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An additional explanation on the verse “Let them bring royal apparel.”
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To understand the difference between the mitzvah of Torah study and the mitzvos of action, as our
Sages, of blessed memory, said: “The goal of wisdom,” etc.; “*“To those who study them’ is not said,”

etc.
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And the reason, as explained elsewhere, is that the Torah is the level of the inner dimension (pn-
imiyus) of the light that fills all worlds (memalei kol almin), for “the Torah comes forth from
Chochmah,” and Chochmah (wisdom) is the beginning of the revelation of the chain of descending
worlds (hishtalshelus);

D MPWONWT 9732 1KY P70 CNan RIT INART 0PRWA 0°7372 10 DYwYn mzn 9aR

JN1979R2 R”13 99130 10 $719 77T AR NAwA 1A NIMan nnnnn

whereas the mitzvos of action, which are [performed] with physical things — their illumination is
from the level of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), which is not within the
bounds of the chain of descending worlds. For the coming into being of physicality out of spiritual-

ity is not by way of cause and effect, etc., as mentioned elsewhere at length.
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Now, Chochmah too — that it should be in the state of something (yesh) and the beginning of reve-
lation — is it not so that “from ayin (nothing) it is found,” from the level of the light that encom-
passes all worlds (sovev kol almin)? For otherwise Chochmah would not bear the name of some-

thing (yesh) at all,
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but would be included in the Supernal Emanator, the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He, Himself,
etc., as mentioned there at length. If so, we still need to understand the distinction and the differ-
ence between the illumination of the light that encompasses all worlds in the level of Chochmabh,

that it should be something (yesh),
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and the illumination of the light that encompasses all worlds in actual physical things, which are
something (yesh) and an actual thing. And it is impossible to say that the illumination of the light
that encompasses all worlds shines more in a physical something (yesh), since the light that en-

compasses all worlds encompasses all four worlds equally.
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But first we must understand the matter of the difference between the inner [lights] (pnimiyim) and

the encompassing [lights] (makifim). For the inner [lights], too, are from the kav and the chut (the
line and the thread), which is drawn from the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin).
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For at first the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, filled the entire space (chalal); afterwards
He contracted [it], etc., and the kav and the chut were drawn forth, etc. So this drawing-forth, too,
is from the level of the light that encompasses all worlds.
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We must also understand what was said, that the coming into being of the physical something
(yesh) is from the level of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), the level of true

ayin (nothing). But surely it is written, “By the word of G-d the heavens
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were made,” and “By ten utterances the world was created” —which are combinations of the letters
of speech: “Let there be light,” “Let there be a firmament.” From them the physicality of the world

was made and came into being: “Let there be a firmament,” “Let the earth sprout forth,” etc.
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And the word of G-d and the breath of His mouth are the level of the vapor (hevel) in the chain of
descent of the worlds (hishtalshelus), in the level of the light that fills all worlds (memalei kol
almin). For speech is drawn from the level of the emotive attributes (middos): the first day is
Chesed (kindness), meaning the enclothement of Chesed in speech.
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And likewise the second day is Gevurah (restraint), etc. And “Israel arose in thought” — meaning
the level of spirituality that is within the level of the light that fills all worlds. However, to explain all
this, two introductions must first be given.
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The first introduction: there are two kinds of drawing-forth from the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof),
blessed be He. The first is in the level of the truly infinite (Ein Sof),
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and the second is in the level of limit and measure. The explanation is this: as for the meaning and

explanation of what the illumination of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin) is —
“illumination” and “radiance” are not meant as they sound, in their plain sense;
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rather, the light is the very life-force (chayus) that gives life to the created beings. This life-force
spreads forth and is drawn from the level of the light that encompasses all worlds; only, it does not

give life by way of enclothement, by way of cause and effect,
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but gives life to all the worlds equally, even the materiality of this world and its coarseness: “There

is no place empty of Him” — of Him, truly.
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The explanation is this: as to what is said, that this life-force is from the level of His sovereignty and

His exaltedness — like the analogy of a king who rules over a country, whose essence does not

spread through the country at all, but [its people] receive the extension of his sovereignty and are

nullified before him — the analogy is not truly like the thing it illustrates.
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For from the king no life-force at all is drawn forth and spreads; the people of the country are
merely nullified before him. But from the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, the life-force of

the created beings is drawn forth and spreads.
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On the contrary: the life-force is drawn to all worlds equally, even into coarse matter, as is known.
For “the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin)” does not mean that it surrounds and
encompasses from above; rather, the life-force that spreads forth is from the level of “encompass-

ing” (sovev), which is not in a state of revelation but in a state of concealment.
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That is: the light that encompasses all worlds, too, is in the level of thought, which is the level of
life-force — namely, the level of the primordial thought, “I will reign,” which is the level of the Will
of all wills.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/megillas-esther/3/ 5



