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“Remember what Amalek did to you on the way”
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“Remember what Amalek did to you on the way,” etc. Now, it is written, “G-d has war with Amalek

from generation to generation”: for the Name is not whole and the Throne is not whole until the

seed of Amalek is blotted out.
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And this war is in each and every generation, on the level of every soul of Israel. For in each and
every generation, and on each and every day, a person is obligated to see himself as if he had gone

out of Egypt.
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Therefore we mention the Exodus from Egypt every day, morning and evening: for the level of the
Exodus from Egypt is in every soul of Israel every day, and after the Exodus from Egypt the war of
Amalek stands against him,
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as it is written, “what Amalek did to you on the way, as you went out of Egypt”; and it is written,

“how he set upon him on the way, as he came up out of Egypt.”
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The explanation of this matter: the Congregation of Israel (Knesses Yisrael), which is the source of
all the souls of Israel, is called by the name “My heart.”
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As it is written, “You have captured My heart, My sister, bride.” For just as the heart is the dwelling
place and receptacle for the principal spirit of life, since the source of life, and its general and col-
lective expression (klalus), is drawn to the heart, into its interior, and from its interior spreads
through the whole body,
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and in it and through it the spirit of life goes round and round through the whole body, for the life-

force is “running and returning”: so the source of the souls of Israel is called by the name Knesses

Yisrael,
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on account of the gathering and the entering (kenisah), for into it are gathered and collected the
main life-force and flow from the level of “Israel” above, the level of “for you have striven with

Elokim,” etc.,
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which is the level of the illumination of the Name Havayah that is above the level of Elokim, as it is

written, “And upon the likeness of the throne was a likeness like the appearance of a man,” etc.

TRV NATPWS RO AYAVAW DRIWOR WD Po2w whn 257 NTIPI RO R°7 ¥IDA Rw 953 1Im

21° 93 IPAT? 199R7

Now, in each individual soul, this is the very point of the heart that is in every soul of Israel, which
by its nature is like a flame that rises of itself, to cleave to Him, may He be blessed.
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It is the very essence and being of the soul, whose foundation is “in the holy mountains,” truly “a
part of G-d above.” All its desire and longing is to be nullified and subsumed in the light of
Havayah. And from it spread forth the powers of the soul, intellect and emotive attributes (middos),

etc.,
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until it spreads into thought, speech and action, which are garments that are not of the soul’s own
being, as is known. And the intellect and emotive attributes too, which are of the soul’s own being,
are clothed in the garments of intellect and emotive attributes of the animal soul, which is from

Nogah, good and evil, etc.
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Now this point of the essence and being of the soul, though it is equal in every soul of Israel, never-

theless is not revealed equally.
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But concerning any revelation whatever that there may be, it is said, “You have captured My heart
with one of your eyes”; that is, even with one of whatever aspect is revealed in each soul.
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For there must be some revelation of illumination in every soul, and this revelation is from the
root of the soul, which is the level of the heart. Therefore it is said, “You have captured My heart,”

etc.
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Now, the exile of Egypt means that the revelation of the point of the heart was then in exile, which is
the state of smallness (katnus), the level of faith alone.
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As it is written, “And the people believed”; and “Israel are believers, the children of believers.” But
afterwards it is written, “I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt to a good and broad land,”
which is the broadening of Daas (knowledge).
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As it is written, “And you shall know that I am G-d”: through the broadening of Daas there will be a
broadening of the revelation of this point, with surpassing force, so that the point of his heart will
flare up and blaze until it is revealed and spreads through all the powers of the soul, on the level of

the inner dimension (pnimiyus).
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Whereas with faith alone, it is only on the level of makif (encompassing). And the broadening of
Daas is as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Whoever prolongs [the word] Echad (One),” etc.
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That is, to prolong and broaden, in his Daas and in the depth of his heart, as far as the hand of his

intellect and understanding reaches, [on] how “I, Havayah, have not changed,” truly, just as before
the creation of the world.
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For now too, “in the heavens above and on the earth below there is nothing else,” for “all before
Him are considered as truly nothing,” since only the splendor and radiance of His Name alone

shine upon the earth and the heavens, etc.
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Therefore all are nullified before Him, may He be blessed, and for Him the soul of every living
thing yearns, and “the Ofanim and the holy Chayos, with a great noise,” etc.
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And the more he dwells at length on this, and on the like, in breadth and in depth, with the eyes of
his intellect, [the more] his heart will understand that he should have no other desire and will ex-
cept for G-d alone,
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as it is written, “Whom do I have in heaven? And besides You I desire nothing on earth.” Only for

