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“And you shall draw water with joy from the wellsprings of salvation”
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And you shall draw water with joy from the wellsprings of
salvation
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“And you shall draw water with joy from the wellsprings of salvation.” It is written, “On the eighth
day, there shall be an atzeres (a gathering-in) for you.” The explanation: throughout the year they
would offer upon the altar bulls, rams, lambs and goats, and fire from
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above would descend upon the altar in the likeness of a crouching lion and consume them. On the
festival of Sukkos they would pour water upon the altar, the water libation, all seven [days]. But on

the eighth day, “there shall be an atzeres for you” for all these levels.
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The explanation of this matter: now that we have no Holy Temple and no altar, each person must
find “words of delight” in his soul,
2°°1 797 9521 TARY AR 5 292w 1 N2y Tunk o ahyn P marhy macnan o PR 17anm

s}
and understand how all the supernal levels above are [present] below, in the service of G-d that is
in the heart of each and every one. And in every generation a person is obligated
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to see in his soul the matter of the level of fire that burns and consumes the offerings, the bulls,
rams, lambs, etc.; the level of the water libation of the festival; and the level of the eighth day, on

which is the atzeres (gathering-in) of all the levels mentioned above.
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Now, our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “The prayers were instituted to correspond to the daily
offerings.” The matter is that “the service of the heart — this is prayer,” and the heart alludes to the
altar. And just as there were two altars, an inner one and an outer one, so there are two levels in the
heart: the outer dimension (chitzoniyus) of the heart and the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of the

heart, as is known
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(as is written in Zohar III, Parshas Tzav, p. 30b, that the inner altar is called “a still, small voice,”
which is the level of the inner voice; it is also called the golden altar, and it is the level of great love
(ahavah rabbah), which is of the level [that surpasses the other| as gold surpasses silver, etc. See
also on this in Zohar I1I, Parshas Behaalos’cha, p. 151b, and in Pardes, Erchei HaKinuyim, the en-
try “Mizbe’ach” (altar).
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The matter of these two levels will be further understood from what is written in the discourse be-
ginning “Shir HaShirim,” concerning the two levels of “bride”; see there. And this itself is the mat-
ter of the two levels of altar mentioned above.) And just as they would offer upon the outer altar all

the offerings, bulls, rams, lambs, etc.,
7253 292w NP0 NN RITY 1292 N°YaAVT 2R AR 97199 1NPeNa TR 95 PR 99
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so must each person, in his prayer, arouse the natural love in his heart, which is the level of the
outer dimension of the heart alone, so that it blaze like flashes of fire in the revealed [part] of the
heart. This is the level of the fire from above that descends in the likeness of a lion to burn the of-

ferings (see there, Parshas Tzav)

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/sukkos/ 4
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(p. 32b and p. 33a), on “And fire went out” — “this is Uriel,” and in the commentary of the Ramaz
there. And on p. 27 he writes that Uriel is numerically equal to Avraham.
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It is known that the natural love in the G-dly soul is an inheritance to us from the level of “kindness

to Avraham”; and in the same way it is explained here that the level of the arousal and revelation of

the natural love is the level of the fire from above.
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See further in the Zohar, Bereishis (p. 6b), and in the commentary of the Ramaz there, that the lev-

el of “aryeh” (lion) is numerically two hundred and sixteen, and it is from the level of “the spirit

that he left in her”; see there.
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In this way too the connection of this level to the natural love will be understood. It follows what is

written elsewhere, in the discourse beginning “Vayelaket Yosef” in Parshas Vayigash, concerning

the aftergrowths, that this is like the matter of “the spirit that he left in her,” etc.
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See what is written about the natural love in the discourse beginning “To explain the matter of Yom

HaKippurim,” and what is written about the lion in the discourse beginning “And the lion, like cat-

tle, shall eat straw.”
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It is in the manner of what is written, “They shall walk after G-d; like a lion He shall roar” — this is a
love that flares and blazes in a person’s heart when he remembers G-d, for he does not want to be

separated [from Him], G-d forbid.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/sukkos/ 5
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And it is written, “For the L-rd your G-d is a consuming fire.” He is a consuming fire: a fire that

burns and consumes all the fires that are not for G-d, which are called by the name “strange fire,”

so that the fire be for G-d alone and nothing else.
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Therefore our Sages, of blessed memory, said that it is forbidden to eat before prayer. For since he

