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“And Mordechai went out from before the king,” etc. Now, Purim is the level of Yom Kippur, for
“Yom HaKippurim” means “like Purim.”
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And Yom Kippur is teshuvah (return), in which one returns from below to above. And of Purim,

too, it is written, “pur, that is, the lot”: from below to above. And so too on Yom Kippur [there were]

“lots upon the two goats,” etc.
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But how is it possible to ascend above? Are there not sins that separate and hold back? To this [the

Kohen Gadol] said, “To G-d, a sin-offering”: that even the sin, when it ascends to G-d, does so be-

cause above, “even darkness does not darken”; for there, there is no darkness, since all is one

there.

MM N”A 1°7 9717320 $17° 137 R LI9YRD MBYD waR PR IR 0N PR 19YRDY NRR TR
LMK

Indeed, it is true that above there is no darkness; but how is it possible to ascend above? But it is

known that on Yom Kippur there was the Giving of the Torah of the second Tablets.
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And therefore it was chosen to be Yom Kippur. And at the time of the Giving of the Torah it is said,
“Face to face G-d spoke with you.” But seemingly, surely He has no likeness of a body!
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But [the explanation is] that, as is known, what is willed is called “face,” and what is against one’s
will is called “back.” And at the time of the Giving of the Torah, all the will of Israel was toward

Him, may He be blessed, and all matters of the body were in the aspect of “back.”
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As our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “At every utterance their souls flew out.” Yet in truth they

had bodies. But because all matters of the body were in the aspect of “back,”
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it turns out [to be] as though they had no bodies, and so, of itself, they were in the aspect of “face,”
[as in] “As in water the face,” etc. And as it is written, “And upon the likeness of the throne, a like-
ness like the appearance of a man.” But how can “like the appearance of a man” apply to Him, may
He be blessed?
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But, by way of analogy: when a person loves his fellow, [his fellow’s] image is engraved in his heart,

as though that image were upon him.
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And now, too, every bodily thing must be in the aspect of “back,” as our Sages, of blessed memory,
said concerning marital union: “as though a demon compelled him.” And all the more so with oth-

er things. And not

57173927 X7 9D 12 R 1R 719720 TPIXW 181 DINRM 127 IMW nl Ry P07 11D
as people imagine, that this is a repulsive thing because immersion is required after it. It is not so,
for it is a great thing,
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and above, too, it is a great thing. And all the more so with eating and other things, which must be
“as though a demon compelled him,” and not to say that this one cannot eat, etc. And then, of it-
self, it will be face to face. And on Purim, too, [it was] through their hanging him [Haman]| and his

sons above fifty, as is known.
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Now, it is known that each and every one, in general and in particular, always wants to cleave to the

Creator, may He be blessed, and exerts himself in every way possible, yet attains nothing. And there

are fools who fall because of this.
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But this is great foolishness, for one must know this: that in exile we cry out, “For Avraham did not

know us, and Yisrael does not recognize us,” and it does not say Yitzchak.
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And it is found in the Gemara that Yitzchak will in the future redeem us. As is known, formerly
everything was in open revelation: whatever they asked for, they were given, both in the physical
and in the spiritual; and they also had prophets. And all this is because the attribute of Avraham
and Yisrael was in open revelation, in the aspect of the light that fills all worlds (memalei kol

almin).
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And because of this they were able to see miracles in open revelation, such as the Splitting of the
Sea of Reeds and the Exodus from Egypt. But in this exile, “Our signs we have not seen”: we are un-
able to see the signs, and not because there are no signs, G-d forbid; it is only that we are unable to

see the signs.
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On the contrary: these very things are His awesome deeds; these very things are His mighty deeds,

etc. And “there is no longer a prophet, and none among us knows how long.”
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And this is because “Avraham did not know us,” for “You, Havayah, are our Redeemer”: He was, is
and will be. And this is above Avraham, for even the supernal Avraham and Yisrael are of the level
of created beings,
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as it is written, “For six days G-d made”: even the six supernal days are, in relation to Him, may He
be blessed, of the level of making.
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But when [it is] “You, Havayah, are our Redeemer,” it is impossible to see the miracles in open rev-
elation. But in truth, even nowadays, when livelihoods are hard-pressed, it is truly like the Splitting

of the Sea of Reeds; only it is clothed in the way of nature.
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And therefore Yochanan the Kohen Gadol (High Priest) abolished the “awakeners,” who would say,
“Awake! Why do You sleep, O G-d?” He abolished [this], since there is no need to awaken Him; for
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“behold, He does not slumber and does not sleep”; it is only that we do not see, as mentioned
above. For in truth, “I, G-d, have not changed.”
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But because it is said of this exile, “She has fallen, she shall rise no more,” which is the light that
encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin) and the light that fills all worlds (memalei kol almin): that

it is impossible to rise above, but it is possible to be close.
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And because of this, the miracle is clothed in the way of nature. And so on Purim, the whole story of
the Megillah was in the way of nature. And likewise, when we cry out and are not answered, it is not

that we are not answered,
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but only that we do not see. On the contrary, our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “They were exiled
to Babylon: the Shechinah (Divine Presence) was with them.” And it is also said, “And I was in the
midst of the exile,” for Knesses Yisrael (the Congregation of Israel) is called “I”; and it is written,

“And I am prayer.”
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And in the earlier generations, when they would pray, they would be answered; but now, “And I am

prayer”: that I myself am prayer, [tefillah] in the sense of naftulei.
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And therefore it is written, “And when her father and mother died”: this is the level of Avraham, as
is known. “Mordechai took her”: he who is abundant in kindness. But
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as it is written, “and the maiden was beautiful of form and fair to look upon,” that is, when her will
is done, “he took her to himself as a daughter.” Do not read “as a daughter” but “as a house,” for
Atik Yomin (the Ancient of Days) was revealed, as is known. And the revelation comes because of
“And Mordechai went out from before the king in apparel,” that is, through the Shas (the six orders
of the Mishnah).
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“Malchus” (sovereignty): this is the order of Zeraim [Seeds], as it is written, “For as the earth brings
forth her growth,” and it is written, “Truth will spring up from the earth.” “Techeles” (blue): this is

the order of Moed [Appointed Times], a term for time.
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“And white”: this is the order of Nashim [Women]. “And a great crown of gold”: this is the order of

Nezikin [Damages]. “And a mantle of fine linen”: butz, a term for “bad” [linen]; this is the order of
Kodashim [Holy Things].

aistel7aBa ket 1w °Yym MPANT2 822 971K 02313 7IRD 12 WO bYW MmN 70 M 129K

219 TR N0 2O

“And purple”: this is the order of Taharos [Purities|, because it has several colors. And afterwards it
will come into open revelation: “And the city of Shushan rejoiced and was glad; the Jews had light,”

etc.
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