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An explanation of the above.
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[We need] to understand the matter [stated above], that the prayer of a man of business will be on a
lofty level, etc. This requires understanding: the matter of the descent of the soul, which is the
spark of G-dliness, into this world, into a body and an animal soul (nefesh habahamis), to be con-

stantly preoccupied with thoughts and worries about livelihood, in the vanities of this world.
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And this is a great descent. It must necessarily be said that this descent is for the sake of an ascent:

that after it has descended and been clothed in a body and an animal soul, it can rise higher and

higher through the love of “with all your might” (bechol me’odecha), which is without limit.
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As our Sages, of blessed memory, said: ““Good’ — this is the angel of life; ‘very’ (me’od) — this is the

angel of death,” etc. And this [comes about] specifically through the love that comes from the ani-

mal soul.
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Just as we see below that the strength of an animal is greater than the strength of a human being,
so too above: our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “In the place where baalei teshuvah stand, the

perfectly righteous [cannot stand],” etc.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/noach/3/ 2



TORAH OHR - PARSHAS NOACH - MAAMAR 3 1?”Jn by TIR2

W1 MW *391 117°M 2173 MN2ANM 1921 7900 KPPN2 R (A2wn sbya] N7YA PNAW 19m 137N
N0 O 1A KT Nonan

That is to say, [this is] because the level of baalei teshuvah is with greater force (bechila yatir), with
great strength and intensity; and that is because the animal soul is from the level of the World of
Tohu.
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“And these are the kings who reigned,” etc. And the level of Tohu is higher than the level of Tikkun,

as it is written, “who reigned before any king reigned over the children of Israel,” which is the level
of Tikkun.

R (77 neal TR 0N AR RIN2D 7Awnn2 09y 79002 w72 RNOR 730 759 10D 1A

213 [monman mTnl 7T ANCY 0°°PNN 09T PRY

And to understand all this: behold, it is stated in the Midrash, “At first it arose in [G-d’s] thought to

create the world with the attribute of judgment; He saw that the world could not endure, [so] He

joined [to it] the attribute of mercy,” etc.
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Now the meaning is not as people commonly suppose, that the attribute of judgment is the aspect
of tzimtzum (contraction) and the withholding of the flow [of beneficence]. For after all, Gevurah is

one of His attributes, blessed be He,
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as it is written (I Chronicles 29), “Yours, O G-d, is the greatness and the might (hagevurah),” which

are the ten Sefiros of Atzilus that give life and bring into being from nothing to something.
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Moreover, it is written (Deuteronomy 12), “For the blood is the soul”: the main life-force (chayus)
of a person is the blood. And blood is drawn from the level of Gevurah, the attribute of judgment.
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Rather, the meaning of “the attribute of judgment” is the level of Gevurah, a term that means in-
tensity (tigboros): the power of the life-force from the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) comes with greater
intensity than in the level of Chesed, which is drawn down lower and lower
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but comes in a manner of coolness. This is not so with the level of Gevurah, in which the life-force
from the Infinite Light comes with exceedingly great intensity.
510° 11K YRR apR MR 1R O 107 M2 nwyl quak mSwhnwn 172 Xawd RPan 07y
.27 MN2ANN2A qWnRl NPNAw "1an z.'»".'1,7'?

Therefore, as a matter of course, when it comes down by way of the chain of descending worlds

(hishtalshelus), it becomes the aspect of judgment: one who is not fit to receive the flow cannot re-

ceive it, because the life-force is drawn with great intensity.
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This is not so with the level of Chesed, in which the life-force comes with coolness; it can be drawn
and spread lower and lower. But the level of Gevurah is the life-force with intensity, the level of the
seven kings, which is the World of Tohu; this is why the ten Sefiros in the World of Tohu are called

by the name “kings.”
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According to the Kabbalah it is explained that the level of Tohu is abundant light and few vessels,
and the level of Tikkun is the reverse. “Abundant light” means that the light and the life-force come

with great intensity.
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For all ten Sefiros were in great intensity: for example, in the level of Chesed, the attribute of

