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“And He came from the holy myriads.” For there are units, tens, hundreds, etc. [This is] Ayak
Bechar (7752 pR) [the letters for 1, 10, 100 and 2, 20, 200], as is written in the book Sha’arei Orah
by Rabbi Yosef Gikatilla, Gate 1, on the subject of the tithe and the tithe from the tithe, etc., and on
the subject of the hundred silver sockets, etc.; see there.
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And the greatest number is a myriad, as it is written, “May you become thousands of myriads,” and

it is written, “And a hundred of you shall pursue a myriad,” for there is no number above it in the

Holy Tongue.
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For whatever is more than a myriad has no name of its own in the Torah, but is only called so many
thousands or so many myriads (ribbo), as it is written, “the myriads of the thousands of Israel,”
and it is written, “more than twelve myriads of people” (in Jonah, end of chapter 4). And therefore
we find in the Mishnah, at the beginning of chapter 7 of Berachos: “With three, what does one say?”
etc., up to “With a myriad, what does one say?” etc.
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Now it is written, “And the life of Sarah was a hundred years and twenty years and seven years.”
Seven is the level of the seven supernal emotive attributes (middos) in the verse “Yours, Havayah,

is the greatness,” etc., up to “the kingdom,” etc.
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For the attributes are in the mode of levels divided from one another, since Chesed (kindness) and

Gevurah (restraint) are opposing attributes.
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And therefore of them it says shanim (“years”), in the plural, whereas of Chochmah (wisdom) and

Binah (understanding) it says esrim shanah (“twenty year”), in the singular, for they are “two com-

panions that never part.” As, by way of analogy, in a person: when he understands a halachah by

means of the power of intellect within him, Chochmah and Binah are automatically included in

this.
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And see the Zohar, Parshas Chayei Sarah (123a). Now, in any case it is understood from this that
each one of the attributes is only at the level of a unit.
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For the seven attributes in the verse are called “seven years”; if so, each attribute is counted as only
one level.
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The intellect, however, is the level of tens, for Chochmah and Binah are called “twenty years.” And
the reason is that, in order for the attributes to be revealed from the intellect, it is impossible for
the light of the whole intellect to be drawn into the attribute, but only from the level of the tenth
within the intellect.
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As is known, the intellect that is enclothed in the attributes, to be the reason and the intellect
(mochin) of the attribute, bears no comparison to the essence of the intellect, which has no rela-

tion to the attributes.
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And see what is written about this in the discourse beginning “I have come into My garden,” and
on the verse “My offering, My bread,” that this is the matter of the sinews that join the bones with
the flesh, etc.; see there. Therefore each attribute is the level of the tenth within the intellect.
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And similarly it is stated concerning the Name Kel, that it is “the radiance of Chochmah,” meaning
that Chochmah and Binah shine in the attributes, as it is written, “the kindness of Kel.”
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And it is a tithe of the letters yesh (“being”): “Acquire (kenei) wisdom, acquire (kenei) understand-

ing”: [the two kenei] are the numerical value of yesh. And it is the level of Malchus (sovereignty)

within Chochmah, as is written elsewhere on [the verse] “Before Me no Kel was formed.” See the

Zohar, Kedoshim (end of 86a).
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Now the intellect, which is Chochmah and Binah, is likewise a tenth of what is above the intellect,
which is called the level of a hundred. And this is the meaning of what our Sages said, that the

stature of Adam, the first man, was a hundred cubits.
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And above the intellect, too, there are many levels: [the soul’s levels] Nefesh, Ruach, Neshamah,
etc.; and Chayah [and] Yechidah are above the intellect.
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And corresponding to the five levels of Nefesh, Ruach, Neshamah, Chayah and Yechidah are the
five levels mentioned above: units, tens, hundreds, thousands, myriads. For the level of Nefesh re-
ceives only from the level of the tenth within Ruach, and likewise Ruach from the level of
Neshamah, etc. And see what is written about this in the discourse beginning “How goodly are your

tents.”
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Now the level of the supernal will is above the intellect and Chochmah, and in it, too, there are two
levels: will (ratzon) and desire (chefetz).
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Will is without reason or delight: “Be silent; thus it arose in thought,” etc. And desire is in the mode

of reason and delight.
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And see what is written about this in the explanation on [the verse] “And I was beside Him as a
nursling,” concerning David: “You called them songs,” etc. And this is the meaning of “preserving
kindness for thousands”: from the level of notzer (“preserving”), [whose] letters [are] ratzon
(“will”), it is drawn down and spreads into the level of alafim (“thousands™): “I shall teach you
(a’alefcha) wisdom, I shall teach you understanding.”
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And similarly our Sages said: the Torah preceded the world by two thousand years. And see what is
written on the subject of “for thousands” in the discourse beginning “Their appearance and their
work,” and see Pri Etz Chaim, Sha’ar HaShabbos, chapter 8, on the subject of “Moshe rejoices,”
etc., a thousand parts of light, etc.; see there.
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Now it is explained elsewhere that we see, by way of analogy, in a person, that delight is what is
drawn down and spreads out in length and breadth and in multiplicity more than all the powers of

the soul.
R AIYNT NI 0 MTNR 5owa oW Do aY°RwAY [erna) R WS NA¥NT %D

971 99931 11337 D ORI MAYNT NITNRN IR P03 RIT [raw)

