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“To My mare in Pharaoh’s chariots
have I likened you, My beloved”
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“To My mare in Pharaoh’s chariots have I likened you, My beloved.” Now, “My beloved” is likened

to Pharaoh’s horses: just as Pharaoh first stationed female horses,
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and afterward reversed [the order], males before females, as is written in the Zohar, Parshas
Beshalach (folio 47). So too, at the time of the Exodus from Egypt it is said, “And G-d went before
them by day,” etc.
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And afterward, at the time of the splitting of the Sea of Reeds, it is said, “And the angel of G-d
moved, who was going before the camp,” etc., “and went behind them,” etc. Now, we need to un-
derstand what the analogy is, and what it stands for, in “My beloved” being likened to Pharaoh’s

horses.
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Now, letters are called horses. [It is] like a horse, which a person rides and steers as he wishes; and
yet the horse carries the person to a very distant place, which it would be impossible to reach with-

out a horse.
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So too, the intellect directs the letters and rides upon them, for speech is according to the measure
of the intellect; nevertheless, through the letters one rises higher, [to] what the intellect cannot at-

tain at all.
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That is, through the letters of prayer. But even so, there must also be contemplation; unless [it is]
someone whose stature is too small to contemplate at all, for whom it is necessary to go deep even
into the letters alone,
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as it is written, “Come, you and all your household, into the ark”; and through the letters he can as-
cend, as will be explained below, with G-d’s help.
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But even so, it is written, “He does not desire the strength of the horse,” etc.: that even so, G-d’s
will and desire do not rest on the level of the letters mentioned above, which are only the level of

“legs”; rather, “G-d desires those who fear Him,” etc.
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Now, there are two kinds of letters: male letters and female letters. Female letters are the ascent
from below upward through the letters mentioned above, by an arousal from below; and through

this, by an arousal from below, [comes] an arousal from above,
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for “a spirit brings a spirit and draws forth a spirit” (for it is the way of a man to go in search of a
woman): a drawing down from above to below, from the level of the light that encompasses all

worlds (sovev kol almin),
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which is without limit, for “no thought can grasp Him,” above comprehension, so that it becomes
revealed below through male horses, that is, through the letters of the Torah, so that there will be,

in actual fact, “The heavens and the earth I fill.”
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For at first glance it is puzzling: sometimes it is written, “The whole earth is full of His glory,” which
is only His glory and not His very being and essence; and sometimes He said, “The heavens and
the earth I fill,” that is, His very being and essence, which is the level of the very “I.”
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But both are true, for in truth “I fill,” in actual fact. But how can He be clothed in the physical and
lowly world, full of kelipos (husks)? This is
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through “The whole earth is full of His glory,” and “there is no glory but Torah.” Kavod (glory) is

numerically thirty-two, and these are the thirty-two paths of Chochmah (wisdom), which is the wis-

dom of the Torah;
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for “the Torah comes forth from Chochmah.” And through this there can be, in actual fact, “The
heavens and the earth I fill,” through His being clothed in the letters of the Torah, which are male
letters, a drawing down from above to below.
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As our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Whoever sits and studies, the Holy One, blessed be He,
reads and studies opposite him.” That is: He Who is holy and set apart, before Whom even the level
of Chochmah is considered like the level of physical action (asiyah), as it is written, “You made

them all with wisdom,” is drawn down and revealed below through the letters of the Torah.
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And this is [why]| concerning the Giving of the Torah it is said, “When You ride upon Your horses,”

etc. That is, the level of male horses mentioned above.
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And this is [the meaning of] “leaping over the mountains, bounding,” etc.: that it is in the manner
of leaping from place to place, that is, a drawing down from above, from the level of sovev, so that
it is drawn down and revealed below; as it is written, “And G-d descended upon Mount Sinai,” and