Chesed was in great intensity, and so too all ten Sefiros. And also,
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therefore there was no inter-inclusion of the attributes (middos), [such that each] would be com-
prised of Chesed and Gevurah, because every level and attribute was with great force and intensity.
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Therefore [each]| could not be included with its opposite, and each attribute was by itself. And this
is [the meaning of] “He saw that the world could not endure,”
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for from this there cannot be a rectification of the world. And for the sake of the world’s rectification

there had to be the level of Tikkun, that is, the level of “lines,” the inter-inclusion of the attributes

with one another.
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And this is the level of many vessels and little light, where the light and life-force do not come with

intensity, but [as] the level of Chesed, with coolness; and therefore there can be an inter-inclusion

of Chesed and Gevurah, two opposites.
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As our Sages, of blessed memory, said (in the fifth chapter of Avos): “To make known how great is

the patience before Him, for all the generations kept provoking Him, on and on, until Avraham our

father came,” etc.
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For because the attribute does not come with intensity, there comes about forbearance and pa-

tience. On the contrary, there can be two utter opposites [together],
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as we find at the building of the Holy Temple, that there was exceedingly great joy when Shlomo
said the Song of Songs, [joy] such as there had not been since the day the world was created.
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And as it is written (I Kings 8), “For the glory of G-d filled the House of G-d”: the fire came from
above, that is, the level of the revelation of the Shechinah (Divine Presence) below.
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Thus there was very great joy; and concerning that same time it is said (Jeremiah 32), “For this city

has been to Me [a cause] of My anger and of My fury from the day that they built it,”
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because he took Pharaoh’s daughter, etc. Thus there were two opposites together at one time and
one moment. And that is because He joined the attribute of mercy, and there came to be
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the World of Tikkun, [in which]| there can be inter-inclusion of the attributes with one another:
since the attribute and its revelation do not proceed with abundance and intensity of light, the ves-

sel could therefore contain both aspects together.
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Now the soul of man is from the level of Atzilus, the World of Tikkun; therefore the soul is com-
prised of all the attributes, as explained in the Tanya.
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This is not so with the angels, whose root is from the level of the World of Tohu: the camp of
Michael, the camp of Gavriel, each one a separate line. The camp of Michael is only the level of

love, with very great intensity.
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And the camp of Gavriel is only the level of awe, with great intensity: the prince of water, the prince
of fire. And from this is drawn the level of the Chariot: “the face of a lion on the right,” “the face of

an ox,” etc.
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Now concerning the soul of man, our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “There are three partners in

a person... the Holy One, blessed be He, puts a soul into him.” And the life-force of the soul of ani-

mals and birds is from the level of “the face of a lion,” “the face of an ox,” etc.,
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and their source is from the World of Tohu. And therefore it is said of man, “Behind and before You
have formed me”: from the standpoint of the level of Tikkun, in the chain of descending worlds
(hishtalshelus), the level of man is on a higher rank.
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For the animals fell very, very far down, whereas in their source they are on a higher rank, for they

are from the level of the World of Tohu, “before any king reigned,” etc., as is known.
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Accordingly, the love that comes from the side of the animal soul (nefesh habahamis) is higher and
higher, the level of “with all your might,” which is above the vessel, because it is with greater force
(bechila yatir), coming with great intensity; for the root of the animal soul is from the level of Tohu,

as [explained] above.
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Only, it fell through the Shattering of the Vessels very far down, into physical service, to be sepa-

rate [beings]; but when it is refined and rises up in prayer, then it is with great intensity: the love of

“with all your might.”
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And as our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “And the reason I did not tell you [this] in the evening is
that I had not eaten ox meat,” etc. Thus eating meat gives strength and additional intellect

