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Many waters cannot extinguish the love
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“Many waters cannot extinguish the love, nor can rivers wash it away; if a man would give all the
wealth of his house for love, it would be utterly scorned.”
M129% 1951 KD (71 %5 oy T7OY1 1D 7MY 101¥3w MAWNHM 101997 MY 95 071 0°37 01 M7
m2ARA DR
Now, the “many waters” are all the preoccupations of earning a livelihood and the thoughts about
the matters of this world, etc.; and nevertheless they “cannot extinguish the love” —
mMeyY% nyavw »PPPRIT WD Nan Yava SRIWCR wol 953 wOw NANDINAT TANRT N2 XY
MOORM 1Y Nanws APYn’ Tonn H930N

which is the level of the hidden love that is present by nature in every soul of Israel, from the level

of the G-dly soul, whose nature is to rise and be absorbed constantly above, like a flame that rises

of itself,
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as it is written just before it, “Its sparks are sparks of fire, a flame of G-d,” which is the level of a
flame that comes from above: this is the G-dly soul, which, before it was enclothed in the physical
body, delighted in the radiance of the Shechinah and was united in absolute unity with the Infinite
One (Ein Sof), blessed be He.
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Therefore, even after it is enclothed in the physical body to occupy itself with physical matters —
which are what are called “many waters” — nevertheless they “cannot extinguish” it from being
constantly in a state of love and wondrous longing to rise and be absorbed above. On the contrary,
TWwRI MY T1TY OTIPn M2 Aanen mA7TRR YeanR 19190 5710 0°37 oA Inwabnn oy
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through its enclothement in the “many waters” mentioned above, it can reach a higher level than

[it stood at] before it descended to this world, as will be explained.
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Now, the level of “many waters” mentioned above is called “the waters of Noach,” as it is written
(Isaiah 54), “That I swore that the waters of Noach would no more pass over the earth, so have I

sworn not to be angry with you or rebuke you” (see the book Ir Gibborim). For
YW 0192 NAWSY WAR0Y LANOKRDMRA NI QTRD IN°AW N1°032 RITY RMAT X% RIT 03730

J19 ARY 2w K172 1271 17129

Noach is naycha d’rucha (rest of the spirit), which is the level of ceasing, like a person who ceases
from his work. As it is written, “And He ceased (vayishbos) on the seventh day,” and its Targum

[renders it], “And He rested (venach) on the seventh day,” etc.
nxb’y DaWY ANNND NAW 12 RXIOY °RNDNT RPN ’Nz?’S?'T N1 O [oonye 2] 872 711 11 @M
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And what is written, “Noach, Noach,” twice: these are the rest of the higher ones and the rest of the
lower ones, which is the level of the lower Shabbos and the higher Shabbos that will be in the Time
to Come, which is called “the day that is entirely Shabbos,” whereas the lower Shabbos is not en-

tirely Shabbos, aswill be explained.
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For at first glance the matter of the Flood is not understood: if it were only to remove and destroy

the sinful people, why was there need for so great an upheaval as this? Surely in a single moment

G-d had the power to remove them, even without the Flood.
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But in truth the Flood came to purify the earth, as it is said, “For the earth is filled with violence,”
and it had become very corrupted and needed to be purified. Therefore it was specifically the Flood
that came, which is the level of water, in order to purify the impure,
55 AR V2 752 K2 D1ann 10 12 92 RRALA DR NAALA R°AW ARD *N MPRT NPT RIAY
iahal
like the mikveh of forty se’ah, which purifies the impure; so too the Flood came in order to purify
the whole earth,
NM1°°1 7t Awyaw 1 °n 0°RIp1 NRT?Y 19 QNI D°IY 01 099y NP (17 Prpne) WY
J12 RMAT
as it is written (Ezekiel 36), “And I will sprinkle pure water upon you, and you shall be pure,” etc.
Therefore they are called “the waters of Noach,” for from this came about naycha d’rucha, etc.
193K O7N2AR 19 AW (19735 oaor 1rma nxe:] PPTIRNDY M1 00 973 21 101787 TAYw 713m
.017°3 721 TAYw
Now, the servitude of earning a livelihood is also called “the waters of Noach,” as our Sages, of
blessed memory, said that Avraham our father chose for himself servitude in place of Gehinnom.
172201 DI°A2 135 QTP TN TY 73°0Wn 1 MR 7y pa) P32 RAD IRWITD WOR RY 10O
SIRT R1R9Y7 °n°97 1997997 20172 IR 923 1INRY

For just as it is impossible for the soul to enter the Garden of Eden to delight in the radiance of the
Shechinah until it first descends into Gehinnom — as they said concerning Acher, “Better that he be

judged and come to the World to Come” —

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/noach/ 5
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and also [for it] to immerse in the River of Fire (Nehar Dinur), as is explained elsewhere; so too,

through servitude one can rise higher and higher, to the highest level.
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Now, “servitude” does not mean that there is now a king over us and that he takes tax from us, for
in the time of the Holy Temple too there was a king of Israel over us, and the tax was even greater,
as is known, for each person had to give a tenth part.
MRW TY AMIEY YOWY 1292 Wl 7°7 %P 7°7 [wipnn naw] PrRNAW 712w RO TIN00 ROX
5 waTY 271 nat TAR N7 [P vaxw]
Rather, the intent is that when the Holy Temple stood, blessing and an immense flow of bounty
were drawn down, until the Land of Israel was “a land flowing with milk and honey,” etc.,

.D39D7 NTIYY NIART 95 171977 KDY 112900 NODM AI0 [xanaa] A2 wPRD 9O yaun 27y RO

not by way of nature at all, as is stated in the Gemara at the end of Tractate Kesubos; and there were

no worries or preoccupation with livelihood at all.
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Now, each and every person has toil and the preoccupation of earning a livelihood, occupying

himselfwith the matters of this physical world; and this is the level of the “many waters” mentioned
above, which are called “the waters of Noach,”
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which is the level of naycha d’rucha, because through the level of the “many waters” mentioned
above the soul is raised to a higher level than [it had] before its enclothement, etc., when it merely
delighted in the radiance of the Shechinah, etc.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/noach/ 6
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As our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “One hour of teshuvah and good deeds in this world is bet-
ter than all the life of the World to Come,” because this is the level of the advantage of light [that
comes] specifically out of darkness, which is the level of the subjugation of the sitra achra (iskafya)

and the transformation of darkness (is’hapcha chashocha), etc.
1PRY 7°KR 198n3 9°nK 121201 qwn ’Pan Qnw 701787 NTIY2 0 nNWwa 0°1°1¥2 01°1 55 POWNWIW

N9 oynhn D R PR Tunbn 2wy 0

For when one is occupied all day with physical matters, in the preoccupation of earning a liveli-
hood, which are what is called “darkness,” and afterward contemplates in prayer how “there is no

blade of grass below that does not have a mazal above,” etc. —

13 WO TR WA NIRIAN TARMY (37 00127) WY MY 9 NN 0oytawnn onw mvian onw

these are the mazalos, which channel life-force to this entire world, as it is written (Deuteronomy
33), “And with the bounty of the produce of the sun, and with the bounty of the yield of [the

moons],” etc. —
5yn 1231 0°9RPATN 0°93pN O D7ADIN SRR 0°9apn 00YM 00 YR 0°9apn o MM
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and the mazalos receive from the seventy princes, and the princes receive from the guardians of
the Ofanim, and they receive from the angels, one higher than the other, until all of them receive

from the level of His Malchus (sovereignty), blessed be He,

TI°9WT 17T M2 PRI R w0 1PRD MRV PO NR 1Nanw 0oy 9o n1obn gniotn vrn
1R 7252

as it is written, “Your kingship is a kingship over all worlds,” which brings all the worlds into being
from nothing into actual something; and this is only the level of the radiance of the Shechinah

alone, which is

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/noach/ 7
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nothing but the level of a mere radiance and glow alone relative to His essence and being, blessed
be He, as it were, which is on the level of the Infinite One (Ein Sof) in the full sense — [Who] was, is
and will be without any change at all; as the saying goes, “You are He before [the world] was created,

and You are He after it was created,” etc.

