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“So that the Torah of G-d may be in your mouth, for with a strong hand G-d brought you out of

Egypt.” At first glance this is puzzling: what does the Torah have to do with the Exodus from Egypt,

that they should be mentioned [together|?
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And to understand the matter of the Torah: now, it is written, “And G-d spoke to Moshe, saying:
Sanctify to Me every firstborn,” and of Moshe’s saying it is written, “And Moshe said to the people:

Remember this day, on which you went out of Egypt,” etc.; and there are many like it in Scripture.
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And to understand this, [one needs]| the explanation of the mitzvah “And you shall meditate on it
day and night,” even though there are several laws that are not in practice in our time, and those

that are in practice do not apply alike to every soul.
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Now indeed, there are two kinds of love. There is a love that is likened to water, as it is written,

“Many waters cannot quench the love,” which flows on constantly, without any change, increase or

decrease at all, as yesterday and the day before; as it was then, so it is now.
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And there is a love that is likened to fire, as it is written, “Its flashes are flashes of fire,” etc. That is,
it is constantly in motion, running and returning (ratzo vashov). And these two loves are drawn

from two kinds of awareness that are in a person.
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Now, it is written, “You are children to G-d your G-d”: that He, blessed be He, loves us as a father
[loves] his son. And as a matter of course, [love] follows from knowing this, “as water [reflects] the
face,” etc.
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And it is specifically “like water,” which flows on constantly and evenly, without any change at all;

for a father’s love for his son will never change.
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And there is another awareness: that one recognizes one’s Creator, Who set aside all the host of
heaven and the supernal heavens of heavens, and desired to have a dwelling place among the lower
realms;
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that is, that His infinite intellect should be contracted into physical limits. And this is the Torah,

where He speaks of physical matters.
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And all this is because of His love for us, not in the way of nature, for “love upsets the [proper]| or-
der”; and all is from His will, blessed be He, for as His will is, blessed be He, [so is] His wisdom: be-
cause He is high and exalted and very lofty, He is able to be clothed in what is most limited and
contracted.
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And this is [why] the reasons for the mitzvos, which are His will, blessed be He, have not been re-

vealed: for it is impossible to grasp them until the coming of our Moshiach.
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And this is [the meaning of] “Her husband is known in the gates,” etc.: the fact that one can grasp
the Holy One, blessed be He, is “in His sitting with the elders of the earth.”
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That is: because of His sitting, which is His being brought down and His progression through the
chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus), with the elders of the earth. That is: the wisdom that is

on earth, for an “elder” (zaken) is one who has acquired (zeh shekanah) wisdom.
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And a person should lay this to heart, and let a very great love be aroused in him, so that he does
not think of any will at all in his own affairs,
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but only nullifies his will before the will of Heaven, so that he has only one will: for the service of

the Creator. And the intellect, too, will act according to his will, for the intellect follows the will.
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And as we find in the Gemara concerning a bribe, that [the judge] said, “If he wants, he can argue
this way”: that is because his will leaned that way, so that the intellect, too, came to terms with it.
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And just as G-d, blessed be He, desires to have a dwelling place among the lower realms, not in the
way of nature, that the Infinite One (Ein Sof), Who is without limit, should be limited and

contracted,
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so too a person should make it his will to separate himself from the body and from nature, to cleave
to Him, blessed be He, and not in the way of nature. Therefore it is said, “And you shall meditate on

it day and night”: he should not cease by day from looking to His will, blessed be He.
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And this is the glory of the Omnipresent: in His love for us He clothes Himself, and limits and con-

tracts [Himself]; and from Him a person should see, and do likewise, and live, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “So that the Torah of G-d may be in your mouth, for with a strong hand

He brought you out,” etc. That is: wherever “hand” is said, it is none other than the right (Mena-

chos 10), which is mercy; and it is said, “And I will pass through the land of Egypt.”
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That is: He passed over His attributes, in that He executed judgments in Egypt, even though His at-
tributes are to have mercy on His creatures and to do them good. And all this was because of His
love for Israel, as in the analogy of a father who, because of his love, since he wants to do kindness

to his son, suppresses his kindness and is angry with others who cause his son pain.
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And this is [the meaning of] “with a strong hand”: [the hand,] which is the right, was suppressed in
order to bring them out of Egypt, and there was a change that was not according to nature.
Therefore “the Torah of G-d shall be in your mouth”: to make your will like His will. And since
everything is from His simple will, He had to contract [Himself| so that the world would be able to
receive it.
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And therefore it says at one time, “And G-d said to Moshe,” and at another time it does not state
G-d’s saying to Moshe, but Moshe’s saying
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to the people: according to the strength and capacity of the people, what they would be able to re-
ceive, so did He contract Himself. And everything is revealed and known before Him: in what man-

ner He could contract [Himself] so that the world would be able to bear it.
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