(mochin) to a person; and as it is written, “And wine gladdens the heart of man.”
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And nevertheless, below, man is on a higher level than they, and there is no comparison, etc.; but
in their root they are higher than the level of man, for they are from the World of Tohu. And accord-

ing to the Kabbalah this is called “the advantage of light [that comes] from darkness” specifically.
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That is, through contemplation in prayer: how he is preoccupied all day long, running after his
livelihood, food and bread, whose life-force (chayus) is from the constellations (mazalos),
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as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “You have no blade of grass below that does not have a con-
stellation,” etc. And the constellations are drawn from the level of the seventy princes, and the
princes receive from the dregs of the Ofanim, and the Ofanim receive from the level of Malchus

(sovereignty), as it is written, “Your kingship is a kingship over all worlds.”
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But in relation to His essence and being there is no comparison, for it is only the level of a ray and
a glimmer alone. And this is the matter of the saying of Rabbi Akiva: “If so for those who transgress

His will, then for those who do His will, how much more so!”
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For there is the delight without end. And as it is written, “His splendor is over earth and heaven”:
the level of earth and heaven, [the light that] fills [all worlds] and [the light that] encompasses
[them] (memalei and sovev), is only the level of splendor and radiance; this is not so with “the chil-
dren of Israel, the people close to Him,” [close] to the level of His essence and being, blessed be
He.
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From this his soul will be kindled with intensity, with greater force (bechila yatir), in longing and
desire to cleave to Him, blessed be He; and as it is written, “Whom have I in heaven? And besides

You I desire nothing,” etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “Blessed are You... King of the world, who has sanctified us with His
commandments,” etc.: that which is bestowed and drawn down below, to be [the light that] fills and
[the light that] encompasses [all worlds] (memalei and sovev), is the level of “King of the world,”

and “His kingship rules over all.”
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But the love and longing of the souls of Israel to cleave to Him, blessed be He, in His essence and
being, [is] “who (asher) has sanctified us”; for asher is the level of the supernal delight without end,
aterm [as in] “In my happiness (be’oshri),” etc. “Who has sanctified us with His commandments,”

etc.: for through the mitzvos they draw down from the supernal delight, as, for example, tallis, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “For this is as the waters of Noach to Me”: for the servitude of liveli-
hood, as mentioned above, is the level of “the waters of Noach,” as it was in the Flood. For the
meaning is not that the Flood was to remove the wicked from the world,
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for that the Flood of water would not have been needed, since it could have been done in a single
moment.
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As it is written regarding Pharaoh, “And you would have been cut off,” etc. Rather, the Flood was in
order to purify the world, for at first “the earth was filled with violence,” etc.,
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for they drew down kelipos (husks), etc. Therefore the world had to be purified through the level of
purifying waters; and this is the level of rain, “the mighty powers of rain,” which is from the level
of Tohu. For when the rains are drawn down in order and gradation, this is the level of Chesed, and

it makes seeds grow, etc.
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This is not so with the Flood, [whose waters| came down with Gevurah, that is, with great intensity
and with great force, which is from the level of the World of Tohu, the Chesed of Tohu. To purify the
earth there needed to be an illumination from the level of the World of Tohu, which is higher than
the level of Tikkun; only it was a great and mighty illumination, with great intensity, from the level
of Tohu.
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Therefore “He wiped out all existence,” for they were not fit to receive [it]. And this is [the meaning

of] “And the mountains were covered... fifteen cubits,” etc.
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“Mountains” means the level of Tikkun, the inter-inclusion of the attributes (middos), as [in the
case of] Avraham, who called it “mountain,” etc. And the preoccupations and thoughts of this
world, [which come] from the animal soul, are also from the level of the World of Tohu, and are

called “the waters of Noach,” etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And G-d said to Noach, ‘Come, you and all your household, into the
ark (teivah).’” Teivah is the level of combinations of letters,
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for Noach is the level of Shabbos, as its Targum [renders| “and He ceased” (vayishbos) as “and He
rested” (venach), etc. But the meaning is not cessation in essence, only like a person who rests

