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“And Yaakov settled in the land of his father’s sojournings, in the land of Canaan.” [We need] to un-
derstand this matter, and also the doubled wording, “in the land of his father’s sojournings” [and]
“in the land of Canaan.”
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Now, it is written, “I will walk before Havayah in the lands of the living”: [meaning] that there are

two lands, which are two levels of vessels for the resting of supernal life
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(and just as “life” [chayim] is in the plural, so “lands” is in the plural). And to explain the matter, we
must understand why throughout the Torah the Land of Israel is called “the land of Canaan.”
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Yet Cham is the father of Canaan; what then is the praise of the Land of Israel in this lineage? (Also
[we need] to understand what is written, “Canaan: in his hand are scales of deceit.”) Also what is
written, “And there shall no longer be a Canaanite in the house of Havayah of Hosts on that day.”
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Now, it is known that the entire Torah is expounded [in the manner of] “one opposite the other”: for

just as there are Lavan and Eisav in kelipah,
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and likewise the chief of the butchers and the chief of the cupbearers, etc., so all these levels exist

in holiness, for “G-d made the one opposite the other.”
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Now, the three sons of Noach are, above in holiness, three levels: the colors of the rainbow, white,

red and green.
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But in the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus), by way of a fall from level after level, it be-
came the physical Cham, the father of Canaan. And to understand the matter of Canaan in holi-
ness: “Canaan” means a merchant, as it is written, “her merchants (kin’aneha) are the honored of
the earth.”
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And it is written, “Canaan: in his hand are scales of deceit.” That is, by way of analogy, like the mer-
chant who scatters money, silver and gold, and lets it out of his possession in order to profit and
earn; and his whole intent is to be one who “scatters and yet gains more.”
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So the source of the souls of Israel, which is the level of the Community of Israel (Knesses Yisrael),
is likened in exile to this merchant, as it is written, “Your brother came with deceit and took your
blessing.” For it is written, “a time when man ruled over man to his harm.”
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For through the enclothing of the Shechinah, in the manner of exile, among them, to bestow upon
them, through this all the sparks of holiness are refined; as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Is-
rael was exiled only so that [converts] would be added to them,” etc., so that “He will swallow up
death,” etc.
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“And the spirit of impurity I will remove from the land”; “and the glory of Havayah will be
revealed”; “for eye to eye they will see,” etc. And just as it is in the world as awhole, so it is in partic-

ular in every soul of Israel in the service of G-d.
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For before its descent into this world to be enclothed in a body and in the vital, animal soul, the

soul was bound and united with its source and root, in the One who emanated it, with flames of fire

of love, by nature, like a flame that rises of itself, etc.
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And it had the level of natural love and awe in great revelation, which is the level of “silver and
gold.” “Silver” (kesef) is from the expression nichsof nichsafta, “you longed greatly”; that is, the

level of love.
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And “gold comes from the north,” which is the level of the left, which is the level of awe. And after-
ward, when the soul descended into this world to be enclothed in the physical body,
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even the level of love and awe that it had is hidden and covered in the physical heart, and it cannot
behold love and awe as openly as at first; so it turns out that the love and awe have been diminished

from their measure.
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If so, why did the soul descend into this world, since it is a great descent and a great loss compared
to before? But it is written, “The Torah of Your mouth is better for me than thousands of gold and

silver.”
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“Thousands” (alfei) is an expression of learning. That is to say: I have an advantage and superiority
in “the Torah of Your mouth” in this world, more than the level of “gold and silver” to which the

soul was accustomed (lemudah) at first.
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And the matter is as our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Better is one hour in teshuvah,” etc. For
through the higher teshuvah, from the depth of the heart, the cleaving of the soul to the living G-d
will be more wondrous, in the desire of the heart (re’usa deliba),
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as will be explained below. So it turns out that although it has a loss in the natural love and awe that
are revealed in the outer dimension of the heart, nevertheless it will have an advantage in the level
of the desire of the heart, in the point of the inner dimension of the heart, like “the advantage of

light [that comes] from the darkness,” specifically.

NP RS 101K W 7Y 7D .09 1R PTY221) 1IANR IRY (IWRT 2R 20N 37 0D Iy IR0
121 R722W TP R ANKRY

And the explanation of the matter: it is written, “I am the first and I am the last, and besides Me
there is no G-d (Elokim).” Meaning, in the manner of what is written, “I, Havayah, have not

changed,” and “You were [the same]| before the world was created,” etc.,
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without any change; for the creation of the higher and lower worlds takes up no place at all, and

“all before Him is considered as truly nothing.”
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And “besides Me” means what is other than this level, that is, in the midst of time, when the world
appears as something existing, a thing unto itself, the level of time and space: [there] “there is no
Elokim besides Me,” which is the level of “the living G-d (Elokim) and eternal King,”
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as in the saying, “and besides You we have no king, redeemer,” etc.; for all the higher and lower
worlds came into being from the level of His sovereignty (malchus), blessed be He,
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as it is written, “Your kingship is a kingship over all worlds,” etc. And it is up to there that the com-
prehension of all the higher and lower creations rises. But as for the Holy One, blessed be He, in

His glory and His essence, “no thought can grasp Him,”
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for He is exalted and uplifted beyond the bounds of comprehension, and He is not grasped within
the worlds, neither in the level of [the light that] fills [all worlds] nor in the level of [the light that] en-
compasses [them], by any intellect or comprehension in the world, but only by the desire of the

heart, “the inward part of man and a deep heart.”

