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“Many waters cannot extinguish the love, nor can rivers wash it away; if a man would give all the
wealth of his house for love, it would be utterly scorned.”
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Now, the “many waters” are all the preoccupations of earning a livelihood and the thoughts about
the matters of this world, etc.; and nevertheless they “cannot extinguish the love” —
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which is the level of the hidden love that is present by nature in every soul of Israel, from the level
of the G-dly soul, whose nature is to rise and be absorbed constantly above, like a flame that rises
of itself,

DI ROIW 79YnDn RAN N2TPW N2 RITW 70 NAA0W WX DWD 10DwA 101 YR wUnd
TIN°T N°25N2 NTNA N AW 7t NI AN SRWAT 7132 1MwaPNn 0TpY nopPRA

11”2 0”K2

as it is written just before it, “Its sparks are sparks of fire, a flame of G-d,” which is the level of a
flame that comes from above: this is the G-dly soul, which, before it was enclothed in the physical
body, delighted in the radiance of the Shechinah and was united in absolute unity with the Infinite
One (Ein Sof), blessed be He.
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Therefore, even after it is enclothed in the physical body to occupy itself with physical matters —
which are what are called “many waters” — nevertheless they “cannot extinguish” it from being

constantly in a state of love and wondrous longing to rise and be absorbed above. On the contrary,
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through its enclothement in the “many waters” mentioned above, it can reach a higher level than

[it stood at] before it descended to this world, as will be explained.
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Now, the level of “many waters” mentioned above is called “the waters of Noach,” as it is written
(Isaiah 54), “That I swore that the waters of Noach would no more pass over the earth, so have I

sworn not to be angry with you or rebuke you” (see the book Ir Gibborim). For
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Noach is naycha d’rucha (rest of the spirit), which is the level of ceasing, like a person who ceases
from his work. As it is written, “And He ceased (vayishbos) on the seventh day,” and its Targum

[renders it], “And He rested (venach) on the seventh day,” etc.
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And what is written, “Noach, Noach,” twice: these are the rest of the higher ones and the rest of the
lower ones, which is the level of the lower Shabbos and the higher Shabbos that will be in the Time
to Come, which is called “the day that is entirely Shabbos,” whereas the lower Shabbos is not en-

tirely Shabbos, aswill be explained.
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For at first glance the matter of the Flood is not understood: if it were only to remove and destroy
the sinful people, why was there need for so great an upheaval as this? Surely in a single moment

G-d had the power to remove them, even without the Flood.
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But in truth the Flood came to purify the earth, as it is said, “For the earth is filled with violence,”
and it had become very corrupted and needed to be purified. Therefore it was specifically the Flood
that came, which is the level of water, in order to purify the impure,
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like the mikveh of forty se’ah, which purifies the impure; so too the Flood came in order to purify
the whole earth,
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as it is written (Ezekiel 36), “And I will sprinkle pure water upon you, and you shall be pure,” etc.
Therefore they are called “the waters of Noach,” for from this came about naycha d’rucha, etc.
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Now, the servitude of earning a livelihood is also called “the waters of Noach,” as our Sages, of
blessed memory, said that Avraham our father chose for himself servitude in place of Gehinnom.
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For just as it is impossible for the soul to enter the Garden of Eden to delight in the radiance of the

Shechinah until it first descends into Gehinnom — as they said concerning Acher, “Better that he be

judged and come to the World to Come” —
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and also [for it] to immerse in the River of Fire (Nehar Dinur), as is explained elsewhere; so too,

through servitude one can rise higher and higher, to the highest level.
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Now, “servitude” does not mean that there is now a king over us and that he takes tax from us, for

in the time of the Holy Temple too there was a king of Israel over us, and the tax was even greater,

as is known, for each person had to give a tenth part.
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Rather, the intent is that when the Holy Temple stood, blessing and an immense flow of bounty

were drawn down, until the Land of Israel was “a land flowing with milk and honey,” etc.,
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not by way of nature at all, as is stated in the Gemara at the end of Tractate Kesubos; and there were