For delight is present in sight and in hearing and in all the senses, and in the intellect and in the
emotive attributes, etc. And the nature of the delight in sight is of a different kind from the nature

of the delight in hearing, such as a melody and musical instruments.
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And likewise in the intellect [there is| a delight of a nature of its own, etc. And in the same way
[there are] many kinds, a multitude of delights.
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And it is known that all delight below is only from what fell in the breaking of the vessels. And
therefore the Garden of Eden is delight without end, and “it is better that he be judged,” etc. And it

is known that the Garden of Eden is only a mere glimmer.
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(Therefore, in the same way it will be understood that the radiance and spreading of the supernal
delight is called “a myriad” (revavah) relative to the radiance of the will, which is the level of “for
thousands.” For it is more abundant (rav) and more exalted, to the point that from the level of the
tenth within the delight, etc.
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And this is what is written, “And the Ancient of Days sat,” etc., “a thousand thousands served Him,
and myriads of myriads stood before Him.” For from the level of the Ancient of Days (Atik Yomin),
which is the source of life, the source of delight, even what is drawn down and spreads from it as a
mere glimmer, at the level of “served Him” and “stood before Him,” is at the level of a thousand

thousands and myriads of myriads, etc.
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And as is written in the Idra Rabba on the subject of the multitude of worlds: in the skull (gulgalta)
there dwell thirteen thousand myriads of worlds, etc. And this is also the meaning of “Praise Him

according to the abundance of His greatness.”)
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Now Sarah is the level of the Matronita [the Queen], the level of Malchus. At first she was called
Sarai, a term meaning “my sovereign,” without spreading out; and afterward she became Sarah,
sovereign (sarah) to the whole world: “Your kingdom is a kingdom of all worlds.” And in order for
the spreading below to be greater, the drawing down of the power for this must be from higher

above.
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Therefore she was given the letter hei, which is the power of spreading out in length and breadth.
And see what is written on the subject of the hei of Avraham in the discourse beginning “Behold,
Avram,” etc.
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And see the Zohar, Parshas Balak (191a): “she made herself small,” etc., “and what is she? A yud,”
etc., until “she was built and made,” etc., “a hei as before,” etc.; see there.
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And it is explained elsewhere. And from this the matter of Sarai with a yud and Sarah with a hei will

be understood. Now “the life of Sarah” is from the level of a hundred.
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And this is the meaning of “A person is obligated to recite a hundred blessings every day,” and
therefore our Sages said, “Do not read mah (‘what’) but me’ah (‘a hundred’).”
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That is, Malchus is called mah, and into it is drawn from the level of a hundred, which is the level of
Keser (the Crown); for in order for there to be spreading below, there must be drawing down from

above, as mentioned above.
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Yet even so, the drawing down is only from the level of a hundred. But the level of the Torah has its

root in the level of myriads, which is far, far above the level and rank of a hundred.
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And this is the meaning of “from the holy myriads.” And specifically from there it can be drawn
down and descend even below, into physical things: sukkah and tefillin, etc.
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And see what is written at the end of the discourse beginning “Behold, Avram,” and at the end of
the discourse beginning “See, the fragrance of my son is like the fragrance of a field.” And see what
is written in the discourse beginning “Give ear, O heavens,” on the subject of “|[My speech] shall
flow as the dew,” etc., “and as showers upon the grass”: for revivim (“showers”) is the matter of the

drawing down from the level of the holy myriads (revavos).
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(That is: “the life of Sarah,” which is the spreading of the life-force (chayus) of the worlds, “And You
give life to them all,” “Your kingdom is a kingdom of all worlds”: the root of this drawing down is
called the union of the outer dimension (chitzoniyus) of Chochmah and Binah, Ayin [nothingness]

and Yesh [being].
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But through Torah and mitzvos there is drawn down from the level of the union of the inner di-
mension (pnimiyus) of Chochmah and Binah, the root of which drawing down is from the level of
Atik [the Ancient One] and the Infinite One (Ein Sof) itself. And in the same way one can explain
“How abundant is Your goodness, which You have hidden away,” for rav (“abundant”) and revavah

