TORAH OHR - PARSHAS MIKEITZ - MAAMAR 3

M9%3r 193y

The subject of Chanukah

DEDICATED IN HONOR OF

5731 IIRDTINIY PAXS "1 927 R2IPRT 1IRAT 71290 WP
Dedicated in honor of the Rebbe’s father, Reb Levi Yitzchok

e LikuteiTorah.com

THE CHASSIDISHE PARSHA

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/mikeitz/3/



TORAH OHR - PARSHAS MIKEITZ - MAAMAR 3 12111 171y

"% 077192 NI%K 1PIRN 07787 XYY" 10D 0701 INW2 I”RWnA .N1713 DI 192 137 .11 173y
N3 MWD WP IR0 OM2) 0°1393) NI DO8R2 CIDIA 97X TR MDA TAID AnnwY nwn
1a% oPbw

The subject of Chanukah. Now, [the Sages| established [the commemoration of| the miracle with
lights. This is not so with the other miracles: on Pesach, [commemorating| the Exodus from Egypt,
“you shall eat matzos”; on Purim, “days of feasting and joy” — corresponding to the exile, which
was also physical: in Egypt, “with mortar and with bricks”; and in the days of Haman, he sought “to

destroy...” and “to take their spoil for plunder.”
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This is not so with Chanukah, when Israel dwelt on their own land and were not exiled from their
country; there was only an exile of the Torah, “to make them forget Your Torah and to make them
transgress the statutes of Your will.” Therefore [the Sages] established [the commemoration] with
lights, on account of the verse (Proverbs 6), “For a mitzvah is a lamp and the Torah is light, and the

reproofs of discipline are the way of life.”
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And [we need] to understand the meaning of this verse, and also the end of the verse, where it is
written, “and the way of life...”. It requires explanation: what “way of life” is there besides the

Torah and the mitzvos mentioned earlier in the verse?
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The explanation is this. That [the verse]| likens the mitzvah to a lamp and the Torah to light is un-
derstood: just as the lamp is named after the oil, as in the language of our Sages, of blessed memo-

ry, “a lamp of oil, a lamp of wax,”
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then, although the oil has no light of its own, and on the contrary, it extinguishes a light that falls
into it, nevertheless from it and through it is drawn the blaze of the flame of light that takes hold on
the wick, by the little oil that is drawn up after the wick.
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For indeed, when the oil runs out, the light goes out.
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Exactly so is the mitzvah: although it is the will of the King, without any reason or understanding,

and there is no comprehension in it at all, nevertheless from it and through it the light of

Chochmabh is drawn down and revealed.
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This is the Oral Torah, for “the Torah issues from Chochmah”; and the Chochmah and understand-
ing in the Oral Torah are only to understand and comprehend the explanation and reason of the
mitzvos, each tractate according to its subject.
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And [now for] the explanation of this matter in detail, in the service of G-d.
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Now it is written (Exodus 30), “Every morning, when he tends (be-heitivo) the lamps, he shall burn
it [the incense]; and when Aharon kindles (be-haalos) the lamps at dusk, he shall burn it.” We need
to understand why regarding the morning it says “when he tends,” and regarding dusk “when he
kindles.”
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Now, the Congregation of Israel, the source of the souls of Israel, is called by the name “Menorah.”
It is [made] of one hammered piece, for all Israel are in unity, and it divides into seven lamps.
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For in particular, there are six hundred thousand general sparks, each spark dividing into six hun-
dred thousand particular sparks, as is explained in Tanya; and in general, they are included in the

seventy souls with which our forefathers went down to Egypt.
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And the most general [division] of the general is called by the name “seven lamps.” For Aharon,
“the groomsman of the Queen (Matronita),” is “Aharon, priest of G-d Most High,” one of the seven
shepherds who sustain and bestow His G-dliness, may He be blessed, upon the Congregation of

Israel, so that they shine with the light of love, to blaze up toward Him, may He be blessed,
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with the expiring of the soul, like a flame that rises of itself; and to fulfill the mitzvah of “You shall
love,” which they take upon themselves in the Shema, so that it be so in utmost truth, fixed in the
heart of each and every one of Israel. For a person on his own, since he is corporeal and clothed in
physical matters, would not be able [to do so] were it not that the Holy One, blessed be He, helps

him.
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And the help is a love that comes from above, to draw him to Him. This is the level of “when he
kindles” and “when he tends.” For our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Although the fire comes

down from heaven, it is a mitzvah to bring [fire] from an ordinary [source].”
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Explanation: the “ordinary” [fire] is the love a person acquires on account of the worlds, from the

level of His sovereignty, may He be blessed, that He is a great and awesome King over all the

worlds, higher and lower.
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And “all the host of heaven bow down to You,” and “a thousand thousands [serve Him]| and ten
thousand times ten thousand [stand] before Him...,” as explained in the Gemara and in the Zohar,

in explaining the multitude of the worlds and His greatness.
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Along these lines our Sages, of blessed memory, instituted saying “Blessed be the name of the glo-

ry of His kingdom forever and ever” before “You shall love.” For we say, “Singular One, life of the

worlds, King, praised and glorified forever and ever is His great Name....” Explanation: “Singular”