Him alone will his soul yearn, to cleave to Him, may He be blessed.
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And through this: “You shall love Havayah” — that He be “your G-d” — “with all your heart.” That
is, that the heart be a dwelling and a receptacle filled with the revelation of Havayah,
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that He dwell and be revealed “within a man, and a deep heart,” with a flaring and blazing of fierce
“flashes of fire”; and to stand against every obstacle, to give himself up and cast away his soul and
his will that are from the animal soul, and to set his heart only on Him, from the point of his inner

being.
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And this is the level of Knesses Yisrael above. For “Israel” above is the level of Havayah, and
Knesses Yisrael is the one that receives and gathers into itself the life-force and flow from this lev-
el, etc.
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“And with all your soul”: that this revelation be in all the powers and extensions of the soul, in all

three kinds of garments, thought, speech and action.
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That is, through the enclothement of the supernal thought in his thought, etc., and speech in

speech, etc. As it is written, “And these words which I” — I, Who I am — “command you,” etc., “and
you shall speak in them when you sit,” etc.
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“In them,” literally: that the supernal thought and the supernal speech be truly clothed within his
thought and his speech. And although it is written, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts,” how
then can thought be truly clothed in thought, etc.?
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But the end of the verse [says]|, “nor are your ways My ways.” That is to say: when is it that “My

thoughts are not,” etc.? At a time when “your ways are not My ways.”
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But when your ways are My ways, that is, through his taking to heart, in contemplation and deepen-
ing of Daas, “G-d is One,” etc., which is the way of Havayah, and the drawing down of the revela-
tion of “G-d is One” into “And you shall love,” then through this there will also be the drawing of

My thoughts into your thoughts, in the enclothement of thought in thought, etc.
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Now, the essence of this revelation of the point of the heart in the Shema, and of there being a reve-

lation of “Havayah is One” in his heart, is “And you shall love Havayah”: that there be a revelation
of the level of “love in delights” (ahavah betaanugim),
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which is the supreme love that rises above them all: to delight in Havayah, etc. As is written in the

Zohar, “I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey”: in the Shema.
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“My honey” means sweetness and delight. For once there is a revelation in his heart of “Havayah is
One,” that “there is nothing else besides Him,” and there is no other life and no other delight at all,

only “for He is your life,” for He is the source of life and the source of delights.
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Therefore his love for Havayah will be like a man who loves his very life, for this love comes from

the essence of the soul. So will the love of G-d be fixed in his heart.
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Therefore he will delight in G-d, the source of delights, and be glad and rejoice in His service, for
“nearness to G-d is good” for him. As it is written, “Taste and see that G-d is good.”
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And this is [the meaning of] “to a good and broad land, to a land flowing with milk and honey”: that
is, that there be “honey,” the level of “I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey,” in fulfilling the
Shema, with the revelation of “Havayah is One” and “And you shall love” with love in delights,

through “a good and broad land,” which is the broadening of Daas, etc.
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But how will a person reach the revelation of this level, since at first he was in the state of the exile
of Egypt, in which the point of the heart is
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in a state of smallness, hidden and covered by the garments of the animal soul, drawn after the life
of the body and its delights, which for him were complete life and delight, each one according to

what he knows in himself?
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And how will his heart be turned from one extreme to the other, from one opposite to the other en-
tirely, so that the love of G-d is fixed in his heart like his very life?
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On this it is said, “And G-d led the people around by the way of the desert of the Sea of Reeds”: they
did not travel from Egypt straight to the Land of Israel, but by way of the desert.
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And it is written, “your going after Me in the desert”: the level of the desert is the level of “after

G-d” (acharei). The explanation is that in holiness there is a level of front and back (panim and

achor).
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As it is written, “And you shall see My back,” etc. And it is written, “a flying scroll, written front and
back,” etc. And, as is known to those versed in the hidden wisdom (yodei chen), there are Names

that are on the level of achorayim (the back), and they are holy Names.
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So too in the G-dly soul there is front and back. The front is the inner dimension of the heart, in
which “Havayah is One” dwells and is revealed in actual revelation, so that this is his life and his

existence, and this itself is his joy and his delight, and “the joy of G-d” truly “is his strength.”
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And the back is when it is not revealed in him so much, as life and delight; he only compels and
forces his heart to incline his heart toward Him, may He be blessed, and to love Him.

