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“Know this day and return it to your
heart that Havayah is Elokim...”
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“Know this day and return it to your heart that Havayah is Elokim; there is nothing else.” The

meaning of “Know this day” is: just as the day is together with the night, and the two of them are

one, as it is written, “And there was evening and there was morning, one day,”
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so [it is with] “return it to your heart”: as it is in time, so it is in the soul, that the two hearts, which
are the good inclination and the evil inclination, are both as one, so that the evil inclination too will

return to the service of G-d, “when the sitra achra (the other side) is subdued,” etc.,
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as it is written, “with all your heart”: with your two inclinations. And from this, “you shall know
that” in this way “Havayah is Elokim,” etc. (See on this in Reishis Chochmah, Sha’ar HaAhavah, at
the end of chapter 5; in the book Avodas HaKodesh, Part I, chapters 11 and 12; and in the Zohar,

Parshas Va’eira, page 26b and page 27a, and in the commentary of the Ramaz.)
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And the explanation of this matter, so as to understand how the analogy corresponds to what it il-
lustrates, requires a preface: the saying of our Sages, of blessed memory, that Shimon HaAmsoni
used to expound every “es” in the Torah; when he reached “Es Havayah your G-d you shall fear,”

he withdrew, etc.,
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because it was difficult in his eyes [to read] es as including [something], for what does it come to in-
clude? And the commentators asked why he did not find it difficult in “And you shall love es
Havayah your G-d”: what does es come to include [there]? As is explained in the Responsa of the
Maharil.
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But the matter is that the inclusion of es is “the es of what is subordinate,” etc. And this is the

meaning of what is written in the holy Zohar on the verse “And you shall love es Havayah your

G-d”: “This is the mystery of including the left in the right,” etc.,
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which is the level of awe; that is, that the love be included in awe, and not love alone. And this is the
inclusion of es, to include “the es of what is subordinate,” which is the level of awe: “to include the
left,” which is the level of “the es of what is subordinate,”
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that is, the level of bittul (self-nullification), etc. (And because awe is alluded to in the word es,
[meaning| what is subordinate, it therefore comes as the inclusion of es in “And you shall love,”
etc.)
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Love, however, does not come as the inclusion of es in “Es Havayah your G-d you shall fear,” be-
cause love is not the level of being subordinate to awe;
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for love is the level of the masculine (dechar) and the right, [as in] “He remembered (zachar) His

kindness,” and awe is the level of Nukva (the feminine), [as in] “a woman who fears Havayah”; and

the Nukva is the level of what is subordinate in relation to the masculine, and not the reverse.
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But [we need] to understand how awe can be included in love, since love and awe are two oppo-
sites. For love is the yearning to cleave to Him, may He be blessed; it comes because of distance, as
in the analogy of one who is far from his father’s house and longs and yearns to see his face.
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And of this it is said, “My soul desires You in the night” (Isaiah, chapter 26, [verse] 9); that is to say,
because it is night and darkness, in the hiddenness and concealment
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of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, therefore “I desire You,” that there be a revelation
of light; as it is written, “My soul thirsts for You, my flesh longs for You, in a dry and weary land

without water; so have I beheld You in the Sanctuary,”
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for because he is “in a dry and weary land,” the yearning and the thirst grow all the greater. That is,
when he takes to heart that the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He, is as His Name: He has no end,

etc.,
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for “His Name alone is exalted,” and only His majesty and the radiance of His Name are “over

earth and heaven”: “earth” is the lower Gan Eden and “heaven” is the higher Gan Eden, for they

too are nothing
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but the level of His majesty and the radiance of His Name: “the righteous sit and delight in the radi-
ance of the Shechinah (Divine Presence).” And man has gone down, lower and lower, into this
world, which is a wilderness and a dry land, etc.; for which reason the soul thirsts and longs for

Him, may He be blessed, that there be “so have I beheld You in the Sanctuary.”
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And this is [the meaning of] “A psalm of David, when he was in the wilderness of Yehudah”: for the
aspect of the wilderness and dry land of this world is what brings about [the state of] “Yehudah,”

