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An Explanation of the Subject of the Cherubim

The two cherubim are Z’eir Anpin and Nukva of Atzilus
contracted into the Mishkan: in Atzilus, where the Infinite Light
is enclothed even in the vessels, they are “large faces”; between

the poles of the Ark they are the Gemara’s “small faces.” After the
Destruction, when the cherubim were hidden, the pair were
drawn instead into the inner dimension of the worlds through the

halachos of the Tannaim.
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THE BIG IDEA

The two cherubim are Z’eir Anpin and Nukva of Atzilus contracted into the
Mishkan: in Atzilus, where the Infinite Light is enclothed even in the vessels, they
are “large faces”; between the poles of the Ark they are the Gemara’s “small faces.”
After the Destruction, when the cherubim were hidden, the pair were drawn in-

stead into the inner dimension of the worlds through the halachos of the Tannaim.

Each section: the Hebrew, then the translation, then a short explanation under a gold rule. Small numbers in the Hebrew are the
notes at the end.

THE MAAMAR IN BRIEF

When Nukva, the Community of Israel, stands face to face with Z’eir Anpin, equal in stature, receiving
the mochin of Abba and Imma as he does, with one Keser for both, the two are called brothers; this
came about at the Giving of the Torah. In Atzilus, where the Infinite Light is enclothed even in the ves-
sels, they are “the great man” and “large faces”; contracted through the Mishkan and the Temple into
the space between the poles of the Ark, they are the Gemara’s “small faces,” the cherubim. Because
Asiyah rises to Atzilus three times a day, the cherubim have wings spread upward. Z’eir Anpin is the
end point of the Infinite Light’s descent, and Nukva, “the lower Imma,” is the source of Beriah,
Yetzirah and Asiyah: these are the cherubim at the two “ends.” The kapores, of one piece with them, is
their shared Keser and encompasses the Tablets, Yesod of Abba; rising, the cherubim lift both to
Atzilus. After the Destruction the cherubim were hidden, and the pair were drawn only into the inner
dimension of the worlds, through the Tannaim’s halachos, the inner dimension of the Supernal Will
that the Written Torah did not reveal.

OUTLINE

1 Heading -2

The piece comes from the Alter Rebbe’s own handwriting and sets out to explain the cherubim.

2 Large faces and small faces 13

When Nukva stands face to face with Z’eir Anpin as an equal, receiving from Abba and Imma with one Keser
for both, they are called brothers, as at the Giving of the Torah. In Atzilus they are “the great man” and “large
faces”; contracted into the Mishkan and the Temple in Asiyah, they are the “small faces,” the cherubim.

3 The wings and the two ends 14

The cherubim have wings because Asiyah rises to Atzilus three times a day. One cherub is the end of the
Infinite Light in Z’eir Anpin; the other is Nukva, the source of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, in whom the
Infinite Light is enclothed through the mochin that only pass through Z’eir Anpin when she is his equal.
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4 The kapores, the Tablets and the hidden cherubim 15

The kapores is the Keser of both cherubim and encompasses the Tablets, Yesod of Abba; when the cherubim

rise, they lift both to Atzilus. After the Destruction the cherubim were hidden, and Z’eir Anpin and Nukva
were drawn only into the inner dimension of the worlds, through the Tannaim’s study of halachah, as “a

woman ofvalor is the crown of her husband.”

KEY CONCEPTS

the cherubim 1°2171>

The two winged figures made of one piece with the cover of
the Ark. The maamar identifies them with Z’eir Anpin and
Nukva of Atzilus as contracted into the Mishkan and the
Temple.

face to face 0°1920°19

The state in which Nukva is equal in stature to Z’eir Anpin,
receives the mochin of Abba and Imma as he does, and
shares one Keser with him. The two are then called
brothers.

large faces and small faces °7111 21X 2727 "RIX

The Gemara’s terms for the face of a man and the face of a
cherub, which is a child’s face. In Atzilus, Z’eir Anpin and
Nukva are “large faces”; contracted into Asiyah, they are
the “small faces,” the cherubim.
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the lower Imma IXNN XX

Nukva as the source, within Atzilus, of the worlds of
Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah. Through her the Infinite
Light, whose descent ends in Z’eir Anpin, illuminates the
lower worlds.

the kapores n7122

The cover of the Ark, of one piece with the cherubim. It is
the Keser of both cherubim and the encompassing level
over the Tablets, which are Yesod of Abba.

the halachos n15%n

The laws studied by the Tannaim, the inner dimension of
the Supernal Will, which was not revealed in the higher
Chochmah, the Written Torah. Through them Z’eir Anpin
and Nukva are drawn into the inner dimension of the
worlds after the Destruction.
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SECTION 1 - 11-2

Heading

Y71 9”I0IR 9790
[From] the holy handwriting of our master, teacher and Rebbe, whose soul is in Eden.