no worries or preoccupation with livelihood at all.
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Now, each and every person has toil and the preoccupation of earning a livelihood, occupying
himselfwith the matters of this physical world; and this is the level of the “many waters” mentioned
above, which are called “the waters of Noach,”
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which is the level of naycha d’rucha, because through the level of the “many waters” mentioned
above the soul is raised to a higher level than [it had] before its enclothement, etc., when it merely
delighted in the radiance of the Shechinah, etc.
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As our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “One hour of teshuvah and good deeds in this world is bet-

ter than all the life of the World to Come,” because this is the level of the advantage of light [that

comes] specifically out of darkness, which is the level of the subjugation of the sitra achra (iskafya)

and the transformation of darkness (is’hapcha chashocha), etc.
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For when one is occupied all day with physical matters, in the preoccupation of earning a liveli-
hood, which are what is called “darkness,” and afterward contemplates in prayer how “there is no

blade of grass below that does not have a mazal above,” etc. —
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these are the mazalos, which channel life-force to this entire world, as it is written (Deuteronomy
33), “And with the bounty of the produce of the sun, and with the bounty of the yield of [the

moons],” etc. —
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and the mazalos receive from the seventy princes, and the princes receive from the dregs of the
Ofanim, and they receive from the angels, one higher than the other, until all of them receive from

the level of His Malchus (sovereignty), blessed be He,
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as it is written, “Your kingship is a kingship over all worlds,” which brings all the worlds into being
from nothing into actual something; and this is only the level of the radiance of the Shechinah

alone, which is
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nothing but the level of a mere radiance and glow alone relative to His essence and being, blessed
be He, as it were, which is on the level of the Infinite One (Ein Sof) in the full sense — [Who] was, is
and will be without any change at all; as the saying goes, “You are He before [the world] was created,

and You are He after it was created,” etc.
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After contemplating all the above in the depth of Daas (knowledge), his soul will be aroused with

love and wondrous longing, like sparks of fire, to go out of this darkness and physical concealment

and only to cleave to Him, blessed be He,
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as it is written (Psalms 73), “Whom have I in heaven? And besides You I desire nothing,” etc. — that

he should not desire at all either the lower Garden of Eden or the higher Garden of Eden, which are

only the level of radiance and glow alone,

55595 °n% 12 PATY R¥D 390w 171 172731 197 002 QP07 (715135 onnst 110 anxna] PPIIRNDD
115 RI9PMT XDIAA RARNWRD [wy7pi amta] P12 °P11 N 1NAXYY 1N N2

as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “The righteous sit, etc., and delight in the radiance of the

Shechinah” — but only to cleave to Him, blessed be He, to be absorbed in the level of His essence

and being, blessed be He; and in the holy Zohar this is called “to be absorbed into the body of the

King,” etc.
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This love is called the level of teshuvah, which is “with greater strength,” for it comes specifically

out of the darkness, when he was occupied only with physical matters and the vanities of the world.
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For the advantage of light is specifically out of darkness. And this love is called the level of “with all

your might (me’odecha),” which is truly without limit, for it comes specifically from the opposite,

which is the darkness,
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as it is written, “‘Good’ — this is the angel of life; ‘very (me’od) (good)’ — this is the angel of death”:
for through the opposite and the darkness specifically, which is the level of the animal soul, one
can come to the level of the love “with all your might,” which is truly without limit.
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That is, because in its root, very high above, the root of the animal soul is higher than the level of
the G-dly soul, as it is written (Genesis 36), “And these are the kings who reigned,” etc.,
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“before any king reigned over the Children of Israel,” which is the level of the G-dly soul; only that
through the shattering of the vessels they fell very far down, as it is written, “And he reigned, and
he died,” etc. But in their root they are far above the level of the G-dly soul.
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Therefore, even as they have fallen down, they have mastery over the G-dly soul, because their

root is from the level of kingship, which is the level of self-exaltation, etc.
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Also, a person receives life-force from the level of animals and foods, and without them he cannot

live, whereas the foods do not need the person.
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All this is because in the root of their root above they are much higher than the level of the souls.
Therefore, through the descent and enclothement of the G-dly soul in the
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animal soul specifically, to occupy itself with the preoccupations and thoughts of livelihood in
physical matters —which are what are called the “many waters” mentioned above — it can come to

the level of the love “with all your might,”
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which is without limit, as mentioned above, which is a higher level than [it had] when it was before

its descent into the body, when it merely delighted in the radiance of the Shechinah, etc.
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That is, through iskafya and is’hapcha chashocha specifically, which is the level of the advantage of
light that is out of darkness, as mentioned above, because their root above is higher than the rank
of the G-dly soul, as mentioned above, only that they fell down, as it is written, “And he reigned,
and he died,” etc.; and through iskafya the resurrection of the dead comes about.