“This time I will thank,” etc., and intensifies the aspect of thirst, etc.
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(And see what is written on “My soul desires You in the night” in the discourse beginning “Sing and

rejoice,” concerning “song in the evening”; [Midrash] Rabbah, Bamidbar, at the beginning of

chapter 3; the Zohar, Part I1I, page 67a.)
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But awe comes because of the aspect of nearness, that is, when one contemplates the nearness of
G-d, Who encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), etc.
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For it is true that he is very, very far from the light of G-d, by reason of the descent of the levels in
the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus), through
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his having descended lower and lower, level after level, until he became distant from the light of
His countenance, may He be blessed; that is, from the aspect of the radiance and revelation of the
Infinite Light, blessed be He, [by which] there come to be earth and heaven, spiritual and physical.
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But the Infinite Light, blessed be He, which encompasses all worlds, is not within the bounds of the
chain of descending worlds at all; for He “is equal and makes equal small and great,” “Who is en-
throned on high, Who looks down low,” etc.; and just as He is found in the higher realms, so He is

found in the lower realms.
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And see what is written in the discourse beginning “This matzah,” etc. And “encompassing all

worlds” (sovev kol almin) does not mean that He encompasses and surrounds from above alone,
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but that He is found below just as above, in the manner of encompassing and surrounding and in

the manner of concealment, not in the manner of inwardness (pnimiyus) and revelation.
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And when a person contemplates that Havayah, Who encompasses all worlds, is actually standing
over him, being below just as above,
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then “terror and dread” will fall upon him, the awe of shame, which is the higher awe; or the lower

awe, not to rebel against the eyes of His glory, G-d forbid.
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Summary. Love is drawn from the aspect of distance; and this is “My soul desires You in the night.”
And awe is drawn from the aspect of nearness. Therefore “the people saw, and they trembled, and
they stood from afar,” to rest a little from the intense awe that fell [upon them]| because of the

nearness.
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2. But [as for| the inter-inclusion, that love be included with awe and awe with love, and that two

opposites be as one:
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of this it is said, “Peace, peace, to the far and to the near” (Isaiah, chapter 57, [verse] 19): “to the

far” who has become near. “Far” is the aspect of love; “near” is the aspect of awe
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(for awe is from the level of the higher Chochmah (wisdom), as it is written, “The beginning of wis-
dom is the awe of Havayah”; and Chochmabh is the level of the World of Atzilus (Emanation) in gen-
eral; and the meaning of Atzilus is also from the word etzel, “beside” and “near,” as in “And I was
beside Him (etzlo) as a nursling”; for in Chochmabh is the revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein
Sof), blessed be He.
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Therefore awe is drawn from there, for it is specifically from close by, the aspect of being beside
and near to the revelation of the Infinite Light, blessed be He. Love, however, even the level of
great love (ahavah rabbah), is drawn from the level of Binah (understanding), for “Binah nests in
Beriah” (the World of Creation), the level of “and from there it parted,” and not beside and near,
etc.; see what is written on this at the end of the discourse beginning “There are sixty queens.” And
this is why love is from afar.)
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that peace and inter-inclusion are made between them; for peace is what joins two opposites, as it
is written, “He makes peace in His heights,” among the angels, for Michael is the prince of water
and Gavriel is the prince of fire;
7Y RITA TIRT DR 09202 7Y 099D 21 NIaNMI 192157 131°9Y N1 7IRA 71owRIY "5 13

1919°11 927 595 OW WaIn 1KY

and this is because a higher illumination is drawn down, which includes and joins two opposites,
through their being nullified to that illumination, until neither a thing nor its opposite is felt there
at all,
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but everything is equal there, the far as the near. And this drawing down is what is said in prayer,
“and the awesome, G-d Most High (Kel Elyon),” with an added vav (whereas “the great, the mighty”

are without avav):
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a drawing down so that there be a revelation of the level of “awesome,” which is the revelation of
this bittul (self-nullification) through which the two opposites are included [in one another], drawn
from the level of G-d Most High. For “G-d Most High” means most high, above the chain of de-

