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An explanation of the verse, “And under His feet, like the work of a brick of sapphire,” etc. Now, it
is known that in the order of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus), Malchus (sovereignty)
of the World of Atzilus (Emanation) becomes Keser (the Crown) for the World of Beriah (Creation),
and Malchus of Beriah [becomes Keser] for the World of Yetzirah (Formation), etc.,
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from above to below. If so, from below to above, Beriah as a whole is considered, relative to Atzilus,
only the level of Netzach, Hod and Yesod, “outside the body” (lebar migufa).
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For the level of Chesed (kindness) is the level of the essence of the attribute, when the level of the
intellect (mochin) shines in it. It is the level of love that comes through contemplation, etc., for

through the level of the intellect the stirring of love and awe comes about of itself, etc.
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Therefore it is called by the name “the right arm” (dero’a yemina), like the hands and the arms,

which show the movements of joy when a person’s mind is absorbed in joy, without his thinking

any thought about how to make the movement.
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As it is written, “with two he would fly,” on its own and of itself, etc. And as it says in the Zohar,

Parshas Mishpatim (page 122b): “The head of the King is arrayed in Chesed (kindness) and

Gevurah (restraint),” etc.
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Netzach (victory), however, is the level of the outflow of the attribute without reason and intellect
(mochin): the level of prevailing (nitzuach), which is the level of natural love, [as in] “a son is his
father’s leg” (bera kar’a de’avuha). And it is called the level of “legs,” “outside the body,”
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and although the legs, too, show the movements of joy, in dancing at the time of one’s joy, that is

through one’s thinking how to dance, and not of itself, as with the hands.
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Now, Netzach, Hod and Yesod of Adam Kadmon end in the World of Asiyah (Action), etc. And the
partzufim (configurations) of Iggulim (Circles) and Yosher (Uprightness) end before the partition
(parsa) between the World of Atzilus (Emanation) and the World of Beriah (Creation); except that
Netzach, Hod and Yesod of Adam Kadmon break through the partition and are enclothed in Beriah,
Yetzirah (Formation) and Asiyah, etc.
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For the concept of Adam Kadmon is the level of the thought “I shall reign” (ana emloch); for in that
primordial thought was the entire purpose of the order of the chain of descending worlds (hishtal-
shelus), down to the end of Asiyah, so that there should be subjugation (iskafya) and transforma-
tion (is’hapcha), etc.
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Therefore the level of Adam Kadmon is able to be enclothed in Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, etc.
And therefore even the lowest of the low and those of the least worth can give up their lives for the
sanctification of the Name (kiddush Hashem).
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That is because Netzach, Hod and Yesod of Adam Kadmon end and are enclothed there, at the end
of Asiyah, etc. (See also what is written in the discourse beginning “For the conductor, on the
sheminis.”)
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Now, the difference between the World of Atzilus (Emanation) and the World of Beriah (Creation) is
that in Atzilus “He and His life-force and His organs are all one”: the lights and the vessels are not

limited.
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In Beriah, however, angels and souls are created [beings]| and limited. Now Moshe, who was of the
level of Atzilus, “approached Havayah”: the level of the lights of Atzilus.
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The seventy elders, however, saw and grasped only the level of “under His feet”: what descends be-
low the Throne, the level of Adam Kadmon
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as it is enclothed in Beriah. For the level of the Throne is the level of the partition (parsa) that sepa-

rates between Atzilus and Beriah: kisei (throne) [is] kes alef [the covering of the alef], etc.
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Likewise Yechezkel saw only in the World of Beriah (Creation), as it is written, “And upon the like-

i

ness of the throne was a likeness like the appearance of a man,” etc., which is in Beriah [and]

limited.
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For Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes) is called by the name Adam (“man”): a division into lines,
etc. Chochmah (wisdom) and Binah (understanding), however, which are a radiance of the Infinite
Light (Or Ein Sof), are not called by the name Adam.
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And in general, the World of Atzilus (Emanation) is Chochmah, etc. Therefore “like the appearance
of a man” refers to the level of Netzach, Hod and Yesod of Adam Kadmon as it is enclothed within
Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, etc.
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“Like the work of a brick of sapphire, and like the essence of the heavens for purity.” Now, it is

known that [the Name] Mah refines and [the Name] Ban is refined, etc. Mah is the level of essential

self-nullification (bittul be’etzem), and Ban is the level of the self-nullification of something exis-

tent (bittul hayesh); and the camp of Michael, love, is the level of something existent (yesh) [that