This heading marks what follows as taken from the Alter Rebbe’s own handwriting: the abbreviation stands
for “his holy handwriting,” and “whose soul is in Eden” reflects that the book was printed after his passing.
Kehot’s note on the next line reports that the manuscript copy, in a notebook of 5571 in the Tzemach
Tzedek’s hand, written while the Alter Rebbe was still living, is headed “The holy handwriting of the Rav, may
he live.”

0529997 119 7R3
An explanation of the subject of the cherubim.

This is the title of the piece. It explains the cherubim, the two winged figures made of one piece with the
cover of the Ark in the Mishkan, as Z’eir Anpin and Nukva of Atzilus.

SECTION 2 - 13

Large faces and small faces
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When Nukva (the feminine / Malchus), who is the Community of Israel (Knesses Yisrael), stands
face to face with Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes), with equality in their stature, and she also re-
ceives the intellect (mochin) of Abba and Imma (Chochmah and Binah), and [there is] one Keser
(the Crown) for both of them,
In Kabbalah, Z’eir Anpin is the configuration of the six emotive Sefiros, and Nukva is Malchus, its feminine
counterpart; the Community of Israel, the Jewish people as a whole in its root above, is Nukva. This part de-

scribes their highest state: face to face and of equal stature, with Nukva receiving the intellect (mochin) of
Abba and Imma (Chochmah and Binah) just as Z’eir Anpin does, and one Keser (crown) above them both.
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then they are called brothers. And this was through the receiving of the Torah (which issues from
Chochmah and Binah) face to face. Now, in the World of Atzilus (Emanation) they are called “the
great man” (Adam HaGadol) and “large faces” (anpei ravrevei), since the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof)
is enclothed in the vessels as well; and for this reason “He and His vessels are one” (ihu vegarmohi
chad).
Because both now draw from the same source, Abba and Imma, they are called brothers: equals rather than
a greater and a lesser. This state came about at the Giving of the Torah, which issues from Chochmah and

Binah and was received face to face. In Atzilus, where the Infinite Light is enclothed even in the vessels so

that “He and His vessels are one,” the pair are called “the great man” and “large faces.”
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And through the Mishkan and the Holy Temple (Beis HaMikdash), in which He contracted His
Shechinah (Divine Presence) between the poles of the Ark, in the World of Asiyah (Action), Z’eir
Anpin and Nukva are then called “small faces” (anpei zutrei) in the Gemara; and they are the very
cherubim.
Through the Mishkan and the Holy Temple, G-d contracted His Presence into the space between the poles of
the Ark, here in the World of Asiyah. In that contracted state Z’eir Anpin and Nukva are the “small faces” of
the Gemara, which says that a cherub has the face of a child and explains the difference between the face of a

cherub and the face of a man as “large faces and small faces.” These small faces, the Alter Rebbe says, are
the cherubim.

SECTION 3 - 14

The wings and the two ends
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And since the World of Asiyah (Action) rises to the World of Atzilus (Emanation) three times every

day, therefore the cherubim have wings spread upward, to fly to Atzilus.

The World of Asiyah rises into Atzilus three times every day; Kabbalah connects these ascents with the three
daily prayers. The cherubim, Z’eir Anpin and Nukva enclothed in Asiyah, must rise with it, and that is why

they were made with wings spread upward: to fly up to Atzilus.
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Now it is known that Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes) is the utmost end of the descent of the
Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) from above to below, in order afterwards to illuminate Beriah, Yetzirah
and Asiyah through Nukva (the feminine / Malchus), who is “the lower Imma” (Imma tata’ah),
which is the source of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah that is in Atzilus.
This is a known principle: the Infinite Light descends through the levels of Atzilus and reaches its furthest
point in Z’eir Anpin. From there it is meant to illuminate the lower worlds of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, but

only through Nukva, called “the lower Imma” (the lower mother) because she is the source, within Atzilus,
from which those worlds come forth.
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Therefore it is written, “One cherub at the end on this side”: this is the end of the Infinite Light that
is in Z’eir Anpin; “and one cherub at the end on that side”: this is the source of Beriah, Yetzirah
and Asiyah, and their root, that is in Atzilus, in which the Infinite Light is also enclothed

The Alter Rebbe reads the verse’s word “end” (katzeh) as the end of the Infinite Light’s descent. One cherub

is that “end”: Z’eir Anpin, where the descent reaches its limit. The other is Nukva, the source and root of the
lower worlds within Atzilus, and in her too the Infinite Light is enclothed, as the next part explains.
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through the intellect (mochin) of Abba and Imma (Chochmah and Binah), which are given into the
head of Nukva through Z’eir Anpin, her husband, only by way of passage and not by way of actual
enclothement, as it is at a time when she is not equal in her stature with him but [stands]| only from
the chest downward, as is known.
The Infinite Light reaches Nukva through the intellect (mochin) of Abba and Imma that is placed in her
“head.” When she stands equal with Z’eir Anpin, her husband, these mochin only pass through him on their

way to her, without being enclothed in him; this is unlike the time when she is smaller and stands only from
his chest downward, when they reach her by being actually enclothed in him.
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SECTION 4 - 15

