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“When a man (adam) shall have in the skin of his flesh.” Adam is at a great level, for he is “the com-
pleteness of all” (shleimu dechola). That is, because he is comprised of all the aspects, Chesed
(kindness), Gevurah (restraint) and compassion, and all the emotive attributes (middos) and

modes of conduct that pertain to one
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who is ruler and sovereign in the world; whereas one who cleaves to one aspect alone, or to two, is
not called adam,
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such as “Moshe the man (ish),” “the man (ish) of G-d.” Although the level of Moshe is exceedingly
high, nevertheless the level of adam is above him, as is written in the Zohar, Parshas Tazria, folio
48, side a. That is, because all things are within him, etc., and he can raise [things] up on high

through his affairs and his deeds,
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and bring down below, and the whole world depends on him. (And see [the Zohar,] the beginning of
Parshas Mishpatim, folio 94, end of side b; and in the Midrash, Vayikra Rabbah, beginning of
chapter 2; and in [the Midrash on| Koheles, on the verse “One man (adam) out of a thousand I have

found”: “Adam — this is Moshe, who came for a thousand generations,” etc.)
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Now, this adam, when his deeds are worthy and he has rectified all the matters and levels that are
above, it can be that still, in “the skin of his flesh,” the lowest level in him, the evil and the dross

have not been sifted out of it, and signs arise physically in his flesh, not in the way of
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nature; and these are the nega’im (afflictions), which are not from the common fluids, as the

Rambam writes, that the mitzvah of nega’im does not apply in this time of ours, after the

Destruction [of the Temple], because it is not found at all that there should be a change in the flesh

itself without any fluid, for it is “like the appearance of the sun, deeper than the shade,” etc.
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Rather, they are miraculous occurrences, because spiritually, in the service of G-d, he has made
rectification through his deeds and sifted the evil from the good in all matters; only the dross at the

end of his garments has not yet been sifted.
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Therefore they arose in his flesh. Moreover, nega’im are lofty things, for he is not called impure
until the kohen calls him impure; and as long as [the kohen]| has not yet called him by the name

“impure,” the nega’im are not within the category of impurity,
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but on the contrary, they are supernal lights; only they are a harsh judgment (dina kashya) of holi-
ness, as is found in Etz Chaim; see there. (And see the Ramaz [on the Zohar], at the end of Parshas
Tazria, on what he writes: “And understand a great matter: that the impurities of tzaraas are not

like all the other impurities,” etc.; see there.)
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“And he shall be brought to Aharon the kohen”: for they are elevated through the kohen, who is the
supernal Chesed, “the right arm,” and he can sweeten the severities (dinim). When he says “pure,”
the nega’im become pure and are transformed into complete good. And there are nega’im that the

kohen cannot elevate and sweeten.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/tazria/5/ 3



LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS TAZRIA - MAAMAR 5 1A 1137: 5779 99 09X

M Y77 M992N0 By 00 0w 2191 OTX 2333 0031 PRW 10T 11 1131812 2171 DOYA1 PR 199
DNPNX°N2 P WAN 71AT NPRClD

Therefore nega’im do not apply in this time of ours, that is, they are not found among people, be-
cause they indicate that the evil has been sifted out of the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of body and

soul, [so that it remains] only in the outer dimension (chitzoniyus).
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And this is not to be found among us, for even [in] the tzaddik and the good person, the evil is still
[present] slightly in the inner dimension. This suffices for one who understands. (And see what is
written in Parshas Miketz, at the end of the discourse beginning “For You are my lamp”; and see

Sefer Shel Beinonim [Tanya], Part I, chapter 10.)
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