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An additional explanation.
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And the explanation of the matter: for the seed, although it has no taste or fragrance, nevertheless

actually contains the entire form and power of the fruit; only, it is in utmost condensation and in

the aspect of concealment, as though it were mere wood.
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And so too, in the same way, the father’s drop actually contains the general structure of all the 248

limbs, as our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “The father sows the white, from which [come] the

bones and sinews,” etc.; and as is also known from the books of natural science. Only, it has de-

scended very far into physicality, by a leap in rank, like the seed relative to the rank of the fruit.
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But through the sowing of the seed in the earth and the absorption of its power into the power of
growth —and this is the work of the power of growth in the earth: to bring out to light the power of
the fruit that is contained in the seed, from concealment into revelation, so that there comes to be
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from it a fruit with taste and fragrance and a beautiful appearance, [all] of which, when it was in the

seed, was in immense concealment, so much so that no taste or fragrance at all could be discerned

or sensed, only mere wood.

RiT 9980 721 MW 1’&’? 1121971 1292 NADINA TRN 1277 N17°0 K 1°Y7a1 7o°X°w DR Ty an
YT PRI NN

And moreover, from one seed it makes very many fruits grow, with an added blessing, abundant

beyond measure, compared with the one fruit from which the seed was taken.
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But nevertheless it is understood that the essence of the taste, fragrance and appearance of the

fruits that grow was taken from the seed that was sown, for they were truly contained in it.
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And without it there would have been no growth at all of these fine fruits; rather, it is from it specifi-
cally that they grew and came. It is only that, because while these aspects were in the seed
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they had become physical and had descended and were like mere wood, and were it not for the
power of growth in the earth, no growth at all would have come from them, and the power would

have remained in concealment and would not have come out into revelation at all.
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And that it came out from concealment into revelation is through the power of growth; and also,
through it, the revelation is drawn forth with an added, abundant blessing, greater even than the

fruit from which the seed was taken, as explained above.
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And it is exactly the same in the analogy of the child’s coming into being from the drop through the
woman. Although the main essence of the child is contained in the drop, nevertheless, since it has
already descended, by a leap in rank, from the level of the essence of a human being to the essence

of a physical drop,
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therefore, had it not been absorbed in the belly of the female, nothing at all would have come into

being from it, and it would have remained a physical drop.
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Only, through its being absorbed in the womb of the female, this growth and development takes

place, so that it becomes a child with 248 limbs, etc.; for it is specifically in her that this power

exists.
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And nevertheless, the essence and root of the child are drawn from the drop. And therefore we see
that the woman bears a child who is greater in stature than she, for she bears a male, while she her-

self is from the world of Nukva (the feminine).
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And what this analogy illustrates is that the Torah and the mitzvos are called by the name “sowing”:
“He sows righteous deeds,” etc. And as is written elsewhere on the verse “Six years you shall sow
your field”: that these are the six orders of the Mishnah, etc.
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For at first glance it is not understood how, through practical mitzvos, a revelation of the Infinite
Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, which has no end or limit, will be drawn down in the Time to
Come.
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But the explanation is that the root of the mitzvos is very high: they are the level of the 620 pillars

of light that are drawn from the Supernal Keser (the Crown), the very level of the light that encom-

passes all worlds (sovev kol almin). Only, they have descended and become enclothed in physicali-

ty: tzitzis in wool, tefillin in parchment. And this is
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like the seed: although it holds the power and form of the fruit, yet it is in hiddenness and conceal-

ment, to the point that it is not discernible at all, but is like mere wood.
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And through the souls of Israel, [each] one who fulfills the mitzvah, wraps himself in tzitzis and
puts on tefillin — they are the level of “a land of desire,” which makes the revelation of the fruit
grow from the seed, with taste and appearance and fragrance; that is, that there will be an actual

revelation of the 620 pillars of light, etc.
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And therefore the Congregation of Israel (Knesses Yisrael) is called “a woman who fears [G-d],”
etc.: just as in a woman there is the power to make grow, and for the coming into being of the child

from the drop to take place in her and through her, as explained above.
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That is, because she is the level of the fear of G-d, for in them there is the level of self-nullification

(bittul), to turn something (yesh) into nothing (ayin), and bitterness into sweetness; and this is the
level of “a land of desire,”
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namely, the level of Malchus (sovereignty) of the World of Atzilus (Emanation), whose root is from
the level of the Malchus of the Infinite One (Ein Sof), which is the Malchus of Adam Kadmon (Pri-

mordial Man); and therefore she has the power to make grow, etc., which is the level of Ein Sof.
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And therefore they are “the first of its harvest” and “masters of the Torah”: for the Torah and the
mitzvos, as they have descended below, are the level of a seed, etc. But after the fruit grows, and
“they will fill the face of the world with produce,” this is the level of a light that is above the souls of

Israel,
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namely, the level of Yesod (foundation) of Adam Kadmon (Primordial Man), which is far, far above
the level of Malchus (sovereignty) of Adam Kadmon, etc.; for the root of the mitzvos is from the lev-
el of Yesod of Adam Kadmon.
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And this is as in the analogy of the woman who bears a male, who is above her, as explained above.
And as for the matter of the two levels of makifim (encompassing lights), the explanation is that
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the makif, too, gives life, and it is called “encompassing light” (Or Makif); and this is the level of the

near makif. As in “But a great trembling fell upon them,” because “their mazal saw.”
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Thus a stirring reached them in their inner dimension (pnimiyus) because of the encompassing
light, which is the level of “their mazal,” etc. And there is yet another level: a makif that is utterly
separate from the bounds of the worlds, and does not shine in them at all because of the greatness
of its light.
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And this is [the point]: the drawing down of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin)

now, through the mitzvos, is the level of the near makif mentioned above; whereas the separate
makif, etc.,
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does not shine now, but only in the Time to Come, when “and the heavens will be rolled up like a
scroll” will be fulfilled: that the near makif will be drawn down to be truly revealed, in the manner

of an inner light; and then that great, separate makif, and so on, will be drawn down
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to shine and give life as well. And through this there will be the Resurrection of the Dead. And see
what is written on the verse “A great shofar will be sounded,” etc., that [the matter of] these two lev-

els of makifim is
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that the Supernal Will is the level of Keser (the Crown) and of the light that encompasses all worlds,
and it is the near makif; and there is yet another level, called “the Will of all wills” (Ra’ava deChol
Ra’avin), which is far, far above the level of will, etc. And this is [the meaning of] “Praise Him ac-
cording to His abundant greatness”: that there is a level of no end within the level of His greatness,

etc. See there.
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