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“When you acquire a Hebrew servant”
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“When you acquire a Hebrew servant,” etc. Now, at times it is written “Acquirer of heaven and
earth,” “Acquirer of all,” and it is written “Creator of heaven and earth,” “Creator of all.”
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The explanation is that there is a level that is called the way of the order of the chain of descending
worlds (hishtalshelus), from cause to cause, and there is a level that is called above the way of the
order of the chain of descending worlds (see what is written elsewhere on [the verse]
“Va’eschanan,” the explanation of the matter, etc.).
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And this is the matter of “Creator” and “Acquirer.” That is: “Creator” is the coming into being of
something from nothing, which is above the way of the order of the chain of descending worlds.
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For the created being bears no comparison at all to the Creator; and if so, the coming into being of
the created being is a new emergence of something from nothing, and this is “Creator.”
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But afterward there is also the level of the chain of descending worlds, one from another, by way of
cause and effect, and this is called “Acquirer,” for acquisition
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is not the coming into being of a new thing, but a passing from the domain of the seller into the do-
main of the buyer: at first the merchandise lay in a box with the seller, and through the acquisition

it came to be revealed to the buyer.
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Likewise, the aspect of drawing forth the effect from the cause is not the coming into being of a
new thing, for to bring a new thing into being lies only within the power of the Creator, may He be
blessed.
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But the drawing forth of cause and effect is a matter of revealing what is concealed, like the revela-
tion of speech from the concealment of thought, etc. And of this it is said, “Acquirer of all”: to draw
them from concealment into revelation. After they have already been created from nothing into
something, [the term] acquisition applies, when [a thing] is drawn from concealment into revela-

tion, etc.
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And in this way the explanation of “When you acquire,” etc., will be understood. For it is written,

“Beyond the river your fathers dwelt.” The river is the level of “And a river goes out of Eden,”
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as is stated in the Zohar on Parshas Emor, that it is the level of Binah (understanding) of the World
of Atzilus (Emanation), which is drawn forth to enclothe itself in the World of Beriah (Creation).
And this is [the meaning of] “and from there it divides,” etc.
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And “beyond the river” is what is above the level of Binah (understanding) and of intellect that is
grasped; there the Patriarchs dwelt and were rooted. Only, as for the souls’ descending afterward
until they are called “the seed of beast”: this is only the level of the spark that is drawn down below,

and it is of this that it is fitting to say so.
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But its root and source is even “beyond the river,” which is above the chain of descending worlds
(hishtalshelus), to the point that there man and beast are equal: “Equal, and making small and

great equal.”
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If so, to draw the level of Daas (knowledge) into the souls that are called “the seed of beast,” noth-

ing is needed for this but the level of acquisition, which is a drawing from concealment into revela-

tion; that is, to draw from their root, which is “beyond the river,” and so on,

Qwn YRR 9081 Y7022 WA PIRITN 9naD abyl mw pa IRD 2173 Ny onb v auvw
123 PR OPyn

for there they have very great Daas, only it is entirely hidden from the spark that is enclothed in
[the worlds of] Beriah (Creation), Yetzirah (Formation) and Asiyah (Action), and one must draw |[it]

from there, from concealment into revelation.
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And this is [the meaning of] “When you acquire a Hebrew servant,” etc. And this is easier than if

there had to be a truly new coming into being.
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