TAR °72 DYT PORYM 1200w 372 NaNann v’y 292 7PMWYN AR ROIW T2RD MYy

J12 TINRY 7Y AWK D°211YN0 PRI 010 200 RIAY 7°RY

And this is “to do it (la’asosah), to love”: it is a love made (asuyah) in the heart, also through con-
templation, in that he contemplates and deepens [his] Daas in “G-d is One,” and how He is the Life

of all life and the source of delights, so that therefore it is fitting, etc.
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Nevertheless, not because of this will this love alone fill all the inside of the heart, so that there is no

other desire or will at all;

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/parshas-zachor/1/ 9

18

19

20

21



TORAH OHR - PARSHAS ZACHOR - MAAMAR 1 " -n-f: any -ll? WY WK DX IOt

RO R¥DINK M2 RIT RPIT 2w 257 DY 1955wn mnn >y 292 nowInm RO 11 2aIRY ROR
5”15 RIDANR M2 RPY RINR

rather, this love rules in the heart through the mind that rules over the heart — “rules,” specifically.
This is the level of subduing (iskafya) the sitra achra (the other side), and not the level of transfor-

mation (is’hapcha), as mentioned above.
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The discerning will understand that there are several levels in this, one above the other. That is: al-
though he may arouse the love in his heart until it truly wishes to divest itself of the garments of
Nogah, so that there be “with all your heart and with all your soul,” the enclothement of thought in

thought, as mentioned above,
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nevertheless it has not yet entirely divested itself of the garments of Nogah, so as to despise evil.
Only, through the contemplation of the intellect, he compels and obliges the soul to come out of its

sheath, until the garments of Nogah are,
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for him, at that time, in a state of sleep, so that the evil is bent and nullified in him. This is called

9,

“with all your heart: with both your inclinations”: “with the good inclination,” through the natural
love that is in the root of his soul, “and with the evil inclination,” to subdue (iskafya) the sitra

achra, etc.
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But he is not yet on the level of transforming (is’hapcha) darkness into light, as mentioned above,

that is, of having only one heart, etc.
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Now, our Sages, of blessed memory, said that the tribes said to Yaakov, “Just as in your heart there

is only One, so in our heart there is only,” etc.
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For Yaakov is Israel, which is the highest level and rank, who has only one heart and delights in

Havayah, as mentioned above.
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And so the tribes, who are the souls as a whole until the end of all the generations, including the

level of the beinonim (intermediate ones), who are below this level: even so, “in our heart there is
only One.”
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This is the level of iskafya (subduing), through which there also comes about the revelation of

9

“Havayah is One” “with all your heart and with all your soul,” and the enclothement of thought in

thought, as mentioned above.
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And this is the very path that a person should choose for himself: to contemplate, in the depth of
his intellect and understanding, “G-d is One,” as much as his soul is able to bear, so that through
this he will bend and incline
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his heart to love G-d, and to stand against every obstacle, breaking the desires and suppressing
them by means of the mind that rules over the heart, to subdue (iskafya) the sitra achra. And from

this he will rise and come to the level of transformation (is’hapcha), as mentioned above.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/parshas-zachor/1/ 1

24

25



TORAH OHR - PARSHAS ZACHOR - MAAMAR 1 " -n-f: any -ll? WY WK DX IOt

T AT ANRD PANRN 27 7IRWA TOART N I3 1719 ° IRM 290 NTIPI N%ID M0 1O
NPR°192 717 M12A0 K12M) 7797 RT°W OTIRD 0nI AWITPT D2INR N N

And there will be a revelation of the inner dimension of the point of the heart, and “G-d will make
His face shine,” etc. And this is [the meaning of] “And your ears shall hear a word behind you, say-
ing, This is the way,” etc.: from the level of the achorayim (back) of holiness it is drawn down to a
person that he have away and an entrance to the revelation of Havayah in the inner dimension.
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Therefore the Shema is called “accepting the yoke (kabbalas ol) of the Kingdom of Heaven”: a
“yoke,” specifically, which is the level of iskafya (subduing), and the level of “They shall walk after