“All the people saw the voices,” etc.
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Now, “G-d has made the one opposite the other”: as in holiness there are the two kinds of horses
mentioned above, female letters and male letters, from above to below and from below to above.
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So too, in the kelipos (husks) there are likewise two kinds of letters. That is: through a person’s at-
tachment to the vanities of the world in idle talk, and all the more so in evil speech, which is the

level of female letters, then the letters carry him to a very distant place.
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That is, to the depth of the kelipos (husks), the level of their encompassing [light], which is called

Pharaoh, “the nape” (oref), etc.: to draw upon him a drawing down from above, from the level of
their encompassing [light], to encompass him and clothe him.
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And this is the level of “vanity and chasing after wind,” and they become soiled garments upon
him. And this is the level of male horses, male letters, which come about through the female letters

mentioned above; for of the opposite [side], too, it is said, “a spirit brings a spirit,” etc.
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Now, Pharaoh pursued Israel at the time of the Exodus from Egypt, as it is written, “And Pharaoh
pursued”: for he wanted to bring down and draw the souls of Israel into the depth of the kelipos
(husks).
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Therefore he set female horses first, so that through this there would also be a drawing down from
above, from the depth of the kelipos, for “it is the way of a man,” etc.
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But the Holy One, blessed be He, reversed [this] and made the horses, these two [kinds of] letters, in
G-dliness, so that there would be a drawing down of G-dliness below, as mentioned above.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And G-d went before them by day,” etc.; and afterward, at the time of
the splitting of the Sea of Reeds, it became the reverse: “And the angel moved and went behind

them,” as mentioned above.
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Now, all this is in terms of the Torah. And so too it is in terms of the service of G-d: for in every

Jewish soul there must be, every day, the aspect of the Exodus from Egypt and of the splitting of the
Sea of Reeds, as it is written, “So that you remember the day you went out of the land of Egypt,” etc.
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And as our Sages, of blessed memory, said: every day it should be in your eyes as if you went out of

the land of Egypt today. And also in the Shema we say every day, “I am Havayah your G-d,” etc.,
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“...from the land of Egypt,” etc. And also in Emes Veyatziv it is said, “And the Sea of Reeds You split

for them,” etc. For there must be, every day, the two aspects mentioned above.
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For all the worlds are called Mitzrayim (Egypt), since they are of the nature of meitzarim (straits)
and limits, as in “From the earth to the firmament is a journey of five hundred years,” etc.,
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and likewise “The world exists for six thousand years,” etc. And the exile of Egypt is the name for
attachment to this physical and limited world, and “the king of Egypt” is the name for the intellect
of the vanities of the world.
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And when the attachment to this world becomes so strong that it is without any intellect at all, with-
out reason or knowledge, it is then called “And the king of Egypt died.”
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And then, “The children of Israel sighed from the labor, and they cried out”: that there comes

about, in the Shema, “their heart cried out,” on the level of “and with all your might,” which is

without limit;
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that is, to go out of the darkness and limitation called Mitzrayim, only so that their heart cries out
to His very being and essence. And this is the level of the Exodus from Egypt. But how does one
come to the level of “with all your might” mentioned above? This is through contemplation in

Pesukei Dezimra, from Baruch She’amar on, etc.
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And the main thing is in the blessings of the Shema, the “two before it,” etc.; that is, “Creator of

holy beings, may Your Name be praised forever.” Now, “forever” is without limit.
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For the physical earth is truly limited; but in spirituality, that is, angels and souls, they are truly

without limit, as it is written, “Is there any number to His legions?” etc., for they are without limit.
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And through this, “may Your Name be praised forever”: for their life-force is only from the level of

His Name alone, which is not like the power of the maker in the thing made, which is actually

clothed in the thing made, in a manner of change; but before Him there is no change at all.
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As it is written, “I, Havayah, have not changed,” etc. “He Who alone was exalted from of old”: just

as before the creation of the worlds He alone was exalted, so now He is without any change at all,

