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The subject of “Go forth”: “And he
went on his journeys,” from below
upward and from above downward
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(The subject of “Go forth” [Lech Lechal; “And he went on his journeys” — from below upward, from

above downward, etc.; “to Havayah who appeared,” etc.; “to Havayah,” unqualified.)
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Now, Avram is the intellect hidden from all thought — av ram, “exalted father”; and it must come to
be in a state of revelation, that is, that there be the ordered chain of descending worlds (hishtal-
shelus) from the level of “wise, but not with a knowable wisdom,” in the manner of descent from

level to level, down to the end, etc.
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And the purpose is that there be revelation in [the worlds of] Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah — the up-
per and lower Gan Eden, the delight of the created beings — so that they may receive the revelation
of the delight, etc.
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And this is the meaning of “Chesed is revealed in the mouth of the amah [the organ of the
covenant]”: that there be a revelation of the flow of influence in the manner of connection; and “he
was sitting at the entrance of the tent,” etc.
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But this revelation comes through contractions (tzimtzumim) and concealment — the level of the
darkness of Yitzchak — “And there was evening and there was morning, one day,”
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so that there be the level of a [created] something (yesh), and in it there will be “one day” — the
drawing down of “One” — that the something be nullified; that is, that there be the level of some-

thing and [yet] nullified, etc.
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Now, for this revelation to be, there must be the mitzvah of circumcision, to remove the foreskin,
which is kelipas nogah that covers over [it], etc., so that it draw no nourishment; for it is impossible
to draw down the level of revelation while it is there, except to the measure of its life-force, etc.
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Therefore it is written after the mitzvah of circumcision, “For [I have made you] the father of a mul-
titude of nations” —which at first glance is not understood: what do nations have to do with this?
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Rather, the power of refinement comes about through this revelation; for “To what are the right-
eous comparable before the Shechinah? Like a candle before a torch,” in that they are absorbed, in

a state of self-nullification (bittul), into the torch.
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And [the Sages]| said, “They were exiled to Edom,” etc.; for “they were exiled only so that converts
would be added to them” — and these are the sparks within kelipas nogah that are in foods and
drinks, which are elevated to be absorbed into holiness because of the revelation of the Shechinah,

through which they are nullified and absorbed, like a candle before a torch, etc.
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And this is the meaning of this passage, “And Havayah said to Avram” — av ram — that it should
descend and come down by stages in a state of revelation, so that there be rectification and

refinement.
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For until Avram there was the shattering of the vessels — the generation of the Flood, etc. And with
Avram begins the World of Rectification: “Go forth” (lech lecha) — the emergence of the Name
Mah, which rectifies and refines, etc.
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And there must be descent after descent, from av ram — the level of Yesod of Abba — down to “the
land,” the level of Malchus. “That I will show you.”
IR OTAR JAw 70T L9 M2 mMPanT 07 Ran INRY 97170 Ry JNIR 19K IRIK D
210 0% 1

This means: I will show and reveal you yourself; that is, you will come to be revealed through the
mitzvah of circumcision. “And your name shall be Avraham, [for I have made you] the father of a

multitude of nations,” etc.
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Now, according to this, it is a descent to become Avraham from av ram. But the point is that what
was added to him, the hei, is the upper hei; and in the Zohar it is stated on “And the Levite shall
perform the service, he”:
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“He” — this is Atika; that is, the revelation of Atik is specifically in Binah and not in Chochmabh; for
Chochmah is called Eden, and there is no revelation of Atik there,
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for Atik is the source of delights, and delight is above Chochmah; and in Chochmabh itself, which is
the level of a point, it has not yet come to revelation, except

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/lech-lecha/1/ 4



TORAH OHR - PARSHAS LECH LECHA - MAAMAR 1 (ﬂ'?S??JTPT:! n'?;mb al0]ata 155757377 -|'ps1 -|‘p -lTp "Iy,

LWHNT NP YT 1AV LKPPNY NIRA NP2pnw 923 22100 13p3 RDI°N2 1TIP1 1302 7Y
219 731°9Y NI A3 N2 07Y RPIT R [manmen] 3TN D79 [mowenn)

