelation, for revelation is

on the level of Chochmah and Daas, which is according to lines.
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And of the Time to Come it is written, “Your Teacher will no longer be hidden” (yikanef), [hidden]
by a wing (kanaf) and a garment, etc. Therefore “on that day His Name will be One”: it will not be

clothed and covered in a sheath,
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And it will be read as it is written, etc. For “they will see eye to eye,” etc. And then it will be said,
“When Havayah returns the captivity of Zion, we were like dreamers.”
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This means that this rank and level of the dream will be revealed, until all will recognize, know and

grasp the life-force drawn to them in the time of exile, which is from the level of the dream.
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Therefore they will say, “We were like dreamers.” And with this the greatness and rank of Yaakov
and Yosef through the dreams will be understood. And there is an aspect in which Yosef is higher in
rank than the level of Moshe our Teacher, peace be upon him. And Nadav and Avihu were the ne-

fesh and ruach of Yosef.
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“We are impure through the soul (nefesh) of a man”: this is Avihu. But Nadav was of the level of ru-
ach, and they did not need sprinkling on his account at all. And of him it is said, “And may a gener-

ous (nedivah) spirit uphold me.” And this is what is said, “Who leads Yosef like a flock.”
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For in the time of exile the leadership of Israel is on the level of Yosef, which is from the level of the
dream, from the world of circles, etc. Therefore he is called ben poras (n712), whose letters are pos-
er (AMy, “interprets”) and tofer (721N, “sews”), which joins, etc. And therefore he interpreted
dreams.
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