“Who is elevated from days of old.” However, the life-force of all the worlds is nothing
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but from the level of His Name, which is called upon them, in that He is King over them, as it says,
“the living G-d and eternal King”: that is, He gives life to all the worlds only in that He is King over
them, His Name alone. And even so, it is without limit, for His Name, too, is without limit.
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And this is [the meaning of] “Creator of holy beings, may Your Name be praised forever,” etc., as
explained above; but His very being and essence is high and exalted, etc.
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Now, after one contemplates all this, then, as a matter of course, one will be stirred by it, in the
Shema, so that there is “And you shall love,” etc., “with all your might,” without limit, to go out of

the darkness, etc.,
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and only so that “their heart cries out” to His very being and essence, by an arousal from below.
And this is the level of female letters. And through this, by an arousal from below [comes] an
arousal from above, to arouse love above as well. And this is the second paragraph of the Shema,

which is “to love Havayah your G-d,” etc.
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For it is not a verbal noun like le’ehov (“to love”), but le’ahavah: to bring about love above, so that
G-dliness is drawn down below: Havayah, truly your G-d.
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For [He is| “not of these attributes at all”; so how can there be love above? Only through an arousal
from below, in the form of love from below, female letters, “And you shall love,” etc.; then, as a

matter of course, love comes about above as well, for “a spirit brings a spirit,” etc.

TOWNT 117777 02751 NIPNIR RPN 00701 NPNIRY MAp DMK RITY w0 Nhm I
WHR PROR 1700 T onD 1hynbn

And this is [the meaning of] “And the chayos (holy creatures) ran and returned”: which is female

letters and male letters. And this is called male letters, that is, a drawing down from above to below,

so that Havayah will truly be your G-d.
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And through this we can afterward say, “And [ will give grass in your field,” and “I will give the rain
of your land,” etc. For seemingly, how do we say “And I will give”? Only because it has been drawn

down from above, so that Havayah is truly your G-d,
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and through His being clothed in the letters of the Torah, which are male letters; for the Holy One,
blessed be He, “sits and studies opposite him”: He Who is truly holy and set apart is clothed in the
letters of the Torah, so that there is truly “And I have put My words in your mouth,”
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as it is written, “And you shall speak in them,” and it does not say “And you shall speak them”; that
is, “in them,” literally. “Our Mishnah is a queen”; “Who are kings? The Sages.” That is,
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like a king who decrees and commands over his country by his will, so the Sages decree what is
valid, invalid, impure and pure; and this is truly “My words in your mouth.”
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And this is [the meaning of|] “These words which I” — Who I am — “command you,” etc. And

through this we can afterward say, “And I will give rain,” etc.
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And in the Shema we conclude, “I am Havayah your G-d, Who brought you out of the land of
Egypt,” which is the going out from meitzarim (straits) and limits, and only so that Havayah will be
your G-d, etc.
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And this is an arousal from above, male letters, which come after an arousal from below, female

letters; for “it is the way of a man,” as mentioned above.
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But there is yet another arousal from above, male letters, which come not through an arousal from

below, the female letters, at all.
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And this is the level of the splitting of the Sea of Reeds. For the concept of a sea is that whatever
there is on dry land there is in the sea: all the creatures that are in the sea exist on dry land as well,
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except that in the sea they are hidden and covered, while on dry land they are revealed. So too
above, there are likewise the level of sea and the level of dry land: the concealed world (alma
d’iskasya) and the revealed world (alma d’isgalya). And so too in man, who is a small world, there
are likewise intellect and the emotive attributes (middos), thought, speech and action.
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Intellect is the level of the concealed world, for it is hidden; and the emotive attributes are the level

of the revealed world, for they are a level of revelation relative to the intellect.
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And thought, too, is called a level of revelation relative to the intellect; and speech is even more a
level of revelation, even relative to thought. So too above, there is thought.
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And although it is written, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts,” nevertheless it is comparable
to man below, whose thought is called concealment relative to his speech. So too above, there is a

level of concealment, which is the level of thought.
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As is written in the Zohar, “How many thoughts there are,” etc.: that is, thought relative to thought;
for what is called concealment relative to what is below it is called a level of revelation relative to

the rank above it.
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And so it is, “higher above higher”: the lower is a level of revelation relative to the one above it,
which is a level of concealment relative to it. And this is called the chain of descending worlds

