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To understand the reason why the formation of man’s body differs from all the other creatures,
such as the vegetative and the animal, whose bodies were all created through G-d’s utterance,
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as it is written of the third day, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, herbs yielding seed..., fruit trees
yielding fruit..., and it was so”; and likewise on the fifth day, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of

living creatures....”
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And so with all of them: the earth brought forth the grasses and the trees, each one just as it is af-
terward, with the vegetative soul within it.
1213w 0127 DY *10 "R DRI 2170 DR 00 70W 1722 2”3 PAIRT ARYXIT (00 Pyan) 17Y20 02 1)
17w 722 2”2 0°271 Q7 Q7 7°0 vl 7w
And likewise the earth also brought forth the animals just as they are, alive — the bear and the lion,
etc.; and the waters too swarmed in this way with “swarms of living creatures,” which are the fish,
likewise just as they are,
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that is, the body together with the vital soul within it, through the utterance of G-d, who said, “Let
the earth bring forth...,” “Let the waters swarm....”

NR%922 2”RWN LIRD21 1NNIPA 79927 0117191 1290127 0801 BPMRRIY Ny 17w 1172 1IR3 ME RIM
191032 N3N WO DI 592 98Y [y 193] $7D3 19NN 1913 WYY DR

“He commanded, and they were created” as they are now, as our Sages, of blessed memory, said:
“They were created in their full stature.” This is not so in the creation of man, whose body was first
made by itself, of dust, without any vital soul within it.
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As it is written, “And Havayah Elokim formed the man of dust from the ground”; and as our Sages,
of blessed memory, said: “In the first hour his dust was gathered....”
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And at first he was an unformed mass (golem), as it is written, “Your eyes saw my unformed mass,”
until afterward “He blew into his nostrils the breath of life.” Thus his body did not come forth from
the earth in the way it is now, with the vital and speaking soul within it; rather, He took dust and

made a body of it.
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And afterward He blew a soul into his nostrils, etc. And this is a mark of lowliness with respect to
man, for his body is lower in level than the bodies of the animals, since it came into being on the
level of the inanimate, until afterward “He blew into his nostrils...” — although he is the choicest of
the creatures.
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And this is what is written, “Behind and before....” But we must understand this: why and for what
reason did it come to be so?
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The explanation is that the four levels — inanimate, vegetative, animal and speaking — correspond
to the four letters of the Name Havayah. The inanimate is such as dust, stones and metals, which

have no growth; the vegetative are trees and grasses, etc.;
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animals have all this, and in addition to it the spiritual animal soul. And in the speaking [being]

there is added, beyond all of them, the intellectual soul, the speaking soul, etc.
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Now, in general, animals are made up of two things: the body within them, which is on the level of
the vegetative, for it is born small and becomes large; and the soul within them, which is the animal
soul of its species.
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And as for the fact that both came forth together from the earth — that is, the body with the animal
soul within it — through G-d’s utterance, etc.:
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this is because the levels of the vegetative and the animal, although they are two levels, one above

the other, are nevertheless adjacent to each other.
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Therefore they can be joined together, that is, they can come into being at once, since the level of
the vegetative is adjacent to the level of the animal, with no further level interrupting between
them.
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Therefore the animals came into being, their bodies and their vital souls, at once, as said above.
But the speaking [being] is distant from the vegetative by a leap in rank, and therefore it could not

come forth together with the body as one.
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However, the fact that his body was specifically inanimate is because it is known that man is the

purpose of creation;
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that is, he is to elevate the sparks that fell into the inanimate, vegetative and animal [realms]| by
their being made subordinate to his needs — bread to eat and clothing to wear — while he has the

knowledge (daas) to serve G-d, etc.
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By way of analogy: when one needs to lift something from the ground by means of the lifting device
called a “levar” [jack], one must take hold of specifically its lowest parts,
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as in raising the walls of a house, where one must begin by raising specifically the lowest beam,
and then the ones above it are automatically raised as well.
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But if one were to begin from the middle of the wall, he would not raise the lower ones. So too, the
soul of man was vested in a body of the inanimate level, the lowest of them all, and it will raise it,
and automatically the vegetative, which is above the inanimate, is also elevated, etc.
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And on account of this he is called “medaber” (speaking), from the expression “He leads (yadber)

peoples,” that is, he is the leader of them all, since he elevates them through his service, etc.
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Now the soul of man specifically, because it is the level of the speaking, the highest of them all, is
vested specifically in the inanimate, and not in the vegetative.
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For the vegetative is distant from the level of the speaking; it is adjacent only to the level of the ani-

mal, as said above, for they are the level of the Vav and the level of the upper Hei of the Name

Havayah, which is adjacent to the Vav.
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But the level of the speaking is the Yud and the tip of the Yud, which are far, far above the Vav;
rather, it is vested in the level of the lower Hei, which is the source of the level of the inanimate, for

“their beginning is wedged in their end” specifically.

595 997 DAY DAY NPAMT O PRI 0ORWY 131202 DoAY 1319 PR T0° 115N 22037 PIvm
nmxy oms

And the explanation: it is written, “With Chochmah He founded the earth; He established the heav-
ens with Tevunah (understanding).” Heaven and earth are spirituality and physicality, which are,
in general, the inanimate and the vegetative.
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For the inanimate is the very last [degree of| physicality, while the vegetative has some spirituality
in it. And above, this is Z’eir Anpin and Nukva: the emotive attributes are called “vegetative,” for
they have smallness and greatness, but the letters are the level of the inanimate, which has no

growth, etc.
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Now the heavens, although they are exalted in level, He established with Tevunah, which is below
Chochmah; and with Chochmah He founded the earth, which is lower in level than the heavens.
Seemingly, it should be the reverse!
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But the matter is for the reason stated above; this is exactly what dictates it: the level of the emotive
attributes receives from Binah, for from contemplation one is stirred, and this is the level of the

animal and the vegetative; whereas Chochmah is above this category.
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Yet with it He founded the earth, because “their beginning is wedged in their end,” etc. And there-

fore the body of man was at first specifically inanimate, and not like the other animals, whose bod-

ies came into being on the level of the vegetative from their very beginning and were not

inanimate.
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Not so Adam, the first man, of whom it is written, “Your eyes saw my unformed mass” — the level of
an unformed mass and of the inanimate — and afterward “He blew...,” because his soul is from the
level of supernal Chochmah, and “with Chochmah He founded the earth.”
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With this we will understand what is written of the creation of man, “And Havayah Elokim formed,”
with two Names: since it is the joining of his soul and his body — speaking and inanimate — which
are farther apart from each other in rank than the body is from the soul in all the other animals,

for, as said above, the vegetative and the animal are adjacent to each other;
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whereas the inanimate and the speaking are distant from each other, from one extreme to the oth-

er. Therefore, in order that they be joined together, it is through two Names.
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