WX "W 1IXDDI IPIWNY N 2132 1w 9YNN NPT PRIYa 973 B (nunana) N3N0 2R
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After contemplating all the above in the depth of Daas (knowledge), his soul will be aroused with

love and wondrous longing, like sparks of fire, to go out of this darkness and physical concealment

and only to cleave to Him, blessed be He,

Rl NNANA (179 122] ¥722 XD 555 an® XD "1 "nxan X BlAAR=KAl7s] % on (y o°bnn) WP
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as it is written (Psalms 73), “Whom have I in heaven? And besides You I desire nothing,” etc. — that

he should not desire at all either the lower Garden of Eden or the higher Garden of Eden, which are

only the level of radiance and glow alone,

55595 °n% 12 PATY R¥D 390w 171 172731 197 002 QP07 (715135 onnst 110 anxna] PPIIRNDD
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as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “The righteous sit, etc., and delight in the radiance of the

Shechinah” — but only to cleave to Him, blessed be He, to be absorbed in the level of His essence

and being, blessed be He; and in the holy Zohar this is called “to be absorbed into the body of the

King,” etc.

0°1°1¥2 P73 POIY 1°AW wna 7NN RPYT AR2W °N° XD°M3 RITW 720N 02 11 7208 N2 PN
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This love is called the level of teshuvah, which is “with greater strength,” for it comes specifically

out of the darkness, when he was occupied only with physical matters and the vanities of the world.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/noach/ 8
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For the advantage of light is specifically out of darkness. And this love is called the level of “with all

your might (me’odecha),” which is truly without limit, for it comes specifically from the opposite,

which is the darkness,

27111 °02 RIAW RPIT @AM 7007 YW [mnn qron] 702 0T TIR2 (2w) 0 '|N’7?3 iRl 7igal)l
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as it is written, “‘Good’ — this is the angel of life; ‘very (me’od) (good)’ — this is the angel of death”:
for through the opposite and the darkness specifically, which is the level of the animal soul, one
can come to the level of the love “with all your might,” which is truly without limit.
W»n31 NOPRRT WHI MmN MR [nenan waal 273 W 79YN 75YND AwIwaw 52 13
131997 WK PN PR (17 (rexnz) PwR12)
That is, because in its root, very high above, the root of the animal soul is higher than the level of
the G-dly soul, as it is written (Genesis 36), “And these are the kings who reigned,” etc.,
NS 1993 [ovban neaw] 7AW YW PA NOPORT WO NA RITY xawe s11b] 127 99n 900 21eo
JPPORT w1 oA 19y Thynh 07 owawa AR 10 nnt TPnm wrna nun

“before any king reigned over the Children of Israel,” which is the level of the G-dly soul; only that
through the shattering of the vessels they fell very far down, as it is written, “And he reigned, and
he died,” etc. But in their root they are far above the level of the G-dly soul.

RITW 719197 *>1an K17 QU °392 NPPPR w1 PY N712a0 05 ©° TUnD 1903w 120 03 DR
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Therefore, even as they have fallen down, they have mastery over the G-dly soul, because their
root is from the level of kingship, which is the level of self-exaltation, etc.

DR D°9ORNT I”RWA NP 215 1°R DTYD 0O9ORMY NINNA Pnan nn 9apn OINRT on
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Also, a person receives life-force from the level of animals and foods, and without them he cannot

live, whereas the foods do not need the person.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/noach/ 9
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All this is because in the root of their root above they are much higher than the level of the souls.
Therefore, through the descent and enclothement of the G-dly soul in the
57377 0927 0°n DOORIPAT AW 0°nwa 0°3°1¥2 1701997 MAwnn MTI2 PI0YD RPIT Nontan
STR7 902 NN nad R3S 7919°

animal soul specifically, to occupy itself with the preoccupations and thoughts of livelihood in
physical matters —which are what are called the “many waters” mentioned above — it can come to

the level of the love “with all your might,”
11 NI PR TNIY A2 TNTPT° 0TI NN T2 NPT AT XY 9710 Piaa 92 X
212 n1°own
which is without limit, as mentioned above, which is a higher level than [it had] when it was before
its descent into the body, when it merely delighted in the radiance of the Shechinah, etc.
D% 5”15 WNT INNY IRT 19N° 202 RITY RPIT RN RIDANRI [x=590x] *DONR 7Y 117N
PP N0 RN PRt WURD THnD 1903w PA D710 NUPRRM WDl NANTHR M2 a9YRD avawvw
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That is, through iskafya and is’hapcha chashocha specifically, which is the level of the advantage of
light that is out of darkness, as mentioned above, because their root above is higher than the rank
of the G-dly soul, as mentioned above, only that they fell down, as it is written, “And he reigned,
and he died,” etc.; and through iskafya the resurrection of the dead comes about.

" Ban Y [ooaw oowyny] U?YNAY 290N R AYY D% [71972% 0190t 139m127 nrn) SorR® I 8
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And this is [the meaning of] the saying of our Sages, of blessed memory, “One hour of teshuvah
and good deeds in this world is better than all the life of the World to Come,” as mentioned above.
Therefore the “many waters” mentioned above are called “the waters of Noach,” because there

comes about

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/noach/ 10
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through [them] naycha d’rucha, for from them is made the ark (teivah) of Noach, which is the level

of the words (teivos) of prayer, as it is written, “Come, you and all your household, into the ark,” etc.

N1 W1 N123N N2 RITW 13 0% 1923 79YnDn TR WY W 10 TR7 091 19230 10
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And this is [the meaning of] “And the waters prevailed very greatly,” etc., “fifteen cubits upward did
the waters prevail,” etc.: this is the level of the mastery of the animal soul over the level of the
G-dly soul in the occupation of livelihood and physical matters; but through this there afterward

comes about an advantage of light, etc., as mentioned above.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And the ark went upon the face of the waters” — specifically — “and

the ark was lifted up,” etc.: through the waters specifically, the words (teivos) of prayer are elevated
and rise higher and higher, as mentioned above.

53 D9 AW AN [0 3] 97D DHANAR [(nx] R19° PRY DNYTAW 2P0y CPYan nyy
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And this is the error of the businessmen, who think that they cannot pray as much as those who
dwell in the tents; for, on the contrary, it is quite the reverse: they can pray more, for the advantage

of light is specifically out of darkness, etc.

213 109KRD7 997 Naw 12 90 WP Nawn oNa RITW RMIAT KA1 737w 1N

And this is why the waters of Noach are called naycha d’rucha, which is the level of Shabbos, as it is

written, “For on it He ceased from all His work,” etc.

AR ANRI YR 01°2 12 TN N0 M0 NOWRT MLYDNT N2 RIT wYRT on° Naw
13 MR O D’P'?N

For the six days of work are the level of the spreading forth and drawing down of His Malchus (sov-
ereignty), blessed be He, below; as on the first day it is said, “And G-d said, ‘Let there be light,’”
etc.,

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/noach/ 11
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“Let there be a firmament,” “Let the earth sprout vegetation,” etc., which are called the days of

work; and on Shabbos there is the level of ceasing from work and naycha d’rucha, which is the as-

cent of the worlds on high, like a person who ceases and rests from his work.

