TORAH OHR - PARSHAS LECH LECHA - MAAMAR 6

siiaB=Ria l=}3'p!
130 QAN Pl

On that very day Avraham was circumcised
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“On that very day Avraham was circumcised,” etc. [We need] to understand the question that is

raised in the books: why did Avraham not circumcise himself earlier, since he kept the entire Torah

before it was given, even eiruvei tavshilin?
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To understand this, we must first [explain]| the matter of circumcision. For it is written, “It is not in
heaven, that you should say, “‘Who will go up for us to heaven?’ (mi ya’aleh lanu hashamaymah)” —

whose initial letters [spell] milah (circumcision) and whose final letters [spell] Havayah.
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The explanation: first it is written, “You shall circumcise the foreskin of your heart,” and it is [also]
written, “And Havayah your G-d will circumcise your heart.” The meaning is that there are two lev-
els of circumcision. The first is from below upward: we must circumcise the foreskin of the heart,

and this is the matter of teshuvah (return),
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as it is written, “And you shall return unto Havayah your G-d,” through fulfilling the Torah and
mitzvos. And our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “If Israel do teshuvah, they are redeemed; and if

not, they are not redeemed.”
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And after the ingathering of the exiles it is written, “And He will bring you into the land... and He
will do you good,” etc. And this is the circumcision that is from above downward: “And Havayah

will circumcise your heart.”
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(And this is [the meaning of| “And He will do you good more than your fathers”: the level of “How

great is Your goodness that You have hidden away,” etc.; for regarding Moshe, who was born cir-

cumcised, it is written, “And she saw him, that he was good,” etc.)
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That is to say: the level of the first circumcision, which is from below upward, is an arousal from
below; and the arousal from above is the revelation, the level of “And Havayah will circumcise your
heart,” etc.
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Now, about this second circumcision, which will be after the ingathering of the exiles and after the
fulfillment of the entire Torah, it is written, “Who will go up for us to heaven?” — the initial letters

[spelling] milah —which is above the level of the Torah.
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For about the Torah it is said, “It is not in heaven,” for it is brought low, below, specifically. And
[this is] as mentioned in the Gemara, that Rabbi Yehoshua said, “We pay no heed to a heavenly
voice,” because the Torah is not in heaven but only below it. And it is called “the Torah of

Havayah,”
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for the Name Havayah [is]: the yud, tzimtzum (contraction); the hei, expansion; the vav, drawing
down, etc. — through which it was drawn down below. But the circumcision mentioned above is
above the Name Havayah, to the point that it is in the initial letters while the Name Havayah is in

the final letters; and therefore it is of the level and rank of “to heaven” (hashamaymah).
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And [it is] above the level of the Torah, which was brought low, below, from the level of these heav-

ens. And about this our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Great is circumcision, for thirteen

covenants were made over it.”
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The meaning of “Great is circumcision” is: the level of the great circumcision, which is from above

downward (see the Mikdash Melech on the Zohar, part 3, page 233b, and in the Likkutei Torah [of

the Arizal], Parshas Kedoshim, in Taamei HaMitzvos, on the matter of “Great is circumcision”) —

that Havayah will circumcise your heart.
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And therefore it was made with thirteen covenants. The explanation, as is known, is that the matter

of making a covenant is above reason and knowledge, like two who love each other, who make a

covenant to be loving to one another;
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that is, that he will be bound to love him: even if afterward this love for him would not arise in him
on account of reason and knowledge, nevertheless he compels himself to love, on a level that is

above reason and knowledge.
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And so too, in order that there be a revelation and drawing down of the level of the great circumci-

sion mentioned above (which is the level of “How great is Your goodness,” etc.),
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it is through the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy, which are above Chochmah (wisdom) and intellect;

and therefore it is above the level of the Name Havayah and above the level of Torah
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(just as the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy are a level that is above the Torah, and therefore it is there
that sin is forgiven). And about this it is said, “Until Your people pass over, Havayah”; meaning,
“until [they] pass over” into the level that is above the Name Havayah. (And regarding the Thirteen

Attributes of Mercy, too, it is written, “And [He]| passed,” etc.)
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Now with this can be understood the matter that Avraham kept the entire Torah before it was given,
yet did not keep the mitzvah of circumcision: because he wanted to attain that great circumcision

which is from above downward.
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Therefore he kept the entire Torah, which is below that circumcision, and afterward he merited

that great circumcision which is from above.

NIPMY DRYAW® N9 223 790N WURD [mry nxl PR PR 29N KDY ONAR PI3 [(2inow n) @00
13 51" 2°n57 1905

And this is why it says, “Avraham was circumcised,” and it is not written, “And he circumcised

himself,” as it is written earlier regarding the circumcision of Yishmael and those purchased with

his money, where it is written, “And he circumcised,” etc.
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For that is the circumcision from below, as it is written, “You shall circumcise the foreskin of your
heart.” But Avraham merited the revelation of the level of “And Havayah will circumcise your

heart”; therefore it says, “Avraham was circumcised,” etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “On that very day (be’etzem hayom hazeh) he was circumcised”: that
is, in the very essence of this day. And “this day” is the day that is entirely long, that is entirely

good, etc.
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And the essence of this day is that great revelation which will be in the time to come: the revelation
of the level of “Your great goodness.” And this is [the meaning of] “entirely good.” And when the

level of the essence of this day was revealed to him, then Avraham was circumcised, etc.
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