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“The world is like an exedra, and the northern side is not enclosed by a partition” (Bava Basra, folio
25, end of side a). Now, in the south there is the intensity of the heat,
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and therefore the Cushites are black, and [the south] is also not settled. But in the north the people
are white, and in it is the main settlement of the seventy nations.
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Now, the south is Chesed (kindness) and the north Gevurah (restraint): “Out of the north shall
break forth,” etc. For the east is called the front (kedmah), the west the back, the south the right,
and the north the left.
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Now, it is known that Chesed (kindness) and Gevurah (restraint) are inter-included with one anoth-
er, and there is Gevurah within Chesed and Chesed within Gevurah. Therefore the south, which is

Chesed, has Gevurah in it,
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namely, the intensity of the heat (which is hard on a person; see the Gemara, chapter 18 of
Shabbos, folio 129a; and see Tosafos, chapter 3 of Kesubos, folio 30, the passage beginning “Every-
thing,” in the name of the Midrash Rabbah, regarding “May you be saved from the heat”).
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And it comes about through the tzimtzum (contraction) of the firmament that surrounds the world,
which holds back and prevents the light of the sun from spreading through the whole world, so that
instead it shines with intensity on the place where it shines; and every tzimtzum is due to the ge-

vuros, which set limits.
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The vessels, too, are of the level of gevuros. And this is in the south specifically: since in itself it is
Chesed, therefore the contracting Gevurah is included in it, etc.
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But in the north, which in itself is Gevurah, Chesed is therefore included in it, and that is why it is
cold, for coldness is Chesed. Yet even so, in itself it is Gevurah, namely the intensity of the cold,

which freezes and congeals.
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Therefore there is water in the north, for water is drawn from Chochmah (wisdom), the source of
the chasadim, which is called “the sea of Chochmah.” The power and source of moisture is in the
brain, and the source of warmth is in the heart: “flashes of fire”; “I am Binah, Gevurah is mine,”
etc.,
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whereas in the south there is dryness. Nevertheless there are rivers in it, and Gan Eden is on the
equator, because in itself [the south] is chasadim, etc. And this itself, too, that coldness is in Chesed

(kindness) and warmth in Gevurah, is through an exchange.
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The rule of the matter is that this is the chief rectification that the Emanator, blessed be He, insti-

tuted in His world: that there be a mixing of Chesed in Gevurah and Gevurah in Chesed,
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so that the world may endure. Without this the world would have no endurance at all; for if the

north, which is Gevurah in essence, had no Chesed at all in it, it would not endure.
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Therefore Chesed was implanted in it; and it is like “a woman who emits seed first bears a male,

and a man who emits seed first,” etc., as is explained elsewhere.
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And therefore, too, the northern side is not enclosed by a partition: for the partition of the con-
tracting firmament is specifically from gevuros, and in the north, since the chasadim of Chochmah

(wisdom) spread forth in it, it is therefore open. This suffices for one who understands.
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And therefore it is cold, since the sun spreads out this way and that, and not as in the south. (And
see the Zohar, Parshas Va’eira, folio 24a, and the Zohar HaRakia, the Eshel Avraham and the
Mikdash Melech there; and see Iggeres HaKodesh, in the discourse beginning “How great is Your

goodness that You have hidden away,” etc.
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And see further the Zohar, Parshas Bamidbar, folio 118b and folio 120a. And in Parshas Vayeshev,
folio 186b, on the verse “I have roused from the north,” etc.; and in Parshas Terumah, folio 154b,
on the subject of the table in the north, and folio 135a, as it says, “From the north [comes] gold,”

etc.; see there.
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And see what is written elsewhere on the subject of the Name of forty-two and [the Name of] seven-
ty-two in the passages of Shema and Vehayah im shamoa, which also belongs to the subject of what
is said in the Zohar, that “they exchanged their places,” etc. And see further on the subject of “the
northern side is not enclosed” in the Zohar, Parshas Korach, folio 178b; and it is a different matter

from what is written [here].
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And see the Likkutei Torah of the Arizal on Ezekiel, the passage beginning “The matter of Ezekiel”;
and see what is written in Parshas Vayeshev, in the discourse beginning “On the twenty-fifth of
Kislev,” on the meaning of “northward, before G-d”; and see the commentary of the Ramaz on the

Zohar, at the beginning of Parshas Tzav.)
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