scending worlds (hishtalshelus), which are the aspect of radiance and revelation of light.
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But of G-d Most High it is said, “He made darkness His hiding place,” which is the matter of con-
cealment and the absence of comprehension, for “no thought can grasp Him at all,” “the most hid-
den of all hidden,” etc.
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And of this it is said, “Blessed be Avram of G-d Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth”: for
heaven and earth, spiritual and physical, are nullified before Him equally.
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(And in Pri Etz Chaim, concerning “G-d Most High, Who bestows good kindnesses,” it explains that
G-d Most High is in the level of Keser (the Crown), and it is far above even the level of the higher
Chochmah; and see what is written on this in the discourse beginning “You are standing”; and see
the Zohar, Part I, Parshas Lech Lecha)
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(page 87a), on “And he was a priest”: “this is the right”; “of G-d Most High”: “the higher world”;
that is, there G-d Most High means Binah.
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But [this is] because the revelation of Atik is in Binah, and therefore Binah too is called “His great
Name,” as is written on this in the explanation of “the mezuzah on the right and the Chanukah

lamp on the left.”

17917 22921 12 11712 NOX 71°NIANY 210 DOWTIPR WIPT K17 27Y 1707 19N0° 79 2 phn ama)l 27012 1°°99)
(QW [n1o1 fwn 290)

(And see the Zohar, Part II, at the beginning of Parshas Yisro, page 67b: “the mystery of the Holy of

Holies,” etc., “and beneath it there is a priest,” etc.; and in the commentary of the Ramaz there.)
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For He “is equal and makes equal small and great,” and there it is “darkness and light alike”: both
are equal before Him, may He be blessed, revelation, which is the light, and concealment,
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el

which is the darkness; for “all before Him is considered as actually nothing,” and the matter of

revelation and concealment applies only in relation to the created worlds, etc.
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But before Him, may He be blessed, “even darkness does not darken for You,” etc. And from there
comes the illumination and drawing down with the added vav, “and the awesome,”
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that is, so that there be a revelation of “awesome,” which is the revelation of the bittul through
which the attributes (middos) of love and awe are included [in one another]. (And it must be said
that the drawing down from the level of “and the awesome” is above the level of the higher awe in
itself, even though [the higher awe] is also the aspect of “near,” similar to what is written in the

note to Tikkun Chatzos
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that, indeed, the superiority of this awe that comes from above, etc., over the level of the higher

awe, the awe of shame that is in the soul, is like the superiority and advantage of light over dark-

ness itself; see the reason there. And along these lines it will be understood here as well.)
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(And see what is written in the discourse beginning “Arm from among yourselves,” and at the end
of the discourse beginning “And all the people saw,” and at the end of the discourse beginning
“And Yaakov sent,” on Rabbi Akiva, who entered in peace and left in peace.)
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And this is the meaning of the binding of Yitzchak, the inclusion of the attribute of Yitzchak in the

attribute of Avraham: “And he bound Yitzchak his son,” etc., “above the wood (etzim)”: etzim are
two trees, the Tree of Life and the Tree of Knowledge, and “above” the two levels of trees
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(and see what is written on the verse “gathering wood (etzim)” in Parshas Shelach, on “And he shall

be like a tree,” etc., “and by the stream it spreads its roots”; and see the Zohar, Part III, Parshas

Shelach, page 158b, on the verse “Is there a tree in it or not”),
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that is, [from]| “He made darkness His hiding place” there is drawn down the revelation of “and the
awesome,” so that there be the inclusion of awe, the attribute of Yitzchak, in the attribute of
Avraham.
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And also the inclusion of love in awe. And this inter-inclusion is as it is written, “And all hearts

shall stand in awe of You, and all innermost parts and kidneys shall sing to Your Name.”
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“Hearts shall stand in awe of You” with the attribute of awe, and “innermost parts and kidneys shall
sing” with the attribute of love. And therefore it is specifically “innermost parts and kidneys” that
“shall sing”: for the song (rinah) and singing that come from the revelation of love and yearning,