(Yachid) is higher than the level of “One” (Echad).
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For “One” means, as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, that He is One in the heavens and on
earth and in the four directions of the world; for all the higher worlds occupy no place |of their
own], to be an entity and a thing separate in its own right, and “all before Him are as nothing,” and

they are truly accounted as naught before Him, and there is nothing else besides Him.
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Therefore He is called “One,” and this is when He is measured against the worlds. But “Singular”

means that He is singular and unique in Himself, He alone, and not within the category of worlds at
all.
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And “life of the worlds, King” means that all the life-force of the worlds, by which He gives life to

them all and brings them all into being, higher and lower, is only because He is King, and they all

receive life-force from the level of His sovereignty, may He be blessed, because He is King over

them.
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So too, that He is “praised and glorified” — that is, the praise [that comes] because they grasp His
greatness — is “forever and ever,” for “His greatness is unsearchable,” and above there is praise af-
ter praise and elevation after elevation without end and without limit; and all this is because of
“His great Name.”
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For [all this is] only so that His Name and His sovereignty be called upon them; and it cannot touch
the level of His essence and being at all,
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for “no thought can grasp Him” at all, since He is singular and unique, and “His Name alone is ex-

alted,” as it is written, “Your kingdom is a kingdom of all worlds.”
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This is [the meaning of] “In the place where you find His greatness, there you find His humility,” as
it is written, “Who lowers Himself to look upon the heavens and the earth”: for to Him, may He be

blessed, this is accounted a lowering and humility, “to revive the spirit of the lowly.”
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So too what is written, “He supports the fallen, heals the sick and raises the bowed.” And the whole
[level of] kingship is called by the name “earth,” being like this lowly earth: it has descended from
its place of glory so that He be called by the name “King.”
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Therefore every creature will understand this: when he takes it to heart and broadens his mind in
His greatness, may He be blessed, and the wonders of His works in the multitude of the worlds with-
out limit, he will grasp that this is His humility, may He be blessed, and there is no comparison to

Him, for He is not within the category of worlds at all.
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And He is “the One Who is equal and makes equal small and great.” As a result, the soul and heart
will blaze and flame up to shine with the light of love, “with all your soul” in truth, to go out of the
confines of the worlds, as it is written, “Whom do I have in heaven [but You]|? And besides You I de-

sire nothing on earth; my flesh and my heart yearn.”
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This is [the meaning of] “You shall love Havayah your G-d”: for ahavah (love) is from the root avah,
which means desire and will.
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That is, the will of the heart that Havayah be “your G-d,” and to cleave to Him in truth. And through
this arousal from below, the light of love from above will rest upon him, to enlarge the blaze of the
fire of love in his heart beyond the measure of human strength and [of] the root of his soul, which is
within limit and boundary and created,
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so as to draw near to G-d in truth, and [to] self-nullification (bittul) before Him in actual existence,
through the level of Aharon the High Priest.
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For ve-ahavta (“you shall love”) equals in numerical value twice or (“light”). And this level is called

“when he tends (be-heitivo),” for from the supernal goodness (tuv) and kindness He bestows upon

the spirit of the lowly, to make good (leheitiv) and to enlarge the love below.
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But in truth, the arousal from below too, as [explained] above, that a person should desire to cleave
to Him in truth, this too is a gift of G-d, not according to the strength of the person’s soul, his tem-

perament and his nature.
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And this is called the level of “and when Aharon kindles (be-haalos),” for the supernal Aharon is the

one who gives strength to the Congregation of Israel to awaken this love.
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This is “at dusk,” which is the attribute of evening, night and darkness, which of itself has no light.

But the attribute of morning, which is the attribute of Avraham, the man of kindness, as it is writ-

ten, “And Avraham rose early in the morning,” is the level of “when he tends.”
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(And see what is written below in the maamar beginning “Sing and rejoice,” on the subject of “song
in the evening and joy in the morning.”) Now, who is the person who can reach this far, that the
level of the supernal Aharon should reach him? But it is through Torah and mitzvos.
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For “a mitzvah is a lamp,” since the mitzvos are drawn from a very high and exalted place.
Therefore there is no comprehension in them at all, like the analogy of the oil above; for they do

not enter the inwardness of their soul, but only as something encompassing them from above,
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as it is written, “You shall surely set a king over you”: like a king who rules over his people and is

high above them, and they do his will without reason or understanding, for it is the command of

the king, and “the heart of kings is unsearchable”: [so is] the understanding for whose sake they

were commanded.
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Yet nevertheless it is, by way of analogy, like a person who grasps the king by one of his limbs and

draws him to himself: the king’s life-force within him is drawn along after him too. So it is written,

“and His right hand embraces me.”
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For the 248 positive commandments are the 248 limbs of the King; and through drawing down the
mitzvos, there is drawn after it, as a matter of course, the level of His unity, may He be blessed, in

His own Self and glory, in the level of His unity, as [explained] above.
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