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“If a man would give all the wealth of his house for love, it would be utterly scorned.” For it has
been explained above how “many waters” are the preoccupations of earning a livelihood.
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And “rivers” are the thoughts about material matters, which are called by the name “rivers” be-
cause they move and flow on, whereas waters are gathered and standing. And all of this cannot ex-
tinguish the love; on the contrary, specifically in them and through them one comes to the level of

the greatest love, namely the level of “with all your might” mentioned above.
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And for this [reason] it says afterward, “If a man would give all the wealth of his house,” etc. “The

wealth of his house” refers to the wisdom of the Torah, which is the explanation and reasons of the

mitzvos, drawn from the level of His blessed wisdom (Chochmah).
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As it is written, “And a river goes out from Eden to water the garden (gan).” For from “Eden,” which
is the level of Chochmah, which is called “Eden,” there “goes out a river” (a term for drawing

down) “to water the garden (gan)”: these are the fifty-three (gan) sidros of the Torah, which are
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the explanation and reasons of the mitzvos. And from them are made the level of the Higher
Garden of Eden and the Lower Garden of Eden, until it descended lower and lower. Their root is
from the level of His blessed Chochmah, which is called the beginning of the chain of descending
worlds (hishtalshelus), and it bears no comparison at all to His blessed essence and being, which is

above the chain of descent.
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And this is [the meaning of]| “If a man (ish) would give”: [the word ish] denotes restraints (gevuros)
and contractions (tzimtzumim), as it is written (Exodus 15), “Havayah is a man (ish) of war,” etc.
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For in order that there be drawn from His blessed essence [what is needed] for the level of
Chochmah to come into being (and it is no more than a radiance and illumination alone), this is

impossible except through many contractions and restraints.
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And this is [the meaning of] “If a man would give all the wealth of his house for love”: this is the
love of “with all your might” explained above, which is to be absorbed into the very body of the
King.
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As it is written, “Whom have I in heaven [but You]? And besides You I desire nothing,” etc.: that he
desires neither the Garden of Eden, etc., which are only a radiance and illumination alone, but

only to be absorbed into the body of the King, which is His blessed essence and being.
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Accordingly, “it would be utterly scorned”: [that is,] “the wealth of his house” mentioned above,
which is no more than a radiance and illumination, etc.; and this suffices for one who understands.
However, all this is the explanation and reasons of the mitzvos, which is the level of the wisdom of

the Torah, drawn from His blessed wisdom, as mentioned above.

AWYR [7om] M (22 [ryee) Y1) [mxaw] KAV TIPTE NIZAY 719101 17200 113 NPWYR NIXNAT 0913 DaR
.75 1122 Jwnan NYTI OYuan 75YnbY N0 13187 0 1w 7M7Y ApTIn

But the very body of the practical mitzvos, such as tefillin and sukkah and the mitzvah of tzedakah
(as it is said (Isaiah 32), “And the deed of tzedakah shall be”), and the like, are His blessed will (rat-

zon), which is above the reason and understanding that are drawn down in the level of Chochmah.
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And because their root is very much higher than the rank of the Torah, etc., therefore they were
clothed specifically in physical things, for [their root] cannot come to the level of comprehension,

etc.
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As our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “For the wise, a hint.” For a very deep matter cannot be re-
vealed in speech, but only by a hint, pointing it out to him with a finger, etc.
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So too the practical mitzvos: because their root is exceedingly lofty, being the inner dimension (pn-
imiyus) of His blessed will, as it were, which is above comprehension, therefore they cannot come
to revelation below except by being clothed specifically in physical things, for “their beginning is

wedged in their end,” specifically.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And these words which I (Anochi) command you today shall be,” etc.

For the whole passage of the reading of the Shema, “Hear, O Israel,” is only contemplation on the

level of His Names, etc.
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And through this [comes] “And you shall love with all your heart,” etc., until one reaches the level
of the love of “with all your might” mentioned above, which is to be included and to cleave to Him,

in His blessed essence and being itself.
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And this is impossible except through fulfilling His blessed mitzvos specifically, for they are the in-
ner dimension of His blessed will, and “their end is wedged in their beginning.”
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And this is [the meaning of] “which I (Anochi)”: the One Who is “I,” which is His very essence and
being, and not merely at the level of light and radiance, “command you,” through fulfilling the
practical mitzvos specifically, as mentioned above.
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“Today,” etc.: specifically “today,” when the soul is clothed within the body; whereas before it was
clothed in the body, it was only delighting in the radiance of the Shechinah, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And you shall speak (vedibarta) of them”: this is the mitzvah of speak-
ing the words of the Torah. And as it is written, “And you shall utter it,” etc. And the moving of one’s
lips counts as an action, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “We have a little sister (achos)”: that she becomes the level of achos,

which is a term of “one” (achas), for she becomes united completely with His blessed essence and

being itself, as it were, through fulfilling the practical mitzvos, as mentioned above.
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And as it is written, “And His right hand embraces me,” like a person who embraces his fellow
from all sides, etc. And this is [the meaning of] “What shall we do for our sister on the day she is

spoken for (yedubar)”; and this suffices for one who understands.
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