TORAH OHR - MEGILLAS ESTHER - MAAMAR 3 N1957 ©13% 1X°2° 7Y 7IR°2 NN

NR"M2% 9WR 7N NIRRT K129 1120 10 NRR Tawnna oY 13007 1137 1189 )
.12WNNa TPV Nnn RIT MR

That is to say, a will for will: it arose in [His] thought that He should have a will to create the worlds;

for this will, which is for the creation of the worlds, is because it arose in [His] thought.
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And this arising of thought is the level of the Will of all wills, so that there be “I will reign,” which is
the revelation of the level of the Malchus (sovereignty) of the Infinite One (Ein Sof).
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And this Supernal Will is what truly gives life: because it so arose in His will, the life-force is drawn
thus. And it gives life to all the worlds equally, for it so arose in His will that there be the World of

Atzilus (Emanation)
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just as Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah; for even the lowest level and rung, in the level of physical
Asiyah, arose in His will and in His primordial thought, “I will reign,” so that in all of them is the
extension of His sovereignty equally. For before Him, may He be blessed, spirituality and physical-

ity are equal.
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That is: since it was His will that there be physical Asiyah just as it was His will that there be the
higher Chochmah (Chochmah Ila’ah), then physical Asiyah, too, receives life-force from His will.
Only, His will is in the level of the infinite (Ein Sof), and it is not actually revealed and enclothed in

the worlds.

NP %aph 099190 MnRIy PRI R 0PR PMa3 R RN NITARY 90awa 1390 $7010 °P1 197
onn Mwadbnm nownn *naa

Therefore it is called the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin). That is, because the
life-force that is drawn forth is in the level of the truly infinite (Ein Sof), and the worlds cannot re-

ceive the life-force by way of an actual drawing-forth and enclothement.
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And this is [the meaning of| what King David, peace be upon him, wrote: “Why should the nations
say, ‘Where, now, is their G-d?’” — that He is in the level of “Where?”, which is not grasped except
in the higher worlds.
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For in truth, “whatever He desired, He has done”: with the Supernal desire He made everything,
and it includes all levels equally. And this is [the meaning of| what is written: “Whatever G-d de-

sired, He has done, in the heavens and on the earth, in the seas and all the depths.”
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Now, from the level of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), which is the
Supernal Will that is in the level of the infinite (Ein Sof), there was no drawing-forth by way of the
kav and the chut (the line and the thread) to become the ten Sefiros, whose beginning is

Chochmabh. For since the Infinite One, blessed be He, is not within the bounds of counting (sefirah),
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therefore the will, too, which is in the level of the infinite and is called “Who bears iniquity and
passes over transgression,” etc., would draw forth myriads upon myriads of Sefiros — and also of

another manner and nature, which are not within the bounds and nature of the emanated Sefiros.
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And as for the ten Sefiros having been emanated in number, and ten, [each] comprised of ten, etc.
— this is in the level of the kav and the chut (the line and the thread), which came about through tz-
imtzum (contraction) and a vacated space; that is, the withdrawal of the level of the infinite (Ein

Sof), so that the level of the infinite should not be revealed,
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but rather the level of limit and measure; and this is the beginning of revelation, in Chochmah.

And “You have made them all with wisdom”: in all the things in the world there is an aspect of wis-

dom, as in “Who formed man with wisdom” —
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that is, the anatomy of the limbs, which follows the science of anatomy; and likewise the science of
astronomy, which is a great wisdom, concerning the revolution of the celestial spheres, of which

the astronomers have grasped only the barest edge, and in truth it is a lofty wisdom.
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And so too, in the same way, the other sciences, which [extend] upward without end and downward

without limit. For even in the worm and in the fly there is an aspect of wisdom in their creation;

nevertheless, it is a level of limitation in relation to the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He.
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And for this drawing-forth to be from the Infinite One, blessed be He, Himself, there had to be tz-
imtzum (contraction) and a vacated space. But this is [only] with respect to the coming into being

of Chochmah as a power (koach), to be the power and essence of Chochmah.
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But for there to be the limitation of Chochmah in the level of a vessel — “up to here you shall come”

— so that from it there may be the drawing-forth of another Sefirah,
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such as Chesed (kindness), the branch of Chochmah — for this drawing-forth comes about because

the measure of Chochmah has ended and is concluded, and another Sefirah begins —
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this limitation of a vessel is due to the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) that encompasses all worlds (sovev

kol almin), not by way of the kav and the chut, but because it so arose in His supernal will.
RIR NP9 9792 NANAR 717°00 NOWAT N1 275 101 a2k Boaan 95 N o yrhaxn oo

