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“A psalm, a song for the dedication
of the House..., and You did not
let my enemies rejoice over me”
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“A psalm, a song for the dedication of the House..., and You did not let my enemies rejoice over
me.” Now, at the time of the creation of man, the ministering angels brought an accusation before
the Holy One, blessed be He, and said, “What is man, that You should remember him?” as is written

in Midrash Rabbah on Bereishis, section 8.
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Afterwards, at the time of the giving of the Torah, when Israel put “we will do” before “we will
hear,” they conceded. And afterwards, at the time of the sin of the Golden Calf, they rejoiced that it
had turned out as they had said: that within forty days after the giving of the Torah, which had been

face to face, etc., their heart had turned so far.
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But at the time of the making of the Mishkan [the Tabernacle] their rejoicing grew dark, because

the work of the Mishkan atones for the making of the Calf; that is why there was gold in the

Mishkan, to atone for the gold of the Calf.

Q°9RDNT 07 %9 227K NAAY X119 D927 NN %W M [wrpnn nval PPRN2 1212 B TIT R 199
1vpw

Therefore David said concerning the building of the Beis HaMikdash [the Holy Temple], “A psalm,
a song for the dedication of the House..., and You did not let my enemies rejoice over me”: these

are the angels who had accused.
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That is, the building of the Beis HaMikdash is one matter with the making of the Mishkan. (Some-
thing similar is brought in the book Erchei HaKinuyim, composed by the author of Seder HaDoros,
under the entry “enemy”; and see the Gemara in Kiddushin) (folio 72): “What is [meant by| ‘with

enemies in the gate’...”; and see Bereishis Rabbah, section 54.
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And to understand this accusation of the angels, who said “What is man...”: the angels said that

they are on a higher level than man. And the answer was that man is more exalted.
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To explain this, one must understand the matter of angels and souls. For we find that the angels
sing song, but we do not find this of the souls.
oMY W01 2o PR oM o0 MT0 N1RY 0D w0 NI TN A% DONIR NIRWIT 03 NRR)
19 11999 [7y 19%] 737 DO9YNNY DO PANANM 11y 1] YUAD D20 9PARY 10 1WA WTIN 0TR

In truth, however, the souls too sing song constantly, for they constantly have ascents and de-
scents, “from strength to strength,” as it is written, “And it shall be, from New Moon to New
Moon...”; and afterwards they return to the lower Gan Eden [the Garden of Eden], and again ascend

to the upper Gan Eden, etc.
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And it is known that every going and ascent is specifically through shir (song), as in the matter of
“All that have a shir [a collar] go out with a shir and are drawn by a shir,” as is explained in the

great Likkutei Amarim. Only, we do not find this stated explicitly in Scripture.
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The reason is that the song of the angels is heard in the ears of the prophet, as it is written, “And I
heard behind me the sound of a great noise...,” in the form of actual sound; and as it is written,

“And I heard the sound of their wings, like the sound of many waters...”;
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and “they proclaim in awe, in unison, aloud...,” and “the Ofanim [an order of angels| with a great

noise...”. That is because they have bodies, as it is written, “He makes His angels winds, His minis-

ters flaming fire.”
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This does not refer to their souls, for the souls are possessed of intellect and comprehension, like
the soul of man, which reasons and comprehends, and it would not be fitting to call them by the
name “winds” and “flaming fire”; rather, it refers to their bodies.
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As the Ramban writes, the angels have a body of the simple element of air and of the simple ele-
ment of fire.
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Therefore the angels occupy space: there is a great angel [the size of| a journey of five hundred
years, and there is an angel [that is] a third of the world, etc. That is, their body is so large that it is

in the category of space.
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Therefore their song is clothed in the form of sound, until it is heard by the ears of the prophet. The
song of the angels [apparently: souls], however, is not heard, because they are not in a state of be-

ing clothed in a body at all.
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Therefore their song is not clothed in the form of sound; it is only in the form of intellect and com-