" Ban Y [ooaw oowyny] U?YNAY 290N R AYY D% [71972% 0190t 139m127 nrn) SorR® I 8
TWYIW °9 11 o1 97317 0%37 0% IRIPI AR D1 (k37 nviyn) 27TV

And this is [the meaning of] the saying of our Sages, of blessed memory, “One hour of teshuvah
and good deeds in this world is better than all the life of the World to Come,” as mentioned above.
Therefore the “many waters” mentioned above are called “the waters of Noach,” because there

comes about
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through [them] naycha d’rucha, for from them is made the ark (teivah) of Noach, which is the level

of the words (teivos) of prayer, as it is written, “Come, you and all your household, into the ark,” etc.

N1 W1 N123N N2 RITW 13 0% 1923 79YnDn TR WY W 10 TR7 091 19230 10
9715719 7R N0 7AR WY IOV IR 07NWAT 0°1°°337 1101797 POy NN w1 na by

And this is [the meaning of] “And the waters prevailed very greatly,” etc., “fifteen cubits upward did
the waters prevail,” etc.: this is the level of the mastery of the animal soul over the level of the
G-dly soul in the occupation of livelihood and physical matters; but through this there afterward

comes about an advantage of light, etc., as mentioned above.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And the ark went upon the face of the waters” — specifically — “and

the ark was lifted up,” etc.: through the waters specifically, the words (teivos) of prayer are elevated
and rise higher and higher, as mentioned above.
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And this is the error of the businessmen, who think that they cannot pray as much as those who
dwell in the tents; for, on the contrary, it is quite the reverse: they can pray more, for the advantage

of light is specifically out of darkness, etc.
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And this is why the waters of Noach are called naycha d’rucha, which is the level of Shabbos, as it is

written, “For on it He ceased from all His work,” etc.
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For the six days of work are the level of the spreading forth and drawing down of His Malchus (sov-
ereignty), blessed be He, below; as on the first day it is said, “And G-d said, ‘Let there be light,’”
etc.,
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“Let there be a firmament,” “Let the earth sprout vegetation,” etc., which are called the days of

work; and on Shabbos there is the level of ceasing from work and naycha d’rucha, which is the as-

cent of the worlds on high, like a person who ceases and rests from his work.
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So too is the level of the preoccupation and occupation of livelihood in physical matters, which are
called “many waters”: when they are transformed and afterward rise into the level of G-dliness

through prayer, as mentioned above, this level is called the level of naycha d’rucha,
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which is the level of Shabbos, as mentioned above; as is known, every prayer of the six weekdays is

a glow from the level of Shabbos, as mentioned above. But all this is the lower Shabbos.
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And there is yet the level of the higher Shabbos, which is what will be in the Time to Come, which is
called “the day that is entirely Shabbos.” And this is [the meaning of] “That I swore that the waters

of Noach would no more pass over the earth.”
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For although they came to purify, purification is not needed so much at every time. “So have I
sworn not to be angry with you or rebuke you.”
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For although it was explained above that through the level of the “many waters” mentioned above
an advantage of light comes about, etc., which is the level of the love “with all your might,” as men-

tioned above,
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nevertheless there is yet another level: a great love (ahavah rabbah) that comes from above, which
is far higher even than the level of the love that comes through the “many waters” mentioned

above.
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This is what is written, “And His right hand embraces me,” etc. This level of love will be revealed in
the Time to Come, as it is written (Isaiah 54), “For the mountains shall depart and the hills be re-
moved, but My kindness shall not depart from you, nor shall My covenant of peace be removed,”

etc.
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This is the level of supernal Chesed (kindness) and the great love that comes from above, so that
“His right hand embraces me.” (And this is [the meaning of]) (ibid. 52) “and he shall be very
(me’od) high”: that the level of “with all your might (me’odecha)” will be from a still higher level,

etc.
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