wants to eat something, such as physical bread, he must necessarily be on a level higher than and

superior to
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the bread, so that by virtue of his superiority over it he is fit to rule over it and eat of it. But since it
is before prayer, when he has not yet cleared away and burned his excesses with the fire from
above,
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and he is bound up in worry over his livelihood, he is bound below and falls to the levels of other

physical things; he is then on the same level as the bread that he eats, and he is not fit to rule over it

and eat of it
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(see what is written about this in the discourse beginning “Thus shall you bless,” in Parshas Naso).
This is a person’s service in prayer: to burn up the worry over livelihood, just as they would offer

upon the altar fine wheat flour for the meal-offerings.

213 PR DORN 23 7790 PO AMIRY N2WR 2309 19778 K7 90 1LY 1101791 171V KDY

Not the matter of livelihood itself, for that is needed, and Scripture praises it, saying, “When you
eat of the labor of your hands, you are fortunate,” etc.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/sukkos/ 6
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But the worry, when a person is distressed and worries about it — this comes from the element of
fire and heat in his animal soul, which is a strange fire, and it must be burned up with the fire from

above, in prayer, as explained above.
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2. Now, our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Although fire descends from above, from heaven, it is

a mitzvah to bring [fire] from an ordinary [source],” in order to make a preparation for the fire

from above, that it descend through this.
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To understand this matter in the service of G-d: the Holy One, blessed be He, is called “He who

sows righteousness and makes salvations sprout.” The explanation of this will be understood by

first introducing what is written, “His left hand is under my head, and his right hand embraces me”

(see what is written on this verse in Parshas Ki Sisa).
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The explanation: “and his right hand embraces me” means that the levels of Chesed, “the right
arm,” are drawn down so greatly — and the right hand draws near all the sparks and all the souls of
Israel, to be united with G-d, the One and Unique, alone,
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as it is written, “the people near to Him” — until it is the level of an actual embrace, like a man who

embraces his friend, who cannot be separated from him
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in any way. And so, below, great love for G-d alone is drawn down and revealed, not to be separated
from Him, G-d forbid (see what is written on this in the explanation on the verse “Set me as a seal,”
concerning “the straps that hang upon the heart”).

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/sukkos/ 7
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But to merit the quality and level of this great love, there must first be the level of “his left hand is
under my head,” for “the left pushes away.”
MR PN RIAW PR IN2AWRM ANYT PonRy" 125 DR DOW° WRD DINT DR Dawmt ImTY D
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The explanation: it pushes away and humbles a person, when he takes to heart and deepens his
mind and thought [on] how utterly far he is from G-d, G-d forbid, and similar matters, all of which
come from the left side, as is known.
1739317 117° XD 53 [ov5wr on] 177 IMITE RIT 108y n’apn B DRAY N1°M32 1070 XD
It is not that the level of the left of the Holy One, blessed be He, Himself is what pushes away, G-d
forbid, for “none who is banished shall be banished from Him.”
11 1139172 U1 2R AWRD D MWRID NN N33 7unD Prhnwn wni 101 127 PR 0000 TwRD ROR
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Rather, [it is] when he takes to heart, etc., and it is drawn down and descends below in the level of
“under my head.” The explanation: when I take this level to draw it down below, “under my head,”
SNAXY POIRR SNOAW SNATTRR "NRY DX SonwnY TMTH RIT OREY32 IR 77 Snawnns PR1Y2 11977
mPnnn °1°y3
that is, into the depth of my thought, then I myself am the one who pushes away and humbles my-
self from my level, at which I had at first held myself in my own eyes
0°17°11 93 (75725 oamar arman) 2717 1770 TP L, (RPTI92 9mI025 WIOR 2901 172 M wUhy)
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(see what is written on this in the discourse beginning “A person is obligated to become intoxicat-
ed on Purim”). In this manner our Sages, of blessed memory, arranged all the confessions of Yom
Kippur, in which they confess for their souls and say, “We have rebelled, we have acted
abominably,” and the like, humbling themselves greatly before the Holy One, blessed be He, and