from his work.
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And as it is written, “And they rested on the fifteenth,” etc.: rest after war, etc., the level of nach,
rest of the spirit (naycha d’rucha). And there are two levels of nach, two levels of Shabbos: the lower
Shabbos and the higher Shabbos, “the day that is entirely Shabbos.” And the level of prayer is also
called the level of nach, the level of Shabbos.
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And all the weekday prayers are elevated on Shabbos, for on Shabbos is the ascent of the worlds.
For all six days of work are the refinements of the 288 sparks, the level of Malchus (sovereignty)
that descends into [the worlds of| Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, “her feet descend,” etc. And in this

there are various times, such as midnight.
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And all six days of work are the level of the influences of “And G-d said, ‘Let there be light,’” etc.,
“Let there be a firmament.” And on Shabbos, Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah are elevated into the level
of the World of Atzilus (Emanation), the level of Tikkun,
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for “He and His life-force are one, He and His vessels are one”; meaning, chayohi (“His life-force”)
is the lights and garmohi (“His vessels”) are the vessels: all is one in them.
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And as it is written, “Yours, O G-d, is the greatness and the might”: in the level of Atzilus, the levels

of greatness and might are in the level of “Yours,” and are utterly united, the level of Tikkun.
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So too in prayer: all the activity that one does every day, with food or even [with] Torah study, is el-
evated in prayer through the love of “with all your might.”
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And this is the lower Shabbos, in which Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah are elevated into the level of

Atzilus. But in the Time to Come there will be “the day that is entirely Shabbos,” meaning that the
level of Atzilus will be elevated higher and higher, and not
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as now, when after Shabbos there must be a weekday, that is, the level of Atzilus refines Beriah,
Yetzirah and Asiyah; but in the Time to Come the level of Atzilus will be elevated, and it will no
longer be necessary to refine Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah,

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/noach/3/ 12
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for “I will remove the spirit of impurity,” and “death will be swallowed up,” etc.; “A woman of valor
is the crown of her husband,” and “A female shall surround a male,” as explained elsewhere; and

this will suffice for one who understands.

1DWRIY MAWART Q7 M1 AT 0P PHan Y MY MTIY 07 0°27 0% P10 D
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And this is the explanation of the verse: “Many waters” are the preoccupations of this world, which
are from the level of the World of Tohu; “and rivers” are the thoughts, which flow like the waters of
ariver that move along and go,
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for in the level of Tohu there are also two levels, waters and rivers; [yet they| “cannot extinguish the
love” that comes from the power of the G-dly soul (nefesh ha’Elokis) with intensity: “and besides

You I desire nothing,” etc.
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“If a man would give all the wealth of his house for love, it would be utterly scorned.” Meaning: “his
house” is the level of Chochmah (wisdom), [as in] “With wisdom a house is built.”
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“The wealth of his house” is the inner dimension (pnimiyus), as it is written, “And with knowledge
the chambers are filled with all precious and pleasant wealth”; and this is the level of the reasons of
the Torah, and this is the level of the higher and lower Gan Eden; and “the Torah issues from
Chochmah.”

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/noach/3/ 13
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“If a man would give” — the level of “a man of war”: for [the ability] to have the level of Chochmah,

to delight in the radiance of the Shechinah (Divine Presence) in the manner of comprehension, is

only the level of a ray and a glimmer alone; and it is
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through the level of “a man of war,” which is the many contractions (tzimtzumim), until there can
be the level of Chochmah, the radiance of the Shechinah. But the level of the love mentioned above

[is] “and besides You I desire nothing,” etc.:
TMINTYY IR TP RPD 191 TP 17y 131 YA (ka1 091y] 7MY 119977 0110 DapR (nin byl By RO