219 TR

For the Supernal Will was that there be a limiting vessel for the level of Chochmah, so that there be

the drawing-forth of another Sefirah, so that there be “Iwill reign,” etc.
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It follows that the power and essence of Chochmah are from the level of the kav and the chut (the
line and the thread), which is through tzimtzum (contraction); but for it to be in the level of limit,
and a limiting vessel [that makes it] to be something (yesh), is specifically from the illumination of

the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin).
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And although the illumination of the light that encompasses all worlds is from the level of the
Supernal Will, which is in the level of the infinite (Ein Sof) — regarding this, the second introduc-
tion must first be given: that the vessel is made from the striking of the encompassing light (Or

Makif) against the inner light (Or Pnimi), and from both of them together the vessel is made.
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And this is [the meaning of| “By the word of G-d the heavens were made,” and “By ten utterances
the world was created”: from the very letters of the Ten Utterances the heavens and the earth and
all their host were created; only, this was done by the power of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) that
encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin) and surrounds all the worlds equally,
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for it is what gives each and every level the power to have a limiting vessel — as, by way of analogy,
the power of hyle (hiyuli), which is not grasped and does not bear a name, and nevertheless from it

comes the revelation of all the powers, all the wisdoms and all the crafts, once it is trained, etc.
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And likewise, by way of analogy, the illumination of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) that encompasses
all worlds (sovev kol almin) is what gives power to the level of Chochmah, after it has come into be-
ing as power and essence, to have a vessel that limits it: “up to here you shall come.”
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Whereas before it came into being, its coming into being could not have been from the Infinite
Light that encompasses all worlds, even in the level of Chochmah as a power, but only through tz-

imtzum (contraction) and a vacated space, as mentioned above.
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With this we will understand the difference between the coming into being of the something (yesh)

and the limiting vessel for Chochmah from the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) that encompasses all

worlds (sovev kol almin), and the coming into being of the physical something (yesh) from the

Infinite Light that encompasses all worlds.
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For from the spirituality of Chochmah is drawn the level of the wisdom that is enclothed in physi-

cality, like our intellect, for we grasp nothing but the physicality of matters.
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But nevertheless, nothing came into being [from it] except the spiritual, which is the intellect and

the wisdom, but not the physical things themselves; for physicality does not come into being from

spirituality at all.
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For the soul of the pure animal, which is from the face of the ox in the Chariot, and the forbidden
animals, which are from the chariot in Parshas Shemini — the camel, the hare, the hyrax, etc. —

this is only in the level of the soul alone,
SAwA w0 NPT P79107 7R TIRN 973 NN 1NINEYY N1RwAT NI ROX wnn nnwan R Par

P3P 90230 090 Ntk 1o wan

but not the actual physicality. Rather, the nature of physicality and its very essence also came into
being from the Infinite Light that encompasses all worlds, to be an actual physical something

(yesh), in order to be a limiting vessel for the spirituality.
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And by way of analogy: an esrog, which grows from the tree — the power of growth is from the su-
pernal mazal, “There is no blade of grass,” etc.;
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but the esrog itself, which is the very essence of the something (yesh) and its coarseness, is drawn
specifically from the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin).

Therefore, through the physical esrog one will arouse very, very high above, etc.
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And if you will ask: if so, how did impure physical things come into being, since the coming into
being of physicality is specifically through the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin)?
And surely no evil descends from above! Rather, it came into being through the shattering of the

vessels, and all this is in the level of the light that fills all worlds (memalei kol almin),
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that is, the seven attributes (middos), etc. But the explanation is that the illumination of the light
that encompasses all worlds does not shine by itself; rather, it is drawn and shines within the light
that fills all worlds.
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And the main revelation of the bestowal is drawn from the level of the light that fills all worlds

(memalei kol almin); only, the light of sovev gives it power and strength — as in the analogy of the

hyle (hiyuli), etc.
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So it follows with impure things, too: since their life-force is drawn by way of the chain of descent
(hishtalshelus), from combinations of the letters of the Ten Utterances, through substitutions and
permutations, the light of sovev is only what gives power and strength for the physicality to come
into being, for all the levels of drawings-forth and spiritual souls that are drawn from the Ten

Utterances, etc.
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From what has emerged we may understand the performance of the mitzvos: the mitzvos them-
selves, such as tefillin — what is written in them, the section “Kadesh,” the mind of Chochmah, and
the section “Vehayah,” the mind of Binah; and on kosher parchment, with ink, and tanned accord-
ing to law and halachah, which is in the higher Chochmah (Chochmah Ila’ah) —
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through this, the body of the parchment, which is from a pure animal that is under the dominion of

Nogah, becomes a vessel that limits holiness. And the power of the vessel is superior; for since
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the power of the limiting vessel is specifically from the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol
almin), this is an added superiority in physical things over the higher Chochmah: in physical
things, even the nature of the something (yesh) and the physical thing is also drawn from the illu-

mination of the light that encompasses all worlds,
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whereas in the higher Chochmah there is no illumination of the light that encompasses all worlds
except to limit the something (yesh), but its nature and essence are drawn from the kav and the

chut (the line and the thread), as mentioned above.
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