0°9131 D°0aINNYS 8°31 097 PAW DNWA 0°1°1y2 701787 POy NTAY *°12 R (10 ms] 3”11
NRM19T K1 °°12 91 °N2°P2 5715 19an0 Y J'HP'?N M22 MR

So too is the level of the preoccupation and occupation of livelihood in physical matters, which are

called “many waters”: when they are transformed and afterward rise into the level of G-dliness

through prayer, as mentioned above, this level is called the level of naycha d’rucha,

Ry i e N 5715 Naw sman mART RO IWYRT oR° n 1900 Pow $17°5 $715 Naw na XY
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which is the level of Shabbos, as mentioned above; as is known, every prayer of the six weekdays is

a glow from the level of Shabbos, as mentioned above. But all this is the lower Shabbos.

TM2yn CNYAW WK 1N .Naw 170w oY RAPIW NP W 1 RITY IRDOY N2w N2 Y U
ORI DY TIY M3 o
And there is yet the level of the higher Shabbos, which is what will be in the Time to Come, which is
called “the day that is entirely Shabbos.” And this is [the meaning of] “That I swore that the waters
of Noach would no more pass over the earth.”
272y 'Pz?S? AXPR SNYAWI 13 .75 %3] 2”2 AL PR AT 553 R mhs ahickRReNahiv AR 17 %D
For although they came to purify, purification is not needed so much at every time. “So have I
sworn not to be angry with you or rebuke you.”
553 NAAR M2 RITY 1D IR P00 WP 9PN 0°37 0% N2 YW 19YRD ARI2DY AR 737 0D
5715 RN

For although it was explained above that through the level of the “many waters” mentioned above
an advantage of light comes about, etc., which is the level of the love “with all your might,” as men-

tioned above,

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/noach/ 12
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nevertheless there is yet another level: a great love (ahavah rabbah) that comes from above, which
is far higher even than the level of the love that comes through the “many waters” mentioned

above.
1725 Q°77 °D (71 [evwe) PYR) WA .'I'"ﬂ}?b M9ANY AT 120K N 10 21Pann 11 wrn RIM

219 0N KD MIPW 10921 W XD JNR7 PTOM 1010 Myaim

This is what is written, “And His right hand embraces me,” etc. This level of love will be revealed in
the Time to Come, as it is written (Isaiah 54), “For the mountains shall depart and the hills be re-
moved, but My kindness shall not depart from you, nor shall My covenant of peace be removed,”

etc.

TR? 712X (21 0w)(71) 2APANN 1397 NPAD APYNDA AR (127 nanx] 7RI 199V T0M N2 RITW
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This is the level of supernal Chesed (kindness) and the great love that comes from above, so that
“His right hand embraces me.” (And this is [the meaning of]) (ibid. 52) “and he shall be very
(me’od) high”: that the level of “with all your might (me’odecha)” will be from a still higher level,

etc.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/noach/ 13
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If a man would give all the wealth of his house
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“If a man would give all the wealth of his house for love, it would be utterly scorned.” For it has
been explained above how “many waters” are the preoccupations of earning a livelihood.
0°01107 O 0°1 I”RWA 21X 27217 NN OV IRIPIW 02°nwa 0°1°193 MAawnna onw mann
2972 N 2R 2139 Ran RP17 9”91 02 729X 72ARA DR mM25% 1957 8% 111 991 DT
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And “rivers” are the thoughts about material matters, which are called by the name “rivers” be-
cause they move and flow on, whereas waters are gathered and standing. And all of this cannot ex-
tinguish the love; on the contrary, specifically in them and through them one comes to the level of

the greatest love, namely the level of “with all your might” mentioned above.
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And for this [reason] it says afterward, “If a man would give all the wealth of his house,” etc. “The
wealth of his house” refers to the wisdom of the Torah, which is the explanation and reasons of the
mitzvos, drawn from the level of His blessed wisdom (Chochmah).
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As it is written, “And a river goes out from Eden to water the garden (gan).” For from “Eden,” which
is the level of Chochmah, which is called “Eden,” there “goes out a river” (a term for drawing

down) “to water the garden (gan)”: these are the fifty-three (gan) sidros of the Torah, which are
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the explanation and reasons of the mitzvos. And from them are made the level of the Higher
Garden of Eden and the Lower Garden of Eden, until it descended lower and lower. Their root is
from the level of His blessed Chochmah, which is called the beginning of the chain of descending
worlds (hishtalshelus), and it bears no comparison at all to His blessed essence and being, which is
above the chain of descent.
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And this is [the meaning of] “If a man (ish) would give”: [the word ish] denotes restraints (gevuros)
and contractions (tzimtzumim), as it is written (Exodus 15), “Havayah is a man (ish) of war,” etc.
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For in order that there be drawn from His blessed essence [what is needed]| for the level of

Chochmah to come into being (and it is no more than a radiance and illumination alone), this is

impossible except through many contractions and restraints.
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And this is [the meaning of] “If a man would give all the wealth of his house for love”: this is the
love of “with all your might” explained above, which is to be absorbed into the very body of the

King.
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As it is written, “Whom have I in heaven [but You]? And besides You I desire nothing,” etc.: that he
desires neither the Garden of Eden, etc., which are only a radiance and illumination alone, but
only to be absorbed into the body of the King, which is His blessed essence and being.
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Accordingly, “it would be utterly scorned”: [that is,] “the wealth of his house” mentioned above,

which is no more than a radiance and illumination, etc.; and this suffices for one who understands.

However, all this is the explanation and reasons of the mitzvos, which is the level of the wisdom of

the Torah, drawn from His blessed wisdom, as mentioned above.
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But the very body of the practical mitzvos, such as tefillin and sukkah and the mitzvah of tzedakah
(as it is said (Isaiah 32), “And the deed of tzedakah shall be”), and the like, are His blessed will (rat-
zon), which is above the reason and understanding that are drawn down in the level of Chochmah.
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And because their root is very much higher than the rank of the Torah, etc., therefore they were
clothed specifically in physical things, for [their root] cannot come to the level of comprehension,

etc.
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As our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “For the wise, a hint.” For a very deep matter cannot be re-

vealed in speech, but only by a hint, pointing it out to him with a finger, etc.
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So too the practical mitzvos: because their root is exceedingly lofty, being the inner dimension (pn-
imiyus) of His blessed will, as it were, which is above comprehension, therefore they cannot come
to revelation below except by being clothed specifically in physical things, for “their beginning is

wedged in their end,” specifically.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And these words which I (Anochi) command you today shall be,” etc.

For the whole passage of the reading of the Shema, “Hear, O Israel,” is only contemplation on the

level of His Names, etc.
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And through this [comes]| “And you shall love with all your heart,” etc., until one reaches the level
of the love of “with all your might” mentioned above, which is to be included and to cleave to Him,

in His blessed essence and being itself.
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And this is impossible except through fulfilling His blessed mitzvos specifically, for they are the in-
ner dimension of His blessed will, and “their end is wedged in their beginning.”
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And this is [the meaning of] “which I (Anochi)”: the One Who is “I,” which is His very essence and
being, and not merely at the level of light and radiance, “command you,” through fulfilling the
practical mitzvos specifically, as mentioned above.
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“Today,” etc.: specifically “today,” when the soul is clothed within the body; whereas before it was

clothed in the body, it was only delighting in the radiance of the Shechinah, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And you shall speak (vedibarta) of them”: this is the mitzvah of speak-
ing the words of the Torah. And as it is written, “And you shall utter it,” etc. And the moving of one’s
lips counts as an action, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of| “We have a little sister (achos)”: that she becomes the level of achos,

which is a term of “one” (achas), for she becomes united completely with His blessed essence and

being itself, as it were, through fulfilling the practical mitzvos, as mentioned above.