comes] to be in the level of essential self-nullification.
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And the two levels, the level of Mah and the level of Ban, have something that brings them to reve-
lation: the Name Mah and the Name Ban, which is the level of letters that bring to revelation the es-
sential self-nullification or the self-nullification of something existent.
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Now, the power of the letters of the Name Mabh is called “stones”: “two stones,” etc., for a stone is a
creation by the hands of Heaven.
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Even (“stone”) [is] alef [and] ban (for the Name Mah is the spelling-out with alefs), which are made
by the hands of Heaven. And bricks are a creation by the hands of man: they are made from mud

and earth and burned in a kiln, and they become hard as stone and fit for building.
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This is the meaning of what is written, “For like the four winds of the heavens I have spread [you],”
etc. And Israel went into exile only in order to add the strength of raising the seventy languages to
the Holy Tongue.
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As it is written, “I am a wall” — this is the Torah: for from the letters of the seventy languages, too,
there is made the level of “a wall — this is the Torah.” As we find with the Tannaim and Amoraim,
who spoke in the Gemara in the Aramaic language: “Hachi hashta?” (“Is that so now?”), “I amras

bishlama” (“It is well if you say”), etc.
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So too, we translate the Torah into our own language, a foreign tongue (la’az), which is a matter of
raising the foreign tongue to the Holy Tongue. Except that one must first burn them in the Shema:

“with all your heart and with all your soul,” etc.
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For out of all the words that are spoken in every language, [there is| commerce, so that from the
commerce food and drink are made, and by the strength of that eating one prays and recites the

Shema, etc.; through this the letters are burned, and through this they become fit for building.
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As it is written of the generation of the Dispersion, who were split into seventy languages: they said,

9

“Come, let us make bricks and burn them thoroughly,” “and the brick served them as stone,” etc.

And it is called “a brick of sapphire”: sapphire-bright and shining, etc.
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Now, Moshe was in the World of Atzilus (Emanation), and there, there is no level of “brick” at all;
rather, everything is the level of “stones.” For in Atzilus “He and His life-force and His organs are
all one,” and the level of “brick,” which is the level of the self-nullification of something existent

(bittul hayesh), has no place there.
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But Nadav and Avihu and the seventy elders, who were from the World of Beriah (Creation), saw
how “the brick of sapphire” [is] the letters of the Name Ban, the self-nullification of something

existent.
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And “the essence of the heavens” [is] the letters of the Name Mah. For “heavens” is the level of

Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes), the Name Mah; and “the essence of the heavens” is the level of
the letters of the Name Mah coming to the Supernal Purity (tehiru ila’ah), which, according to
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the explanation of Emek HaMelech, is above the level of Adam Kadmon, as it says in the Zohar, “He
engraved engravings in the Supernal Purity,” etc. And according to the Kabbalah of Rabbi Chaim
Vital, it is Adam Kadmon. That is because “their end is wedged in their beginning,” and “the end of
the deed is in the thought,” etc.
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“And against the nobles of the Children of Israel He did not send forth His hand.” For Nadav and
Avihu and the seventy elders were from the World of Beriah (Creation), like all of Israel who were in
that generation, except that they were the distinguished ones of that generation: [“nobles” is] an ex-

pression [as in] “and from its nobles I called you,” the level of Atzilus within Beriah.
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“He did not send forth His hand”: they did not merit to grasp the level of the supernal hands above
the Throne, as they are joined to and adjacent to the head, as it says in the Zohar, “The head of the

King is arrayed in Chesed (kindness) and Gevurah (restraint),” etc.
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Moshe and Aharon, however, whose root was from the World of Atzilus (Emanation) — “This is
Aharon and Moshe,” “This is Moshe and Aharon” — are of the seven shepherds, etc. And likewise
the Patriarchs, who are the Chariot (merkavah), being of the level of Atzilus, grasped the level of

the supernal hands as well, etc.
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“And they beheld Elokim, and they ate and drank.” “They beheld” (vayechezu) is a term of the

Targum [language], the level of the back (achorayim), for they saw and grasped only the level of

Elokim.
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For “a sun and a shield is Havayah Elokim,” and in the Time to Come He will take the sun out of its

sheath, etc. “And they ate and drank” is the level of the eating and drinking that is in the World of

