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A Brief Explanation of This

The “daughter” is what is refined, and the “sister,” the master of
Torah, is the one who refines. The Chanukah lamp hints at three
unifications, reached through self-sacrifice in the Shema, Torah
and mitzvos; in the Time to Come the refined “daughter” will be

raised to be “a crown on his head.”
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THE BIG IDEA

The “daughter” is what is refined, and the “sister,” the master of Torah, is the one

who refines. The Chanukah lamp hints at three unifications, reached through self-

sacrifice in the Shema, Torah and mitzvos; in the Time to Come the refined

“daughter” will be raised to be “a crown on his head.”

Each section: the Hebrew, then the translation, then a short explanation under a gold rule. Small numbers in the Hebrew are the

notes at the end.

THE MAAMAR IN BRIEF

This short piece explains the “daughter” and “sister” of the maamar before it. The “daughter” is what

is refined, the level of mitzvos, “like a servant before the king”; the “sister,” the master of Torah, re-

fines, separating impure from pure, “like a minister before the king.” The Chanukah lamp hints at

this: three unifications of Havayah, with Ehe-yeh, Elokim and Ado-nai, together equal ner, “lamp,” and

come through self-sacrifice in the Shema, through Torah and through the mitzvos. In the Time to

Come the “daughter” will be raised, for the power of what is refined, from the Name Sag, is greater: she

will be “a crown on his head.”

OUTLINE

1 The refined, the refiner and the Chanukah lamp

1-2

The “daughter” is refined and the “sister” refines, as servant and minister before the king. Three unifica-

tions of Havayah, equal to ner, come through the Shema, Torah and mitzvos; in the future the “daughter”

will be a crown.

KEY CONCEPTS

The refined and the refiner 27272771/ 992000
The “daughter” is what is refined; the “sister,” the master
of Torah, does the refining, separating the impure from
the pure with G-d’s words placed in his mouth.

Minister and servant before the king /77111 °19% 923
951 719 7235

Torah, which refines, is like a minister before the king; the
mitzvos, the level of the “daughter,” are like a servant be-
fore the king.
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Three unifications 2°7117° 2

Havayah with Ehe-yeh (Abba and Imma, through self-sac-
rifice in the Shema), with Elokim (Z’eir Anpin and Nukva,
through Torah) and with Ado-nai (through the mitzvos); to-
gether they equal ner, “lamp.”

In the manner of a seal onin *naa

The way Malchus receives the “Torah of truth” of Z’eir
Anpin, with all the lights coming to it as a seal; this is “You
will give truth to Yaakov.”
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SECTION 1. 11-2

The refined, the refiner and the Chanukah lamp
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A brief explanation of this

This heading opens a short explanation added to the preceding maamar, “Sing and rejoice, O daughter of
Zion,” which read the Midrash’s three names for the Jewish people, “daughter,” “sister” and “mother,” as
three ranks of divine service. Here the Alter Rebbe gives the Kabbalistic background, chiefly of the “daugh-
ter” and the “sister.” Kehot notes another transcript of this explanation in Sefer HaMaamarim 5565 (p. 130)
and in the Mitteler Rebbe’s Maamarei Admur HaEmtzaei, Bereshis (p. 353).
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Now, “daughter” is the level of what is refined, and “my sister,” which is the level of the masters of
Torah, is the one who refines. As it is written in the Tikkunei Zohar, “The commandment to distin-
guish between the pure,” etc. (which is the level of Torah, “to separate between the impure and the
pure,” etc.), and “My words which I have placed in your mouth.”
The “daughter” is what is refined, the one being sorted and purified; the “sister,” the master of Torah (one
whose life is Torah study), is the one who refines. So the Tikkunei Zohar (a classic Kabbalistic work in the
style of the Zohar) calls Torah the commandment to separate the pure from the impure, and Isaiah speaks of

G-d’s words placed in the mouth of Israel: the words of Torah a person speaks are G-d’s own, and they sort

good from evil.
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And this is the matter of “like a minister before the king”; whereas “daughter” is the level of

mitzvos, “like a servant before the king.” And all of this is alluded to in the Chanukah lamp.

In the Talmud (Berachos 34b) Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai calls himself “like a minister before the king”
and Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa “like a servant before the king”; here the master of Torah, who refines, is the
minister, and the “daughter,” whose service is the mitzvos, is the servant, and all of this is hinted in the
Chanukah lamp. In Likkutei Torah, Tzav, the Alter Rebbe explains that when the King is revealed, the minis-
ter, who serves with joy, rejoices all the more, while the servant, who serves with awe, is seized by greater

awe.
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(See Pri Etz Chaim, Sha’ar Chanukah, chapter 4, and likewise in Sha’ar HaShabbos at the begin-
ning of chapter 4.) Three unifications: Havayah and Ehe-yeh; Havayah and Elokim; Havayah and

Ado-nai: [together] the numerical value of ner (lamp).