prehension. That is why the prophets did not speak of it.
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Similarly we find regarding sight: the angels are seen and revealed to eyes of flesh whose vision is
pure, as with Avraham, “And he saw, and behold, three...,” because they have bodies and can be
clothed until they are revealed and become visible; which is not so of the souls.
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This is the meaning of what we say in the Shemoneh Esreh [the standing prayer|, “And holy ones

praise You every day, selah”: first we say the order of Kedushah [the Sanctification| of the angels,

how they say “Holy,” “Blessed,” and “He shall reign,” and afterwards we say further, “And holy

ones every day...,” concerning the souls.
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We say them in order, from below upward: first the Kedushah of the angels, who are within space
and time; for since they are within space, [the extent of] a journey of five hundred years and a third
of the world, etc., they are also within time, for space and time are both created in a single aspect.
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Therefore they have a fixed time to say song, as is known; whereas the souls have no aspect of time
and space, but rather “every day” they constantly “praise You,” and also “selah,” without

interruption.
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2. But the angels who said “What is man...”: although they knew that the stature and level of the
souls is very much higher than their own stature and level, as said above, nevertheless, the soul as

it is [in itself] is not clothed in a body at all.
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But concerning its descent to be clothed in a body in this world, they said “What is man,” for be-
cause of the body man is prone to sin. Therefore they said that the Torah should be given to them,

for they too have a body and a soul, and the body is spiritual.
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And the answer of the Holy One, blessed be He, was that it was necessary that the soul, which is
from the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of the worlds and which in itself is utterly abstract from bodi-
ly matter, should descend specifically into an actual physical body, so that through this there would

be a dwelling place among the lower realms; which is not so with the angels.
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(And see what is written on this in the discourse beginning “And Havayah Elokim formed man,
dust...”. And the Beis HaMikdash too was made of physical things, and in it there was a revelation
from a level that is above the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus). And see what is written in

the second discourse on “A psalm, a song for the dedication.”)
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Now, when the Beis HaMikdash was built, then it was said, “And You did not let [my enemies]| re-
joice....” For it is written, “And they shall make Me a Sanctuary, and I will dwell in their midst.”
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It does not say “in its midst,” but “in their midst,” for the resting of the Shechinah (Divine
Presence) was within Israel themselves. Yet even so, it was necessary to build a house of wood and

stones, so that through this there would be a revelation of the Shechinah in Israel.
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And so too now, since the Beis HaMikdash was destroyed, the holiness has spread into every syna-

gogue and house of study, as it is written, “And I have been to them a small sanctuary....”
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To understand this, one must understand what the resting of the Shechinah (Divine Presence) is.
Now, we say, “And we are unable to go up and appear and bow down before You.”
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One must understand what “and bow down” is. And why are we unable [to bow]?
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Granted, to go up and appear is impossible because of “the hand...”; but bowing can take place in

any place before Him, may He be blessed, as in “And we bend the knee and bow down....” Why,
then, is the Beis HaMikdash specifically needed for this?
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But there are two levels of bowing. For the meaning of bowing is that one nullifies and subdues
oneself before Him, may He be blessed, as one nullifies oneself before the king and accepts upon

oneself to serve him and to obey his voice.
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Now, there is a bowing on the level of the outer dimension (chitzoniyus), in which one subdues the
body so that it will not rebel; but the core of the will and the inner dimension of the soul are not
nullified, for even so one is a thing unto oneself and has another will and another thought of one’s

own, apart from the matter of submission.
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Whereas bowing on the level of the inner dimension (pnimiyus) is the level of “Nullify your will be-

fore His will,” in which one has no other will or desire at all, as in “a son is the leg [of his father]...,”

for the leg is utterly nullified, etc.
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This is the bowing of the soul. And this bowing Israel would receive through appearing on the three
festivals a year in the Beis HaMikdash, where there was a revelation of the Shechinah (Divine
Presence); the meaning of “Shechinah” is that which dwells (shochen) in the lower realms in a re-
vealed manner (while the Holy One, blessed be He, is holy and separate, etc.).

