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An explanation of the above.
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To understand the root of these matters: now, “three bonds are bound together: Israel to the

Torah,” etc., which means that the rank of the Torah is above Israel. Yet the Torah is called by the

name of the level of a bride,
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as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Do not read morashah (‘inheritance’) but me’orasah (‘be-
trothed’),” etc. And one who occupies himself with Torah is called a baal Torah, a “master of the
Torah” (marei de’oraisa), etc. And it is written, “Israel is holy to G-d, the first of His produce,” etc.,
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for the Torah is called by the name of the level of bread, as it is written, “Come, eat of my bread,”
and it is also called by the name of wine, the produce of the vineyard, and it is called oil, “for the

olive, too, is called produce,” etc.
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And the explanation is: our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “From Heaven they give; they do not
take [back],” and “the latter miracle is greater,” etc.
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For the first miracle, that he was given gold from Heaven, is not so great, since this is the order of
the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus): to come down below, until it descends from spiritu-

ality to physicality,
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for “there is no blade of grass that has no mazal,” and the mazal is spiritual, and it is drawn from
nothing to something. The latter miracle, however, to be raised up from something to nothing, is

most wondrous, against the gradation of the hishtalshelus.
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And this level exists only in Israel specifically, as it is written, “For you shall be for Me a land of de-

sire.” That is: the desire and will Above is that there be self-nullification (bittul) of the something
into nothing, and it is this desire that “you shall be for Me,” etc.
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For the Community of Israel (Knesses Yisrael), the source of the souls of Israel, is called by the
name “land” (eretz), for it has the power of growth, to make every fruit grow according to its kind,
through “that whose seed is in it, upon the earth.”
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Now, in the seed there is no taste or sweetness; rather, it is like mere wood. And in the power of
growth, too, there is no image of the fruit,
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for every fruit grows from it according to the seed that is sown: wheat, barley and vine. If so, it
must be that there is no aspect of wheat in it, for if there were, there would be no need to sow.
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Rather, through the union of the seed, which holds the image of the fruit in concealment, with the
earth, through this the power of growth enclothes itself in it, to make [fruit] grow resembling the

seed.
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And so it is with the mitzvos, which came down through the chain of descending worlds (hishtal-
shelus) and descended below until they became like the seed that has no taste, such as tzitzis of

wool and tefillin of parchment, etc.
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Yet nevertheless, the supernal delight is in them, and through Israel, who do and fulfill the mitzvos,

the supernal delight sprouts and grows, to be revealed.
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This is because Israel are on the level of land (eretz), the level of Malchus (sovereignty), into which
all the ten Sefiros are drawn, which is the level of self-nullification (bittul), the level of iskafya and

is’hapcha (subduing and transforming), etc.
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And iskafya does not refer to outright evil, for “one who says, ‘I will sin...,”” etc., “is not given the
opportunity [to repent],” etc. Rather, [it refers] to “what is permitted to you,” etc., which is the level
of the nullification of the something into nothing, which is higher than the level of something from

nothing.
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And this is the root and source of the souls of Israel. Therefore, through the absorption (kelitah) of
the seed of Torah and mitzvos in the souls of Israel, which possess the power of growth, the level of
“their end is wedged in their beginning,” the Malchus of the Infinite One (Ein Sof), the supernal de-
light in the mitzvos sprouts and is disclosed, to be revealed.
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Therefore the Community of Israel is called by the name “a woman who fears G-d,” for the level of

self-nullification (bittul) is the level of awe, and of the dread of G-d before his eyes.
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Now, the main formation and coming-into-being of the child is from the drop of the father, [who]
“sows the white, from which [come] the bones and sinews,” etc.
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But through its stay in its mother’s womb, [where] “it eats from what its mother eats,” etc., it
emerges from concealment into revelation in all its limbs: what was at first concealed in the fa-

ther’s drop.
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So too is the matter of the mitzvos: their root Above is the supernal will, and they descended below
through the many [stages of| the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus), to be in the state of a
seed: the 620 pillars of light,
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like the pillar that connects above and below. And through the absorption, by which they were ab-
sorbed in Israel, who possess the power of growth, the revelation of the mitzvos as they are Above

sprouts forth.
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And this is [the meaning of] “A woman who fears [G-d], she shall be praised”: an expression of
“when His lamp shone,” etc., [as in] “Praise Yah.” For the reason for reciting the Pesukei deZimrah