saying how

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/sukkos/ 8
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very far they are from Him, may He be blessed. And these are the very things that arouse the love
and the thirst, that one’s longing be toward Him, may He be blessed.
%2 NMIPTE YT I N1DI0N ANAW 129 2R nPY’I N°Ma% 1991 NPAR P03 R M
Through this he will come to attain the level and quality of great love that is on the festival of
Sukkos. This is [the meaning of] “He sows righteousness,” for
g DORPN R HRIW° M9 O3 11150 PTE2 P08 aw Py ApTE owa *p1 PRIW® No1d i
AY°9Y [72°n22/ n1en23] 229722 RIT [12wn o»° nawy2l] N7PWYAY 70 ApTX
the Congregation of Israel is called by the name tzedakah (righteousness), after the verse,
“Through righteousness you shall be established”; and also the collective of Israel below are full of
the mitzvah of tzedakah and of kindness; and in the Ten Days of Teshuvah this is in the state of
sowing.
nn%° XY yI1° KD AP 98y I”RWN VS WANIW 80 221 5y A7V ami T°X PYINW P77 1M D
595113
For just as the seed that is sown must be sown in soil that has been well plowed, whereas hard soil
will not be sown and will not sprout at all,
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so all the mitzvos of tzedakah and kindness that Israel do and acquire all the days of the year will
not be sown and will not sprout at all
DR 1"7’5&7?31 °mmM 0a% nx 1°2WnRY [nawn one nawy] NPPWY NI°12 57y R”D moynk 51D Yy X
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nor bear fruit above except through the Ten Days of Teshuvah, when they break their hearts and
push away and humble themselves like plowed earth, in the manner of plowing that “loosens the

soil”

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/sukkos/ 9
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(see what is written on this at length at the end of the discourse beginning “Listen, O heavens”:
how this plowing begins, in general, on Rosh Hashanah — this is the matter of the shevarim
[blasts], etc. — and that the sprouting is the festival of Sukkos; see there).
M1 OR D”RWN 98YI 18y DR DWW 7Yy R”D 10° Nl NPTE WY WIN2 ORI AR 1Y
And so we see plainly in those who give tzedakah that one gives only by making himself like dust,
whereas if he considers
0NN WD MY 1YY 130 KP DR 12 wow 7an NIMn AR K7D 10 KD 9371 w00 103y IR 2w
himself something, an existing entity, he will give only some surplus of what he has, but not his toil
and his labor and the very life of his soul.
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For this he must break the desires of his heart that come from his haughty spirit, and regard him-
self as equal to his fellow who receives from him — “What makes you think that your blood is
redder,” etc.,

219119195 °K AR X2 Y0 DY RAW ORM 9O PR w91 MWD 19RD 010 1w

that he should have what to eat and drink while the poor man has nothing? What is the difference,

and why should he be lacking? “Have we not all one Father,” etc.
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And see what is written in the discourse beginning “A land of hills and valleys.” Through this, the
level of tzedakah mentioned above is sown; the days between Yom Kippur and Sukkos are the level
of sprouting, until on the first day of the festival of Sukkos there grows and sprouts the level of
Avraham, supernal Chesed, the level of “and his right hand embraces me” mentioned above.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/sukkos/ 10
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The level and quality of Avraham, too, came through his saying, “I am but dust and ashes,” that is,

the level of dust in which one sows and which makes [things] sprout, as mentioned above. This is

“He makes salvations sprout,” and it is in the manner of what is written, “Save [with] Your right

hand.”
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For it is written, “He drew back His right hand”: the level of Chesed and the right is clothed in the

level of the back, in external things, and His hand must be saved for Him, to return to holiness
12 1351 9INR WA 17N Y ,pann i?ﬂﬂ'? nn i?:!ﬂ7? Ny °22 1R 19BN FIOTIRY 71T WUR (1) %Y)
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(see what is written in the discourse beginning “And I was with Him as a nursling,” concerning “a
time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing.” And see on the matter of “He drew back
His right hand” in the Zohar, Parshas Vayetze, p. 163b, at the end of the column; Parshas
Beshalach, p. 57a,
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at the end of the column; and Parshas Terumah, p. 143b, and in Mikdash Melech there. The matter
that the right is clothed in the level of the back refers to below, when a person lowers his love into

physical matters, to be drawn after the desires of the body and the animal soul, etc., and he says of
the left that it is the right.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/sukkos/ 11
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Through this they cause, G-d forbid, the flow [of divine influence] to be lowered to the external
forces. And see what is written at the beginning of Parshas Beshalach on the matter of “how very
long-suffering,” etc. The level of “He drew back His right hand” is also like the matter explained
elsewhere on the Zohar’s statement in Parshas Vayikra, p. 20b, “The Holy One, blessed be He,

when in exile, ascended above,” etc.
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The explanation in the Zohar, Parshas Beshalach, p. 57a, at the end of the column, also implies
this; see there. And see further on the matter of “He drew back His right hand” in the Zohar,
Parshas Balak, p. 201a, at the end of the column; Parshas Pinchas, p. 237a; Parshas Vayakhel, p.

