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“These are the generations of Yitzchak,” etc. It is written, “His left hand is under my head, and his
right hand embraces me.” “His left hand” is the level of Yitzchak, [which is] from below upward.
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“And his right hand,” etc., is the level of Avraham, from above downward. Now, the attribute of
Avraham is hospitality to guests, etc., and Yitzchak would dig wells, etc.
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To understand this: it is written, “And you shall love.” Seemingly, the language of a command to
love does not apply here, etc. But [the explanation] is that first it is written, “Havayah is One,” etc.
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And through contemplating the meaning of “One,” how there is no comparison to Him at all, etc.,
[one understands] “Havayah, our G-d and the G-d of our fathers” (which is the level of tzimtzum).

This means that the level of “our fathers,” Chochmah and Binah, should come into being, etc.
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“You are wise,” etc., which has no comparison at all to His essence, may He be blessed, [for] “You

are One,” etc. Therefore there must first be the level of “our G-d,” which is the level of tzimtzum,
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and afterward “and the G-d of” (°p?x3), the level of the vav (1), a drawing down, so that the level of
“our fathers” should come into being. And when one contemplates all this, certainly the desire and
will of every Jew will always be to be absorbed into the One G-d, and not to descend below, into a

place of darkness.
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However, this is the level of ratzo (running [toward G-d]); but afterward there must be the level of
shov (returning), as it is written, “like the advantage of light out of darkness.” And His will, may He
be blessed, is specifically to have a dwelling place among the lower realms. Therefore the com-

mand “And you shall love” means the reverse: from above downward.
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As our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “That the Name of Heaven become beloved through you.”

This means: to draw down the revelation of the light of His G-dliness from above downward. And
this is the deed of Avraham, hospitality to guests: he gave the Arabs to eat,
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and afterward he said to them, “Know Whom you are blessing,” etc., so that there would be a reve-
lation of G-dliness below, so that even the Arabs would recognize His greatness, etc. All this is the
level of Avraham: drawing down from above downward.
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And Yitzchak would dig wells, which is the level of revelation from below upward, from conceal-
ment to revelation, as in the analogy of a well, where the water is there in concealment, and

through the digging the water is revealed, etc.
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Now, although Avraham too dug wells, it is written, “and the Philistines stopped them up,” etc., and
Yitzchak dug them [again] “and called them names (Mnw) like the names (N1Ww) that his father had
called them.” The first is written full and the second defective, because
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through Yitzchak’s digging their flowing was no longer interrupted, and the six emotive attributes
(middos), which are the level of the vav, are drawn forth and flow. Therefore it is “names” (M»w),

written full, with avav.
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But the “names” (nn?) of Avraham lack the vav, because the Philistines stopped them up, and the
external forces draw nourishment from them. Therefore, through Yitzchak’s digging it is “names”
(Mnw) with a vav. (And see what is explained along these lines on the verse “Six days you shall eat
matzos (Mxn),” etc., [written] full, with avav.) And of the Time to Come it is written,
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“For You are our father”: [meaning]| that the essence of laughter and joy will be from the level of

Yitzchak, which is from below upward, a level that has no end or limit, etc.
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Whereas (Avraham), at the level of from above downward, has a limit to [its] drawing down below.
Therefore it is written of Avraham twice, “Avraham, Avraham”: the first is the drawing down by
which the level of Chochmah and Binah of Atzilus comes into being, “and the G-d of our fathers,”

as [explained] above;
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and the second drawing down is into [the worlds of] Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah. Whereas Yitzchak

is the level of from below upward, a level without end or limit: “and all will exalt You, Selah.”
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And from this comes about the essence of laughter, for we have a tradition: “From Heaven they
give; they do not take [back],” etc. “Giving” is the level of the chain of descending worlds (hishtal-
shelus), from nothing to something, etc.
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But the divine service of man is the reverse: it is the nullification of the something into nothing.
And this is the level of Yitzchak: laughter and great delight, etc.
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Now, it is written of Avraham, “Take, please, your son,” etc., “whom you love, Yitzchak,” etc. For it
is known that it is natural to love the opposite,
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as it is written, “Cold water on a weary soul.” And likewise the reverse: one who is very cold wants

warm water.
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Therefore Avraham, whose attribute is drawing down from above downward, also loves the oppo-

site, the level of Yitzchak, from below upward. That is, the level of Yitzchak is “the Fear of