(the Verses of Song) before the Shema
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is that the Shema [with its] “You shall love” comes from contemplation in the Pesukei deZimrah,
which is a recounting of the praises of the Omnipresent: “Who forms ministering [angels], and
Whose ministers,” etc. And one must illuminate and make shine the contemplation, the level of
Yud-Hei, from Above.
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And this is [the meaning of] “Praise Yah,” and the ten [times]| halleluyah: to make shine from high-
er and higher, up to the loftiest heights. And so it is with Israel, who are called “a woman who fears
G-d,” who must be made to shine and be illuminated from Above, so that there will be in them the

level of absorption.
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And so too with the Torah: “Fortunate is he who comes here with his learning in his hand” is also
along these lines, for the Torah, too, descended from above to below to be in the state of a seed,
and in order for there to be the level of absorption, his learning must be in his hand specifically, as

explained above.
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Now, it is written, “Light is sown for the righteous”: the light of Torah and mitzvos is now in the
state of sowing, and in the Time to Come it will be in the state of revelation, in the state of fruit,
“and they will fill the face of the world with produce,” etc.
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For the resurrection of the dead that will take place in the Time to Come will come through the rev-
elation of the level of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), and before Him
“darkness is like light,” etc.
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But even now there is the level of sovev kol almin. If so, what is this addition and elevation that
there will be in the Time to Come? The explanation is that the light that fills all worlds (memalei kol
almin) and sovev kol almin are the levels of makifim (encompassing [lights]) and pnimiyim (inner
[lights]).
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Now, there are two levels of makifim (encompassing [lights]). The first is that which relates to the
inner and shines into it, so that this radiance gives it life. And the second
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is the general makif, which encompasses in one equal way and does not shine into the inner at all.
As our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Upon every group of ten the Shechinah (Divine Presence)

rests,” in the manner of a makif, etc.
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Now, there is one who is stirred when he prays with ten, or when he sees his fellow praying with de-
votion: he too is stirred to pray more than his usual. For his fellow’s devotion in his prayer is, for
him, on the level of a makif (encompassing [light]), and it does not enter into him in an inner way;

nevertheless he is stirred. This is the level of a makif that shines into the inner.
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And there is one who is not stirred at all; that is, it does not shine into his inner being, and it re-
mains the level of the general makif (encompassing [light]), which does not shine [within] at all.
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So can the matter be understood regarding the level of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev
kol almin): now it is the level of a makif, a sovev that relates to the inner: sovev kol almin, “encom-
passing all worlds,” precisely. But concerning the Time to Come it is written, “And the heavens

shall be rolled up like a scroll.”
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And it is also said, “As the new heavens and the new earth,” etc.: that the heavens, the level of the
makifim (encompassing [lights]) of the present, will be rolled up like a scroll, to be enclothed in the
level of the inner, and makifim and new heavens will be revealed. And then,
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through that great light, even the dead, the dwellers in the dust, will live, because before Him dark-
ness is like light; as in the analogy of light and flame: the greater one shines the farthest.
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And that revelation of the Time to Come comes through the mitzvos, which will produce fruit
Above. It is like the analogy of the child: although its growth is from the woman,
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as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “It eats from what its mother eats,” etc., nevertheless it is
possible for the child to be greater in stature than the woman, for a male child is on the level of a
giver (mashpia), and his mother on the level of a receiver (mekabel), the level of Nukva (the femi-

nine / Malchus), etc.
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And this is [why] the mitzvos are called garments and [also] the level of fruits: the mitzvos now are
in the state of a seed, and they are the level of garments that conceal, until it seems as though they

have no taste at all: tzitzis of wool, etc.
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But the revelation of the mitzvos as they will be in the Time to Come will be in the state of fruit, a
revelation of taste and delight, as Rashi explains on the verse “Let him kiss me with the kisses of