TPIARMT 192 715 0°PVaNn MPwIn 9o oYY

Through this all the souls are nullified like a candle before a torch.
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That is: when a very great torch is burning, then the light of every single candle that burns near it
goes and is absorbed into the light of the torch, and they become truly one.
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This is [the meaning of] “And they shall not appear before My face (panai) empty-handed”: in the
way that one came to see, for there was a seeing and an inner revelation. And it is written panai,
“My face,” that is, the level of the light that fills all worlds (memalei kol almin) and the light that en-
compasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), the level of the union of the Holy One, blessed be He, and
His Shechinah.
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Moreover, each and every one of Israel would receive this revelation according to his measure
when they went up for the festival, for all are obligated in appearing. Therefore it says pnei
Havayah, “the face of Havayah,” in the plural, for each one received the revelation according to his
level. And the essence of the appearing is the bowing: that one would bow and fulfil [the obligation]
(except that it is written, “And they shall not appear before My face empty-handed”).
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And from these three festivals one would receive the quality of bowing so that all year there would

be this state of self-nullification, for from each festival and Yom Tov the self-nullification would

continue until the next festival after it.

AART NWITP AUWHNI (0730 75 by B”IY nNNNYe 0°9910% 1R PPRW QAT [wpnn n°a] PR AW,
(w772 n°23] 7212127 [noasn n°2] 3”202 VYN WIPNR2 1INXp 0AR 11

And since the Beis HaMikdash was destroyed, although we are unable to bow, nevertheless the holi-
ness of this illumination, a tiny fraction of it, has spread into the “small sanctuary,” the synagogue
and the house of study.
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This is at the time of prayer, when a person cleaves to his Maker and wishes to nullify himself be-
fore the King, the King of the world.
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Each one [does so] according to his measure: there is [self-nullification] on the level of the outer di-
mension, through the compulsion with which one compels oneself, etc. And a person’s prayer is

heard only in the synagogue, etc.
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For through the spreading of the resting of the Shechinah that is there (and therefore, “in every
[gathering of] ten the Shechinah rests,” and we say a matter of holiness when there are ten; for
through the gathering of ten there rests the Knesses Yisrael (the Congregation of Israel) above,
which is the level of the gathering and assembly of the souls and their source), there comes about a

bowing and self-nullification like a candle before a torch.
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Now this self-nullification is specifically in souls, which are truly united like a candle in a torch,
which separates from the wick and is absorbed; for the Shechinah is Knesses Yisrael, the source of
the souls of Israel: “You are children to Havayah your G-d”; “a son is the leg of his father...”.
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Whereas the angels are in a state of separateness, for they are clothed in limiting vessels; and all

the more so when they descend below: behold, “the Nefilim [the fallen ones] were...”.

"y LYY M7 0°7Pm M2 TIDW’? ANR A [wrpnn nva3] PR 11°2WR DRAWA nead 7o mam A

%210 NN

3. Now, in order for there to be the resting of the Shechinah in the Beis HaMikdash, “Havayah said
He would dwell...,” David and Shlomo first carried out the dedication (chanukah) of the House.
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The meaning of this dedication is from the term chinuch (training), as in “Train a youth according
to his way.” When one trains him for study, one does not train him with the study alone, which is
something he has constantly, but one trains him with some addition, such as some drawing close

or some gift.
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And so it is with the dedication of the Beis HaMikdash and the Mishkan: there was something added

to the daily offerings, “two lambs” as prescribed. For in the Mishkan the princes donated “a young

bull..., and for the peace-offering...”.
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And in the Beis HaMikdash, “And Shlomo slaughtered a hundred and twenty thousand sheep....”

