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“And the Jews accepted what they had begun to do.” The meaning is: they began at the Giving of

the Torah, when they said “we will do and we will hear,” and at that time it was still called by the

name “beginning.”
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But in the days of Haman, “the Jews accepted,” etc.: a complete acceptance. To understand this,

one must understand the matter of the Giving of the Torah, that it was given to Israel.
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But did not Avraham our father, peace be upon him, fulfill the entire Torah before it was given? So

what is the advantage of its being given?
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However, the distinction of Avraham our father, peace be upon him, was that he was “going and
journeying”; that is, he was in the mode of “running and returning,” because his attribute was the
attribute of love, in a state of self-nullification (bittul) toward Him, may He be blessed, for Avraham

[is] ever mah (“a limb of mah”), etc.
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And this self-nullification comes through contemplation, as it is written, “Let them praise the
Name of G-d,” etc.: the level of a name alone, which is not in the category of His essence and being,

etc.

L5735 MNPy AR XI2W 919 N0 199y 770 ROW IXT21Y TIX N0 1NN 1NIRRY 137007 X 00

For “He” — that is, His essence and being, may He be blessed — “commanded, and they were creat-
ed”; for it does not apply to Him, may He be blessed, to say that He created the worlds, as men-

tioned above.
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For the term “created” (bara) implies that the power of the maker is in the thing made, and this ap-
plies only to His Names, may He be blessed, as it is written, “In the beginning Elokim created”: that
is, the Names of the Holy One, blessed be He.
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But [as for] His essence and being, as it were, it is only as though “He commanded, and they were
created” of themselves, for they have no comparison or relation to Him, may He be blessed, at all,
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for “exalted is His Name alone.” The meaning is: even the level of “exalted,” that is, the level of the

light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), is only the level of “His Name alone.”
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Accordingly, the soul becomes nullified to Him, may He be blessed, in a state of self-nullification
(bittul) in the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, itself; for the soul has no power to contain
the light of this love except in the mode of “running and returning.” And this was the distinction

and rank of Avraham: “going and journeying.”
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But of the Time to Come it is written, “for eye to eye they shall see,” because of that time it is said,
“with weeping they shall come”; for the weeping is
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because of receiving the great joy and the abundance of delight that is revealed, far, far beyond
what the soul can bear; and therefore one weeps and sheds tears, because there is no restraint at

the level of vessel and limit, as is known.
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Now, Avraham'’s distinction was very great by virtue of the root of his soul, and not every person
merits this. Therefore the Torah was given: 248 positive commandments and 365 negative com-

mandments, which are the very level of “running and returning.”
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“Running” is in the positive commandments, and “returning” in the negative commandments. For
the mitzvos are vessels for the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, which is enclothed in

them.
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As it is written, “G-d descended upon Mount Sinai.” For the 248 commandments are the 248 limbs

of the King. Just as a limb
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is a vessel in which the life-force from the brain is enclothed, so the mitzvos are vessels and limbs
for the life-force drawn from Chochmah (wisdom), for “the Torah comes forth from Chochmah,” in
which the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, itself is enclothed; and through this there will

be a revelation of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, itself in the soul of man.
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And this is the meaning of “we will do and we will hear.” “We will do” is the level of a vessel, in the
doing of the mitzvos in actual deed. And “we will hear” (nishma) is from the expression “and Shaul
assembled (vayeshama),” a term of gathering: that into them there be gathered and collected draw-
ings-down from the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He.
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For the drawing down of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, into Torah and mitzvos depends on the

doing of the mitzvos and their fulfillment in actual deed, since there is no light without a vessel, as

is known from the matter of the element of fire,
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by way of analogy: it is the highest, above all the four elements beneath the sphere of the moon,
and nevertheless it does not shine at night, because the light that comes from it does not shine
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unless there is something below that it takes hold of and burns, such as a wick and wood; and after
the wood and the wick are consumed and burned up, it departs and is as though it had never been,

and does not merit the name “light” at all.
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And this is [the meaning of] “nor is an unlearned person a chasid.” A chasid is one who possesses
the emotive attributes (middos) of love, and this is the very level of light (for twice or, “light,”
equals ve’ahavta, “and you shall love,” in numerical value); and there cannot be a revelation of the

light of love
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unless there is the level of a vessel below that is affected by it. And this level of a vessel comes
through Torah and mitzvos; which is not so with an unlearned person.
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Moreover, the main cause of drawing down the Infinite Light, blessed be He, so that it be enclothed
in Torah and mitzvos, and so that there be [the level of] “You are wise, but not,” etc., is none other
than the essence of the Torah and of the doing of the mitzvos themselves; for the level of the vessel

precedes the light in its root and the source from which it is hewn.
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As is explained elsewhere on the verse, “And these are the kings who reigned in the land of Edom
before any king reigned,” etc.
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And as is known, the root and life-force of food, from the inanimate, the vegetative and the animal,
is higher than the life-force and vital soul of man; which is why food gives life to a person and

restores his soul, etc.
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Therefore the main drawing down of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, depends on the

level of a vessel: through the doing of the mitzvos and their fulfillment in actual deed, by which one

makes the level of a vessel, from this the light is drawn down and enclothed in them.
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And this is also the meaning of “nor is an unlearned person a chasid”: there cannot be a drawing

down of the light of love from above except through vessels, which are the Torah and the mitzvos.
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With this one can understand why we sometimes find that Avraham'’s distinction is reckoned great

