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“Your heart will meditate on dread: ‘Where is the
one who counts? Where is the one who weighs?’”
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“Your heart will meditate on dread: ‘Where is the one who counts? Where is the one who weighs?’”
etc. It is stated in the Zohar, in the Sifra DiTzeniusa: “weighing on the scale.” And this is the matter

of the line of measure (kav hamiddah),
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which is what measures and weighs all the ten Sefiros of the World of Atzilus (Emanation) by
amount and measure: how much drawing-forth and spreading-forth there will be of the attribute of
Chesed (kindness), and how much drawing-forth of the attribute of Gevurah (restraint), and how
they will be divided into lines, right and left, in the four directions and above and below, which are

the six extremities (vav ketzavos) of Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes), etc.
OXNED 0I%NRY 77122 712 RO T (RX»P2 R 1770 Wy M WZ)’? 0T IRIP 13’551)

212 171 MY°W2 72wnann 1°n°w

(And this is why the Sefiros are called by the term middos, “measures”: because they are measured,
as is written elsewhere.) And this measure is the level of Gevurah and tzimtzum (contraction): to

contract, so that the drawing-forth will be by amount and measure, etc.
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All this is done through the level of the line of measure, which is what the Zohar calls “the botzina
dekardinusa (the lamp of darkness) that bored,” etc., which is the matter of the Gevurah of Atik
Yomin that is enclothed in the Mocha Stima’ah (the hidden brain). And concerning this the verse

says, “Where is the one who counts? Where is the one who weighs?”
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Meaning: one might have supposed — since this measure and weight is a level of Gevurah and con-
traction relative to the very essence of the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He, Who is removed
from the bounds of limit and measure and from the bounds of division into lines and Sefiros, etc.,
but rather encompasses everything in a single glance, and before Him darkness and light are alike,
as is known —
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if so, one might have supposed that this level of the line of measure is a separate entity, etc.
Therefore it says, “Where (Ayeh) is the one who counts? Where is the one who weighs?” etc.
Meaning: Ayeh is the level of the great circle, the level of the encompassing [light] (sovev), before
which darkness and light are alike;
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this itself, truly, is the one who counts and the one who weighs, by way of the scale (matkela) and
the line of measure mentioned above, and this is not an entity unto itself, G-d forbid.
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For it is written, “Everything is from You,” and He is omnipotent, [able] to lower Himself so far as to
measure the Sefiros with contraction and division, etc.
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For this measure and contraction is drawn specifically from the encompassing [light], the great cir-
cle, which is called Ayeh. (For because He is “enthroned on high,” He is therefore able to lower

Himself so far as to measure all the particular levels in the worlds, etc.
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As it is written, “For G-d is exalted, yet He sees the lowly.”) And it is akin to what is said, “And I will
pass through the land of Egypt”: I, and not an angel. For into the level of Egypt no angel could de-
scend, only the Holy One, blessed be He, in His glory and in His own Self, as it were, as is written

elsewhere.
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Now, the Torah too is included in the level of the tzimtzum (contraction) of the line of measure, for
the Torah preceded the world by only two thousand years, that is, two alfin, “thousands”: “I will
teach you (a’alefcha) Chochmah (wisdom),” “I will teach you Binah (understanding).”
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But the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He, Himself is exalted and uplifted, He alone, removed
from the bounds of contraction and division; He has no beginning and no end. Therefore the
Torah, which preceded the world by only two thousand years, is included among the levels of the

contractions of the line of measure.
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(As is known, all the mitzvos are a matter of measure and contraction: a sukkah only up to twenty
cubits, tefillin specifically square, etc., and likewise in all the mitzvos.) But in truth Ayeh itself is
the one who counts and the one who weighs, etc.
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And “where” (ayeh) is said here three times, corresponding to the three times “holy” (kadosh) [is
said], for kadosh has the numerical value of 410, which are the 410 hairs of Arich [Anpin]. And for
this reason the angels say, “Where is the place of His glory?” — [meaning] that He is not grasped,
which is the level of kadosh, which is separate, for no thought can grasp Him.
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(The meaning of “Where is the one who counts the towers?” has been explained elsewhere, on the
verse “and my breasts are like towers.”) And this is the matter of “Your heart will meditate on
dread.”
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That is: when the thoughtful person contemplates this matter — how “Ayeh is the one who counts,
Ayeh is the one who weighs,” etc., that the level of Ayeh itself is the one who counts
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and the one who weighs and measures the life-force and the spreading-forth in all the most minute

particulars of everything that exists — then dread and fear will fall upon him, as an exceedingly

great awe. And this is “Your heart will meditate on dread.”
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And then there will not be upon him an external fear, lest he lack his bread, and the like. And it is

written, “The end of the matter, when all has been heard: fear G-d,” etc.
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