Beriah (Creation): feminine waters (mayin nukvin) and masculine waters (mayin duchrin), Mah

and Ban, etc.
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For the life-force from eating is from above to below: the food goes down to the stomach and is
cooked in the liver and rises to the heart and the brain, and from there it gives life by way of de-
scent, for a power descends from the brain to the heart, to open and to close, so that the blood

spreads through all the limbs in the manner of running and returning (ratzo vashov), etc.
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But the blood itself does not rise to the brain, because of its coarseness and thickness, while the

sinews and vessels of the brain are very fine.
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This is the action of drinking: to soften the blood and thin it, and then there rises from the blood
only something fine, a mere power, a moisture, to the brain, to strengthen it. This is life-force by

way of ascent, and it is the level of feminine waters and masculine waters,
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as it says in the Zohar on [the verse] “I am asleep”: in exile, which is the matter of the departure of
the intellect (mochin) from Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes), because there is no raising of fem-

inine waters from below.
»D2 Y1) 0°MaR2 LYANTY 919° 070 PRY 2% 1190 JDIIRY AR RPX2 MY 0IX 9197 199

(*19 0°M PP2PYT 3787 07anaR Nawnn

Therefore a person can die of thirst even though he eats. That is because the blood cannot spread
through the limbs. (See the Rambam’s Commentary on the Mishnah, beginning of chapter 3 of

Eruvin, [on the words] “and the water,” etc.)
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Of Moshe, however, it is written, “Bread he did not eat and water he did not drink,” etc., for he was
nourished from the level of the eating and drinking that is in the World of Atzilus (Emanation).
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As it is written, “I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey,” etc., “Eat, friends; drink and become
drunk,” these being the level of Chochmah (wisdom) and Binah (understanding), which are called
eating and drinking. Chochmah is the level of eating, the level of a point: “and His arrow shall go
forth like lightning.”
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And the level of Binah (understanding) is called drinking because it broadens and enlarges with
breadth, so that from one statement there comes breadth and expansion. It is like the analogy of
the drop, which is the level of a point, and it grows in the mother’s womb through remaining in the

mother’s womb for nine months, so as to be in the form of limbs, etc.
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As is known, the level of Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes) is “three included within three,” and
afterward it grows to be six extremities, and each one is included of all of them, so as to be “eleh,”
the letters of “Leah”: “Leah bore six sons,” etc. And afterward it grows to be included of ten, which

makes sixty.
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And it grows further, to be included ten of ten, up to sixty myriads. This is through the level of
Binah (understanding), Imma (the Mother), who makes them grow, as is explained elsewhere.
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And this is the level of the Written Torah and the Oral Torah: for the Written Torah is called bread:

“Come, eat of my bread”; “it holds two yuds,” etc.

INIY OYY KD3 RIT 77902 % 19 NP%O% 0D WYY wURD MIZNN nRyv f1° N2 97yawin na
.OyviT 73w PN

And the level of the Oral Torah is the level of Binah (understanding), the reasons (ta’amei) of the
mitzvos, as it is written, “and they shall make for themselves tzitzis,” etc. For in the Torah it is with-
out a reason, and our Sages, of blessed memory, came and explained the reason for it.
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And so too, “What is the reason of Rabbi Meir?” “What is the reason of Rabbi Akiva?” etc.
Therefore it is called by the name “drinking,” for with drinking, one can drink even when he is not

thirsty,
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and that is because of the taste (ta’am) of the drink. With eating, however, one can eat only when he

is hungry, for in bread there is no taste.
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This is [the meaning of] Chochmah (wisdom) and Binah (understanding): eating is Chochmabh,

which is only a point, and drinking is called Binah, which is breadth; and this suffices for one who

understands. And in general, the Torah is called eating, the level of drawing down masculine wa-

ters (mayin duchrin).
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And prayer is the level of drinking, the level of raising feminine waters (mayin nukvin). And it is

written, “Pour out your heart like water before the face of G-d.” And see the Zohar, Vayikra (page

4a).
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Therefore the Torah and prayer need each other, just as with the food of the body, eating without

drinking is not enough, and likewise drinking without eating.
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So it is with the food of the soul: there must be both levels. (Now, it is written, “Come, eat of my

bread”: the Torah as it is below is the level of food for the soul, and it is called “lachamu” [his

bread], and it is also, as it were, “lachmi” [My bread], in its root above.
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And this is the difference between “and they ate and drank,” which is the level of Beriah, Yetzirah
and Asiyah, “lachamu,” etc., and Moshe, who on Mount Sinai grasped [the Torah] as it is the level of

“lachmi,” etc.)
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The Rebbe asked that the maamarim of the week’s parsha, the “Chassidishe Parsha,” be learned during that week, spread over
its seven days (Sichah of Shabbos Parshas Vayakhel 5725 - Toras Menachem vol. 42, pp. 306-309). Why learn it, and the
Rebbe’s brachos: likuteitorah.com/about/the-chassidishe-parsha/
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Dedicated in honor of the Rebbe’s father, Reb Levi Yitzchok
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