9,

through Binah — “a point in a palace”; “a female shall encompass a male” — for it receives the light
of Atika. And the explanation, as is known, is that for there to be an expansion and descent of the

levels, this comes specifically through a level and rank that is higher still, etc.
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To understand this well: it is written of Shlomo, “And he spoke three thousand parables.” The ex-
planation is as we see, that a wise man, even though he himself knows a matter of wisdom, never-
theless cannot explain that wisdom to another until, before
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he explains [it], he must bind his mind firmly and settle [his thought on] how and what he can ex-
plain, and [how to] bring [it] down by stages into lower matters and clothe them in a parable; that
is, that he be able to find that matter of wisdom also in lower things.
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For this a great sage is needed, who can clothe his wisdom even in lower matters that are beneath
him. Only King Shlomo, peace be upon him, in the abundance of his understanding, could find

three thousand parables,
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that is, three thousand levels beneath him; even there he could find and show that very matter of

wisdom that he knew.
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Therefore, when the level must come down by stages so that the contemplation be in breadth, it

must come from a higher source, loftier than the level of Chochmah, and then there can be the rev-

elation of Binah.
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But from Chochmah itself the level of Binah cannot descend and come down by stages; rather, the
root of Binah and its revelation is the revelation of Atik within it, and through [this] it came down

by stages and was revealed in breadth.
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So too here: for there to be the light of Binah, [with its] length and breadth, from the level of the
yud — Chochmah, the level of a point, etc. — this comes through the revelation of a higher level
still, namely the level of Atik, the level of the tip of the yud, through which the yud expands into the
hei.
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And as is explained in the Pardes, the yud has three tips; from the lower tip the hei is drawn forth,
and within the lower tip there is [something of] the level of the upper tip.
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It follows that there is a light of the upper tip in Binah. Therefore this descent is a very great eleva-
tion, for the light of Keser is drawn down. And therefore, “And he went on his journeys from the

Negev” —
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Chesed — “and as far as Beis E1” — Malchus: from above downward, and from below upward; from

“to Havayah who appeared,” etc., to “to Havayah,” unqualified.
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Now, to understand this in [terms of] divine service: [the Sages] said, “The fallen fruit of the wisdom

above is Torah”; that is, the Torah, which is [clothed] in physical things, is from the level of “wise,

but not with a knowable wisdom.” For
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the supernal Chochmah cannot be grasped except specifically through its being clothed in physical
things; so that in taking the esrog, for example, since the wisdom is clothed in it, it is as though one
grasps the supernal Chochmah.
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Now, the drawing down of the supernal Chochmah into physical things is through the light of
Keser; for “the Torah comes forth from Chochmah” in a state of revelation,
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but its source is higher: for the 613 mitzvos of the Torah and the seven of the Rabbis are the 620
pillars of light, and it [comes] from “the paths of the whiteness of the Skull (Gulgalta),” the level of

Keser, which is the Malchus of the Infinite One (Ein Sof); and through this it is drawn so far down.
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Therefore the revelation of the supernal Chochmah that is clothed in the passage of “Kadesh,” for
example, is greater than the revelation of Chochmah itself in its supernal place, because it is

drawn [down]| through Keser, which is above Chochmah.
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Therefore a supernal unification is brought about through physical things; as through charity

(tzedakah) a supernal unification is brought about in Atzilus — above Gan Eden, the delight of the

souls,
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which is in Beriah — and Malchus of Atzilus becomes the Atik of Beriah, etc.; so that from tzedek
comes tzedakah — the dalet becomes a hei — as is written in the Zohar, “As long as she has not re-

ceived a male,” etc.
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Therefore the Torah does not state the virtue of Avraham, that he would feed guests, etc., until he

came to the Land of Israel, and not outside the Land, even though he was already seventy-five years

old, etc.
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Rather, at first, even if he did [so], he did not draw down anything and did not touch the supernal
unification, until “And Havayah said to Avram” — with this utterance, “And Havayah said,” the su-

pernal Emanator drew down to av ram “Go forth,” etc.,
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for there to be descent and hishtalshelus, etc.; and then it was drawn down so that the supernal
unification depends on the deeds of those below; and the main revelation of the unification is
through the Torah.
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But the Patriarchs made a preparation for the level of the Torah, as it is written, “And He placed

Torah in Israel” — through Israel. For through Avraham the right line, Chesed, was drawn down,
etc.
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And this is the meaning of the book of Bereishis, in which there are no mitzvos of the Torah, only
the portion of Avraham and the portion of Yitzchak, etc., which are before the Torah; and they are

the ones who drew down [so] that there be the level of the Torah, etc.
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But according to this, it must be understood why Israel did not merit to receive the Torah until they
were in the exile of Egypt, “and they embittered [their lives] with mortar and with bricks”; had they
not already merited [it] through the Patriarchs?
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And also, how could he [Avraham]| perform all the unifications before he was circumcised, since
circumcision was given to him afterward, when he was ninety-nine years old?
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Yet it is stated that Avraham fulfilled the entire Torah — and how did he put on tefillin, in which the
Exodus from Egypt is mentioned, when there was as yet no exile of Egypt at all? But in truth there is

an inner dimension and an outer dimension, and his fulfillment was in the inner dimension.
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“And Havayah said” means the revelation and drawing down of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), the
supernal Keser, from above downward, in the inner dimension. But that it can be revealed also in
the outer dimension — that in a physical thing, in actual parchment, there be a revelation of