Pri Etz Chaim, Rabbi Chaim Vital’s record of the Arizal’s teachings on the mitzvos and the festivals, speaks of
three unifications of the Name Havayah: with Ehe-yeh, with Elokim and with Ado-nai. Their numbers add up
to ner, “lamp”: Havayah (26) with Ehe-yeh (21) is 47, with Elokim (86) is 112, and with Ado-nai (65) is 91, and
47 + 112 + 91 = 250, the value of 11 (nun 50, reish 200).
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The unification of Havayah and Ehe-yeh, which is the unification of Abba and Imma, comes

through self-sacrifice in the reading of the Shema, the illumination of Keser.
The first, Havayah with Ehe-yeh, unites Abba and Imma, Chochmah and Binah, and it comes through self-
sacrifice in the Shema, which draws the light of Keser, the level above intellect. The Mitteler Rebbe’s version
of this teaching (cited by Kehot) reads Ehe-yeh, “I will be,” as “I am ready to be revealed”: the hidden es-
sence of the Infinite Light that shines within the inner dimension of Keser. The Gemara (Berachos 61b) tells
that Rabbi Akiva, taken out to be killed at the time of the Shema, accepted the yoke of Heaven. He said he had
always longed to fulfill “with all your soul,” even when He takes your soul, and his soul left him as he drew
out the word “One.” So one who reads the Shema resolves at “One” to give up his soul for G-d, a readiness

that does not come from reasoning but from beyond intellect, which is why it reaches Keser.
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And the unification of Z’eir Anpin and Nukva (that is, the unification of Havayah and Elokim)
comes through the Torah; and the third unification (Havayah and Ado-nai), the level of the mitzvos,
is when all the lights come in the manner of a seal. And this is the matter of “You will give truth to
Yaakov,” for the Torah of truth is in Z’eir Anpin, and Malchus receives in the manner of a seal.
The second, Havayah with Elokim, unites Z’eir Anpin and Nukva (Malchus) and comes through Torah study.
The third, Havayah with Ado-nai, comes through the mitzvos, when all the lights come down like the impres-

sion of a seal: this is “You will give truth to Yaakov,” for the “Torah of truth” is in Z’eir Anpin, and Malchus

receives it as wax receives the imprint of a seal.
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And in the Time to Come the level of “daughter” will be raised, for the power of what is refined,

which is from the Name Sag, will be greater, as is known, for “their end is embedded [in their be-

ginning],” etc., and “last in deed,” etc.

In the Time to Come the “daughter,” what is refined, will be raised above the one who refines, because its
root is higher: the Name Sag (Havayah spelled out to the value 63, associated with Binah), from which, in the
Kabbalah, came the vessels that shattered and whose sparks are now being refined. As Sefer Yetzirah says,

]

“their end is embedded in their beginning,” and as the Shabbos hymn Lecha Dodi says, what is “last in

deed” was “first in thought.”
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And it will be in the manner of “a crown on his head” (as stated in the Ra’aya Mehemna, Parshas

Terumah, page 158a, and in other places).

Then the receiving level will be “a crown on his head.” In the Ra’aya Mehemna (the “Faithful Shepherd,” a
part of the Zohar on the mitzvos), Zohar II, 158a, “a woman of valor is her husband’s crown”: in this world
the Shechinah is a vessel beneath, serving her Husband, but in the World to Come she is not a vessel or a
servant to Him but a crown upon His head.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1.

How does the master of Torah refine, and which level is like a minister before the king and which like a
servant?

. How do the three unifications hinted in the Chanukah lamp match self-sacrifice in the Shema, Torah and

mitzvos?

. Why will the “daughter,” what is refined, be raised in the Time to Come?
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FOR CHILDREN - AGES 9-13

For the children at the table
The daughter, the sister and the Chanukah lamp

THE BIG IDEA

The Chanukah lamp hints that the Shema, Torah and mitzvos join G-d’s holy Names to-
gether, and in the Time to Come the “daughter,” the level of the mitzvos, will be raised up

like a crown.

This short piece explains two words from the maamar before it. The “sister” is one who learns
Torah and so does the refining: “to separate between the impure and the pure.” The “daughter” is
what has been refined, the level of the mitzvos. All this is hinted in the Chanukah lamp. Three pairs
of G-d’s holy Names are joined together, and their letters, counted as numbers, add up to ner, the
Hebrew word for “lamp.” These three joinings come through giving our whole will to G-d in the
Shema, through learning Torah, and through doing mitzvos. In the Time to Come the “daughter”

will be raised up to be like “a crown on his head,” for what has been refined has greater power.

THE MASHAL

Before a king stand ministers and servants. The one who learns Torah and separates the pure from
the impure is like a minister before the king. The one who does the mitzvos is like a servant before

the king.
QUESTIONS FOR THE SHABBOS TABLE

1. What is the difference between the “sister,” who does the refining, and the “daughter,” who is
refined?

2. What can the Chanukah lamp teach us about the Shema, Torah and mitzvos?

3. This week, how can you add a little to each of the three: your Shema, your Torah learning and

one mitzvah?

