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“And the curtain (paroches) shall separate for you.” Now, in Etz Chaim (Sha’ar 41) it is explained
that there is a partition (parsa) (and see Etz Chaim, Sha’ar 7, chapter 2).
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And in the Gemara, in Kesubos (106a), it is stated: “There were thirteen curtains in the Second
Temple: seven opposite the seven gates,” etc.; and Rashi explains that they were made for modesty.
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That is: at night the gates were locked, as is stated in Tractate Tamid, and only by day were they
open, so that people could go in and out through the gateways; and [though] they had to be open,
nevertheless there was a curtain for each gate, for modesty, etc.
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The meaning of this is as follows. The Temple Courtyard (Azarah) and the chambers correspond to
Malchus (sovereignty) of the World of Atzilus (Emanation), for above, in Malchus, there are all the
aspects that are in the Courtyard, and also the Temple Mount of five hundred cubits, as stated in the
Zohar, [Parshas] Shelach Lecha (161b).
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Now, at night “the gates of the Garden of Eden are closed,” just as the gates, the gates of the
Courtyard, are locked. And although it is written, “She rises while it is still night and gives food to

her household,” that is specifically in the outer dimension (chitzoniyus).

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/lech-lecha/4/ 2



TORAH OHR - PARSHAS LECH LECHA - MAAMAR 4 DD‘? naen ﬂ‘?"f:-'l'l

957 DNoM 397 NP WA R 077 1 N1AT PIAP MpPNon RINY 1w NYwa DTRI 10
MP53 RPIT RITIRW NPNZOM RNPAT RVO°D P NIPAM NOM°1D RN LwANn PPRY 19I1N3
nP AR NP h Muwanm

It is like a person during sleep, which is a withdrawal and gathering of the life-force from the
blood, which is the soul, into the heart, and everything is closed up within it, so that the inner di-
mension (pnimiyus) of the life-force does not spread out from it, but only a kista de-chayusa (a
small measure of life) and the outer dimension; for at that time there is specifically the revelation

and spreading of the outer dimension of the life-force,
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such as the nourishing power and the digestive power in the soul, which are the outer dimension

compared with the power of the intellect, the emotive attributes (middos), sight and hearing.
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Their spreading takes place mainly during sleep. For when a person is not asleep and his intellect
shines, the digestive and nourishing powers are not so spread out, because they are included in the
power of the intellect, like a candle before a torch; and therefore [the intellect] holds back their
spreading.
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But during sleep, when the rule of the power of the intellect withdraws, they spread out, and then
the stomach digests and sends [the food] on to the liver, etc. The nourishing, digestive and ex-
pelling powers and the like are the outer and lower powers of the soul.

133 ¥732 °91 120 qWRIY TR CN0R [17y 137 ¥7AT 1°YN 19993 9¥RT N10PRa 19YRD 99

"D NPA°ID NART APV AT 1390w T [y

So too above, in Malchus (sovereignty) of the World of Atzilus (Emanation): at night “the gates of
the Garden of Eden are closed.” For the illumination drawn from the level of Malchus into the
Garden of Eden, the radiance of the Shechinah (Divine Presence), is the main illumination of the
inner dimension (pnimiyus) of Malchus
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(that is, the drawing down is from the level of the first three [Sefiros] within Malchus, as explained
elsewhere in the explanation of the Zohar on Parshas Acharei). At night this illumination with-
draws, and only an outer flow is drawn down then; this is [the meaning of] “and gives food” in [the
worlds of] Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah (and this drawing down is from the level of the seven lower
[Sefiros] of Malchus).
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By day the gates of the Garden of Eden are opened, because there is a strengthening of the

Chasadim (kindnesses) — “the kindness of G-d is all day long” — therefore the inner flow is drawn

down then. Nevertheless there is [still] the level of a curtain, a partition, and this flow is drawn

down
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by means of the partition. And the partition is from the level of the Chashmal, which is from the
outer dimension (chitzoniyus) of Binah (understanding), which clothes and surrounds the ten
Sefiros of Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes) and the ten Sefiros of Nukva (the feminine / Malchus)
like a garment of skin, and clothes them on their sides.
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This is so that there be no drawing of nourishment by the external forces. And beneath their feet it

is the level of a shoe, to be a separation between Atzilus and Beriah and Yetzirah, etc.
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(This shoe is the level of the screen and partition that separates between Atzilus and Beriah, as stat-
ed in Etz Chaim, Sha’ar 41, chapter 1 and chapter 6, and in Sha’ar 40, chapter 1.) And [this is] as

Rashi explained, “for modesty,” meaning that there should not be
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the full revelation of the light of Atzilus in Beriah, but only by way of a screen: Malchus of Atzilus

breaks through the screen and becomes Atik of Beriah (see Etz Chaim, Sha’ar 41, chapter 1, and