9217 0192 1PNINRD WY TR 0 10 1778 Don 17°an NX P2 QTRD 21P20N 13°12% WY
1[17an 1) 571y 113

And as it is written, “And His right hand embraces me,” like a person who embraces his fellow
from all sides, etc. And this is [the meaning of] “What shall we do for our sister on the day she is

spoken for (yedubar)”; and this suffices for one who understands.
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An explanation of the above.
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[We need] to understand the matter [stated above], that the prayer of a man of business will be on a
lofty level, etc. This requires understanding: the matter of the descent of the soul, which is the
spark of G-dliness, into this world, into a body and an animal soul (nefesh habahamis), to be con-
stantly preoccupied with thoughts and worries about livelihood, in the vanities of this world.

MIA2 AWIAPNN AT INRPY by PPY TNR RO TR IMD m0A0n LAITA 17070 1

2123953 RITW TIR7 202 NAAR 7Y Ryn aoyn mvyL 551N nonnan wan

And this is a great descent. It must necessarily be said that this descent is for the sake of an ascent:

that after it has descended and been clothed in a body and an animal soul, it can rise higher and

higher through the love of “with all your might” (bechol me’odecha), which is without limit.
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As our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “‘Good’ — this is the angel of life; ‘very’ (me’od) — this is the
angel of death,” etc. And this [comes about] specifically through the love that comes from the ani-

mal soul.
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Just as we see below that the strength of an animal is greater than the strength of a human being,

so too above: our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “In the place where baalei teshuvah stand, the
perfectly righteous [cannot stand],” etc.
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That is to say, [this is| because the level of baalei teshuvah is with greater force (bechila yatir), with

great strength and intensity; and that is because the animal soul is from the level of the World of
Tohu.
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“And these are the kings who reigned,” etc. And the level of Tohu is higher than the level of Tikkun,

as it is written, “who reigned before any king reigned over the children of Israel,” which is the level

of Tikkun.
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And to understand all this: behold, it is stated in the Midrash, “At first it arose in [G-d’s| thought to
create the world with the attribute of judgment; He saw that the world could not endure, [so] He

joined [to it] the attribute of mercy,” etc.
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Now the meaning is not as people commonly suppose, that the attribute of judgment is the aspect
of tzimtzum (contraction) and the withholding of the flow [of beneficence]. For after all, Gevurah is
one of His attributes, blessed be He,
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as it is written (I Chronicles 29), “Yours, O G-d, is the greatness and the might (hagevurah),” which

are the ten Sefiros of Atzilus that give life and bring into being from nothing to something.

17122 °12an Wil 07 .070 R0 QIR0 NP0 pcYw waln KIT 077 °3 (2° 0°127) 2°N3 130 TN

o) TN

Moreover, it is written (Deuteronomy 12), “For the blood is the soul”: the main life-force (chayus)
of a person is the blood. And blood is drawn from the level of Gevurah, the attribute of judgment.
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Rather, the meaning of “the attribute of judgment” is the level of Gevurah, a term that means in-
tensity (tigboros): the power of the life-force from the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) comes with greater
intensity than in the level of Chesed, which is drawn down lower and lower
STIRMD 27 NIN2AN072 07K 7IRM NPT RAW 717123 903 OPRYN 1979 °122 R RIA 5aR
but comes in a manner of coolness. This is not so with the level of Gevurah, in which the life-force
from the Infinite Light comes with exceedingly great intensity.
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Therefore, as a matter of course, when it comes down by way of the chain of descending worlds
(hishtalshelus), it becomes the aspect of judgment: one who is not fit to receive the flow cannot re-

ceive it, because the life-force is drawn with great intensity.
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This is not so with the level of Chesed, in which the life-force comes with coolness; it can be drawn
and spread lower and lower. But the level of Gevurah is the life-force with intensity, the level of the
seven kings, which is the World of Tohu; this is why the ten Sefiros in the World of Tohu are called

by the name “kings.”

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/noach/ 21



TORAH OHR - PARSHAS NOACH - MAAMAR 3 ‘?”Jﬂ ‘?}7 21K

STID°773 RIT NIPNA M2 .0%90 LYY MIRT M7 RIT DT CNAW IR 72290 o Hn 7O
27 MA2ANT2 R2 MR MIRAY IR 727 ¥17°2

According to the Kabbalah it is explained that the level of Tohu is abundant light and few vessels,
and the level of Tikkun is the reverse. “Abundant light” means that the light and the life-force come
with great intensity.
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For all ten Sefiros were in great intensity: for example, in the level of Chesed, the attribute of
Chesed was in great intensity, and so too all ten Sefiros. And also,
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29
therefore there was no inter-inclusion of the attributes (middos), [such that each] would be com-
prised of Chesed and Gevurah, because every level and attribute was with great force and intensity.
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Therefore [each] could not be included with its opposite, and each attribute was by itself. And this
is [the meaning of| “He saw that the world could not endure,”
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for from this there cannot be a rectification of the world. And for the sake of the world’s rectification

there had to be the level of Tikkun, that is, the level of “lines,” the inter-inclusion of the attributes

with one another.
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And this is the level of many vessels and little light, where the light and life-force do not come with
intensity, but [as] the level of Chesed, with coolness; and therefore there can be an inter-inclusion

of Chesed and Gevurah, two opposites.
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As our Sages, of blessed memory, said (in the fifth chapter of Avos): “To make known how great is
the patience before Him, for all the generations kept provoking Him, on and on, until Avraham our
father came,” etc.
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For because the attribute does not come with intensity, there comes about forbearance and pa-
tience. On the contrary, there can be two utter opposites [together],
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as we find at the building of the Holy Temple, that there was exceedingly great joy when Shlomo
said the Song of Songs, [joy] such as there had not been since the day the world was created.
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And as it is written (I Kings 8), “For the glory of G-d filled the House of G-d”: the fire came from
above, that is, the level of the revelation of the Shechinah (Divine Presence) below.
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Thus there was very great joy; and concerning that same time it is said (Jeremiah 32), “For this city

has been to Me [a cause]| of My anger and of My fury from the day that they built it,”

077 DT ANPYY MUY 13°°M TR 12121 NY3 700 099917 °2 1w K¥nI .10 1Y Na nphw ann
nwyn

because he took Pharaoh’s daughter, etc. Thus there were two opposites together at one time and

one moment. And that is because He joined the attribute of mercy, and there came to be
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the World of Tikkun, [in which] there can be inter-inclusion of the attributes with one another:
since the attribute and its revelation do not proceed with abundance and intensity of light, the ves-

sel could therefore contain both aspects together.
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Now the soul of man is from the level of Atzilus, the World of Tikkun; therefore the soul is com-
prised of all the attributes, as explained in the Tanya.
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This is not so with the angels, whose root is from the level of the World of Tohu: the camp of

Michael, the camp of Gavriel, each one a separate line. The camp of Michael is only the level of

love, with very great intensity.
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And the camp of Gavriel is only the level of awe, with great intensity: the prince of water, the prince
of fire. And from this is drawn the level of the Chariot: “the face of a lion on the right,” “the face of

an ox,” etc.
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Now concerning the soul of man, our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “There are three partners in
a person... the Holy One, blessed be He, puts a soul into him.” And the life-force of the soul of ani-

mals and birds is from the level of “the face of a lion,” “the face of an ox,” etc.,
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and their source is from the World of Tohu. And therefore it is said of man, “Behind and before You
have formed me”: from the standpoint of the level of Tikkun, in the chain of descending worlds

(hishtalshelus), the level of man is on a higher rank.
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For the animals fell very, very far down, whereas in their source they are on a higher rank, for they

are from the level of the World of Tohu, “before any king reigned,” etc., as is known.
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Accordingly, the love that comes from the side of the animal soul (nefesh habahamis) is higher and
higher, the level of “with all your might,” which is above the vessel, because it is with greater force
(bechila yatir), coming with great intensity; for the root of the animal soul is from the level of Tohu,
as [explained] above.
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Only, it fell through the Shattering of the Vessels very far down, into physical service, to be sepa-
rate [beings]; but when it is refined and rises up in prayer, then it is with great intensity: the love of
“with all your might.”
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And as our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “And the reason I did not tell you [this] in the evening is
that we had not eaten ox meat,” etc. Thus eating meat gives strength and additional intellect