Yitzchak,” which is the level of awe and self-nullification (bittul).
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And therefore it is impossible for Avraham to draw down below the level of the Fear of Yitzchak
mentioned above, for created beings cannot receive such a level of self-nullification.
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For even above, [the Sages] said: “The Holy One, blessed be He, stretched out His little finger
among them and burned them,” through an intense revelation; all the more so below, among cre-

ated beings.
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Therefore it is written, “and he bound him upon the altar, above the wood (2°%¥)”: above the level of
the Tree of Life and the Tree of Knowledge. There the level of the Fear of Yitzchak mentioned above
could be revealed.
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However, of Yaakov it is written, “and the Fear of Yitzchak was with me.” For Yaakov was the choic-
est of the Patriarchs, the level of inclusion, “the bar that reaches from end [to end],” etc.
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Therefore he said, “the G-d of my father Avraham, and the Fear of Yitzchak was with me”: for he
had both levels, the level of Avraham, as [explained] above, and he could also draw the Fear of

Yitzchak down below as well.
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Now, of the Time to Come it is written, “For You (7nR) are our father.” The meaning is: for now (7ny)

it is impossible for the level of the Fear of Yitzchak to be at the level of “our father,” which is draw-
ing down below, as [explained] above.

PR 7D 02 79A0° IR 10 AR IRM™IVT M9 AR A%I2 IR0 Y92 10700 x> ayh] 7Y AR

11°2KX *°112 K7 [mow)] O aje}ab

But in the Time to Come, when “He will swallow up death forever,” and “I will remove the spirit of
impurity,” etc., then the level of the Fear of Yitzchak will be revealed below, so that it will be the lev-

el of “our father,”
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as it is written, “to go into the clefts of the rocks and into the crevices of the crags, from before the
fear of Havayah”: that the level of fear and self-nullification will be revealed below, “and all flesh

shall see.”
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And this is [the meaning of] “These are the generations of Yitzchak, son of Avraham; Avraham be-
got Yitzchak”: twice Avraham and twice Yitzchak. As is known from a physical analogy, the male
can emit seed without a female, which is not so of the female, etc.
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And although [the Sages]| said, “[If| the woman emits seed first,” etc., this too means that through

the arousal of the male the female can emit seed first, etc.
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And afterward too, the main part of the conception is from the drop of the male, from which comes

the white [matter], and it is this that refines the offspring, so that the waste goes out. And from the

refinement the offspring is formed, etc.
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So too above: that the level of Yitzchak should come into being, from below upward, which in truth
has no comparison to Him at all, comes about through “son of Avraham,” meaning, through the il-
lumination that comes from above downward, so that the level of Yitzchak should come into being

in each one: the raising of mayin nukvin (the feminine waters) from below upward.
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And this is [the meaning of] “the generations of Yitzchak” being “son of Avraham,” etc. And after-
ward, “Avraham begot Yitzchak”: meaning that the level of Yitzchak should be at the level of birth,
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for in truth there is no comparison [between] a creature and the Creator, and that the ascent be a
level of utter self-nullification to G-dliness is impossible except through Avraham (2772X), who is
the level of “ever Mah” (77”1 972X, the limb of Mah) — “through Chochmah they are refined” —
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which is what refines, to bring forth the level of Yitzchak, so that a level of revelation of G-dliness
may be grasped, and the waste goes out, through the drop of the male, from which the supernal
white issues, as [explained]| above: the level of Avraham, etc. And this suffices for one who

understands.
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