125 195X 0OW° OR IREY 1T NN PRI 29T RMYA N2 90 2190 °T TPNRP 20pnynn Urnon
19K NP9ONY PR IR TV T9YR [noysb / moyns] PRYRD RWI 07 RIT P95 71°2 XD°AN mawnn novT
LSIRDOY mom nan

As it is written, “Out of the depths I have called You, Havayah.” For the level of the desire of the
heart is drawn from this very contemplation, “if he sets his heart to it”: that no thought can grasp
Him at all, and He is exalted and uplifted, higher and higher without end or limit, even beyond the

level of supernal Chochmah.
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Because of this his soul will yearn and pine to be nullified in its existence to Him, blessed be He, to

leave the prison of the body, its sheath, and to pour itself out into the bosom of its Father.
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This is not so with the soul before its descent to be enclothed in a body: its love and its cleaving to

its root were according to [the measure of| its comprehension; and likewise with regard to awe.
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Now, at the time when the Holy Temple stood, this level of the desire of the heart was drawn from
the revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, in the Sanctuary of the Holy of
Holies, etc., as explained in the Tanya, so that one’s will be nullified to His will, blessed be He; and

as it is written, “For you shall be to Me a land of desire.”
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But in the time of exile, it is written, “And from there you will seek Havayah your G-d, and you will
find [Him],” etc. “From there” specifically: that is, when you contemplate the opposite of the ways

of G-d, how it is far from G-d with the utmost distance, such as one who transgresses His will;
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And [consider] from where abundance and life-force flow to them, so that they have life and exis-
tence from His will, blessed be He; for His will, blessed be He, is what gives them life, as it is writ-

ten, “And You give life to them all.”
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But about this they said, “How great is the patience before Him”: for from the level of patience
(erech apayim) it is drawn and descends, by way of a fall, from higher levels, to give life to the idol-

worshipping nations, even though they transgress His will.
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And this is [the reasoning]: if [so] for those who transgress His will, then for those who do His will,
how much more so, that there will flow the level of the supernal will, which is far, far above the

bounds of the worlds:
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not by way of the descent and chain of levels, in the level of Chochmah and the emotive attributes
(middos), but in the level of the inner point of the heart, which is the level of the higher teshuvah
that preceded the world. And this is [the meaning of] “when you seek Him with all your heart and

with all your soul”:
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that is, that his heart be turned from one extreme to the other, and “darkness is transformed into
light,” through this level of the desire of the heart: to despise the life and pleasures of this world,

and to draw his heart and soul to cleave to Him, blessed be He.
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Now, all this is in the manner of the analogy of the merchant mentioned above, who lets silver and
gold out of his possession, to be one who “scatters and yet gains more.”
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So the soul: although it lets out “silver and gold,” which is the level of revealed love and awe, to be
enclothed and hidden in the body and the animal soul, through this it has an advantage in the level

of the desire of the heart, like flames of fire, out of the opposite.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And Cham is the father of Canaan,” with a zakef gadol: for the heat

(chamimus) of the flames of fire and of the flame rising upward out of the opposite is what makes

the level of Canaan, to trade, as mentioned above; as it is written, “She perceives that her merchan-

dise is good,” etc.
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But first one must precede [this] with the level of lower awe, which is drawn from the level of His
sovereignty (malchus), blessed be He, which is called the level of the supernal Canaan of holiness;
from this one will rise, come and reach the level of “Canaan: in his hand are scales of deceit,” to
reach the level of the desire of the heart, the level of the inner dimension of the heart, as men-

tioned above.
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And this is [the meaning of| “Havayah is near to all who call upon Him, to all who call upon Him in
truth”: that is, in the truth of the point of his heart. For we see that “the thief at the mouth of the
tunnel calls upon the Merciful One,” and nevertheless he persists in his wickedness and does not
turn back from what he knowingly [intends].
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And we also see that there is even one who brings forth love and awe in his heart, and it passes and
goes away, such as after prayer, as mentioned above.
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And this is because it is grasped only in his mind and intellect, in the manner of an encompassing
[light] (makif), but it does not enter within, to the innermost, so that the heart be moved in utter
truth, from the depth of the heart.
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Whereas when they call upon Him in truth, that is, from the depth of the heart, then “the lip of

truth shall be established forever,” and it shall not falter, forever and ever.
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Now, it is written, “The voice is the voice of Yaakov”: the first [kol] is written lacking a vav, which is