in that he fulfilled the entire Torah, as it is written, “and he kept My charge,” etc.; and sometimes
we find that it is reckoned to him as a deficiency that he did not merit the Torah.
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For both are true: by virtue of the root of his soul he was exceedingly high, to the point that his soul
was a chariot (merkavah) and the level of a vessel for the light of the Torah and for the Infinite Light
(Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, which is drawn down and enclothed in the Torah.
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For Avraham [is| ever mah: a limb and a vessel. But all the mitzvos themselves, which are more ex-

alted levels, from “before any king reigned,” etc., had not yet been given in the days of Avraham.
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But concerning this drawing down it is said, “Let them bring a royal garment” and “a horse that
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the king has ridden upon,” “and let them clothe the man,” etc.
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The explanation: the royal garment is the level of Torah and mitzvos, as it is written, “He wraps
Himself in light as in a robe,” and “light” means nothing other than Torah; for the Torah comes

forth from Chochmah (wisdom), and it is the level of a garment for the light
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of the Infinite One, blessed be He, which is enclothed within it: “You are wise,” etc. And the mitzvos

are called garments, in which is enclothed “Chesed (kindness), the right arm,” etc.
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And the drawing down of this level of garment, so that there be an enclothing of the Infinite Light
(Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, in Torah and mitzvos, in the doing of the mitzvos and their fulfillment
in actual deed, is through the level of the horse; as it is written concerning the Giving of the Torah,

“When You ride upon Your horses, Your chariots are salvation.”
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The explanation of this matter: sus (010, “horse”) equals in numerical value twice gimmel-samech
(63), and this is the level of “for He is exalted, exalted”; that is, that through this one be in a state of
self-nullification (bittul) toward Him, may He be blessed.
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For mitzvos require intention, that is, the desire of the heart: “if he sets his heart to Him,” etc. For

the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, rests only upon one who is nullified to Him, etc.
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Now, the matter of the horse is that the horse carries its rider to a place he cannot reach on his
own. And there are two aspects to this: it brings him up great mountains and brings him down into

great valleys. So too,
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in this level of self-nullification (bittul) there are two aspects. From below to above: to a place
where the sitra achra (the other side) has no nurture and no hold, the world of freedom, “exalted
over the haughty,” where no abundance and life-force is given to them; “though you soar like the

eagle,” etc.
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And this is what is written, “The horse and its rider He cast (ramah) into the sea.” Ramah is a term
of loftiness and a term of casting, and both are true: because of the loftiness, the level of casting

comes about, etc.
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And from above to below: that the revelation of this level of self-nullification (bittul) be drawn
down below, so that the sitra achra (the other side) is transformed and subdued, etc. For a transfor-
mation of the emotive attributes (middos) cannot come about through the holy emotive attributes
themselves, since they are “one opposite the other.”
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As the saying goes, “Not like Avraham, from whom Yishmael issued”; rather, “until a spirit from on
high is poured out upon him”: the level of self-nullification (bittul) in the Infinite Light (Or Ein
Sof), blessed be He.
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And this is alluded to in the words of our Sages, of blessed memory, “Let his mother come and wipe

her son clean,” etc.; and as it is written, “If G-d washes”: do not read im (“if”) but em (“mother”),

etc.
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“The mother of the children,” that is, the mother and source of the emotive attributes (middos), is
the level of contemplation of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, itself, in a state of self-nullification;
and there all the attributes are transformed from one extreme to its opposite, because it is the level
of the encompassing (makif),
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as, by way of analogy, thought, which encompasses and bears two opposite things; and there the

level of “one opposite the other” has no dominion.
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And this is [the meaning of] “When You ride upon Your horses, Your chariots are salvation”: that

the level of salvation is drawn down, “to save from those who judge his soul,” and to transform, etc.
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Through this, the garment and the horse are given “into the hand of one of the king’s noble
princes”: this is Michael, the High Priest, a branch of Chesed (kindness), who clothes the soul in
Gan Eden, etc.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/megillas-esther/10/ 9

14

15



TORAH OHR - MEGILLAS ESTHER - MAAMAR 10 MWy 190 WK DR 02700 77:,71

VAT 37 °3 .19 WITR DPID7 1INRRW DOPYTS 0OTONY PUIIRM D7V 121 A0 WY 190 1199 KA
L1OWNN DY 77T M2 19PN WP Nown Iy X1

bR

“And proclaim before him, ‘Thus shall be done,’” etc. This will be understood in light of the saying

of our Sages, of blessed memory, “The righteous are destined to have ‘holy’ said before them,” etc.

For kadosh (“holy”) is the drawing down of the supernal kodesh (“holiness”) by means of the vav,

which indicates drawing down.
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And in the Time to Come all the drawings-down will be from below to above, for the main revela-

tion will be below, and the angels on high will receive illumination from below, etc.
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Now, the drawing down of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, in the manner mentioned

above, they began at the Giving of the Torah, for then was the beginning of the drawing down, like

the matter of “little by little I will drive them out.”
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But in the days of Haman, “the Jews accepted”: a complete acceptance, all at once. For Yehudim
(“Jews”) are so called after the level of hodayah (acknowledgment). For there is blessing and ac-

knowledgment: blessing is the level of revelation, “from world to world.”
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But acknowledgment is not the level of revelation, since it is the level of acknowledging the Infinite

Light, blessed be He, itself, which cannot come to revelation and is not grasped by any thought
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except by way of acknowledgment; and this is the level of utter self-nullification (bittul). And at that
time Israel merited the rank of the great self-nullification through self-sacrifice (mesirus nefesh)
for the sanctification of G-d’s Name;
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for had they wished to change their faith, Haman would have done nothing to them, since he de-
creed only against the Jews;
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but they gave themselves over to death the entire year, and no thought of [going] outside, G-d for-
bid, arose in them. And through the level of self-sacrifice they merited the level of complete accep-
tance, so that the level of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, itself entered and was drawn down into

them.
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