(mochin) to a person; and as it is written, “And wine gladdens the heart of man.”
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And nevertheless, below, man is on a higher level than they, and there is no comparison, etc.; but
in their root they are higher than the level of man, for they are from the World of Tohu. And accord-

ing to the Kabbalah this is called “the advantage of light [that comes] from darkness” specifically.
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That is, through contemplation in prayer: how he is preoccupied all day long, running after his

livelihood, food and bread, whose life-force (chayus) is from the constellations (mazalos),
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as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “You have no blade of grass below that does not have a con-

9

stellation,” etc. And the constellations are drawn from the level of the seventy princes, and the

princes receive from the guardians of the Ofanim, and the Ofanim receive from the level of

Malchus (sovereignty), as it is written, “Your kingship is a kingship over all worlds.”
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But in relation to His essence and being there is no comparison, for it is only the level of a ray and
a glimmer alone. And this is the matter of the saying of Rabbi Akiva: “If so for those who transgress

His will, then for those who do His will, how much more so!”
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For there is the delight without end. And as it is written, “His splendor is over earth and heaven”:
the level of earth and heaven, [the light that] fills [all worlds] and [the light that] encompasses
[them] (memalei and sovev), is only the level of splendor and radiance; this is not so with “the chil-
dren of Israel, the people close to Him,” [close] to the level of His essence and being, blessed be
He.
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From this his soul will be kindled with intensity, with greater force (bechila yatir), in longing and
desire to cleave to Him, blessed be He; and as it is written, “Whom have I in heaven? And besides

You I desire nothing,” etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “Blessed are You... King of the world, who has sanctified us with His

commandments,” etc.: that which is bestowed and drawn down below, to be [the light that] fills and

[the light that] encompasses [all worlds] (memalei and sovev), is the level of “King of the world,”

and “His kingship rules over all.”
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But the love and longing of the souls of Israel to cleave to Him, blessed be He, in His essence and
being, [is] “who (asher) has sanctified us”; for asher is the level of the supernal delight without end,
a term [as in] “In my happiness (be’oshri),” etc. “Who has sanctified us with His commandments,”

etc.: for through the mitzvos they draw down from the supernal delight, as, for example, tallis, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “For this is as the waters of Noach to Me”: for the servitude of liveli-
hood, as mentioned above, is the level of “the waters of Noach,” as it was in the Flood. For the
meaning is not that the Flood was to remove the wicked from the world,
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for that the Flood of water would not have been needed, since it could have been done in a single

moment.
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As it is written regarding Pharaoh, “And you would have been cut off,” etc. Rather, the Flood was in

order to purify the world, for at first “the earth was filled with violence,” etc.,
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for they drew down kelipos (husks), etc. Therefore the world had to be purified through the level of
purifying waters; and this is the level of rain, “the mighty powers of rain,” which is from the level
of Tohu. For when the rains are drawn down in order and gradation, this is the level of Chesed, and

it makes seeds grow, etc.
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This is not so with the Flood, [whose waters|] came down with Gevurah, that is, with great intensity
and with great force, which is from the level of the World of Tohu, the Chesed of Tohu. To purify the
earth there needed to be an illumination from the level of the World of Tohu, which is higher than
the level of Tikkun; only it was a great and mighty illumination, with great intensity, from the level
of Tohu.
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Therefore “He wiped out all existence,” for they were not fit to receive [it]. And this is [the meaning
of] “And the mountains were covered... fifteen cubits,” etc.
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“Mountains” means the level of Tikkun, the inter-inclusion of the attributes (middos), as [in the
case of] Avraham, who called it “mountain,” etc. And the preoccupations and thoughts of this
world, [which come] from the animal soul, are also from the level of the World of Tohu, and are
called “the waters of Noach,” etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And G-d said to Noach, ‘Come, you and all your household, into the

ark (teivah).’” Teivah is the level of combinations of letters,
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for Noach is the level of Shabbos, as its Targum [renders| “and He ceased” (vayishbos) as “and He
rested” (venach), etc. But the meaning is not cessation in essence, only like a person who rests

from his work.
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And as it is written, “And they rested on the fifteenth,” etc.: rest after war, etc., the level of nach,
rest of the spirit (naycha d’rucha). And there are two levels of nach, two levels of Shabbos: the lower
Shabbos and the higher Shabbos, “the day that is entirely Shabbos.” And the level of prayer is also
called the level of nach, the level of Shabbos.
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And all the weekday prayers are elevated on Shabbos, for on Shabbos is the ascent of the worlds.
For all six days of work are the refinements of the 288 sparks, the level of Malchus (sovereignty)
that descends into [the worlds of| Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, “her feet descend,” etc. And in this

there are various times, such as midnight.
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And all six days of work are the level of the influences of “And G-d said, ‘Let there be light,’” etc.,
“Let there be a firmament.” And on Shabbos, Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah are elevated into the level
of the World of Atzilus (Emanation), the level of Tikkun,
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for “He and His life-force are one, He and His vessels are one”; meaning, chayohi (“His life-force”)
is the lights and garmohi (“His vessels”) are the vessels: all is one in them.
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And as it is written, “Yours, O G-d, is the greatness and the might”: in the level of Atzilus, the levels

of greatness and might are in the level of “Yours,” and are utterly united, the level of Tikkun.
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So too in prayer: all the activity that one does every day, with food or even [with] Torah study, is el-
evated in prayer through the love of “with all your might.”

T9YNOY 98 NAW 12190 010 7190 [xi2b Thye] YR IR UOER S22 P02 DODYNNY IRNN DAY 1N

KDY 71237 19ynD ¥R N2

And this is the lower Shabbos, in which Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah are elevated into the level of

Atzilus. But in the Time to Come there will be “the day that is entirely Shabbos,” meaning that the
level of Atzilus will be elevated higher and higher, and not
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as now, when after Shabbos there must be a weekday, that is, the level of Atzilus refines Beriah,

Yetzirah and Asiyah; but in the Time to Come the level of Atzilus will be elevated, and it will no

longer be necessary to refine Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah,
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for “I will remove the spirit of impurity,” and “He will swallow up death,” etc.; “A woman of valor is
the crown of her husband,” and “A female shall surround a male,” as explained elsewhere; and this
will suffice for one who understands.
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And this is the explanation of the verse: “Many waters” are the preoccupations of this world, which
are from the level of the World of Tohu; “and rivers” are the thoughts, which flow like the waters of

ariver that move along and go,
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for in the level of Tohu there are also two levels, waters and rivers; [yet they| “cannot extinguish the
love” that comes from the power of the G-dly soul (nefesh ha’Elokis) with intensity: “and besides

You I desire nothing,” etc.
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“If a man would give all the wealth of his house for love, it would be utterly scorned.” Meaning: “his
house” is the level of Chochmah (wisdom), [as in] “With wisdom a house is built.”
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“The wealth of his house” is the inner dimension (pnimiyus), as it is written, “And with knowledge
the chambers are filled with all precious and pleasant wealth”; and this is the level of the reasons of
the Torah, and this is the level of the higher and lower Gan Eden; and “the Torah issues from
Chochmah.”
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“If a man would give” — the level of “a man of war”: for [the ability] to have the level of Chochmah,

to delight in the radiance of the Shechinah (Divine Presence) in the manner of comprehension, is

only the level of a ray and a glimmer alone; and it is
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through the level of “a man of war,” which is the many contractions (tzimtzumim), until there can
be the level of Chochmah, the radiance of the Shechinah. But the level of the love mentioned above