(“myriad”) are one concept.
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And this is what is written, “abundant in deeds,” etc. And see what is written on [the verse] “They
shall utter the remembrance of Your abundant goodness,” that the Yesod of Arich Anpin [the Long
Countenance|, meaning the level of bestowal, is called “Your abundant goodness.” And therefore
the first generations, from Adam the first man until Noach, lived exceedingly long lives; that is, be-
cause at that time it was drawn down from the level of Arich Anpin.) (As is written in the Zohar, Part
I,37b.)
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And afterward it is written, “And his days shall be a hundred and twenty years”; and this is along

the lines of what is written, “And the life of Sarah was a hundred years,” etc.
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And from all this one will also understand the meaning of “And abundant shall be the peace of your
children”: the peace in abundance, etc., [as explained| in the discourse beginning “And all your

children.”
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Yet even so, the revelation and drawing down now, through the Torah, from the level of the myri-
ads mentioned above, is only ve’asa (“and He came”), a term of the Aramaic translation (Targum),
which is the level of the back (achorayim); for the reasons of the Torah, which are the inner dimen-

sion of the Torah, have not yet been revealed, and this will be in the Time to Come.
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And this is the meaning of what is said, “Let Him kiss me with the kisses of His mouth”: the level of
kisses, the cleaving of spirit with spirit, the level of breath, which is the revelation of the inner di-
mension (pnimiyus) of the reasons of the Torah. But now it is only in the level of the back, “ve’asa,”
etc., as is explained at length on [the verse| “Torah [Moshe| commanded [us].”
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And this is [the meaning of] “And He shone forth from Se’ir to them”: that it is only the level of
hairs (se’aros), the surplus of the brain, as is known in the physical, that the hairs are not of the es-
sence of the brain, for they are cut and one feels nothing at all. And similarly above: the Torah is

the fallen fruit of the supernal wisdom.
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(And one could also say that this is the matter of the three levels: blessing, holiness, union. That is:
blessing is the matter of the hundred blessings, and it is the level of “And the life of Sarah was a
hundred years,” as mentioned above, and it is the matter of the blessing at the level of “And You

give life to them all.”
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But holiness is the drawing down from the level of the holy myriads through “Who has sanctified

us with His commandments,” which is the drawing down of the light that encompasses all worlds

(sovev kol almin). Yet even so, kiddushin [literally “sanctification”] is still only the level of betrothal

(erusin), and it is the level of “ve’asa,” etc.
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But union is the drawing down in the mode of the inner dimension. It can also be said that there
are indeed the holy myriads, yet nevertheless, far, far above this is the level of “You are One, but
not in number.”
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And this is the matter of union: to draw down the revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof),
blessed be He, singular and unique, “One but not in number,” so that “the glory of Havayah shall
be revealed,” etc., “eye to eye they shall see,” etc. And see Pardes, in the Erchei HaKinuyim, the
entry “Yabok,” and in Me’orei Or) (letter gimmel, section 66, and letter yud, section 23)
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and in the Ra’aya Mehemna, Parshas Mishpatim (end of 116a, 119a), and in Parshas Pekudei

(262a), and in the Ramaz, Parshas Teitzei (277a), in the passage beginning “and blesses with it.”
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And see what is written about this at the end of the discourse beginning “The matter of the
libations.” And see further what is written on the subject of blessing and holiness, on what is stated
in the Zohar, Part 111, Parshas Balak (190b), on the verse “Bless Havayah, His angels,” etc.: “but
‘holy’ was not handed over to them on their own, but only together with Israel, for they do not sanc-

tify with holiness except together with Israel”; see there.
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And in the Gemara the subject of “And He came (ve’asa) from the myriads” is mentioned (in

Chagigah 16a): “He is a sign (os) among His myriad.” And so it is in the Midrash Rabbah on Song of

Songs, end of [the section] “What is your beloved.”
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One can say the explanation is along the lines of what our Sages said in the Midrash Rabbah, Seder
Mikeitz, section 90: “’You shall be holy’: could it be like Me? The verse says, ‘for [ am holy,’ etc.: My

holiness is above your holiness.” And this has been explained elsewhere.
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And along these lines it can be said that “from the holy myriads” is the level of “You shall be holy,”
for this is drawn down through the Torah.
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However, the level of “He is a sign among His myriad” is the level of “My holiness is above your ho-
liness,” and far, far above even the level of the holy myriads, for “You are One, but not in number.”
And similarly it is said, “His understanding is beyond number.”
Q%IRRT QY N122377 11 9201 9712 11°RW 127 b Raht
For relative to something that is not within the bounds of number, the myriads are equal with the
others.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And the Ancient of Days sat,” etc., “a thousand thousands served
Him, and myriads of myriads stood before Him,” etc. And this is the meaning of “He is a sign with-

in the holy myriads.” [So it is] in the Midrash Rabbah on Song of Songs, there.
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And see further on the subject of “And He came from the myriads” in the Zohar, Part II, Shemos 3a,
Terumah 131a.
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