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“And when she came before the king, he said with the book (sefer),” etc. Now, our Sages, of blessed

memory, said: “The world exists for six thousand years, and for one [thousand] it is desolate,”

which is in the aspect of rest (menuchah), in which there are no ascents and descents;
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for all the days of this world, six thousand years, are in the aspect of descents and ascents, both in

souls and in bodies; for many times Israel were at peace, and afterwards they descended, etc.
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Now, descent is for the sake of ascent. And this ascent, as a whole, divides into two which are four:
that is, two for the souls, which are the lower and the upper Gan Eden, and two for the bodies,
which are the days of Mashiach and the Resurrection of the Dead.
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And of these ascents it is said, “They go from strength to strength,” for there are many kinds of dif-

ferent levels in the ascents of the souls.
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And [there are] many kinds of chambers (heichalos): “the house of the women” and “the second
house of the women” — the lower Gan Eden and the upper Gan Eden. And there is a river of fire

(nehar di-nur) that separates between ascents;

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/megillas-esther/9/ 2



TORAH OHR - MEGILLAS ESTHER - MAAMAR 9 %) 792001 ny hlals -lbnn SJD‘? NI

M RITY 13 77 77712 N9 TRt YR NAnR a3 10020 0 n3onan anwan nvhya oo
72°%y2 MP9ONM P10 9122 RINY 7793 PRI RDD T2WAND INWRIT INOYR 1own) Dvani
13207 19YRPY NanR

for in the ascents of the soul from this level to another level and rung above it, it immerses in the
river of fire, which is the aspect that nullifies [it] and makes [it] forget its former standing, so as to
regard it as nothing and as naught, in order that it be in a state of self-nullification (bittul) and in-

clusion in another ascent, which is above it.
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As it is written, “And with this the maiden came to the king.” And “with this” is the pillar between

one world and another, in which and through which the souls are included, so as to be in a state of
self-nullification (bittul); for “this is the gate to G-d,” etc.
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And so too, in the same way, with the ascents of the bodies, to the days of Mashiach and the

Resurrection of the Dead. But “and one [thousand] desolate” is the seventh millennium, in which is

the ultimate perfection of all the ascents, to the point that there is no further ascent above it;
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for it is the end and limit of all the levels and ascents that can be, according to the temperament

and nature of that shemitah [cycle]: “six thousand years, and one [thousand] desolate.” And in each

and every shemitah, according to what it is, so is the ascent of its seventh millennium,

TIY TR RYRD PRY 7909y 912 ROIW IR 032 °PA1 N1DYR Do Bw nanthwn nvhan Ronw
M7 NIPM23 RITW 2990 T 0 7105y

which is the ultimate perfection of all the ascents, and it is called the level of rest (menuchah),
which is the level of an ascent above which there is no further ascent. And this is “and one [thou-

sand] desolate,” which is in the aspect of rest.
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Now, it is written, “Go, behold the works of G-d, Who has set shamos (desolations) on the earth,”

and our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Do not read shamos, but shemos (names).”
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The explanation is that the level of shamos (desolations) is the matter of “one [thousand] desolate,”
that is, the level of rest, the end and culmination of all the ascents. And even so, all this is
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only the level of shemos (names), for this is only from the level of His Name, the attribute of His
Malchus (sovereignty), may He be blessed, as in the saying: “Unique, Life of the worlds, King,” etc.
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That is to say, He is unique and singular, alone, as [He was| before the world was created, for He is
not within the bounds of worlds at all; and as for His being “Life of the worlds,”
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the life-force that spreads through the worlds is only on the level of “King.” And it is written, “Your

kingship is a kingship of all worlds”: for all the ascents and all the worlds, up to the very highest of

levels, in each and every shemitah, and many shemitos and jubilees, etc.,
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are only the level of His Malchus, may He be blessed, in that they delight in and enjoy the radiance
of the Shechinah (Divine Presence); and in this delight there are many levels and ascents, up to the

very highest of levels; and all this is
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only the spreading forth of the radiance of the glory of His Malchus, may He be blessed. But as for

Him, may He be blessed, in His own glory and essence, no thought can grasp Him at all.
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Now, this aspect of delight, as a whole, is the aspect of “tomorrow, to receive their reward”; and in
“today, to do them” is the aspect of the spreading forth of the will. For will is the outer dimension
(chitzoniyus) of delight, as is known from experience: whatever holds delight, toward that the will

inclines.
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That is, the spreading forth of His will and wisdom, may He be blessed, in the 613 mitzvos of the

Torah and the seven of the Rabbis, which are the 620 pillars of light that are drawn from the super-
nal delight.
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And all mitzvos require the intention of the heart, which is the point of the inner dimension (pn-
imiyus) of the will that is in the heart: to cleave to Him, may He be blessed, through His mitzvos, as

in the words: “Who has sanctified us with His mitzvos.”
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Now, just as in delight there is elevation after elevation, up to the very highest of levels, so in the
will — the inner point of the heart, the depth of the heart (umka d’liba), which is called by the name