The kapores, the Tablets and the hidden cherubim
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And the cherubim are made as one hammered piece from the kapores (the Ark cover), which is the
level of Keser (the Crown) for both of them, and also the level of what encompasses (makif) the
Tablets that are in the Ark, which are the level of Yesod (foundation) of Abba, which were enclothed
in the World of Asiyah (Action) at the time of the Mishkan and the Temple; and at the time of the
cherubim’s ascent, they raise the kapores and the Tablets to the World of Atzilus (Emanation) as
well;

The cherubim were hammered out of one piece with the kapores, the cover of the Ark. The kapores is the one

Keser (crown) of the two cherubim, Z’eir Anpin and Nukva, and also an encompassing level over the Tablets

inside the Ark; the Tablets are Yesod of Abba, the channel of Chochmah, and were enclothed in Asiyah while

the Mishkan and the Temple stood. When the cherubim ascend to Atzilus, they carry the kapores and the
Tablets up with them.
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therefore it is written, “sheltering with their wings over the kapores”: that is, the kapores rises with
them. And after the Destruction, Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes) and Nukva (the feminine /
Malchus) of Atzilus withdrew to their place and did not again become enclothed in physical Asiyah,
even in the Second Temple, for the cherubim were hidden away.
This is why the verse says the cherubim are “sheltering with their wings over the kapores”: as they fly up, the
kapores rises with them. After the destruction of the First Temple, Z’eir Anpin and Nukva of Atzilus withdrew

to their own place and were never again enclothed in physical Asiyah, not even in the Second Temple, for the
cherubim had been hidden away.
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Rather, [they were enclothed] only in the level of the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of the worlds,

through the Torah study of the Tannaim in the days of the Second Temple and after it, in the laws

(halachos), which are the inner dimension of the Supernal Will that was not revealed in the higher
Chochmah (Chochmah Ila’ah), which is the Written Torah. And [this is] as is known from what is

written, “A woman of valor is the crown of her husband.”

Instead they were drawn only into the inner dimension of the worlds, through the Torah study of the
Tannaim, the Sages of the Mishnah, during and after the Second Temple era, in the halachos (laws). These
laws are the inner dimension of G-d’s Supernal Will, which was not revealed in the higher Chochmah, the
Written Torah. The closing verse, cited “as is known,” is read in this light: the Oral Torah’s halachos are the

“woman of valor” who is a crown to her “husband,” the Written Torah.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1.

Why are Z’eir Anpin and Nukva called “brothers” only when they stand face to face, and to what event does

the maamar connect this state?

What is the difference between the “large faces” of Atzilus and the “small faces” of the cherubim, and what
brings about the change from one to the other?

How does the maamar read the word “end” in “one cherub at the end on this side,” and what does each of

the two cherubim represent?

How do the mochin of Abba and Imma reach Nukva when she is equal with Z’eir Anpin, and how is this dif-
ferent when she stands only from his chest downward?

. Once the cherubim were hidden, where were Z’eir Anpin and Nukva drawn, and what do the halachos re-

veal that the Written Torah did not?
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SOURCES AND REFERENCES

Notes

PARAGRAPH 2

1 0°27757 PPAY? IN2

The note first refers the reader to the Rebbe’s own source
notes on this maamar, printed earlier in the Kehot edition
of Torah Ohr.
KEHOT'S NOTE
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PARAGRAPH 3

2 9”012 K°1 "P1Inwa

The note refers the reader there for the opening point of
this paragraph, Nukva as the Community of Israel stand-
ing face to face with Z’eir Anpin.
KEHOT'S NOTE
J12°% 27190 2pY° °N°Y 177 .00 °Y 2 770 RAPY N7MIR AR

3 TN nRap Y

The note says this passage is quoted in Or HaTorah on
Chanukah.
KEHOT'S NOTE
MYIAW2 R¥NI” 70 M7 °Y K2 °D2) K VW 19110 N7IIND K2
nTPY 27N 372 D’53|773 DRIW Mnwaw Y SMINR N2 X0 nna
U7y M 0vevR

4 T OMIRAAY L L O8N 1AM

The Tzemach Tzedek’s explanations of the Zohar; the note
refers the reader there on Z’eir Anpin and Nukva in
Atzilus, called “the great man” and “large faces” because
the Infinite Light is enclothed even in the vessels, so that
“He and His vessels are one.”
KEHOT'S NOTE
L2799 9907 3787 97INIR P”D‘? IR R9