203a, at the end of the column; and Parshas Acharei, p. 74a.
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Now, the matter of saving His hand for Him is as it is written, “Save [with] Your right hand and an-
swer me,” in Psalms, chapter 60. This is as explained in the discourse beginning “Listen, O heav-

ens,” mentioned above, concerning “And a sukkah shall be for shade by day.”
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For “by day” is the level of “kindness to Avraham,” the level of the right; and “shade by day” is the
level of a supernal encompassing light that is drawn over the Chesed. This drawing-down is from
the level of “abundant in kindness” and from the level of “for He desires kindness.” And see what is

written on the verse “Havayah — His adversaries shall be shattered.”

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/sukkos/ 12
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Through the revelation of the level of “abundant in kindness” within supernal Chesed, the judg-
ments are sweetened. And see what is written at the end of Parshas Shelach, in the explanation on
“I [am the L-rd your G-d]” of the passage of tzitzis, concerning “the kindnesses of G-d”: two levels

of Chesed, etc.; see there.
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This is “Save [with] Your right hand”: that the level of the supernal encompassing light is drawn to
the level of Chesed, “the right arm.” This drawing-down is from a very lofty place, from the level of
“there is no left in this Atika.” And through this, “answer me” — that there be “and his right hand

embraces me.”
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This is the matter of the sukkah, according to what is written in Pri Etz Chaim, Sha’ar Chag
HaSukkos, ch. 4: the walls of the sukkah — two as the law prescribes, and the third even a hand-
breadth — correspond, by way of analogy, to the three joints of the right arm, etc., and this is the
level of “and his right hand embraces me”; and the covering (sechach) is the level of “shade by
day” that encompasses the level of the right, etc.; see there.
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The explanation of the revelation of the level of the right hand of the Holy One, blessed be He, in a
person’s soul will be understood from what is written in the discourse beginning “Go out and see,”
concerning “Lift up your hands in holiness,” etc.; see there. In the Rabbah [Midrashim], the matter
of “Save [with] Your right hand” is mentioned in Midrash Eichah, at the end of [the section] “He cut

down in fierce anger”; and in Zohar I
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(in Parshas Vayetze, p. 163b, at the end of the column, and in Parshas Pekudei, p. 235a), and in

Parshas Shemini (p. 37a), in Parshas Chukas (p. 181b) and in Parshas Terumah (p. 169a), concern-
ing “the cup of salvations,” etc.,
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“Save [with] Your right hand,” etc. Also connected with this is what is written in the Zohar, Parshas

Tisa (p. 189b), and in the commentary of the Ramaz there, and in Parshas Noach (p. 62b),

1397° 19 YOI 17392 (12 1y mon 27Y0Y [x ey 0] KYO 379pT) W MM WA A Y PR TR 1°Ava
12

concerning “the end of the right.” And see in the Zohar, Parshas Chayei Sarah (p. 123a, at the end
of the column, and p. 123b, at the end of the column), concerning “His right hand saved for Him,”

etc.,
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and in Parshas Beshalach (p. 58a, at the end of the column): ““Your right hand, O L-rd, glorious in
power’ — this is the Torah.” It may be said [that this is]| as is written below, in the discourse begin-
ning “On the day of Shemini Atzeres,” concerning “I have placed My words in your mouth, and in
the shadow of My hand I have covered you”: that from the Torah there comes to be the level of a
sukkah, the level of shade, etc.
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It follows that this is like the level of “shade by day,” the level of “Save [with] Your right hand,” etc.
In the soul, too, this level will be understood: the Torah gives strength and might to the level of the
right and to the love of G-d, according to what is explained in the discourse beginning “In the third