Iggeres HaKodesh, [the letter] “He and His life-force”). And so it is in every world.

m793) 19 DYIN WYY TV [xap1 poix Ty PN %P1 11°2° N1NXSRn Dawn 973 Yyl IR°123Y

MR®I3T [naxann] N7NR KPR IR"M27 7139272 19K 7793809 1IR3 1°2W 0nAw R”D R”NDW (00 yya)
[0 07x] PR OV 19N° B0 [mat mwn 277 1A PRI PAWA 973 W [naxanaw] NPNAY KPR

For in Beriah, too, a Chashmal is formed from the outer dimension of Binah, and it surrounds Z’eir
Anpin and Nukva, until it becomes a shoe, etc. (In Etz Chaim, Sha’ar 41, chapter 1, [it is stated] that
the screen between Beriah and Yetzirah is not from Binah of Beriah but from Tiferes of Beriah; but
in Tiferes too there is a Chashmal, as the Ramaz writes at the end of Parshas Yisro in the name of
[the book] Adam Yashar.
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However, in Likkutei HaShas from the Arizal, page 16, in the passage beginning “Go and diminish

yourself,” [it is] as written here; see there. And see what is written in the explanation of the verse

“For on this day He shall atone.”)
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To understand what this Chashmal is: “from my flesh I behold” [it]. In the emotive attributes (mid-
dos) there is not the revelation of the whole intellect, for if there were, the attributes would be nulli-

fied in the intellect, and there would be no spreading forth and drawing out from them at all.
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Nevertheless, a small illumination from the outer dimension of Binah surrounds them — the level
of contemplation that is above the emotive attributes — so that there be no drawing of nourishment

by the external forces, for from the emotive attributes the sitra achra (the other side) can gain a
hold,
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as our Sages said, “Not like Avraham, from whom Yishmael came forth,” etc.; and likewise the
breaking of the vessels was in the emotive attributes. Therefore there must be the level of an en-
compassing Chashmal, so that they draw no nourishment from the attributes except in the manner

of hair and nails, only as much as is needed.
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(For this Chashmal is from Binah, and Chochmah and Binah are “two companions,” etc.; and from
Chochmah (wisdom) the external forces draw no nourishment, as is known from the matter of the
afflictions (nega’im), and as it is written, “They die, and not with wisdom,” because Chochmah is
koach mah [“the power of what”], the level of self-nullification (bittul) to the Infinite Light (Or Ein
Sof), etc.)
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The explanation of the Chashmal that clothes Z’eir Anpin and Nukva — it is the outer dimension in
relation to them, and yet its root is higher than they, since it is from Binah:
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The matter is like a parable (mashal), which is a garment for the thing it illustrates (nimshal). For
the letter-combinations of the parable are physical compared with the thing illustrated, and merely

a garment for it.
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Yet the root of the parable is very high and exalted, for not every person can speak parables, but
only [such as] “the parables of Shlomo”; and in the Gemara they said of Rabbi Meir: “a third law,

and a third parables”; and they said, “When Rabbi Meir died, the tellers of parables ceased,” etc.
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That is because specifically one whose intellect is a lofty intellect can contract his intellect into a
parable that corresponds exactly to the thing it illustrates,
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whereas one whose intellect is not so lofty is satisfied with understanding the idea as it is,
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but he cannot bring it to light through a parable, and if he does tell a parable it will not correspond,

etc. In the same way is the level of the Chashmal, which is a garment for Z’eir Anpin and Nukva,

like the clothing of an idea in a parable.
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That is, because it is drawn from Binah, which is far above the emotive attributes, etc.; only after-
wards does it become a garment for Z’eir Anpin and Nukva and is below them, just as the parable is
the outer dimension relative to the thing illustrated, and merely a garment.
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It is thus understood that in this level of the Chashmal there are two aspects. First, from the side of
its root, it is very high and exalted, above the emotive attributes,
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being from the level of Binah. And second, from the side of its spreading forth, it is in the outer di-
mension, in the form of letter-combinations, the letters being the last level in all the ten Sefiros
(and the Chashmal’s clothing Z’eir Anpin and Nukva is like the letters that clothe the attributes,

etc.).
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This is the meaning of Chashmal: chash mal. Chash means silence; that is from the side of its first
aspect, its root in Binah.
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For “a fence for wisdom is silence,” since Havayah is in Chochmah, and therefore Chochmah is the
level of self-nullification, and that is the silence; and similarly Moshe our teacher, peace be upon

him, was “heavy of mouth,” etc.
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And mal means speech and revelation; that is from the side of its second aspect, when it becomes a
garment for Z’eir Anpin and Nukva, like the letters that clothe the thing illustrated, and through

this there can be a flow of influence. This is the meaning of mal.
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Now, this is [so] of the Chashmal within the ten Sefiros themselves. And so also among the angels,
who have many thousands of myriads of levels, as it is written, “Is there any number to His
troops?” And some of them are from the level of the Chashmal, through the vessels of the World of