song is in the mouth, as is known.
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But when “hearts stand in awe of You” with the attribute of awe and bittul, the song does not reveal
itself openly in the mouth from the revelation of love, since they are two opposites, as mentioned
above; nevertheless, in the innermost parts and kidneys, in an inward manner, there will be the

singing and the joy that come from love.
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(And see what is written in the discourse beginning “Sing and rejoice,” on “song in the evening”
and “they shall sing of Your righteousness”; and this is song in the mouth, and it is drawn from the
attribute of night, the aspect of darkness and concealment of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, as

mentioned above regarding “My soul desires You in the night.”
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But through a revelation from the level of “and the awesome, G-d Most High,” there is then drawn
down “And all hearts shall stand in awe of You, and all innermost parts and kidneys shall sing,”
which is the song and singing in the inner dimension of the heart. And this is like what is explained

in the Zohar, Part I, at the beginning of Parshas Vayetzei)
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(page 148b), on the verse “And Your pious ones shall sing (yeranenu)”: “It should have said, ‘Your

9

Levites shall sing,’” etc., until “for they are more esteemed.” And this is like the difference between

the levels of song mentioned above: the song of the Levites is song in the mouth, “to raise the

voice.”
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But as for “Your pious ones shall sing,” who are the Kohanim (priests), that is with the desire of the

heart, as is written in the Zohar, Part 111, Parshas Shemini (page 39a):
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“for the Kohen, his services are in silence,” etc.; see there. If so, their song is like “and all inner-

most parts and kidneys shall sing,” etc.
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And see what is written in the discourse beginning “A psalm, a song at the dedication of the House”

on the difference between mizmor (psalm) and shir (song), which is also along these lines. And this

is
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because the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of the heart has the power to be a vessel and an abode to
contain love and awe, even both of them together, through the revelation from the level of “and the
awesome,” which is drawn down and revealed in the inner dimension of the heart; and also, as is
written elsewhere, the inner dimension of the heart becomes one with the mind, in the manner of

“two companions that never part.”
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But in the outer dimension (chitzoniyus) of the heart there is nothing [able] to contain both of them
together. And this is “And all hearts shall stand in awe of You, and all innermost parts and kidneys
shall sing,” which is the level of the inner dimension of the heart, etc. And see what is written on

the verse “Iwill greatly rejoice,” etc.,
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“my soul shall exult (tagel)”: exultation (gilah) with trembling, that awe covers on the outside, and
its inside is inlaid with love. And this was also explained on the verse “On the eighth day, an assem-

bly (Shemini Atzeres),” etc., “Let the children of Zion exult in their King,” etc.
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And see what is written on the verse “When Pharaoh sent out,” in the explanation of “G-d did not

lead them by way of the land of the Philistines.” And this is the joy in G-d, the Infinite Light, blessed

be He, which encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), which actually dwells with him, being

below

ToYNRPY MR TN 110 AN1NRD P78 NN Y A0 LA "3 12 PR D7 moyne 1M
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just as above, even though there is no revealed comprehension of it. Now, of this it is said, “And the

righteous shall live by his faith”: by virtue of faith, which is above comprehension.
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Summary. But [as for] the inter-inclusion, that love be included with awe: of this it is said, “Peace,

peace, to the far and to the near.” And this is through a drawing down from the level of “and the

awesome,”
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and this is the meaning of the Akeidah (binding), “above the wood.” And this inter-inclusion is as it
is written, “And all hearts shall stand in awe of You, and all innermost parts and kidneys shall sing
to Your Name.”
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3. Now, the revelation of this joy in actual deed is the joy of a mitzvah, as it is written, “Because you
did not serve Havayah your G-d with joy and with gladness of heart, out of an abundance of every-
thing”: more than an abundance of everything. For the joy is because “He has sanctified us with

His commandments,” with the supernal holiness.
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And this is the meaning of the blessing over mitzvos, “Blessed are You, Havayah”: it means that we

request that [He] be “blessed” and drawn down from far above the chain of descending worlds

(hishtalshelus)
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(and see the Zohar, Part I, Parshas Lech Lecha: there, “Blessed be Avram,” as we say, “Blessed are

