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“And Isaac went out lasuach in the field,” etc. To explain this: there is Mishnah, and there is

Baraisa. The Baraisa is the explanation of the Mishnah, for the Mishnah is the general rule and the

Baraisa is the particular detail of the Mishnah, and “the general contains only what is in the

particular.”
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Seemingly, the Baraisa is lower than the Mishnah, for it has descended further down; but the truth
is that the Baraisa is higher, for “the end of the deed is first in thought.” For the Torah has descend-

ed below, even into a matter of falsehood, such as “This one says, ‘I found it,”” etc.
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To all appearances it is a very great descent downward, and nevertheless it is lofty, for “the end of

the deed,” etc. It is like the analogy of the tube: what goes in first comes out last.
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And it is like man, who is the last of all the created beings, yet he is higher in rank than all of them,
and everything was created for his sake. Therefore the entire world is found in a single man, to

show that everything was created for his sake, for “this is the whole of man.”
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This is [the meaning of] the saying of our Sages, of blessed memory, “Better is one hour,” etc. For
in the World to Come “the righteous sit,” etc., and that is only the level of the back (achorayim),
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as it is said, “And you shall see My back,” etc. The delight that a person grasps in his divine service
is the level of the back, whereas “My face” cannot possibly be grasped, “for no man shall see Me

and live.”
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In the same way, the revelation in Gan Eden too is only the level of radiance and glow alone.
Therefore “better is one hour,” etc., which is the deed itself, without delight and without intellect,
“than all the life of the World to Come,” for “the end of the deed is first in thought.”
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This is also the matter of Mishnah and Baraisa: the Mishnah is a general rule, such as “the four tz-

itzis are indispensable [to one another],” and likewise “a sukkah that is high,” etc.
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And one can find a reason for this, as in the matter of “the techeles [blue] resembles the sea,” etc.;
and regarding sukkah there is a reason, “so that your generations may know” — up to twenty cu-
bits, etc.

oYy PRY WraPI1 77233 N0 11D 0°9I91 2°P1TPT 902 mawnm AR2? vID XIT XN°°1320 Dax
5552 1R 1IN QYL Pownn aPynk I wIna RN 1270

But the Baraisa is the particular detail that explains the Mishnah in all its fine points and details,
such as the sukkah of “GaNBaCh” and “RaKBaSh,” for which there is no reason, and one sees
plainly that it is above intellect and reason. And this is [the meaning of| “the general contains

nothing
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but what is in the particular”: the Mishnah, as a general rule, contains no more than the particular
of the Baraisa. And that whose reason has not been revealed is higher, for the reasons of the

mitzvos have not been revealed, and in the time to come, G-d willing, they will be revealed.
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And this is [why] Rabbi Shimon expounds the reason of the verses: he expounded that where a
verse states the reason for a matter, that is not the essential thing; rather, there is in it a reason that
is higher, above [that] reason.
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It follows that a mitzvah in which one does not grasp a reason is higher, and what one grasps with
reason and delight is only the level of the back; and it is not
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as the world supposes, that the main thing is the heart, which grasps delight and serves with fervor.
That is not the truth; rather, the main thing is the deed without delight, and the heart is nothing but

an aid, the level of wings.
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Now, the Mishnabh is called “a city,” and the Baraisa is the level of “a field,” a term from bar, “out-
side,” outside the city. Seemingly the city is the main thing, for people live in it. But let us see who

gives them life:
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the field outside the city, from which the grain is brought. So too, the Baraisa gives life to the
Mishnah and explains the halachah in greater detail, how to act; for “the Tannaim destroy the

world,” since they issue rulings from within the Mishnah.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And Isaac went out lasuach in the field”: [lasuach] is a term of speech
and conversation, and a term of bending low, from the phrase “and the loftiness of men shall be

bowed down (veshach),”

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/chayei-sarah/4/ 4



TORAH OHR - PARSHAS CHAYEI SARAH - MAAMAR 4 N9 1Twa njw‘? Png! NL”"

TTW3A (7Y 13 TIM°0 7Y 11990 1320 27V M wrRY) (770 mywea) MWD MY D IR 19
W 2997 MY 29y MAEDY .92 R

and likewise “as the swimmer (hasocheh) spreads out to swim” (in Isaiah 25) (and see what is ex-

plained on this on [the verse] “Let the city of Sichon be built and established,” etc.; see there). “In

the field” — this is bar. And “lifnos erev” [“toward evening”]: to clear away the evening and the

darkness.
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For the Torah has descended into darkness, as the saying goes, “He has set me in dark places” —
this is the Babylonian Talmud, which descended below, even into falsehood. And why is it so? In or-
der to clear away the evening and the darkness, “and there was light,”
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as it says, “At evening time there shall be light.” It is like the analogy of one who wishes to clear
something out: he must enter into it in order to clear it out, but not remain inside it.
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So too, the fact that the Torah descended and clothed itself in darkness, in false claims, is in order
to clear away the darkness, to turn darkness into light.
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And likewise, occupation in Torah is to push away the darkness and the difficulties that conceal the
understanding of the law in its absolute truth, and to find the truth, the revelation of the Supreme
Will, blessed be He; as is explained on [the verse| “And the wise shall shine,” etc.; see there.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And Isaac went out lasuach.” For clearing away the evening and the

darkness and rectifying it comes about through Isaac, who is the level of Pachad (fear) and the awe

of G-d; as the saying goes, “If there is no awe, there is nowisdom,” etc.
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(And see the Zohar, Bereshis, page 21, end of side a.) And this is [the meaning of] “Whoever says, ‘I

have nothing but Torah,’ does not have even Torah,” and he remains in darkness.
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But in truth it is written, “He made darkness His hiding place”: although it is darkness, neverthe-
less it is His hiding place. And this is “to clear away the evening and the darkness,” and “at evening
time there shall be light.”
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That is, the whitening of the halachah; and this too is the meaning of “they blessed over the Torah.”
(And see what is explained on “The voice of my beloved” and on “There are sixty queens.”)
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