G-d; He will roar like a lion,” etc.
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Now, this yoke is the acceptance of the attribute of His Kingship (Malchus), may He be blessed: the
Kingdom of Heaven. For it is known that “there is no king without a people (am)”: [am as in]
omemos (dimmed), etc. And this is only as it is written, “To make known to the sons of man His

mighty acts (gevurosav), and the glory of the majesty of His Kingship.”
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For, in order that there be “the glory of the majesty of His Kingship,” this is precisely “His mighty
acts”: many and powerful contractions (tzimtzumim), to hide and conceal the Infinite Light (Or Ein
Sof), blessed be He, so that something will appear to be existent and separate (yesh), and a people

that is omemos, etc., in order that His Name be called King over them,
M2 9”1 RNNDT RNAYNRI N1PA% 928 31 RPOYDT RMAYNRY 2200 RO 790 X910 NnRa °
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for in truth “all before Him are considered as nothing.” And this arousal from above must come
through an arousal from below that is also on the level of contractions and withdrawal; and these
are the level of the might (gevurah) of man, to overcome every obstacle, in “turn away from evil,”

“and you shall not stray after your heart,” “he shuts his eyes,” etc.,
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and in “do good”: “one who reviews his chapter a hundred times is not comparable to” [one who
reviews it] “a hundred and one times,” and he is called “one who serves G-d” because of the one

[time] beyond his habit, etc. And through this he fulfills “You shall surely set a king over you,” etc.
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Now, through all this the Name becomes whole and the Throne becomes whole. For the Name is the
level of Havayah, blessed be He,
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that is: yud-hei is above the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus) and is called “the hidden
world” (alma de’iskasya), “wise, but not with a known wisdom; understanding, but not,” etc. Vav-
hei is the level of “the revealed world” (alma de’isgalya), for the vav is a drawing down, to become

the hei, which is the revealed world.
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Now, it is written, “The heavens and the earth I fill, says G-d”: that with which He fills the heavens
and the earth is the “saying (ne’um) of G-d,”
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which is the level of the word of G-d. And this comes through an arousal from below: “You have

avowed G-d (he’emarta)”: you made Him One who says (omer), as mentioned above.
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That is, through the revelation of “Havayah is One” “with all your heart and with all your soul,” the
enclothement of thought, etc. And this is the revelation of Havayah below, in the heart, as above, in

the mind. For at first the mind ruled over the heart — “over,” specifically;
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and afterwards the Daas that is in the mind spreads and descends into the inner dimension of the

heart and its inside, so that its inside, and the inside of its inside, and its inner dimension, are “in-

laid with love” for G-d alone: the level of transformation (is’hapcha), etc.
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And with this arousal from below [comes] an arousal from above: the Name Yah (yud-hei) descends
and spreads from concealment into revelation, to the revealed worlds (almin de’isgalya), which are

drawn from the level of vav-hei. And this is “the Name is whole.”
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And the meaning of “the Throne is whole” is the level of the throne of His Kingship: “You shall
surely set a king over you,” etc. As it is written, “He seats kings on the throne”; and it is written,
“And G-d sits as King forever,” as mentioned above.
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And “sitting,” as said of Above, is the level of lowering and bringing down from level to level, just as

a person, by sitting physically, by way of analogy, lowers his back, as mentioned above.
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So too is the descent and drawing down of the revelation of Havayah to the level of achorayim (the
back), through his forcing his heart, as mentioned above; and the fulfillment of all the command-

ments of the King, which are physical and are called by the name achorayim,
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as it is written, “a flying scroll, written front and back,” etc. Nevertheless, they are the 248 limbs of
the King, like a person who grasps his fellow by one of his limbs and pulls him and draws him

along, as mentioned above.
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But “G-d has made one opposite the other”: there is front and back in kelipah (the husk) too, as in
holiness, and their nurture and hold are in the achorayim (back) of holiness.
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Now, “the first of nations is Amalek,” which is the level of the nape (oref) of kelipah. Therefore he is

called Amalek: am malak (a people that nips), for melikah (nipping) is from the nape.
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The explanation of the matter: the virtue of Israel is “for it is a stiff-necked people,” for which rea-

son Moshe asked, “and You shall forgive,” since they are of the level of the nape of holiness: they

have the power to prevail, the level of “They shall walk after Havayah,”
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for they can force the heart, breaking the desires and suppressing them, and stand against every
obstacle with strength and firmness. And this is called the level of the nape, for the nape is what

joins and connects the intellect (mochin) in the head, so that it has an extension
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into the body, so that through this it is drawn into the heart, to incline the heart of a man and turn it
entirely from one opposite to the other; since from the revelation of the level of “after G-d” he will

afterwards come to the revelation of the inner level, etc.
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TORAH OHR - PARSHAS ZACHOR - MAAMAR 1 " -n-f: any -ll? WY WK DX IOt