You”; “of G-d Most High,” “Havayah our G-d”; see there; and not as the commentary Mikdash

Melech explains there);
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for in order that there be a drawing down by way of the order of the chain of descending worlds,
from cause to cause, until He becomes “King of the world,” and “Your kingship is a kingship over
all worlds,” to bring worlds into being and give them life from the level of His Malchus
(sovereignty), may He be blessed,
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which is the level of a name alone: because His Name and His kingship are called upon them, they
live and endure; and this is the level of radiance and illumination, etc.
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But with the mitzvos, “He has sanctified us” with the supernal holiness that is above the chain of

descending worlds, the level of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin); and the an-

gels ask, “Where is the place of His glory?” etc.,
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[and] they say, “The whole earth is full of His glory”: in this lowly earth; for the Torah and the
mitzvos in this world, which are clothed in physicality, are founded “in the holy mountains,” super-

nal, far above
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the chain of descending worlds; and they become an actual throne and abode for His dwelling, may
He be blessed, Who encompasses all worlds, Whom “no thought can grasp,” but only as it grasps

[Him] through Torah and mitzvos, etc.
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And concerning this we were commanded, “And you shall love es”: that is, that you draw the at-
tribute of love and joy into the level of “the es of what is subordinate,” which is the attribute of awe

and bittul (self-nullification).
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And this is “es Havayah your G-d”: that is, because He is your G-d, facing [you], below just as
above. And [it means] that the revelation of this love and joy be in actual deed, in fulfilling “And
these words which I (Anochi) command you this day,” for from the level of “this day, to do them”

the revelation of “I (Anochi)” is drawn down,
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and not radiance and illumination in the manner of a name alone, but “I (Anochi)” Myself, as it
were, “command you” (metzavecha), a term of companionship (tzavta) and joining, in the com-
mandments of G-d, which are the revelation of His essence and being, as it were, through the 620
pillars of light that are drawn down into the 613 commandments of the Torah and the 7 command-
ments of the Rabbis.
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“And you shall speak of them when you sit in your house.” For it is written, “A voice calls in the
wilderness”: the voice of the Torah, “the voice is the voice of Yaakov,” calls and is drawn down into
the level of wilderness and desolation, which is this world; “clear the way of Havayah”: that there be

in it a drawing down and a way of Havayah.
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And this is the drawing down of the vav of “and the awesome” from the level of G-d Most High,
which is above the level of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus), etc. Therefore they said,
“Better is one hour of teshuvah (return) and good deeds in this world than all the life of the World

to Come,”
1T RITY 10 171 KPR 1K 7300 Aynn NI X121 Dow AT N2 R 0ab [x27 2%y 2°MY %2
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for the World to Come, since it is in the manner of comprehension and created intellect, so as to
take delight and pleasure, is only radiance, etc.; and it is the radiance of their Torah and their

service.
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Whereas with the occupation in the Torah and the mitzvos themselves, in the fulfillment of the
deed in this world in actual practice, in them there is drawn down the revelation of the level of “I
(Anochi)” in His own Self and His own Glory, which was not given to be enjoyed in the comprehen-

sion of created beings, etc.
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And concerning this they said, “‘I am’ (Anochi) and ‘You shall have no [other gods]’ we heard from
the mouth of the Almighty (HaGevurah)”: for there are many levels of gevuros (restraints) and con-
tractions (tzimtzumim) in order that there be this revelation of the level of “I (Anochi)” in Torah
and mitzvos, which is above the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus), the level of “He made

darkness His hiding place”: darkness and concealment, not light and revelation.
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(And see what is written along these lines in the discourse beginning “You shall draw water with
gladness”: that the water libation on the festival is the drawing down of the higher Chochmah (wis-
dom), the level of bittul (self-nullification); and that it must nevertheless be specifically “with glad-
ness” is because Chochmah and Binah (understanding) are “two companions,” etc.; and this too is