G-dliness, as explained above —
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this is not by way of hishtalshelus; only through “And they embittered their lives,” etc., “with all

hard labor,” does a revelation come about from the level that is above hishtalshelus,
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for then it can be revealed also below hishtalshelus; for there, above and below are equal — even

Chochmah is reckoned as the level of Asiyah: “You made them all with wisdom.”
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And this is [the meaning of| “for the circles of Arich encompass the feet of Asiyah”: that is, the
drawing down and revelation is from the supernal encompassing [light] that includes [the worlds
of| Atzilus, Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, etc.; and then His will, blessed be He, can descend by

stages even into a physical thing, into parchment and the like.
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But Avraham drew down only in the inner dimension, from above; therefore there was not yet a
revelation in the actual physical performance of the mitzvos, in the outer dimension; rather, his

fulfillment of the whole Torah was in the inner dimension.
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And when he was ninety-nine, the mitzvah of circumcision in actual deed was given to him as a

gift, in order that Yitzchak be born from him, from whom Yaakov the wholehearted would after-

ward come forth, and his sons would receive the Torah in outward revelation — mitzvos of actual

deed.
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Therefore Avraham did not receive the Torah, because Yishmael came forth from him, etc. Only af-
ter he was circumcised and Yitzchak was born after the circumcision could he then father Yaakov
the wholehearted, whose sons received the Torah in mitzvos of deed.
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[This is] a light from the circles, etc., [shining]| even in the outer dimension; for before Him, above
hishtalshelus, above and below are all one, etc.
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(And see what is written on [the verse] “Moshe would speak”: there the difference between
Avraham’s fulfilling the whole Torah, etc., and the Giving of the Torah is well explained, and it ac-

cords with what is written here.)
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And this is [the meaning of] “He made us, and not we [ourselves]”: the word lo is read with a vav and

written with an alef. And the explanation of the matter: for how can it be that we would be “His peo-

ple” by way of hishtalshelus? Only because “He made us,” and lo with an alef — this is the level of

Keser,
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for alef is the head of the letters — Keser; and through this there can be “and we are His” (lo, with a

vav), “His people”; for since this is above hishtalshelus, its light can be also below hishtalshelus.
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Therefore, when the Torah was given and they were commanded mitzvos in actual deed, the first

commandment begins with an alef: “I (Anochi),” etc. For that the mitzvos be fulfilled in deed, and

that one bring about unifications
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through fulfilling mitzvos in deed, is impossible unless a light from the level of Keser is revealed,
etc.; therefore the first commandment begins with alef — the level of Keser — a light from the

whiteness of Keser, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And Avram was seventy-five years old when he left Charan”: that is,

from the intellect (mochin) to the emotive attributes (middos) one must pass by way of the throat;

and after it has descended from the level of the mochin but has not yet become middos, before they

reach the heart, it is then called Charan. And when Avram was seventy-five —
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that is, seven times ten, the outer level, and five chasadim, the inner level — he left Charan; for a

light and revelation came from Chochmah to the middos.
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Now, just as it is stated that “the head of Eisav [rested] in the bosom of Yitzchak,” so too before the

refinement, Lot was included within Avraham in holiness,
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like dross that, before the smelting and refining, is mixed with gold. And Lot is numerically [equal
to] Mah — the back of the Name Mah.
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But he is the source of the Chochmah and Binah of kelipah; therefore he is called Lot, a term of

curse; and therefore Lot went with Avraham before the refinement.
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And therefore from Lot came Ammon and Moav, from whom came Rus the Moabite and Naamah
the Ammonite; for Moav is the Chochmah of kelipah, and Naamah is a term of pleasantness (noam)

— Binah, the revelation of Atik in Binah.
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And through refinement, Rus the Moabite and Naamah the Ammonite came forth from the
Chochmah and Binah of kelipah; and after the refinement, the dross of Lot separated from

Avraham.
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“And Avram pitched his tent as far as the place of Shechem” — [Shechem meaning]| shoulders: the
Chesed and Gevurah of Nukva; “and Elon Moreh” — the Tiferes of Nukva. For all the drawings-
down and revelation, Avraham would draw down to Malchus from the hidden intellect. Therefore

he said, “If only Yishmael might live before You!”
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For after he was called Avraham, with a hei, through which he drew down revelation into the level
of Malchus, and circumcision was given to him, he was able to elevate sparks, like a candle before a
torch, so that they be absorbed into the level of Malchus, etc.; as it is written, “and the souls that

they had made,” etc.
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Also Sarai was at first called [by a name ending] with a yud, indicating tzimtzum; and afterward,

when she was to give birth to Yitzchak, she was called with a hei, expansively, to indicate drawing

down and revelation.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And Avram called there in the Name of Havayah.” “And he called”
means drawing down from av ram, the hidden intellect: a drawing down from Yesod of Abba to the
ten Sefiros of Nukva, which are called “the Name of Havayah,” etc.
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