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An explanation of the above.
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Now, it is written, “And your people are all righteous (tzaddikim).” Now, Yosef is called the higher
tzaddik (tzaddik elyon), and Binyamin is called the lower tzaddik (tzaddik tachton). And there are

souls that are of the level of Yosef, and there are [souls] of the level of Binyamin.
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Therefore it is said, “And your people are all righteous.” And the meaning of ‘the higher tzaddik’ is
the one who binds Atzilus (Emanation) with Beriah (Creation): “for all in heaven and on earth,”
‘which holds fast to heaven and earth.’
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For Yaakov is called “the middle bar, which runs through from end to end,” meaning, that the
drawing-down should extend from the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) to the source of Beriah, Yetzirah
and Asiyah, which is the level of the supernal speech; for this drawing-down comes through

Yaakov, who is the supernal emotive attributes (middos) as awhole.
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Just as, by way of analogy, it is through the emotive attributes (middos) that the bestowal is drawn
forth: when one has love, he speaks, etc. But “these are the generations of Yaakov” is the level of
Yosef, which is the level of Yesod (foundation), the bond of the giver with the recipient; and this is
the level of the higher tzaddik.
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But in order for the recipient to take in the bestowal, he too must be at the level of bonding, which
in the service of G-d is the level of self-sacrifice (mesirus nefesh). And this is the level of Binyamin,

the lower tzaddik, who binds Beriah (Creation) with Atzilus (Emanation), from below upward.
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Therefore it is said at the birth of Binyamin, “and she had hard labor in giving birth.” For
Binyamin is the inclusion and the self-nullification (bittul) of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah into

Atzilus, which is the opposite of the matter of birth and revelation from above downward.
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Now, in the practical mitzvos there are also these two levels: there are mitzvos that are the level of
drawing the light from above downward,
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such as shofar, lulav, sukkah, tzitzis and tefillin; and there are those that are the level of elevations,
such as the sacrifices and the first of the shearing, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] what is written, “and great shall be the peace of your children.” Peace

is the level of the bonding and joining of giver and recipient. And there are two levels of peace:

from above downward, through Yosef, and from below upward, through Binyamin.
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But the level that comes through Yosef is called “and great shall be the peace,” etc. And this is also
the matter of “one cherub at the end on this side”: it is the level of Yosef, who draws from above
downward, from the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) to the level of speech, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] what is written of Yosef, “and he was a lad,” etc., for he is the level of
the cherub (keruv), ‘like a child’ (ke-ravya). (And this is what is said in the Zohar, Parshas

Vayeshev, on folio 184): “Would that you were as a brother to me,” etc.,

ToYNR by Papni MR RITY 191712 202 KT T AEPR R 217991 .10 0K DY R0

‘like Yosef toward his brothers,” etc. “And one cherub at the end on that side” is the level of

Binyamin, which is the bonding of the recipient from below upward.
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And “their faces, each toward his brother” is the joining of the two, etc. But since the Holy Temple
(Beis HaMikdash) was destroyed, the Community of Israel (Knesses Yisrael) pleads, “Would that you

were as a brother to me.”
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That is, through “nursing at my mother’s breasts,” occupation with the Oral Torah, etc., as men-
tioned above. But this is through the souls whose root is of the level of Yosef, the higher tzaddik,

etc., who are called ‘brothers’ to the Omnipresent.
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Now, this drawing-down is chiefly in the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of the worlds, since the draw-
ing-down comes chiefly through thought and speech in occupation with the Torah. But for the
drawing-down to be in the outer dimension (chitzoniyus) of the worlds as well, of this it is said, “I
would find you outside.”
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And this is through souls of the level of Binyamin, most of whose occupation is specifically in deed,
in charity and acts of kindness (gemilus chassadim), through which [the light] is drawn down also

into this lowly world. (See Iggeres HaKodesh, the section beginning “And David made a name.”)
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Now, the meaning of “I would kiss you” is kisses, ‘the cleaving of spirit to spirit.” The explanation:
just as, by way of analogy, the physical kisses of a person come and are drawn forth from the in-
wardness of the love that is in the heart, which is not invested in any vessel, etc.
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(for the letters of speech, which are the level of vessels for the emotive attributes (middos), cannot

contain this great love; therefore it is not invested in speech, only in the level of kisses),
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so too is the matter of this drawing-down: through the fulfillment of the practical mitzvos by souls
of the level of Binyamin, they draw down from the level of Akudim, which is above the level of in-
vestment in vessels. For only in Atzilus (Emanation) does the level of vessels apply, except that

[there] “He and His vessels (ihu vegarmohi) are one,” etc.; which is not so in the level of Akudim.
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That is because [this comes] through the elevations of Binyamin, from the refinements (beirurim)

of the World of Tohu, where the lights too were above investment in vessels, except that there, there

was the shattering of the vessels (sheviras hakeilim).
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This is not so in the World of Akudim, etc. And through the refinements mentioned above they draw
down from the level of Akudim. And this is the level of kisses, which is the level that is above

speech, etc.
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(And see what is written regarding the Splitting of the Sea of Reeds, on the matter of “and you shall
be silent,” etc., that speech has its root in Chochmah (wisdom), etc.; see there, in Parshas
Beshalach, in the discourse beginning “And G-d went before them,” etc.; and from there what is

written [here| will be understood better.)
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And this is [the meaning of] what is written, “I would lead you, I would bring you into my mother’s
house.” For here the drawing-down is higher than the level of Imma Ila’ah (the supernal Mother);

only afterwards is it invested in Imma.
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Whereas above it said, “nursing at my mother’s breasts.” And here it also says, “you would teach
me,” for they become only the level of a recipient from this drawing-down, and not the level of “as
a brother to me.”
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For from so lofty a level it is impossible to be anything but a recipient alone, as in the matter of

“and My words which I have put in your mouth,” etc.
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And the matter of “the spiced wine” is along the lines of what is mentioned in the Gemara, ‘thirteen

rivers of pure balsam,’ which alludes to the light of the drawing-down from the thirteen tikkunim

of the beard (tikkunei dikna), which issue from Mocha Stima’ah (the hidden brain). Although plain

oil is the level of Chochmah (wisdom),
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yet balsam oil, which has a pleasant fragrance, which is the level of the encompassing (makif), al-

ludes to the level of the drawings-down from the level of Chochmah within Keser (the Crown),

which is above the level of vessels.
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(And see what is written in Parshas Nasso, in the discourse beginning “This was the dedication of
the altar on the day it was anointed.”) And in the same way also with regard to the level of wine:

plain wine is the level of Binah (understanding),
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but the spiced wine, which has fragrance, is the level of the revelation of the delight (taanug) in
Binah from the level of Atika (the Ancient One), etc. And this is drawn down through the subjuga-
tion (iskafya) involved in the setting of fixed times for Torah by those occupied in business, as ex-

plained above.
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