the inter-inclusion of bittul and awe with joy.
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And this comes after the Ten Days of Teshuvah and Yom Kippur, when we draw down from the level
of “before Havayah you shall be purified”; “Peace, peace, to the far and to the near,” etc.; through
this, afterwards, this inter-inclusion comes about. But here what is revealed is the joy and glad-

ness, only its inside is inlaid with bittul and awe.)
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Summary. And this joy, of the level of “and all innermost parts and kidneys shall sing,” is the joy of
a mitzvah. And this is the meaning of the blessing over mitzvos, [and of] “And you shall love es”
and “And you shall speak of them.”
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4. But now, this revelation [that comes] out of the darkness through the multitude of contractions
(tzimtzumim), “the matter depends on an arousal from below”: that there be “And you shall love
with all your heart,” with your two inclinations, so that the evil inclination too will return to the ser-

vice of G-d, in the manner of
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subjugation (iskafya) and transformation (is’hapcha) of darkness into light. For just as a person be-
low overcomes his nature, both in “turn away from evil” and in “and do good,” in the manner of
“Nullify your will,” in that he nullifies his will, removes himself, and casts his soul and his will

aside, etc.,
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so there is drawn down from above the level of bittul (self-nullification) and withdrawal of the very
essence of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, so that it should not shine and be revealed

as it is, that it has no end, etc., for the worlds cannot bear this light as it is.
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Therefore it is called darkness and not light and revelation; rather, it contracts itself through many
kinds of contractions (tzimtzumim) and descents of levels so that there be the revelation of the

light out of the darkness, which is an aspect of descent for Him, may He be blessed.
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As our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Wherever you find the greatness of the Holy One, blessed
be He,” etc.: that He set aside the essence of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, and
causes His Shechinah (Divine Presence) to dwell in the manner of contraction, in order that there
be revelation and light out of the supernal darkness.
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(And also, through the transformation of the darkness below into light, the revelation is aroused
above from the level of “He made darkness His hiding place,” which is above the level of light. And

this is the meaning of “the advantage of light from darkness,” precisely.)
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(See the Zohar, Parshas Tazria, page 47b, and Parshas Beshalach, page 57a. And see what is written
in the explanation of the verse “I am black but comely,” on the prohibitive commandments, etc.)
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And through this, this revelation is drawn down also into the heart of man below, so that it become

avessel and dwelling in which the two attributes, love and awe, are both included together, through

the drawing down of the level of peace, which includes and joins, etc.
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And of this it is said, “He who guards his mouth and his tongue guards his soul from troubles

(tzaros)” (Proverbs 21): meaning, that his soul not be narrow (tzarah) and too short to contain two

opposites as one, which are love and awe,
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but rather as it is written, “Enlarge the place of your tent,” etc. And this is through guarding his

mouth and his tongue, in the manner of subduing the sitra achra (the other side), both in the man-

ner of “turn away from evil,” etc.
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(And see on “He who guards his mouth and his tongue” in the Shelah, in [the part on]| the Written
Torah, at the end of [the section] Torah Ohr belonging to Parshas Behar; there he explains that this
relates to the closed mem of “For the increase (lemarbeh) of the dominion,” and there it is said,

“and of peace there shall be no end,” etc., as mentioned above.)
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For through this, this love that is included in awe is drawn into the inner dimension (pnimiyus)
and the innermost core of the heart, so that the heart becomes a vessel and dwelling for this love,
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and it is fixed and guarded forever, never to be moved from him all the days, whether in thought or
in speech and deed; as it is written, “And you shall speak of them when you sit in your house and

when you walk,” etc.,
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“And you shall bind them for a sign,” etc. And the whole Torah has been likened to tefillin: just as
tefillin, which are on physical parchment, have supernal holiness resting upon them from the
Infinite Light, blessed be He, that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), through the passages

written in them,
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so it is with all the mitzvos: they are in physical action, and nevertheless the Infinite Light, blessed

be He, rests and is clothed in them. Therefore all his deeds, words and thoughts in his occupation

with Torah and mitzvos will be in the manner of this love and this bittul (self-nullification).
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Whereas through love that comes from the aspect of thirst, even though there is drawn upon him
the level of “and His right hand embraces me,” it is an embrace from outside; and therefore it