99w 1 NTIAY3 1°2° 1237 OR QAW 1397717 19°7paw AWRN A RIT PRAY N2 RIT T NmYD

3 DR

And opposite this is the level of Amalek, the hard nape of kelipah: that is, even if his heart under-
stands, regarding the service of G-d, that thus it is fitting, etc.,
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not only does he not compel his heart, to force it and incline it to the love of G-d, but beyond this,

he does the complete opposite. And this is “and he struck at your rear, all the stragglers behind

”

you” — “behind you,” specifically: the level of the achorayim of holiness.
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Now, this is only a level of brazenness (chutzpah) without reason and without Daas, acting contrary
to Daas. And this is the meaning of the word Amalek: am malak,
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which is the level of nipping and cutting “opposite the nape” of holiness, for it is what severs and
interrupts the bond and connection between the head and intellect (mochin) and their extension

into the heart.
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And so it was with Amalek: he knew and saw all the miracles that had been done for Israel, and nev-
ertheless “his heart emboldened him” to approach them in battle.
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Not so Pharaoh: he said, “I do not know G-d,” and with the wonders Pharaoh’s heart would have
yielded, were it not that G-d said,
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“For I have hardened his heart”; and this was his punishment, etc., as is explained in the books.
And so too all those who worship stars and constellations: the kelipos hide and cover the holiness of

G-d from them, because they are sunk in those kelipos.
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But “the first of nations is Amalek,” and “the seed of Amalek” means his sowing, which he sowed in
Israel, so that they would have this trait,

»raa enn nabvo T°9%Y D°9%n NR°XS N2 w0 MT 553w 117 A P‘?DV: mTanbn nno 779X

JIOANR

and there must be a war with Amalek “from generation to generation,” for in every generation

there is the level of the Exodus from Egypt, and one must go first in the manner of “after G-d.”
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Now, in the time of exile, when the going is in the manner of “after G-d,” it is written, “I will surely

blot out the memory of Amalek.” “Havayah has war with Amalek”: the war is not man’s, that he

could conquer him so that there would be a revelation and stirring of the inner dimension of the

point of the heart,
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but “the war is G-d’s.” Man’s power lies only in the toil of the soul, in contemplating “G-d is One”
as much as his soul can bear, and he should ask mercy of G-d; for this is what we ask for in every

prayer of the Shemoneh Esreh, “Blessed are You,” etc., “Blessed are You,” etc., as is known.
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But “And it shall be, when He gives rest,” etc., “in the land,” etc.: that is, when he reaches the level
of “a good and broad land,” and “milk and honey,” the level of love in delights, then on your own

“you shall blot out the memory of Amalek,” and “you shall not forget.”
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[That is,] that there not be the level of forgetting, which is the level of achorayim (the back), etc.;
and their nurture and hold are only in the level of achorayim, as it is written, “all the stragglers be-

hind you,” etc.
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And this is “on the way, as you went out of Egypt,” specifically. This is not so with “when G-d your
G-d gives you rest from all your enemies around, in the land,” etc., which is the level of the inner

dimension (pnimiyus).

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/parshas-zachor/1/ 18



LikuteiTorah.com
THE CHASSIDISHE PARSHA

About this edition

This edition contains the Hebrew text and the English translation.
The Hebrew text of Torah Ohr: © Kehot Publication Society, via Sefaria, CC BY-NC 4.0; formatting adapted.

Our English translation, made from the Hebrew without Kehot’s notes: CC BY 4.0.

This edition as awhole: CC BY-NC 4.0. Copy, print and share it freely, crediting Kehot Publication Society and likuteitorah.-
com; it may not be sold. https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

English translation: prepared for likuteitorah.com with AI assistance (claude-code/opus-5.5) and checked against the Hebrew

and against Sefaria; not yet reviewed by a human editor. Please check anything important against the Hebrew.

The Rebbe asked that the maamarim of the week’s parsha, the “Chassidishe Parsha,” be learned during that week, spread over
its seven days (Sichah of Shabbos Parshas Vayakhel 5725 - Toras Menachem vol. 42, pp. 306-309). Why learn it, and the
Rebbe’s brachos: likuteitorah.com/about/the-chassidishe-parsha/

A free, non-commercial project; nothing here is sold. Not affiliated with Kehot, Sefaria or the Lubavitch Library. ©

likuteitorah.com

From likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/parshas-zachor/1/

DEDICATED IN HONOR OF

58T TANDTINIY PRS® 1D 927 D2IpRT 1INAT 71207 v
Dedicated in honor of the Rebbe’s father, Reb Levi Yitzchok

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/parshas-zachor/1/ 19