(hishtalshelus), which is like a chain (shalsheles), each [link] holding on to the next.
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So too, the chain of descent of all the worlds is higher above higher: cause and effect, concealment
and revelation, etc. But relative to His very being and essence, the Essence of the Emanator, Who is

far above the chain of descending worlds,
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which are hidden, above and below have no relevance before Him at all: “Even darkness is not

dark for You, and night shines like day,” etc.
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Now, at the time of the splitting of the Sea of Reeds there was a revelation of His very being and es-
sence, which is above the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus); and through this, sea and dry

land were truly equal, and out of seawas made dry land, out of concealment, revelation.
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And this is [the meaning of] “He turned the sea into dry land; they passed through the river on
foot,” and “They passed through the midst of the sea,” specifically “on dry land”: that the con-
cealed became revealed through the revelation of His essence, for concealment and revelation are

truly equal.
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And this is [the meaning of| “There we rejoiced in Him”: truly in Him, in His very being and es-
sence itself. And this is the level of the joy of a mitzvah. For it is written, “Because you did not serve
Havayah your G-d with joy,” etc.,

19 1133 DY 123 09983 2790 TRM 297 0w MRy B mbwhnwn 1 B0 2w Do 210

“...more than the abundance of everything (merov kol)”; for “the abundance of everything” is the
name for the chain of descent of all the worlds, which are very abundant, like the layers of onions,
higher above higher, etc.;
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but the joy of a mitzvah is on the level of His very essence, which is “more than the abundance of

everything,” above the chain of descent of all the worlds.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And you shall rejoice before Havayah your G-d”: which is the level of

the joy of the mitzvos of the Torah, which is “before Havayah”: we draw [it] down, etc.
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For we say, “Who has sanctified us with His mitzvos,” etc., since the 248 mitzvos are the 248 limbs
of the King. And this is like the analogy of the limbs of a person:
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now, the soul cannot be held or grasped at all; yet even so, when one takes a person by his right

hand or his left and pulls him from place to place,
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then the soul too is drawn from place to place, even though the soul itself cannot be held at all;
only, because the soul is clothed in the limbs, the soul too is thereby drawn along, as a matter of

course.
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So too, the mitzvos are “limbs of the King.” For example, “Chesed (kindness) is the right arm”:

through the charity and kindness given below to a poor person, one draws down His very essence,

as it were, through His being clothed in the level of Chesed, “the right arm.”
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And likewise, “Gevurah (restraint) is the left arm,” as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Who is
mighty? One who conquers his inclination,” such as conquering some craving, etc.; for through

this one draws Him down from above as well, through this. “Gevurah is the left arm.”
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And likewise, “Tiferes (beauty) is the middle pillar,” which is the level of Torah; this is like taking a
person by his whole body, and thereby leading him to the place one wishes. So too, through Torah
one draws His essence, as it were, down below.
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And this is the joy of a mitzvah, which is the giving of the reward of the mitzvos, which is the level

of the revelation of His essence, of which there was a revelation then, at the time of the splitting of

the Sea of Reeds.
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And this is [the meaning of] “There we rejoiced in Him”: in His very essence. And this is the level of
an arousal from above, the level of male letters, which comes not through an arousal from below at

all, for an arousal from below cannot arouse [it] at all.

TRY 11°0PI DOXRNT NINEY RITY RNPOM ROON RPONYA PR PYSN R Awn DR T InR% 1N
WOINN ONRY 099 09 T ROR D90 971YR 9190 nDIYnR

And this is [the meaning of] “And G-d said to Moshe, ‘Why do you cry out to Me?’”: “the matter de-
pends on Atika (the Ancient One),” which is the Essence of the Supernal Emanator, which an

arousal from below cannot arouse at all; rather, “G-d will fight for you, and you shall be silent.”
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