passes and goes away after prayer, etc.
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And the drawing down of this revelation into the heart, so that the heart be a dwelling and vessel

for this love, that it be in its inner dimension and core, that it be fixed and guarded forever, is ac-

complished through the level of the lawgiver (mechokek), who makes an engraving (chakikah) in

the vessel, to receive.
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(And see what is written on the verse “with the lawgiver, with their staffs,” and on the verse “Arm
from among yourselves.”) And this lawgiver is Moshe, as it is written, “For there the portion of the
lawgiver is hidden”; this is Daas (knowledge), which is the source of the Torah.
WK DOLEWNRT TORY DYy KA wrnyl) SRAY° 12 199 Own OW WR 7707 RN AR
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And of this it is said, “And this is the Torah which Moshe set before the children of Israel.” (And see
what is written elsewhere on the verse “And these are the ordinances which you shall set before
them.”)
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The meaning of “before” (lifnei) is: into the inner dimension of the children of Israel, that there be
a drawing down of “and the awesome” from the level of G-d Most High, and from the level of “He
made darkness His hiding place” there will be a revelation of light, until the light of the love includ-

ed in awe shines within the inner dimension that is in him,
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and through it the heart becomes a receptacle, so that the core of the heart and its inner dimension

are inlaid with this love, never to be moved, forever and ever.
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And with all the above, the matter of “Know this day” will be understood: that the day is together
with the night, “And there was evening and there was morning, one day,”
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that is, as in the creation of the world, “first darkness and then light,” for out of the darkness light
came to be. So it is with the revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, out of a su-
pernal darkness: “first darkness,” the level of “He made darkness His hiding place” and of G-d
Most High, “and then light,” that there be the level of light and revelation.
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And this is through Daas (knowledge); and this is “Know (veyadata) this day.” And from this, “you
shall know that Havayah is Elokim”: that there is drawn down a joining and union of the Name
Havayah with the Name Elokim, through the drawings down of the vav of “and the awesome” from

G-d Most High, which includes and joins the two opposites.
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And this drawing down, which is from far above the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus),
from the level of “He made darkness His hiding place,” that there be a revelation of light, which is
through the level of gevuros (restraints) and contractions (tzimtzumim), “the matter depends on

an arousal from below”: through
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[this,] that “you return it to your heart,” that the two hearts be as one, so that the evil inclination too
will return to the service of G-d, in the manner of subjugation (iskafya) and “Nullify your will,” etc.;
for through an arousal from below [comes] an arousal from above, “wherever you find His great-

ness,” etc.
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Summary. But this revelation depends on an arousal from below, on subjugation (iskafya) and the
transformation of darkness into light, through which revelation and light are drawn down from

above out of the supernal darkness. “He who guards his mouth and his tongue,” etc.
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And this is through “with the lawgiver,” the level of Daas (knowledge); and this is “Know this day.”

And from this, “Know this day that Havayah is Elokim.” And this is through “and return it to your

heart,” etc.
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And along these lines one can explain what our Sages, of blessed memory, said (in Berachos, page
55b) concerning Betzalel: “You were in the shadow of G-d (betzel Kel), and you knew.” Meaning:
“in the shadow of G-d” is the level of G-d Most High (Kel Elyon), as is written in the Zohar, Part II,
Terumah (end of page 152a).
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And from this is drawn the level of “and you knew,” that is, “Know this day,” the level of “first dark-
ness and then light,” as mentioned above; and afterwards, “and return it to your heart,” etc.
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And this is why he said to make the Mishkan (Tabernacle) first: to draw down the supernal encom-

passing light (makif) from the level of “He made darkness His hiding place”; and afterwards the ark

and the vessels, that the inter-inclusion be in an inward manner.
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And see on “that Havayah is Elokim” in the Zohar, Part III, Naso (143a); Korach (178b); Parshas
Acharei (page 65a); Bereishis (end of page 12a); Va’eira (page 25a). And see what is written on this
in the discourse beginning “Return, O Israel.”
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