PARAGRAPH 4

5 PRRD DY MRynd oD

The Tzemach Tzedek refers there to this passage: “We
have thus learned that through wings they can fly to
Atzilus.”
KEHOT'S NOTE
ADIYR 1901 %01 YW 1ITAD TN Y ¥R X L,2n NUWRIA NTTING
.MPERY

6 O”NRIN NT°° N°75n NI RV

The note refers the reader there on Z’eir Anpin as the end
point of the Infinite Light’s descent from above to below.
KEHOT'S NOTE
.PYAN DY9Wwa 77D U7 LAYY 0 27yn 1TPAW AYW qwnn IR9
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The note refers the reader there on the illumination of
Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah through Nukva, and says the
passage there is taken from Likkutei Torah L’'Gimmel
Parshiyos.

Genesis 29:1°X:1”D N"wX12
:07R™33 T3IX 7771 Y23 39y K™
Then Jacob went on his journey, and came to the land of the

children of the east.

Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
KEHOT’'S NOTE
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The note says this passage, from “Now it is known” to “at
the end on this side,” appears there as a fragment.
KEHOT'S NOTE
DPWRI2 .2wWN °Y 2 770 wrAw NN LGP0 Y RPN 70PN 1702 yup
— 913% TR 221 7177 LR Y TN LK LRINN T T9 .X L2300 3 770
.19 AN

N”12W O”NIN 7¥P K17 712 A%Pn TAK 2192

Likkutei Torah on Vayikra cites this explanation of “one
cherub at the end on this side” as the end of the Infinite
Light in Z’eir Anpin, and adds that it is as the Ramaz
wrote: the level of Atik is the end of the world of the
Infinite; there it is the inner dimension of Z’eir Anpin, the
level of Atik within it.

Numbers 9:1°X:"0 712712

D7I%R YINR DORS? MWD MIW2 °P0TIITRI AYRTUX M 2T
AR 1R UTN2

And the L-RD spoke unto Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in

the first month of the second year after they were come out

of the land of Egypt, saying:

Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
KEHOT'S NOTE

RIT PNY PHAw Y1775 OW AT WA 1M 12,3 KIPM NMpYa RN
2,07 .2, WY LK LD 127 LT ,5 0wt nMpha L07RA 0PIy 710
JIRSR 10180 — 139y 290 W

PINIW QWY YO2 7IPR KIT

That maamar explains what is meant here: “the second
cherub is that through it there will be the ascent of Beriah,
Yetzirah and Asiyah into Atzilus, which is through the
souls, and it is from the level of the Community of Israel,
the inner dimension of Malchus.”
KEHOT'S NOTE
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The note says it is explained there that the Infinite Light is
enclothed in the source and root of the lower worlds as
well.
KEHOT'S NOTE
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There the Tzemach Tzedek writes that from the chest of
Z’eir Anpin downward is called “time.”
KEHOT'S NOTE
AV YUR C23 MIZAN YLl NPwRI2 D PUIRN n”wpb: il
R”1T MAAR %3 72 °Y Ny DR M 0772 myaws 0wt N7
WY 1At pa R

PARAGRAPH 5

13 mPIw® AN5 N2 . . NAR AWPR DOWYI 0O

The Tzemach Tzedek writes there that the cherubim are
Z’eir Anpin and Nukva and the kapores is from the level of
Binah, and leaves a question for further study: in the
Gemara (Bava Basra 99a), the cherubim that Moshe made
in the Mishkan stand with their feet on the kapores; if so,
how is the kapores a Keser for them, which is a crown and
a head?
KEHOT'S NOTE
,i11°2 o121 NBR3M 1”3 On 0°0nw 5993 2R Y RN NPIINA
0°TMIY O 1OWN2 Iwn Awyw 0°21700W K7y 1”87 2727 170 RN Y78
579y L wRTY TI0Y RITY 0P 90D NMET PR 97K ,N11931 Py o1t
0%y 37390 ApY° UM 17T AT LT Y BN N T AR

14 oy 1Py . . neY

The note says Or HaTorah explains there how, when the
cherubim ascend, the kapores rises with them.
KEHOT’'S NOTE
7Y IR VAR Y 11N N7AIRD

15 mhya nawy von YR

“A woman of valor is the crown of her husband.” The maa-

3

mar closes with it, “as is known,” after calling the hala-
chos the inner dimension of the Supernal Will that the
Written Torah did not reveal; read in this light, the Oral
Torah is the woman of valor who is a crown to her hus-

band, the Written Torah.
Proverbs 12:4°7:37 *5wn
P2 PRI 22721 MPY2 MY P07 NYR
A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband; But she that

doeth shamefully is as rottenness in his bones.
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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