Atzilus (Emanation).
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(What is meant: what was explained above is the Chashmal of Binah (understanding) of Atzilus that
surrounds Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes) and Nukva (the feminine / Malchus) of Atzilus, as
above; and likewise in Z’eir Anpin and Nukva of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah there is also a level of
Chashmal, and from it comes the screen between Beriah and Yetzirah and between Yetzirah and

Asiyah.
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And there too there are angels from the level of the Chashmal; and as is known, Metatron is called
“the shoe of the Shechinah (Divine Presence),” and it has been explained that the shoe is the level
of the Chashmal, etc.) And about this our Sages said: “When the speech goes forth from the mouth
of the Holy One, blessed be He, they are silent (chashos).”
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The explanation: “the Holy One, blessed be He” is Z’eir Anpin, as in the explanation of “the Holy
One, blessed be He, and His Shechinah.” “His Shechinah” is that which dwells and is clothed in the
lower beings, while “Holy” means set apart. So the level of Malchus (sovereignty) — “there is no

king without a people” — is the level that dwells and is clothed in the people,
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whereas His attributes, may He be blessed — “Yours, Havayah, is the greatness,” etc. — have no re-
lation or proportion to the people, and that is the level of “Holy.”
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And the speech that goes forth from the mouth of the Holy One, blessed be He, is the level of reve-
lation, that is, the mal of Chashmal. That is when Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes) and Nukva
(the feminine / Malchus) break through the screen and descend and are revealed in the world
below.
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Then the angels are silent (chashos), for they are included in the self-nullification (bittul) that is
drawn from the level of Chochmah (wisdom), as explained above regarding “a fence for wisdom is
silence.”
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Whereas when the speech does not go forth, etc., which is a state of withdrawal, then they speak
(memallelos), for they are “with a great noise” and say, “Blessed be the glory,” etc.
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This is the Chashmal that surrounds and clothes Z’eir Anpin and Nukva on their sides, which is so

that there be no drawing of nourishment by the external forces. But beneath their feet it is the level

of “How beautiful are your steps in shoes, O daughter of the noble,” which is the level of Malchus

(sovereignty).
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This shoe is not only so that there be no drawing of nourishment by the external forces; rather, it
separates, so that the full revelation of the light that is in the World of Atzilus (Emanation), where

“He and His vessels are one,” should not be so in Beriah,
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but that Beriah should be at the level of something (yesh). That is, through the screen separating
between Atzilus and Beriah, the light that is drawn from Atzilus through the screen to give life to

Beriah is a derivative light (or shel toldah).
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Therefore Beriah is called “something from nothing” (yesh me-ayin). And although it is written,
“For all is from You,” and “all before Him are considered as nothing,” nevertheless it is called
something from nothing, because the coming into being of the something is from the level of the

light drawn through the partition, which is the level of “nothing” (ayin),
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for it is not the essence and being of the light that is before the partition, but a derivative light,
which is the level of “nothing” compared with the essence of the light above the partition.
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(And see the Zohar, volume 2, page 78b, “the secret of the Chashmal,” etc., and Zohar HaRakia
there, and the Ramaz, and the book Hadras Melech, sections 30 and 55.)
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Now, on Shabbos the light of the World of Atzilus (Emanation) shines below through being clothed
in the World of Beriah (Creation) alone, and there is only one screen.
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Whereas on the weekdays there is a difference between the Land of Israel and outside the Land: in

the Land of Israel the [Divine] conduct is through the World of Yetzirah (Formation), and outside

the Land through the World of Asiyah (Action). Now, all this is still in the realm of holiness, and