[is] “and besides You I desire nothing,” etc.:
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not for the sake of receiving a reward, that is, the World to Come, the higher Gan Eden, etc., but
rather “You” (ve’immecha), to His essence and being, blessed be He: to Him and not to His

attributes.
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And how can one draw down the level of His essence and being? It is through the mitzvos: for the
613 mitzvos of the Torah and the seven mitzvos of the Rabbis are 620 pillars of light, the numerical

value of Keser (the Crown).
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For just as a pillar [extends]| from above to below, so too the mitzvos are from the level of Gulgalta,

the level of Keser, the intermediary between the Emanator and the emanated. For how can one

draw down from His essence and being, blessed be He, below? It is through the mitzvos, “the 248

limbs of the King,”
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and as it is written, “And His right hand embraces me” — like the analogy of one who embraces a

person out of love for his inner self, because he is exceedingly wise and the like; only he cannot

grasp him except
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through the body and its limbs. So too, as it were, through the mitzvos, the 248 commandments,

one can draw down His essence and being, for they are His will, blessed be He.
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And this is [the meaning of] “to be absorbed in the body of the King”: this is the level of the
mitzvos. And this is what we say in the Shema: “Hear, O Israel, Havayah is our G-d” — the union of
Abba and Imma (Chochmah and Binah), “two companions,” etc.; “Havayah is One” — the union of

Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes) and Nukva (the feminine / Malchus).
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“Blessed be the name of the glory of His kingdom forever and ever” — the lower unity (yichuda
tata’ah). And all this is the level of union, that is, when it is drawn below and they become one. This
is not so with the performance of the mitzvos: “And these words which I (anochi) command you to-
day shall be.”
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Anochi is the level of Keser (the Crown), through “and you shall speak of them”; for speech in

Torah is also a positive commandment.
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And this is [the meaning of] “If a man would give all the wealth of his house” — the level of the high-

er and lower Gan Eden, the level of Chochmah, the reasons of the Torah — “it would be utterly

scorned,”
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for it is only the level of a ray and a glimmer alone; but “for love” — “and besides You I desire noth-

ing,” etc. —which is to Him and not to His attributes, to His essence and being, blessed be He.
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And this is [the meaning of] “We have a little sister.” Meaning: for now she is called “this is my
beloved,” etc.; but when she is elevated higher and higher through the mitzvos, into His essence
and being, she is called “my sister” (achosi), a term [as in] “and they do not join (me’achin)” and

“the joining (ichuy) of Alexandria.”
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For they become truly one, “awoman of valor is the crown of her husband,” and there she is called
the level of “little,” a single point. For when she receives from the level of Chochmah, [this is]

called “great is Your faithfulness,”
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and as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “When is He great? When He is in the city of our G-d,”

that is, when there are many influences and flows; this is not so when the level of Malchus will be

elevated higher and higher, to be “the crown of her husband”: then she is the level of a single

point.
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(And see the Ra’aya Mehemna, Parshas Terumah, folio 158a: “And she is a crown on His head,
from the side of the segolta.”) And as is known, a single higher point includes all the levels of the
lower, as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “The feet of the Chayos correspond to all of them; the

legs of the Chayos,” etc.
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“And she has no breasts.” Meaning: for now [the flow] is drawn and bestowed below, into the cham-
bers of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, and “His kingship rules over all”; this is not so above: “since it

is busy swallowing, it does not emit” — it is not drawn and bestowed at all.
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“What shall we do for our sister on the day she is spoken for?” Meaning: for below, [it is] “And G-d
spoke,” etc., “the word of a king is authority,”
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that is, the level of speech is a configuration (partzuf) by itself, which leads and draws down to oth-
ers; this is not so above, “that she is spoken for,” a passive level, in which the speech is not by itself

but only “in her,” for it is not drawn down below.
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“And G-d said: Behold, they are one people, and one
language for them all”
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“And G-d said: Behold, [they are] one people, and one language for them all,” etc., “and now noth-
ing will be withheld from them,” etc.
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At first glance this is puzzling: how could nothing be withheld from them against His will, blessed

be He? “Who is it that spoke and it came to be, if G-d did not command it?” Also, what were their

thoughts in making a tower “with its top in the heavens”? For all this is puzzling.
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But in the Likkutei Torah of Rabbi Chaim Vital, of blessed memory, he writes concerning the gen-
eration of the Dispersion that their intention was to draw down to themselves a flow of good by
compulsion, through the power of using the [holy] Names, even though they were not good, etc.;
see there.
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The explanation of the matter will be understood from what is written in the writings of the Arizal
and in the Pardes concerning the seven Names that may not be erased: the Name Kel in Chesed

(kindness), the Name Elokim in Gevurah (restraint), and the Name Havayah in Tiferes (beauty).
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The explanation is that this refers to the vessels of Chesed, Gevurah and Tiferes; for the light in all
of them is from the Name Havayah, and only in the vessels is it the Name Kel in Chesed, etc.
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But in Tiferes, even in the vessel, the Name Havayah shines (and see what is written in Parshas Bo

on the verse “On that very day”). [We need] to understand this: why in Tiferes is the vessel, too,

from the level of the Name Havayah, which is not so in the other Sefiros?
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And [we need] to understand what is said in the discourse “Eliyahu opened”: “You are He Who
brought forth ten tikkunim (rectifications), and we call them ten Sefiros ... Chesed, the right arm,

etc.; Chochmah (wisdom), the brain; Binah (understanding), the heart,” etc.
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“And each Sefirah has a known name, etc., but You have no known name. You are wise, but not
with a known wisdom; You understand, but not with a known understanding.”
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For first it mentioned Chochmah and Binah — “Chochmah, the brain, and Binah, the heart” — so
what does it mean when it says afterwards, “You are wise”? For it does not mean “You are wise” in
the sense that He is clothed in that very level of Chochmah it mentioned first, which is one of the

ten Sefiros.
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For from its saying, “And each Sefirah has a known name, but You have no known name; You are
wise,” this indicates that the meaning of “You are wise” is also in the sense of “You have no known

name.”
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Now, as the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, clothes itself in the ten Sefiros of Atzilus (Em-
anation), He, blessed be He, is then called by a name according to the Sefirah in which He is
clothed,
021 0°21 K17 NAR *°12 120° 7°KR I”KY .10 T0M2 SR Ow 971971 N19°IR2 MR YW 077193 wUnI
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as is written at length in the Pardes, in the Gate of the Names, and as [stated]| above: the Name Kel
in Chesed, etc. If so, how is it possible [to speak of] the level of “You are wise,” and also “You have
no known name”?
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Rather, the meaning is this: it first said, “You are One, but not in number”; and although “You

brought forth ten tikkunim,” which are the ten Sefiros of the Tikkun of Atzilus, in which each

Sefirah is a level distinct from the others — Chochmah, Chesed, etc. —
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then one might have thought that in the Essence, too, there are, G-d forbid, likewise distinct levels,
Chochmah, Chesed, etc. To this it says that it is not so; for the level of “You are wise” is “but not

with a known wisdom.”
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That is to say: the Chochmah of Atzilus is called “a known wisdom.” Although it too is in truth far,

far above the essence of the Chochmah of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah (Creation, Formation and

Action), nevertheless, since
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it is their source and root, it is called “a known wisdom.” That is, there it is the level of actual ves-

sels: Chochmah has a vessel of its own, Binah [a vessel] of its own.
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And this is specifically in the ten Sefiros of Atzilus. But that of which [it says] “You are wise” is not
with a known wisdom at all — so much so that the coming into being of the Chochmah of Atzilus

from the level of “You are wise” is
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in the manner of coming into being as something from nothing (yesh me’ayin), and not [in the
manner of| cause and effect at all; and not like the coming into being of the Chochmah of Beriah,
Yetzirah and Asiyah from the Chochmah of Atzilus, which is also called the chain of descent (hish-
talshelus). This is why the Chochmah of Atzilus is called “a known wisdom.” And how is it