This is the matter of an addition of supernal lights that descended with the revelation of the

Shechinah.
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For it was not the Shechinah alone that descended, but [it came] with an addition of supernal lights
that descended with it. And see on this at the end of the discourse beginning “This is the dedication

of the altar,” and in the discourse beginning “On the twenty-fifth of Kislev.”
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Now, the section of the princes states explicitly in the Torah the offering of each and every prince:
“this is the offering of Nachshon,” “this is the offering of Nesanel,” etc.
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And for all of them it is written what their offerings were, even though they all offered in the same

9

way. It should have said, “Nesanel did likewise...,” “and likewise did...”.
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Why was it necessary to repeat twelve times the offerings, which were identical? Rather, the matter
is that it was written for the generations, for it was revealed and known before Him that the Beis
HaMikdash would in the future be destroyed, and there would have to be “And we will render [for]
bulls [the offering of] our lips,” as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Whoever occupies himself

with the teaching of the burnt-offering...”.
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And so too on Chanukah we read the matter of the offerings of the princes, because on Chanukah
too there was a dedication of the altar.
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For the idolaters had made thirteen breaches, and when the kingdom of the house of the
Hasmoneans prevailed and defeated them, they needed a dedication (chinuch) to restore the holi-
ness to its former state, for at the time of the idolaters’ breaches it had departed. And through the
reading of the Torah section of the princes we draw down the resting of the Shechinah, as is known

concerning the matter of one who reads the Torah.
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Therefore the offerings were repeated twelve times, for all twelve tribes, to draw down the self-nul-
lification (bittul) like a candle before a torch, for there are twelve torches corresponding to the

twelve tribes, each tribe being a torch in its own right.
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(And similarly, at the splitting of the Sea, the sea was split into twelve parts, so that each and every
tribe on its own path might direct [its intention], each according to his measure, as is written else-
where. And see in Midrash Rabbah, Parshas Nasso: they said concerning the offerings of the
princes that each prince’s offering had a meaning and intention of its own; see there at great
length.)
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Now, as for the explanation of “A psalm, a song,” which is a doubled expression: there is, however,
a difference between mizmor (psalm) and shir (song). The music and melody that one plays on a
musical instrument, on the harp and lyre, etc., that melody is called “the sound of music” (kol zim-

rah), because it is the sound of music that comes out of the musical instrument.
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And shir is [song] in the mouth: the voice that comes out of the mouth, which is not clothed in an
instrument. This is [the meaning of] “A psalm, a song”: mizmor is the song of the angels who stand
at the heights of the world, who are from the outer dimension (chitzoniyus) of the worlds, who are

of matter and form, light and vessel.
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Their song, in which they sing and praise and glorify the Name of the glory of His kingship, may

He be blessed, “with thanksgiving and the sound of music,” is called the level of mizmor, because

it is music clothed in the vessel, for they are of matter and form.
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Therefore the true self-nullification (bittul), to be absorbed in their source like a candle before a
torch, is not found in them, for their vessel holds them back. For this reason their self-nullification
too is felt in sound and great noise, all because of the vessel.
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And shir is the level of the song of the souls in Gan Eden, who go out with song and are drawn by
song in true self-nullification, like the nullification of a candle before a torch, since they are not
clothed in matter and vessel, as said above. Therefore their song is called the level of shir, since it

is not clothed in a vessel, for they have no materiality and vessels, as said above.
JPR 0% 1772 Ry 0w 797521 B7Y 0P W 7Y wUR)
(And see what is written on “The Song of Songs” and on “And at night His song is with me,” in the
discourse beginning “And it came to pass at the end.”)
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(And see the Zohar, part 1, Vayeitzei) (148b), concerning the difference between the song of the
Levites and the level of “and Your pious ones shall sing for joy” of the Kohanim [the priests], which
is a higher level. In the same way the superiority of the level of shir over the level of mizmor will be
understood.
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Also in the Pardes [Rimonim of Rabbi Moshe Cordovero], in [the Gate of] Erchei HaKinuyim, under
the entry shir, it explains that shir is in Chochmah (wisdom).
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Now, in the Sanctuary there was a revelation of the Shechinah, the source of the souls and of the
angels, as it is written, “Your kingship is a kingship over all worlds....”
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Therefore it says of the dedication of the House, “A psalm, a song,” for both were revealed there,
the level of the mizmor of the angels and the shir of the souls, since the source of them all is the
revelation of the Shechinah, blessed be He, which was revealed in the Sanctuary, as said above.
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And so it was below, in the Sanctuary, in the song of the Levites, who were divided into two groups:
some of them were singers with the mouth and some of them players on instruments; as there is a
dispute in the Gemara whether the essence of song is with the mouth or with an instrument, etc.;