month,” in Parshas Yisro, concerning the Torah being called “might,” etc.; see there.
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This is also [the meaning of] “Your right hand, O L-rd, shatters the enemy”: that is, all the desires of
the evil inclination and the animal soul. And tir’atz (shatters) has the letters of atzeres, for Shemini
Atzeres is the level of “so that all the peoples of the earth may know,” as is written in the discourse
beginning “The L-rd is for me among my helpers.”
0°13N0N 0°727 3% VTR P8 VTR N K29 IR (79735 Danor armanl PP 1IRRY N
RUIPTIT 5210 DLIwD
This is what our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “It is a mitzvah to bring from the ordinary.” The
explanation: “ordinary” means lowly, simple things, and “ordinary matters,”
AWYNI 12T FAWNAT 531 RYITIT 2970 PO RIWINT 2IRNN N1PAR 129 DR DTRA Q0w TWRD 1170
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that is, when a person takes to heart to be one of the “masters of reckoning,” [reckoning] all the or-

dinary matters and all the thought, speech and action that were not for G-d, which were in him all

his days, and how utterly far he is from G-d, and loathsome and abominable, etc.,

TN 297220 9IRI 199772 ORI 1°1°%92 A1aN Saw 7177 NN Ty i'l'?PJﬂ N5 MIT BRHY 3 XY
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which is the level of “the left pushes away,” etc. And he is made still more lightly esteemed than
this, and is lowly and despised in his own eyes, and loathes his life. Then he will become very bitter
and cry out to G-d in his distress,
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as it is written, “Their heart cried out.” This bitterness is what brings him to make a preparation for
the fire from above, which is the level of the love of G-d in his G-dly soul, that it be aroused and

blaze in his heart, as mentioned above.
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(See further what is written on the matter of “It is a mitzvah to bring from the ordinary” in the dis-

course beginning “The matter of Chanukah,” in Parshas Miketz, where it is explained somewhat

differently: that this is the love a person takes from [contemplating] the worlds, from the level of

His sovereignty, may He be blessed, etc.;
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see there; and in the discourse beginning “To explain the matter of Yom HaKippurim.” According
to this, it may be said that the matter mentioned here — being one of the “masters of reckoning,”
etc., and how far he is, etc. — is the matter of the mitzvah of removing the ashes, which is a prepa-
ration for the revelation of the fire, etc. And see what is written at the end of the discourse begin-
ning “And itwas, when Pharaoh sent out.”)
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3. Now, all this is the level of the fire upon the altar. But there is another level, greater and higher
than this,
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and that is the level of the water that was poured upon the altar on the festival of Sukkos; for water
quenches the thirst that comes from the element of fire, as it is written, “Ho, everyone who thirsts,
go to the water.”
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Within the level and degree of water, too, there are several different levels, one above the other. As
it is written, “You have been shown, to know that the L-rd is G-d; in the heavens,” etc., “there is
none else besides Him” — with sensory sight, which is the level of complete self-nullification (bit-

tul) of existence, in the manner of sight, as is written elsewhere.
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This level is called the level of water, which cools and extinguishes the heat of the fire. For since he
is in the level of complete self-nullification of existence before Him, may He be blessed, then of it-
self the heat of the natural fire in his G-dly soul cools, and the thirst like flashes of fiery flame.
DRI T2AARA IR PN NXP NI 707N 15K zﬂpnnb 7319w ART PR 127 N2AR Swns 1mn
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It is like, for example, the love of a son for his father: when he wants to come close to him and is
still somewhat far, the love is seen and revealed outside the heart, as he cries, “Father, Father!”
71997 2977 11 PN N°9A11 NORA1 9K DR AR 7137 1990 2907 737 whRn 19aR DIR RITwD OPRYnN
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But when he is actually beside his father, the heart within is inlaid with love, yet it is not seen and

revealed outside the heart. Therefore it is called the level of water, which cools the level of fire, so

that it is not revealed outwardly but hidden within the heart
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(as is written elsewhere on the matter of “the covered kindnesses,” etc.; and see what is written in
the discourse beginning “Know this day” on the matter of “and all my innards and kidneys shall
sing,” and what is written at the end of the discourse beginning “And it shall be on that day that a

great shofar shall be sounded,” concerning “on the holy mountain™).
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This is the matter of the Shemoneh Esrei prayer being [said] in a whisper, silently. For in Pesukei
DeZimrah he arouses the love like flashes of fire, to burn and consume the fires that are strange

