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Your name shall no longer be called Avram
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“Your name shall no longer be called Avram; rather, your name shall be Avraham, for [I have made
you] the father of a multitude of nations,” etc.
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The explanation: the reason for circumcision [is that] it is written, “which G-d created to make,”
[meaning]| to perfect, for it still needs perfecting by man. For although G-d has already created
man, He did not create him complete.
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As is found in Midrash Rabbah (Parshas Bereishis, chapter 11): [someone] asked about circumci-
sion, “If circumcision is so dear, why was man created uncircumcised?” And the answer was that
everything that was created in the six days of creation needs [further| making and perfecting, just
as lupines need perfecting.
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And [we must] understand how the analogy resembles what it illustrates. Now, the saying is well
known: “Who in His goodness renews each day, continually, the work of creation.”
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“Continually” is the renewal of something from nothing. And the coming into being of something

[tangible] and physical from nothing and spiritual cannot happen except through the level of what

is written, “The curtain shall separate for you between the Holy,” etc.
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For in the Beis HaMikdash, there, in the Holy of Holies, was the source of the flow [of divine influ-
ence] and the revelation of the Shechinah (Divine Presence). And for the flow to be drawn from

there onward, it could not be through revelation to such a degree,
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for if so, all would be one. Rather, it is drawn through a separating screen: this is the curtain that

separates between the Holy of Holies, where the revelation of the Shechinah was, and the level of
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the Holy. And “paroches” (curtain), Targum Onkelos renders “parsa” (partition). And there were
several kinds of curtain in the Beis HaMikdash and the Mishkan, for the whole chain of descending
worlds (hishtalshelus), from world to world, is through a screen, a partition that interrupts between

each world, etc.
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And this is the meaning of “Who in His goodness renews”: the coming into being from nothing to
something is through renewal. That is, through a screen and partition a new light comes to be, a
light that is an offspring, and it is not of the essence of the first light. And as it descends and de-

volves further, there comes to be yet another partition, until actual physicality comes into being.
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However, there are several kinds of separating screens. For there is another level, [of which] we say

at the close of Shabbos, “Who separates between holy and mundane.”
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This is a complete separating screen, and it is unlike the partition that interrupts between the Holy
and the Holy of Holies, for that is the way of the chain of descent (hishtalshelus) of that very same

light, as it becomes more material,
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and even after the partition it is holy (in the manner that at the close of Shabbos into Yom Tov we
say the separation, “Who separates between holy and holy”). Not so between holy and mundane:
that is a screen which hides and conceals the light until [what is beyond it] becomes actually
separate,
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like the outer chambers, which exalt themselves to say, “My river is mine,” etc., only that “You give
life to them all,” and they call Him “the G-d of gods,” and they are not outright deniers.
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And this is [the meaning of] “Give thanks to the G-d of the gods, for His kindness is le’olam
(forever)”: that His kindness and His flow [extend] from world to world, until He is at the level of
“G-d of the gods” in the place of hiddenness, concealment and darkness. And of this separating

screen it is said, “I clothe the heavens in blackness,” etc.
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Now, within this level of the mundane there are two levels. The first: the completely mundane, the

chambers of Nogah, which call Him “the G-d of gods,” as mentioned above.
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The second is the level of “mundane things prepared in the purity of the holy,” [such as| the mun-
dane days of the festival (chol hamoed). That is, an illumination from holiness, the level of self-nul-
lification (bittul), is drawn even into the mundane; just as through keeping Shabbos there is an illu-

mination in the six weekdays from the level of the holiness of Shabbos:
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the first three days from the Shabbos that has passed, and the last three days from the coming
Shabbos. And this is drawn to the Jewish people in the six workdays from the holiness of Shabbos,

so that all their deeds in the mundane should be
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in the manner of “mundane things prepared in the purity of the holy.” (And this is the meaning of
havdalah at the close of Shabbos, “Blessed ... Who separates,” etc.: the blessing is a drawing down,
that the mundane things be prepared in the purity of the holy.) And of this it is said, “Six days you
shall do your work,” etc.
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And the six workdays must be specifically through the concealment and the screen (that separates
between holy and mundane), for otherwise there would be actual self-nullification,
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as in the matter of the Shemoneh Esreh prayer with its bowings, and just as it is impossible to raise
a hand before the king, etc., and “one who gestures with a finger before the king,” etc.
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And in truth it is written, “When you eat the toil of your hands,” through the thirty-nine labors,
sowing, plowing, reaping, etc. That is, through the deed one draws down a new existence and the
coming into being of a new thing, so that there be “Who in His goodness renews the work of cre-

ation” specifically. And this is [the meaning of] “which G-d created to make.”
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Lupines need perfecting, to turn their bitterness into sweetness, so that “one who toiled on the eve
of Shabbos will eat on Shabbos,” that all be elevated into the level of Shabbos.
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For Shabbos is rest, the level of self-nullification, like the Shemoneh Esreh; and it is impossible for
it to be all Shabbos, just as [it cannot be| all Shemoneh Esreh; rather, first there must be the week-

days, etc.
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And this perfecting is also the aspect of circumcision. For until Avraham was circumcised his name
was Avram. “Av” (father) is the level of the first revelation of something from nothing,
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which, being the source of the flow, is called by the name “father.” And it was in the state of “ram”

(exalted), “high above all nations,” etc., because it was through a screen.
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And through the circumcision he was called Avraham, “father of a multitude of nations,” to add the
inclusion of sparks. For the illumination to be in complete revelation, until the spark draws near to
be included under the wings of the Shechinah, is through circumcision. For milah (circumcision)
is the letters mal [and] Yud-Hei, which are Chochmah and Binah.
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And “mal” is a term of revelation, for “mal” is from the word “memalela” (speaks), for speech is
what reveals the wisdom, so that the wisdom goes out from potential to actual, and from conceal-

ment to revelation.
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And therefore, in the Time to Come, of which it is written, “Then I will turn to the peoples a clear
language,” it is written, “And all flesh together shall see that the mouth of Havayah has spoken”:
because there will be the revelation of the level of speech, the revelation of G-dliness, the revela-

tion of Chochmah.
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And this revelation above is in the aspect of Chashmal: “at times silent” (chashos), that is, some-

”,

times it is in the state of concealment, “a fence for wisdom is silence”; “and at times speaking”
(memalelos), the level of speech and revelation.
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And also, “mal” is from the phrase “and he dwells opposite me” (mimuli), which is explained as

“facing me”; that is to say, a thing that appears as though it is before one’s eyes.
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And below, in the lower man (for it is written, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness”),
there is also a screen on the bestowing organ, which is in the state of “ram” (exalted).
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“The hidden things belong to Havayah our G-d”: [these are] Chochmah and Binah; “and the re-
vealed things are for us and for our children”: for through the circumcision they become “revealed
for us and for our children,” since the revelation is only in the aspect of “for our children,” which

is the aspect of begetting.
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For this reason, when the hei was added to Avraham, the reish was nevertheless not uprooted from
Avraham, for he is still in the state of “ram” (exalted); only the level of the hei was added, so that

this level of “ram” would be in revelation.
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Now, circumcision is revelation (and peri’ah [uncovering] is even greater revelation, as in “and he
shall uncover the woman’s head”; “an uncovered slaughter,” etc.).
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The screen that separates between holy and mundane, for the Jewish people, is “mundane things
prepared in the purity of the holy,” which is the main separation. For of the seven separations, we
do not say “to separate between the impure,” etc., because it is not so necessary; for since one re-
moves the separation between holy and mundane, etc.
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