“known”?
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Only because the Chochmah of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah came into being from it by way of hish-
talshelus, and it is revealed and known — therefore the Chochmah of Atzilus, too, is called “a

known wisdom.”
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And it is like the way that Adam of Atzilus is called Adam of Asiyah. But the level of “You are wise” is
not with a known wisdom; and this is what is called, in the language of the Pardes, “the ten Sefiros
hidden in their Emanator,” of which it said, “You are wise,” etc.
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This matter is fully of one piece with what is written in Etz Chaim: that there are Akudim, Nekudim
and Berudim. That is, in Akudim all ten Sefiros are bound together in one vessel, and there is no
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division there at all into ten Sefiros; in Nekudim they were divided into ten points; and Berudim is
the World of Tikkun (Rectification), the level of partzufim (configurations), etc. And this is what

Eliyahu said: “You are He Who brought forth ten tikkunim,” which are the ten Sefiros of Berudim.
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However, their root and source, which is the level of Akudim — there they are literally in one vessel,
all the levels, Chochmah and Binah, etc. This is because they are far, far above the essence of the
known levels of Chochmah and Binah of Atzilus.
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(And the coming into being of the Chochmah and Binah of Atzilus is something from nothing, that
is, through the tzimtzum (contraction) of Adam Kadmon and the tzimtzum of the Beard, until Abba
and Imma draw nourishment only from the level of the hairs, etc.; whereas from Atzilus to Beriah it
is only through a parsa (partition), which is not of the order of these contractions between Adam

Kadmon and Atzilus; and therefore it is called hishtalshelus.)
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Therefore they are called by the name “the hidden ten Sefiros.” This will be understood by way of

analogy: the powers of the soul that clothe themselves in the limbs of the body are divided, each

power a distinct entity of its own, and in a particular limb of its own.

n91 M2 Pawn no mn 0°19°%y Ninoa 191 .0°7°2 AWwWYnn 121 1R Ay Rwa 133 1°Y2 7°KR"° 12
.2%2 i

The power of sight is in the eye, the power of hearing in the ear, and the power of action in the
hands. And so too among the higher powers: the power of intellect is in the brain, and the power of

the emotive attributes (middos) in the heart.
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Now all these powers are drawn and spread forth from the one soul, which is a single essence. If so,
the distinct powers mentioned above, when they were still included in the soul, were certainly all in

literally one inclusion, without any division, just as the soul is a single essence.
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And how can this be? Do we not see that sight and hearing are two levels different from one anoth-
er? Rather, it must certainly be that when
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these powers were in the soul, they were in a state infinitely finer and more spiritual than after-
wards, when they are in the physical body — so much so that there they are all united as if they

were literally only one thing.
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In the same way the analogue will be understood: the ten Sefiros of Atzilus are each a level in a ves-

sel of its own — Chochmah a level of its own, and Chesed of its own, etc.
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But in their root, at the level of the hidden ten Sefiros, they are in a state infinitely finer and more

exalted, so much so that there they are all literally only one thing; and this is [the meaning of] their

being Akudim, [bound together] in literally one vessel.

555 979¥Y2 115K MIKXRT ARonw 9% 1% [ ) PR QP 0°737 W O TOM MO0 I¥RAY N
LY 11200 °Pan RONw 57103 QOTIPYT 12007 NN

And the fact that in Atzilus Chochmah and Chesed are two things different from each other is be-
cause the Chochmah of Atzilus bears no comparison at all to the essence of the Chochmah of

Akudim, and, as [stated] above, it is what is called “a known wisdom.”
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Now afterwards the level of the World of Nekudim was drawn forth, and there each Sefirah is on its
own, and they are ten points. That is, they had already descended in a great descent from the rank
of the ten Sefiros of Akudim, which are all one thing, as [stated] above — which is not so in the ten

Sefiros of Nekudim; and this is like the level of “a known wisdom,” etc.
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(And so the greatness of the contraction and the descent is understood: for besides the fact that in
Akudim and the hidden ten Sefiros they were at a much greater elevation, so much so that it is

called “wise, but not with a known wisdom,” as [stated] above,
597 ”IY 701 %02 NoWninl O’ J'I1i75f'l3'1ﬂ D O3 1PRIKR "593 1513&7 11°2 QN7 °2 DR 7Y 0
112 1121 PR QNAT 19°2 gy s1p3] Y702 1220 N2 R 710 NINaan [Ma°20 "wyn] OV 55 M e

1729 995 [y 2102] Y702

there is this besides: since there they are all in one vessel and there is no division in them at all,
then in drawing forth the level of Chochmah, for example, all the hidden ten Sefiros are present in
it together, and not the level of Chochmah on its own, since there Chochmah is not a level on its

own, by itself, at all.
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Rather, all the hidden ten Sefiros are literally one thing. If so, it is not at all fitting to speak of draw-
ing forth Chochmah on its own, but only of drawing forth the thing called the hidden ten Sefiros,
etc., together.
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Whereas in the level of the ten Sefiros of Nekudim it was contracted, so that Chochmah is drawn

forth as literally one level alone, and likewise Chesed, etc.
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And so it is understood that the level of Chochmah on its own bears no comparison at all to the lev-
el that includes all ten Sefiros literally together — just as, by way of analogy, a single letter separat-
ed from the word lemishpechoseichem (“by your families”) bears no comparison to the whole

word, when all the letters were together.
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This is besides the fact that this level of Chochmah, when it is on its own, is called “a known wis-
dom,” whereas the Chochmah of the ten Sefiros of Akudim is called “wise, but not with a known
wisdom.” And to this, too, “You are One, but not in number” applies, since there there is no divi-

sion into ten Sefiros, as [stated] above.
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Nevertheless, the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, itself is far, far above the level of
Akudim; for even Akudim is called Adam of Beriah relative to the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be

”»

He. And see what is written on [the verse] “You shall keep My Sabbaths,
Shabbos and the higher Shabbos.)

concerning the lower
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And in the same way |[is] the difference between the illumination of the kav (line of light) and the
reshimu (impression) that remained after the tzimtzum (contraction) and the vacated space. For
the illumination of the kav shines in each world according to its measure, but the reshimu is the

level that includes all the worlds.
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(This requires further study, for it is explained in several places that the kav is much higher than
the reshimu. And see in Iggeres HaKodesh, the discourse “He and His life-force”: the illumination

of the kav, and a glimmer of a glimmer, and a glimmer of a glimmer of a glimmer, etc.)
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Now in the World of Nekudim there was the shattering of the vessels, which is the matter of the
World of Tohu (chaos); that is because they were only in the state of points, each a level on its own.
And afterwards the World of Berudim is the World of Tikkun (rectification), in which they became
partzufim (configurations), which is to be a state of inclusion,
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so that Chochmah would not be on its own, but would also be included of all ten Sefiros, and it is
called the partzuf of Abba; and likewise the partzuf of Z’eir Anpin, whose essence is the level of the
emotive attributes (middos),
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but they were all included together, and the mochin (intellect) of Abba and Imma, too, shine within
them. And this is a surpassing advantage over the level of Nekudim, where each level was only on

its own: Chesed by itself and Gevurah by itself.
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But in Tikkun there is inclusion and joining (as, by way of analogy, the joining of letters that were
separate so that they combine together into words. Nevertheless, this is not like the level of