his mouth,” that in the Time to Come the reasons (ta’amim) of the Torah will be revealed to us.
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And this is [the meaning of] “To every purpose I have seen an end; Your commandment is exceed-

ingly broad.” The meaning is: “to every purpose” refers to the level of the comprehension of souls

and angels of the Worlds of Beriah (Creation), Yetzirah (Formation) and Asiyah (Action); there is an

end and limit to their comprehension, because they are in the category of created and finite

beings.
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But “Your commandment,” as [the mitzvos] are Above, “is exceedingly broad”: “broad” means the
level of a wide receptacle, to receive within it the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) without limit.
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Therefore it says “broad” and does not say “long,” as is said of the Torah, “Its measure is longer
than the earth.” That is because there it speaks of the drawings-down and descents of the Torah
through the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus), lower and lower,
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which is the level of length, extending step by step and descending lower and lower, lengthwise.
Here, however, it speaks of the mitzvos as they are Above, and it says “Your commandment” specif-

ically [is] “broad,” etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “Israel is holy to G-d, the first of His produce”: that is, from the per-
spective of the Torah’s enclothement below in the state of a seed, the rank of Israel is above the
Torah,
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for in Israel there is the power of growth, and they are called “the first of His produce,” for they are

the beginning from which the produce sprouts and grows, to come into the revelation of its taste

and into abundant increase, etc.
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But from the perspective of the Torah and mitzvos as they are Above, the Torah is far higher than

the rank of Israel, for “Israel are bound to the Torah,” etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “[In days] to come, Yaakov will take root; Yisrael will bud and
blossom”: the taking root and the growing are on the level of Yaakov, yud-akev (‘yud’ [and] ‘heel’),
the middle bar, etc.
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And through this, “Yisrael will bud and blossom”: Yisrael, li rosh (‘a head for Me’), etc. For it is
written, “The voice is the voice of Yaakov”: the voice connects, and brings the spiritual to become
physical.
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For our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “The eye and the heart are the two agents of sin,” for “the
eye sees and the heart desires,” etc. This is because in the eye there are sinews and veins of the
brain, and through this one is affected in his brain, and from there it descends, also through

sinews and veins, to the heart; and the heart’s desire is still spiritual.
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Afterward, from the breath of the heart, it descends through the tube of the heart to the windpipe of

the lungs and to the lungs, and from there the breath divides and goes out through the five places

of articulation of the mouth, to be revealed in physical speech.
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It turns out that the voice connects the physical with the spiritual. Moreover, in the voice itself there
are three aspects: fire and water, which are two opposites, and the aspect of air (ruach), which joins

them.
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And this is [the meaning of|] “The prayers were instituted by the Patriarchs,” etc., and Yaakov com-

prises both of them, etc. It is like the analogy of a teacher imparting to his student: when he im-

parts the concept
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as it is with him, the student will not understand at all; and likewise if he refrains from imparting.

Therefore there must be an intermediate level that comprises both.
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And this is [the meaning of] “You will give truth to Yaakov,” and “there is no truth but Torah”: for
the Torah, too, is like this; it contains mitzvos in the mode of ascents and in the mode of drawings-

down.
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And this is [the meaning of] “So says G-d, your Creator, Yaakov,” etc.: Yaakov, “He created you”;

Yisrael, “He formed you,” etc. For it is written, “Who forms light and creates darkness,” etc.
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Now, it is known that in everything there is matter and form. The matter is the essence of the thing

as it is; it is the level of Yaakov, yud-akev, the order of the chain of descending worlds (hishtal-

shelus) of creation, something from nothing.
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And the form, which is the revelation of the light, is the level of Yisrael, li rosh (‘a head for Me’), like
the analogy of the great torch that shines the farthest.
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And this is [the meaning of] the saying of our Sages, of blessed memory, “Anyone whose fear of sin
comes before his wisdom, his wisdom endures”: through his fear of sin, which is the level of
iskafya (subduing), the level of “a land of desire,” through this his wisdom endures, which is the

level of revelation, etc. This is sufficient for one who understands.
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