Explanation © likuteitorah.com, CC BY-NC 4.0: retold for children from our translation and explanation, with Al assistance; not yet reviewed by a human
editor.
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SOURCES AND REFERENCES

Notes

PARAGRAPH 1
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Another transcript of this explanation appears there.
KEHOT’'S NOTE
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PARAGRAPH 2

2
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The Torah closes the laws of permitted and forbidden ani-
mals: their purpose is to distinguish between the impure
and the pure, and between what may be eaten and what
may not. The maamar cites the words for Torah itself as
the power that separates the pure from the impure.

Leviticus 11:4711:8” RIp"
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to make a difference between the unclean and the clean, and

between the living thing that may be eaten and the living

thing that may not be eaten.
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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G-d, through Isaiah, makes a covenant with those of
Yaakov who return to Him: His spirit upon them and “My
words which I have placed in your mouth” will never leave
their mouths or their descendants’ mouths. The maamar
cites it for the master of Torah, whose words of Torah are
G-d’s own and do the refining. (context: Steinsaltz Tanakh)

Isaiah 59:21x”2:0"117°yW°
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And as for Me, this is My covenant with them, saith the
L-RD; My spirit that is upon thee, and My words which I
have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth,
nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy
seed’s seed, saith the L-RD, from henceforth and for ever.
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « JPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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Kehot points there on the mitzvos as “a servant before the
king.”

KEHOT'S NOTE
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When Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa’s prayer healed Rabban
Yochanan ben Zakkai’s son, Rabban Yochanan’s wife
asked whether Chanina was greater than he. He answered
that Chanina is “like a servant before the king,” who may

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/mikeitz/8/

enter at any time, while he is “like a minister before the
king.” Here the minister is the master of Torah and the
servant is one whose service is the mitzvos.
Berakhot 34b:281173:2 7% m372
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It also happened with R. Hannina b. Dosa that he went to
Torah with Rabban Johanan b. Zakkai. The son of Rabban
Johanan b. Zakkai fell ill, and he said to him, "Hannina, my
son ! Pray on his behalf that he may live" R. Hannina laid
his head between his knees, and prayed on his behalf, and
he recovered. Rabban Johanan b. Zakkai said, "Were Ben
Zakkai to press his head between his knees all the day long,

no notice would be taken of him." His wife said to ...
William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC) - Tractate Berakot by A.

Cohen, Cambridge University Press, 1921 (Public Domain)
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The chapter on Chanukah that the text itself cites (“Sha’ar
Chanukah, chapter 4”): the three unifications of Havayah
with Ehe-yeh, Elokim and Ado-nai together equal ner,
“lamp,” and the Chanukah lamp draws their light to
Malchus.

Pri Etz Chaim, Gate of The New Month, Chanukah, and Purim
4:3°2:°7 02711 120N N Y L8N Yy CNe

1991 ,wTIp Nwn 1w 70 ,7MONT A3y XITW A% KO0 001annn
Ty 55,71 AR L,DOTINY A 12 W0 0D LT LI U L TRwa 03
T31 R DOAYDDY IR TP RIT TINCT 11,720 InNmp Yo o
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Pri Etz Chaim (Public Domain)
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The Mitteler Rebbe explains Ehe-yeh as “I am ready to be
revealed” from the hidden essence of the Infinite Light
that shines in the inner dimension of Keser.

KEHOT'S NOTE
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The prophet, closing his book, says to G-d: “You will give

J

truth to Yaakov, kindness to Avraham,” as You swore to
our fathers; truth here is G-d’s faithfulness to His prom-
ise. The maamar reads “truth” as the “Torah of truth” of
Z’eir Anpin, given to Malchus like the impression of a seal.

(context: Steinsaltz Tanakh)
Micah 7:20°5:1 19"
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Thou wilt show faithfulness to Jacob, mercy to Abraham, As
Thou hast sworn unto our fathers from the days of old.
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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Of the ten Sefiros: “their end is embedded in their begin-
ning, and their beginning in their end.” The maamar cites
it for the “daughter,” the last and lowest level, whose root
is the highest.

Sefer Yetzirah 1:7°1’X 117°%° 790
nambws 19902 INPM 1NPAN2 1910 YIYA R 92 MT°ED Ty
D10 AR 17 AR 21921 3w 17 PRI 70 1TIRY NPNA2 1R
The decade of existence out of nothing has its end linked to
its beginning and its beginning linked to its end, just as the
flame is wedded to the live coal; because the L-rd is one and
there is not a second one, and before one what wilt thou
count?

Sefer Yetzirah, Warsaw 1884 (Public Domain) - Sefer Yezirah, trans. by Isidor
Kalisch. New York, 1877 (Public Domain)
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The text’s own citation of the Ra’aya Mehemna in
Terumah: “a woman of valor is her husband’s crown”
(Proverbs 12:4); in this world the Shechinah is a vessel be-
neath, but in the World to Come she is a crown upon His
head. The maamar applies it to the future rise of the
“daughter.”

Zohar, Terumah 54:575-58570pNn-1"ypn:771 17N ,AM11 120
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