Akudim, where they were all literally one thing, so much so that they were only in one vessel;
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whereas in Berudim each Sefirah has a vessel of its own, only that they are included of all ten
Sefiros, etc. Nevertheless, through this inclusion a supernal illumination from the Infinite One,
blessed be He, shines in them; for the Infinite Light, blessed be He, shines and is drawn specifical-

ly in a place where there is joining and inclusion.
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So too below: “Male and female He created them,” and through this, “and He blessed them” —
through the inclusion, etc. And so too, when ten are joined together they say a matter of holiness,

for “over every ten the Shechinah rests” —which is not so if these ten were each on their own, etc.)
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And this is through the Name Mah that shines in the World of Tikkun, whose root is above the level
of Nekudim; for it is the Name Mah of Adam Kadmon, which is the level of the all-inclusive light, in
the manner mentioned above regarding Akudim. Therefore from it the Tikkun is drawn forth, so

that inclusion comes about in Berudim.
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That is, the Name Mah is the level of self-nullification (bittul), from the expression “and what (mah)
are we?” — and the inclusion is drawn forth because of the bittul before the Infinite Light, blessed
be He. Therefore, through the Name Mah, the inclusion in the ten Sefiros of Tikkun also comes

about, etc.
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From this it will be understood why in Tiferes the vessel, too, is from the level of the Name
Havayah, which is not so in the vessels of Chesed and Gevurah. For the essence of the inclusion
that comes about in the World of Tikkun is
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through the middle line, which is the level of Tiferes, the attribute of Yaakov — “the completion of

9

the Patriarchs,” “a dweller of tents” —which joins Chesed and Gevurah.
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Therefore Yaakov drew forth the level of akudim, nekudim and berudim [— “streaked, speckled
and spotted”]: he drew from the level of Akudim into Berudim as well, through the Name Mah, so

that there would be inclusion, etc.
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Therefore Tiferes is called “a sign of truth” (see the Zohar, at the beginning of Parshas Vayikra),
because it joins and brings about inclusion, so that the attributes, Chesed and Gevurah, should not

be opposed to one another.
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Now, “the great, the mighty” is the level of Chesed and Gevurah, and “the awesome” is the level of

Tiferes; and it has an added vav: “and the awesome” (ve-hanora),
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[meaning]| that a supernal flow is drawn down, through which the inclusion comes about — as in
the matter mentioned above, that the Tikkun and the inclusion come through drawing down the
Name Mah. And so of Yaakov it is said, “How (mah) awesome is this place!”
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And this is why in the vessel of Tiferes the Name Havayah shines, which is an illumination greater
and more exalted than in the vessels of Chesed and Gevurah. That is,
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through the Name Havayah the level of inclusion is drawn forth; and this is [the meaning of] what
is said, “Havayah is One” (and see what is written on [the verse] “to execute the vengeance of
Havayah upon Midian”).
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Now the Torah is called “the Torah of Havayah,” for of the Torah it is written, “and all its paths are
peace”; and as it is written, “Or let him take hold of My strength, that he may make peace with Me,”
etc. —
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peace in the heavenly household and in the earthly household: that there be the level of inclusion
and unification of the Sefiros and the chambers (heichalos), and through this the revelation of the
Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, will be drawn down. And this inclusion is through self-
nullification (bittul).
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And this is the foundation of the entire Torah: to be the nullification of the “something” into the
“nothing.” And all three things on which the world stands — namely Torah, service and acts of
kindness — are all, in their essence, the nullification of the “something” into the “nothing.” And

through bittul the inclusion comes about, which is not so at the level of “something,” etc.
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Now the generation of the Dispersion said, “And let us make ourselves a name, lest we be

scattered,” etc. The meaning is that they, too, wanted to receive the flow from the level of the Name
Havayah, which is a supernal drawing-down.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And let us make ourselves a name, lest we be scattered”: that is, they
did not want the flow to be drawn to them from a level lower in rank, from which the external
forces draw their nourishment — for their nourishment is from the hind-part of the Name Elokim,
and therefore they are called “other gods” (elokim acherim), etc.
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For this is the entire essence of the superiority of the World of Tikkun: that it is the level of inclu-
sion. Therefore of Yaakov it is said, “seventy soul” (nefesh), in the singular; which is not so in the

World of Tohu, where, because there was no inclusion, the shattering of the vessels followed.
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However, they knew that to receive from the World of Tikkun is through the nullification of the
“something,” as [explained]| above concerning the Tikkun through the Name Mah; and they did not
want this.
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And as is written in the Likkutei Torah of Rabbi Chaim Vital, of blessed memory: that they wanted
to go in the stubbornness of their heart, and nevertheless have a flow of good drawn to them, etc.

Therefore they cleverly contrived to make the tower and the city.

AYDWM N2 02 19°Wn° 175y 57y 0933Y 130 NPAY 017393 P00 MITART YW 139N R
[0 owa] NP DT 71027 0 79777 K2 OK AR (000 53 by] §7OY DoY)

That is, they took counsel that through the unity there would be among them — to be “joined to-

gether [though] to idols” — through this they would draw to themselves good and a material flow at

least, even if they would not have bittul and the service of G-d, blessed be He.
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That is, they knew, through the power of using the supernal Names, that in a state of inclusion a
most supernal light shines — as explained above concerning Akudim in one vessel, which is a very
high level and rank, above the World of Tohu and the World of Tikkun.
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Therefore they said, “And let us make ourselves a name”: that they would draw also from the Name

Havayah, that is, from the place that includes the entire chain of descent (hishtalshelus) equally,

which is an all-inclusive light, as [stated] above,
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and they would not need to be subdued under the holiness of the World of Tikkun of Atzilus, from
which it is impossible for them to receive except from the level of the outer dimension
(chitzoniyus), etc.
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That is, through the unity and inclusion there would be among them. Therefore they made the city
and the tower: that is, it was a sign for them that they would not separate one from another,
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for they were shepherds, this one going here and that one going there; therefore they made a city
and a tall tower, so that they would all gather there and not separate one from another, as Rabbi
Avraham ibn Ezra writes.
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And according to the spiritual [dimension] too, the matter of the city and the tower was for the pur-
pose of joining and unification (see the Zohar, Parshas Noach, pages 74 and 75).
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And this is what the Holy One, blessed be He, said: “Behold, [they are] one people, and one lan-
guage for them all,” etc., “and now nothing that they have schemed to do will be withheld from
them.”
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The meaning is: because in truth, through inclusion and joining, [a flow] is drawn from a most su-

pernal place — as it is written, “joined together [though] to idols,” etc. —
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then “nothing will be withheld from them,” etc. And if so, then, G-d forbid, they would draw the wa-
ters that go forth from the House of G-d to the privy, etc.,
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the lewd woman, etc. — since they were walking in the stubbornness of their heart, etc., and did not
want to accept bittul and the yoke.
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(And this is akin to what is written, “lest he put forth his hand and take also from the Tree of Life,
and eat, and live forever”; and this is not fitting, since he had already been blemished through the
Tree of Knowledge. If so, he would draw this strength of the Tree of Life into the sitra achra (the

other side) and strengthen evil, as is written elsewhere; and so it is here.)
Or2 WO 0opUTER 01101 .ODIYY ARIM 47 RIT QOYWAD 1D 1D onDw 7931 137 10 5N
1997 9715 1%y DIpRR qwnI MRINIT 7Y 00 0RIYD IR 09 ORI (720 owns] R PInan

171992 P 9o R aYewn

Therefore, “Come, let us confound their language,” etc. “Dispersion for the wicked is pleasant for
them and pleasant for the world”; and gathering for the righteous, who have bittul to G-d, blessed
be He, is pleasant for them and pleasant for the world — for through inclusion [a flow] is drawn

from a supernal place, as [explained] above. And therefore peace is the vessel that holds blessing.
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