Knesses Yisrael (the Congregation of Israel),
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as is explained elsewhere — there is also elevation after elevation, until the revelation of the will
that is drawn down below into the soul, in the depth of the heart, is in the state of me’od me’od
(“very, very [much]”), up to the very highest of levels, so as to be in the state of “Whom have I in

heaven? And with You I desire nothing on earth. My flesh and my heart pine away.”
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“On earth” is the level of “names on the earth”: that this desire should not be [something] mixed in
“with You,” but only for Him alone, may He be blessed: “my soul and my heart pine away.”
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And this is [the meaning of] “Better one hour of teshuvah (return) and good deeds in this world

than all the life of the World to Come.” For all the life of the World to Come,
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which are ascents without end in the level of supernal delight, to delight in Havayah and to enjoy

the radiance of the Shechinah (Divine Presence), which is the level of “King” alone, from the level

of “names on the earth”;
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but teshuvah and good deeds — for the essence of teshuvah is in the point of the inner dimension
(pnimiyus) of the heart, from the depth of the heart, from the inner dimension of the heart — it is
clothed in good deeds,
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which are the 613 mitzvos of the Torah and the seven of the Rabbis, which are themselves the reve-
lation of the Supernal Will, blessed be He; it is this that rises higher and higher above the level of
delight. For the delight that comes to the souls is through being clothed in the soul’s comprehen-
sion, so that the soul delights according to its comprehension;
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but the will is above comprehension, for it is in the level of the gulgalta (skull) that covers over the

brain, as is explained elsewhere on the verse “A woman of valor is the crown of her husband.”
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And this is [the meaning of| “And when she came before the king”: it is the ascent of Knesses
Yisrael (the Congregation of Israel) before the level of “the King,” and above it, through the eleva-
tion of the will to cleave to Him, may He be blessed, in His own glory and essence, far above the
level of His Name and His Malchus (sovereignty). And then “he said with the book (sefer): his
scheme shall return,” etc.
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The explanation of the matter: all of a person’s service in this world is to sift out the good from the
evil, and there is sifting (birur) after sifting, up to the very highest of levels.

9271 2199 R °N° 1998 95°91 51295 911°37 1 RITW 171 19 790 Y X7 117030

The sifting is through Chochmah (wisdom), koach mah (the potential of “what”), which is the level
of self-nullification (bittul): to be nullified and included in Him, may He be blessed. And this is “be-
fore the king,”
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for the level of “king” is in the level of olam (world), a term related to he’elem (concealment) and
the hiding of the Face, there being many contractions (tzimtzumim), numerous and mighty, so that
there be the level of am (people), a term related to omemus (dimness): things foreign and separate,
etc.
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For there is no king without a people. And the level of Chochmah is koach mah: that is, to raise
[things] up from the world of separation (alma d’peruda), to bind and unite [them] with Him, may

He be blessed, in a state of bittul to Him alone.
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Now, sifting is in thought, as is seen plainly in physical matters: when some matter comes to a per-
son, he thinks and reflects on it, and the good he accepts,
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and it is absorbed in his mind and his thought, to the point that he concludes thus in his mind that
the thing shall come about and be so in actual deed; and the evil he pushes outside. And the level

of thought is called sefer (book), the level of combinations of letters.
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Now, through an arousal from below — “when she came before the king” in the level of Chochmah
(wisdom) and in the level of sifting, as mentioned above — then [comes] an arousal from above, so
that there be “he said with the book”: that there be a sifting of the level of Chochmah in the super-
nal thought, the level of sefer (book),
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combinations of letters, so that it push the evil outside, and the waste and dross — the agents of
judgment and of accusation that hinder and hold back a person in the service of G-d, from within
and from without, in physical and in spiritual matters — and “his evil scheme shall return upon his

own head.”
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And their sifting is through raising them specifically to the level of supernal thought; for this as-

cent brings upon them the descent and the expulsion outside. For
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when they are below, they take up no place at all: “The spider can be grasped with the hands,” etc.
And they are like the analogy of the dregs that are in wine.
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As it is written, “He pours out from this; but its dregs they shall drain,” etc.: for it is they who are
the level of dregs: when they are below, it is well for them so.
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And this is the reason that all the wicked raise themselves up before their downfall, as it was with

Haman, “whom [the king] promoted and advanced above all the officials,” etc.
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As it is written, “Pride goes before a fall.” And this is what is written: “Though you soar as high as
the eagle,” etc., “from there I will bring you down, says G-d” — “from there,” specifically:
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for their being raised high and their ascent above is what causes their abasement and their down-
fall, since they cannot stand in a high place and in the supernal level, the level of sefer (book).
Therefore it is written, “Let them be blotted out of the book of life.”
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Whereas when they are below, they take up no place at all — like the analogy of excrement: when it
is in the privy and on the dunghill, that is its proper place; whereas when it is brought into a house,
it is pushed outside.
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Now, their being raised to the level of sefer (book) and supernal thought comes after the elevation
of Knesses Yisrael (the Congregation of Israel), which is the level of the point of the inner dimen-
sion (pnimiyus) of the heart, to the level and rung of “before the king”;
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whereas when it is below and itself needs to be sifted, there cannot yet be another sifting, on the

level of the dregs.
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And so it is exactly with the animal soul in each person individually: it cannot be sifted — that is, to
separate the evil in it from the good, and to transform the good in it from darkness to light, etc.,
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to the side of holiness — unless the G-dly soul is first sifted and elevated higher and higher, through
the sifting of the garments of holiness, which are thought, speech and action, which are sifted
through occupation with the Torah and its mitzvos, which are the spreading forth and step-by-step
descent (hishtalshelus) of the Supernal Will, blessed be He.
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And this is [the meaning of] “The soul of my lord shall be bound up in the bundle of life with G-d,”
etc.: this is the Supernal Will, which clothes the soul and raises it higher and higher, to the level of
gulgalta, as mentioned above. And as is explained elsewhere on the verse “Lift up the head of all

the congregation of the Children of Israel,” etc., “by their skulls (legulgelosam),” etc.
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