the level of the voice that is not heard, and the second kol is written full, with a vav, which is the lev-

el of the voice that is heard, as explained in the holy Zohar.
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And the explanation of the matter: the level of Yaakov is yud-akev (“yud” [and]| “heel”). Meaning,
that the yud, which is the beginning of thought, “with the yud the World to Come was created,” is
drawn down to the level of heel and foot, which is the level of speech.
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And Yaakov is [the bar that] “runs through from end to end,” “from the head of all levels.” And in
all the higher levels there is also the aspect of head and foot,
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as it is written, “And His feet shall stand on that day,” and it is written, “and the earth is My foot-
stool,” and it is written, “and the place of My feet I will honor.” And Yaakov is the level of yud-akev

in each and every world, according to its measure.
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Now, the level of the voice that is heard is the level of the Torah, which is the level of drawing down,
like the analogy of the voice that connects and draws the hidden intentions of the heart so that they
come to be revealed in speech. And so the Torah is the level of supernal Chochmah, the level of

“wise, but not with a known wisdom.”
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For the reasons of the mitzvos have not been revealed with great openness, so as to understand all
the depths of its secrets in their finest details; and it was drawn into revelation through its being

enclothed in physical matters: the Order of Zeraim, Moed, etc.
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And this is the level of the voice and drawing-down of Yaakov, yud-akev: that is, from the level of
the yud, which is supernal Chochmah, to be drawn down to the heel, which is Asiyah.

NS P2 TTINT POY2 12 APANMY MW ROy 705n 1Tw 119m S92 OIRA AW 70 N

K327 XMy **N23 Y103 N33 7500

But in order for a person to be a vessel and a place in which supernal Chochmah rests and is re-
vealed, in the study of Torah, he must first be in the level of self-nullification (bittul), in the level of
the desire of the heart,
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which is the level of the voice that is not heard; for “spirit draws spirit,” so that the light of G-d rests
and is revealed in him, that the wisdom of G-d be within him in revelation, and the Chochmah,
Binah and Daas of his soul be nullified and subordinate to Him. And this is the matter of “the cleav-

ing of spirit with spirit.”
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And about this it is said, “My G-d is within me,” and it is written, “And I have put My words in your
mouth”: “My words” literally, for “‘the word of Havayah’: this is halachah”; it is this that is revealed

in him, and it is this that speaks from within his throat.
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Therefore it is said of the Torah, “Through me kings reign,” and we say, “Who are the kings? The

Rabbis,” and “the Mishnah is a queen.”
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For since he is nullified to the word of G-d and to His will and His wisdom, and takes up no place of
his own at all, “the word of the king is sovereign,” and he is on the level of a king who decrees and

says that if Reuven claims thus, etc., it shall be thus,
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and likewise to do thus and not to do thus, etc. And he is not on the level of a servant, except in the
performance of the mitzvos, in which he is like a servant who carries out the king’s commands and

does his words.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And Yaakov settled in the land of his father’s sojournings (megurei).”
“Settled” (vayeshev) denotes a lowering and descent from the place where one stood. And the
meaning is that the level of Yaakov, yud-akev, is drawn down and lowered to be “in the land of his
father’s megurei.”
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And megurei has two meanings: the first is an expression of fear, and the second is an expression
of a storehouse, as in “a granary (megurah) full of produce,” which is a vessel into which [produce]

is stored; and both go together, for it is written, “The fear of Havayah is His treasure.”
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And so too in the words of our Sages, of blessed memory, “a storehouse of the fear of Heaven,”
which is the level of higher awe, the awe of shame, in the level of self-nullification: it is a receiving
vessel for supernal Chochmah, that it may rest and be revealed in it.
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And it is called “his father’s megurei,” for Yaakov is the level of yud-akev; he is the level of illumi-
nation and drawing-down from the level of supernal Chochmah, to draw [it] down to the end of all

levels. And the level of supernal Chochmah is called “his father.”
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Now, this is in the level of the higher unity (yichuda ila’ah) and the cleaving of spirit with spirit in
the study of Torah, to be nullified to Him, blessed be He, in the level of supernal Chochmah, as
mentioned above.
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But in the level of the lower unity (yichuda tata’ah), that is, to be a vessel and a place for His

dwelling, blessed be He, in the level of the world’s existence, in the level of His sovereignty, so that

in this too the level of “Havayah is One” rest and be revealed:
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this is drawn through another settling and lowering of the attribute of Yaakov, to draw down the at-
tribute of Chesed from the head of all levels to the end of all levels, into the lower land, which is
Canaan, which is the level of His sovereignty (malchus), blessed be He; and “A king establishes the

land through justice,” and “the throne is established through kindness.”
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For the world’s existence is through kindness, as it is written, “The world is built on kindness”: that
is, through the performance of the mitzvos in general, whose root is the level of Chesed, and in
particular it is the mitzvah of charity and kindness, which is why it is called simply “the mitzvah,”

etc., for it is equal to all the mitzvos, as explained in the Tanya.
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