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“Six years he shall serve.” This means: through the drawing down of Daas (knowledge), there can
be the level of “serving Him,” to be “one who serves G-d.” For there is a great difference between

“one who serves G-d” and “one who has not served Him,” even though he is a tzaddik,
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as is stated in the Gemara, cited in the Tanya (ch. 15). And the matter [is this]: Now, it is written,
“Days were formed,” and it is written, “And Avraham was old, coming with days”: with those super-

nal days.
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That is, the days are garments that are made for the soul from the Torah and mitzvos, every day

specifically. And if one day is lacking, without a mitzvah, “the garment is lacking,” etc.
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That is, these garments exist so that the soul can enjoy the radiance of the Shechinah (Divine
Presence) and “be absorbed into the body of the King.” This is through these garments made from
the Torah and mitzvos, whose root is far loftier than the level of the very “body of the King”; only,

they descended to become garments
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(this is like the drawing down of a parable, through which the thing it illustrates is grasped). And
since this is so, [it is] specifically when they are made every day, which is beneath time specifically,
that the garments have been drawn from their root, which is above time, to be clothed in the level

of time, so that the soul can grasp them.
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But as they are in their root and source, above time, the soul is not able to grasp them, all the more
so and a fortiori from [the fact] that it cannot grasp the radiance without the garment, etc.; and all
the more so the mitzvah itself.
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Only because the mitzvah descended to be in the level of a garment and a parable can [the soul]
grasp it, and through it, it will grasp the radiance, etc.
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Therefore they are called “days,” for they have been clothed in the level of time, for then the soul is
able to grasp it. (And see what is explained in the maamar beginning “At the time when Israel put
‘we will do’ first,” on [the verse]| “A time for every desire under the heavens,” etc.)
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And this is [the meaning of] “And the soul of my lord shall be bound up in the bond of life.” “Bond”
(tzeror) is as when one binds a stone in a sling, and through this one throws it upward.
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So too, for the soul to rise higher and higher into the source of life, [this] is through the days and

garments of Torah and mitzvos. And this is the meaning of “Six years he shall serve.”
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The six years are the time of the “six thousand years that the world exists,” for during this time the
fulfillment of Torah and mitzvos has been given. For “today, to do them” [applies to] the whole

length of the time mentioned above.
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But the meaning and concept of “yaavod” (he shall serve) is a term [for] the tanning (ibbud) of

hides, for through the tanning they change greatly for the better. So too with the garments men-

tioned above: there must be a tanning, for they must be cleansed of all the waste that falls
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into them, and be washed and laundered, like the analogy of a physical garment, which is washed
and laundered in pure water: then it will be bright and clean. But if they are not laundered, they

will not be clean and beautiful.
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And this is the difference between “one who serves G-d” and “one who has not served Him.” And
this tanning and laundering is through the transformation of the emotive attributes (middos) from
darkness to light and from bitter to sweet. And the transformation of the middos is through the wa-
ters of Daas (knowledge), for Daas is the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of the middos,
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and this is also through Moshe, the faithful shepherd, of whom it is said, “And I will give grass,”
etc. And he also washes and launders them in supernal waters from beyond the river, etc.
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As it iswritten, “Like a flock of ewes (which are the seed of beast) that have come up from the wash-
ing,” etc., “washing in milk.” (See what is explained on [the verse] “Your teeth are like a flock of

ewes,” etc.; see there.)
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And this is the concept of “the whitening (libun) of the halachah,” etc. And this is through prayer,

for then is the opportune time for the revelation of Daas through contemplation, etc.,
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as we say in the Shemoneh Esrei, “You graciously grant man knowledge,” etc. And through this the
garments are refined. Therefore prayer is called the “continual burnt-offering” (olas tamid), for the

Torah and mitzvos of the whole day ascend to G-d through prayer.
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That is, because through prayer they are tanned and rectified. And all this is in the “six thousand

years that the world exists.” And this is “Six years he shall serve.” And of this they said, “Tzaddikim
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have no rest: ‘they go from strength to strength,’” etc.
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But “and in the seventh”—in the seventh millennium—“he shall go out free, for nothing.” “For
nothing” (chinam): without mitzvos, for then there will be rest for life everlasting, for there is no

further ascent higher than it.
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Gloss.
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See in the Tanya, ch. 46, on [the verse] “I was as beasts with You,” etc., “and I do not feel,” etc.:
“And that it says ‘beasts’ in the plural is to allude
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that before Him, may He be blessed, even the level of the supernal Daas (knowledge), which in-
cludes Chesed (kindness) and Gevurah (restraint), is likened to beasts,” etc. End of quotation. Now,
seemingly this is difficult according to what was explained, that even the lower Daas of the World of

Atzilus (Emanation) is called “the seed of man.”

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/mishpatim/3/ 5



TORAH OHR - PARSHAS MISHPATIM - MAAMAR 3 72y° DI WY

AR 90 PO 192K TNYPY 1IY2 0937 0O D7V WrRn 12 1Py R L1R02°P1 Y77 03 KD
J172R

And how can even the supernal Daas (knowledge) be called “beast”? But the matter will be under-
stood from what is explained on [the verse] “Many waters,” concerning [the teaching] that in the fu-

ture they will say to Yitzchak, “For you are our father.”
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And Rivkah is from the term “a team (rivkah) of cattle, three by three,” etc. And the explanation is
that although the level of “man” of the World of Atzilus (Emanation) is above the level of the Worlds

of Beriah (Creation), Yetzirah (Formation) and Asiyah (Action), which are called “beast,”
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there are, however, two levels of emotive attributes (middos): that is, there are middos drawn from
the intellect, and there are middos that are above the intellect, which are called “mountains of
darkness” (turei chashocha), the middos within Keser (the Crown). And they are drawn specifically
through the supernal Daas, which receives from Keser, for it stands in the middle line, beneath

Keser.
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And there is a level of Daas (knowledge) that draws Binah (understanding) into the emotive attrib-
utes (middos), etc. And the level of the middos that are above the intellect is called the “great beast”

(behemah rabbah), which is above the level of “man.”
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However, relative to the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He, even this level that is above the intel-
lect is called by the name “beast,” literally, in its plain sense, for the supernal Chochmah (wisdom)

is called “physical action,” as [mentioned]| above.
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Therefore even the supernal Daas is called “beast.” And [it is| like the matter of the supernal Keser
(the Crown): “although it is a pure light, it is black, black,” etc. And see what is explained in Parshas

Eikev on [the verse] “And He fed you the manna,” etc.
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