see there.
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As for what is written sometimes the other way round, “A song, a psalm, of the sons of Korach...”:

that is because the mizmor is in the outer dimension, clothed in a vessel, and the shir in the inner
dimension, without a vessel.
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Therefore, when they need to join together, it is in two ways: either the higher descends below, or
the lower rises above. Therefore, when it says “A psalm, a song,” it is the level of the elevation of
the mizmor to be absorbed in the shir and to join with it.
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And “A song, a psalm” is when the higher, the shir, descends below to join with it. (And in Zohar,
part 3, beginning of Parshas Acharei) (folio 58b): “What is ‘A song, a psalm’?... a song that is dou-
bled....” And so too “A psalm, a song for the Shabbos day.”
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And the Mikdash Melech [a commentary on the Zohar] there explains in the name of Rabbi Chaim

Vital that the meaning of “a song that is doubled” is the union of Z’eir Anpin and Nukva.
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And see there, at the end of the parsha (folio 79b), concerning “A psalm, a song for the Shabbos
day”; and in the Mikdash Melech there, that the “psalm, song” is as it says in the Mishnah at the
end of [tractate] Tamid, “for the day that is entirely Shabbos...,” and to it they sing the level of “a
psalm, a song”; and understand this.
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And in the same way is the matter of “A psalm, a song” of the dedication of the House, etc.
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Also, mizmor is a term of pruning (zemer) and division, as it is written, “and your vineyard you
shall not prune (sizmor),” which is a term of separation and division of the melody, which is cut

into small parts within the musical instrument; which is not so with shir. And so too it is above.
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And the meaning of “for You have lifted me up (dilisani)”: the reason for all this is the advantage
and superiority of the souls over the angels, and this advantage is hinted at in the word dilisani,
which has three meanings. The first is from the term of exaltation and elevation, on the level of the

very highest. The second is from the term of poverty (dalus) and neediness.
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The third is from the term “he drew, he drew (dalah dalah),” a term of drawing [water]. And all

three meanings are true, and they are three advantages that the soul has over the angels.
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The first, from the term of exaltation and elevation: for the soul is high and exalted in its source
above, being from the level of the inner dimension, which is not so of the angels, etc. Therefore the
bowing of the soul and its self-nullification in its source are with greater excellence, truly like a

candle before a torch.
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The second, from the term of poverty and neediness: that is, the soul is naked, without a garment,
for it has no clothing of a body and a limiting vessel at all; which is not so of the angels, who have
bodies, which are winds and flaming fire.
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The third, from the term of drawing [water]: the souls were drawn from the source from which they
were hewn, from the level of Chochmah (wisdom); “and she filled her jug (kadah)”: a jug (kad) from
the sea of Chochmah, the twenty-four (kad) books of the Torah.
07 17 T2 QW 7ARWI A7NAw 77900 pn ROy oM RO WTP °97172 ANTIOW 11°°M
That is, “its foundation is in the holy mountains,” which is the supernal Chochmah, the source of
the Torah, for the Torah was drawn from there, a jug from the sea.
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As it is written, “and He set a Torah in Israel,” and it is written, “And this was formerly (lefanim) in
Israel,” and “this” is nothing other than Torah, which is rooted in the souls of Israel, in their source
and in their inner dimension (pnimiyus). Therefore they are more fitting than the angels for the

resting of the Shechinah (Divine Presence) and for receiving the Torah.
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