JPMITRP KDY 19K NP

not for the sake of receiving a reward, that is, the World to Come, the higher Gan Eden, etc., but
rather “You” (ve’immecha), to His essence and being, blessed be He: to Him and not to His

attributes.
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And how can one draw down the level of His essence and being? It is through the mitzvos: for the
613 mitzvos of the Torah and the seven mitzvos of the Rabbis are 620 pillars of light, the numerical
value of Keser (the Crown).
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For just as a pillar [extends]| from above to below, so too the mitzvos are from the level of Gulgalta,
the level of Keser, the intermediary between the Emanator and the emanated. For how can one
draw down from His essence and being, blessed be He, below? It is through the mitzvos, “the 248
limbs of the King,”

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/noach/3/ 14
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and as it is written, “And His right hand embraces me” — like the analogy of one who embraces a

person out of love for his inner self, because he is exceedingly wise and the like; only he cannot

grasp him except

QAW [mngyy imnnal ¥R T’W?Jﬂb 0°910° PTIPD 1717 Minn "y 51525 12 9722 2R 717 Y
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through the body and its limbs. So too, as it were, through the mitzvos, the 248 commandments,

one can draw down His essence and being, for they are His will, blessed be He.
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And this is [the meaning of] “to be absorbed in the body of the King”: this is the level of the
mitzvos. And this is what we say in the Shema: “Hear, O Israel, Havayah is our G-d” — the union of
Abba and Imma (Chochmah and Binah), “two companions,” etc.; “Havayah is One” — the union of

Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes) and Nukva (the feminine / Malchus).
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“Blessed be the name of the glory of His kingdom forever and ever” — the lower unity (yichuda
tata’ah). And all this is the level of union, that is, when it is drawn below and they become one. This
is not so with the performance of the mitzvos: “And these words which I (anochi) command you to-
day shall be.”
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Anochi is the level of Keser (the Crown), through “and you shall speak of them”; for speech in

Torah is also a positive commandment.
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And this is [the meaning of] “If a man would give all the wealth of his house” — the level of the high-
er and lower Gan Eden, the level of Chochmah, the reasons of the Torah — “it would be utterly

scorned,”

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/noach/3/ 15
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for it is only the level of a ray and a glimmer alone; but “for love” — “and besides You I desire noth-

ing,” etc. —which is to Him and not to His attributes, to His essence and being, blessed be He.
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And this is [the meaning of] “We have a little sister.” Meaning: for now she is called “this is my

beloved,” etc.; but when she is elevated higher and higher through the mitzvos, into His essence

and being, she is called “my sister” (achosi), a term [as in] “and they do not join (me’achin)” and

“the joining (ichuy) of Alexandria.”
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For they become truly one, “awoman of valor is the crown of her husband,” and there she is called
the level of “little,” a single point. For when she receives from the level of Chochmah, [this is]

called “great is Your faithfulness,”
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and as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “When is He great? When He is in the city of our G-d,”
that is, when there are many influences and flows; this is not so when the level of Malchus will be
elevated higher and higher, to be “the crown of her husband”: then she is the level of a single

point.
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(And see the Ra’aya Mehemna, Parshas Terumah, folio 158a: “And she is a crown on His head,
from the side of the segolta.”) And as is known, a single higher point includes all the levels of the
lower, as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “The feet of the Chayos correspond to all of them; the

legs of the Chayos,” etc.
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“And she has no breasts.” Meaning: for now [the flow] is drawn and bestowed below, into the cham-
bers of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, and “His kingship rules over all”; this is not so above: “since it

is busy swallowing, it does not emit” — it is not drawn and bestowed at all.
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“What shall we do for our sister on the day she is spoken for?” Meaning: for below, [it is] “And G-d
spoke,” etc., “the word of a king is authority,”
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that is, the level of speech is a configuration (partzuf) by itself, which leads and draws down to oth-
ers; this is not so above, “that she is spoken for,” a passive level, in which the speech is not by itself

but only “in her,” for it is not drawn down below.
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