fire, as mentioned above.
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There he is as though still far from the king; whereas in the [Shemoneh Esrei] prayer he is as
though standing before the king and saying, “Blessed are You,” etc.
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The explanation: “blessed” is the level of drawing down, for he draws His unity, may He be blessed,
down below, so that he be in the state of self-nullification before Him, may He be blessed. In the
same way they instituted “We give thanks to You,” which is the level of self-nullification, as is writ-
ten elsewhere.
'Y RV T”‘?P"f 1170’8 T2 YY) RWN wna XN 137? 2 MIRNANWA MIYI2T 1239 1N
(XY 1*57 1M 9 27y 1”7 NOWNXRA2
This is the matter of the bowings and prostrations, etc. Therefore it is in a whisper and silently (see
in the Zohar, Parshas Terumah, p. 137a; Parshas Bereishis, p. 50b; and Parshas Shemini, p. 39a).
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But for this level and degree to be fixed and planted in a person’s heart all day, so that he not be
moved from it, a person must devise counsels in his soul; for we see plainly that after the
Shemoneh Esrei prayer he goes back to being as before.
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The true counsel is the study of Torah and its laws. Although they are clothed in lowly physical
things, as in the matters of [the orders| Zeraim, Moed, etc., they
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are the ultimate unity and cleaving to Him, may He be blessed, as is written elsewhere. A person
must nullify himself and be absorbed in Him, may He be blessed, to be a fitting place for His unity,
may He be blessed, and must nullify and relinquish himself from all his wishes and thoughts.
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As is written elsewhere on the verse “A land that consumes its inhabitants,” etc. In this respect, the
study of Torah is exactly equal
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to the Shemoneh Esrei prayer, and a person can make the impression of the self-nullification of the

Shemoneh Esrei prayer fixed and planted [as] with nails, never to be moved, all day long, as he

studies Torah.
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This is “On the eighth day there shall be an atzeres for you”: that there be for you an atzeres, a

holding-in and absorbing of the level of water mentioned above, that it be absorbed and held within

you, so that you not expel it, G-d forbid
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(see the Omissions to the Zohar, vol. I, at the end of section 25, that this is the matter of “For the
earth shall be full of the knowledge of G-d as the waters cover the sea”; and see what is written on
this in the explanation on the verse “Know this day,” in Parshas Va’eschanan).
M1°2 N3 RITW S1PHWA 01°2 NN 7Y 1M INWRI2D NN 9N 0K 1D 919 OIR 0
X225
For a person can, after prayer, go back to being as before; and [the remedy] is through the level of
“on the eighth day,” which is the level of “Binah is the heart,”
o9y 111°33 R P°ny M2annw °e% 117m 9715 290 DNTIP3 PRIy D112 NI°M2 93 1OTY 110117
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that is, that there be in him the level of self-nullification in the depth of the point of the heart, as

mentioned above. This is because the revelation of Atik is in Binah, the world of delight.
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Therefore through this there comes to be an atzeres, a holding-in and absorbing, of the level of wa-
ter mentioned above, which is the level of “love in delights,” etc., like the parable of the son when

he is beside his father, etc., as mentioned above.
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This is [the meaning of] “And you shall draw water with joy from the wellsprings of salvation”: the

level of water mentioned above must be in the manner of a wellspring, as it is written, “Me they
have forsaken, the source of living waters,” etc.
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That is, by way of analogy, like a source that springs forth from beneath the ground: nothing is
seen and grasped but the outflow, whereas the source itself is “deep, deep; who can find it?” [See on
this in the Ra’aya Mehemna, at the end of Parshas Bo
(R”y 17077 131NKRY 270) 712 01 0% NPR 121y NI 17390 T 199 (27y 2nT)
(p- 43b). See further on the matter of “Me they have forsaken, the source of living waters” in the
Zohar (end of Parshas Va’eschanan, p. 266a)
o2 kTl 1721PT RNAW NWTP'? (XY 17977) 1’?’1 DY QW [t mwn 29021] P2 (790 wrpnay] 27PN
(R7y X7Y77) 2PY D [xanonn xoy12] 7Y 1AR 17290 °YY 1R [xin
and in Mikdash Melech and the Ramaz there; and in Parshas Vayelech (p. 286a), “to sanctify the
Name of the Holy One, blessed be He, with Amen.” And see on the matter of Amen in the Ra’aya
Mehemna, Parshas Ekev (p. 271a)
5”3 XNN?T RNIYNR2 DR 9% 927 [R”Y 27°7 RAP™ M2 TIY VY QW (ot nwn 297 10000 0E
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and in the commentary of the Ramaz there; and see further in the Zohar, Vayikra, p. 12a.] So too a
person, through an arousal from below, must dig into the depth of the wellspring, in that it springs

from the source “deep, deep” beneath the dust;