“the host of heaven bows to You,” for even the something (yesh) is nullified.
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(Therefore the curtains and partitions mentioned above are the level of curtains that separate be-
tween holy and holy; for as to the partition that separates between the ten Sefiros of Yetzirah and
the ten Sefiros of Asiyah, the ten Sefiros of Asiyah too are holy.)
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But from Asiyah downward there is another screen and partition, which is kelipas nogah (the
“glowing” husk), and it is the level of the foreskin (orlah) that covers the covenant.
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(As written in Etz Chaim, Sha’ar 40, chapter 1: it is called kelipas nogah, etc., and it is the foreskin
that covers Yesod (foundation).) And it is the separation between holy and profane (chol).
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(And it may be that the partition is between the ten Sefiros of Asiyah and kelipas nogabh; if so, it may
also be the level of a Chashmal that separates between the ten Sefiros of Asiyah and nogah.
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Also, elsewhere, in Parshas Va’eschanan, on the verse “Hear [O Israel],” etc., it is likewise ex-
plained that the separation is through the level of the Chashmal; and also elsewhere the matter of
the level of the atufim is explained, which is intermediate between holiness and kelipas nogah, etc.)
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This is the meaning of “which G-d created to make” — to rectify; and “lupines need rectifying,” etc.
For man was created “in Our image, after Our likeness,” and he has this screen,
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and he must rectify [it], so that the profane become the level of “profane things prepared in the pu-
rity of holiness”; and that is through their being included in the holiness of Shabbos.
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For Shabbos is holy: then the light of Atzilus shines through Beriah without the screen between
Beriah and Yetzirah and between Yetzirah and Asiyah, and all the more so kelipas nogah does not
separate then, for [the light] shines not through it, etc.
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Therefore a person is set apart from weekday work, for he does not occupy himself with physical

things; rather, “a Shabbos to Havayah your G-d,” in a state of self-nullification (bittul) — although it

is the self-nullification of Beriah, the level where there is [still] someone who is nullified, etc.
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Whereas on the weekdays, whose coming into being is through Yetzirah and Asiyah, there is kelipas
nogah covering [them]. But by refining, during the six weekdays, the refinements of nogah — “the

labor of your hands,
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when you eat [it]”: he deals faithfully, for the sake of Heaven, and prays and studies with this
strength — through this the profane things become prepared in the purity of holiness. And about
this we say at the departure of Shabbos, “Blessed [is He] who separates between holy and profane”:
for the existence of a separation and partition is from a high and exalted place, as explained above

regarding the Chashmal, etc.,
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and “Blessed” (baruch) [means| drawn down from there, so as to shine through the partition. For if
there were no partition, there would be no coming into being of something new from nothing, and
no rectification of profane things prepared in the purity of holiness
[1oow] O P9 D1 12 7991 W0 [erw] TP RIT D°3INMN2 71997 X120 1ot 73 I PY)
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(only holiness alone; and the intent of creation, a dwelling place among the lower realms, is that
there be a separate something (yesh), the level of the profane, only that afterwards there be the

nullification of the something, the purity of holiness).
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Now, in the revelation of the light through the partition, it is still holiness, until the end of Asiyah,
where the place of nogah is. And this is the mitzvah of circumcision (milah): mal Yud-Hei, which is
the mal of the Chashmal of Binah (understanding), which is from the level of Yud-Hei,
Snawn P27 AIRWI IR [701 npo5p] 17P ROAW 199y D°°0NYIY 119517 1°9°9 1990 117 [73°21 nnon] 2”917 92
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for Chochmah (wisdom) and Binah are “two companions.” That is, when the foreskin, which is keli-
pas nogah, is removed, then there remains only the Chashmal of Binah, which is the garment that
must exist, as explained above, so that Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah can come into being, etc.; but
the foreskin, which is kelipas nogah, must be removed.
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At first it had to be so, so that kelipas nogah could draw nourishment, and from it the impure keli-
pos, for kelipas nogah is what separates between holiness and all the truly impure kelipos; but af-

terwards the service is to refine kelipas nogah and turn it into holiness, etc.
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Now, when the foreskin is removed, then he becomes “father of a multitude of nations,” for sparks
are added to be included in G-dliness, since there is no screen of nogah. And about this it is said: “I

— behold, My covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations.”
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“I” |[bears the cantillation] zakef gadol: for ani (“I”) has the letters of ayin (“nothing”), since

Malchus (sovereignty) is Keser (the Crown); and zakef gadol [means] when it is raised upward, etc.
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The explanation: through circumcision, “My covenant” itself is “with you,” that is, the revelation of
Yesod (foundation). For the whole partition is entirely in the level of Yesod, in every world: Yesod of
Abba, etc.,
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down to the end of Asiyah, where it becomes an actual foreskin; and with the cutting of the foreskin
there comes the revelation of “My covenant” itself — “I” with zakef gadol, etc. — to be truly “with

you,” dwelling and revealed below as above.
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(What is meant: through the cutting of the foreskin, [light] descends and is drawn from the level of
“I” into the level of Yesod, as written in Etz Chaim that as long as the foreskin is attached, the reve-
lation of the supernal lights is not drawn into Yesod, but they are closed off above, etc.; and with
the cutting of the foreskin the level of ani, the letters of ayin, is drawn into the level of “My

covenant,” and all this is drawn truly “with you,” etc.)
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