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/sukkos/ 20

13



LIKKUTEI TORAH - SUKKOS - MAAMAR 1 AYIWT °1°y1 11WWw1 0% QNIARW

TN 1IN0 POYA ROw 1Y Py O3 1°mn D39 98y W na2 (e S 11007
(2wy °5¥ 0°32°375 23 0 NRW 1NN 71770 WURY)
that is, that he be in the level of “and let my soul be like dust to all,” and also that he deepen the
study of his intellect in the study of Torah and its laws (and see what is written at the end of the dis-
course beginning “Listen, O heavens,” concerning “like showers upon the grass”),
M7 TunDY oIvhyn ovn ool Mpnn qwnl RDP19T ORI (x> mmon) YUMOM2 ROTY
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which is the level of supernal Chochmah, “the beginning of all,” drawn from the source of the su-
pernal living waters; and it descended and came down very far below, until they are in the level of
“beneath the dust,” physical matters, Zeraim, Moed, etc.; and from there they spring forth to be
“wellsprings of salvation.”
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This is [why it says| “wellsprings” — two, for they are two levels: the level of “and let my soul be like
dust to all,” and the level of the Torah, which is clothed in physical dust, as mentioned above.
Through this specifically it is called the level of “living waters,” for the waters that are on the face of

the earth are not called living waters, as is known.

W At [onn] 0N 59% 98Yy2 Wwall N3 1N 571 NI%°91 °2 PN Onw 98y 712 °2 171y 7IR°Y)

k) P3N5 a8y 1°2 R (R7y ¥y (ﬂ‘?W’ﬂ D 9mta

(The explanation of the matter of the two levels of dust that are the source of the two wellsprings

mentioned above: the level of “and let my soul be like dust to all” is what is written in the Zohar,
Parshas Vayishlach (p. 170a), “What is the difference between dust and powder?” etc.:
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“dust, from which all fruits come forth.” And see what is written on this in Parshas Vayishlach, at
the end of the discourse beginning “And a man wrestled with him,” and in the discourse beginning

“And Yehudah approached him,” concerning “in thought, the land came first,” etc.
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Therefore, through this, he can draw down the level of “a well of living waters,” which is the love in

the level of water, which is the level of self-nullification.
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The second level of dust is as written in the explanation on the verse “Who has counted the dust of
Yaakov,” which refers to the study of Torah, which is called “dust,” being something that is not
within the bounds of number — the level of “and before One, what do you count?” etc.;
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see there. And see what is written elsewhere on the matter of “Go forth from your land” concerning

Avram, which is the revelation of the drawing-down of supernal Chochmah from its source, etc.;

and see in Likkutei Torah there, and in Pardes, Erchei HaKinuyim, under the entry “Eretz” (land),

that the supernal land is Binah; and so he writes under the entry “Afar” (dust).
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So too he writes in Me’orei Or, under the entry “Afar,” that this is the matter of “dust of gold”; and
this is “all came from the dust,” even the sphere of the sun, as mentioned in the Rabbah on
Koheles. See on this also in the Zohar (Parshas Tzav, p. 34b)
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and see what is written at the end of the discourse beginning “And Yaakov dwelt in the land of his

father’s sojournings,” and what is written in the explanation on the verse “Those who come, He will

cause to take root,” concerning “a desirable land,” etc.
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It is called the level of dust in the manner of “He made darkness His hiding place”; for even Keser,
the source of supernal Chochmah, is drawn from the lowest level of the Emanator, the Malchus of
Ein Sof, etc.
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And of this it is said, concerning the study of Torah, “Who has counted the dust of Yaakov,” etc.
This is the matter of the two levels of Chochmah, “Chochmah at the beginning and Chochmah at

the end,” which are drawn from the two levels of dust mentioned above.
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This is what is said: “And let my soul be like dust to all; open my heart to Your Torah” — the one de-
pends on the other, for “their end is embedded in their beginning.”
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In the Zohar, at the end of Parshas Balak: “‘From the wellsprings of salvation’ — these are Abba and
Imma.” That is, the two wellsprings mentioned above are the levels of mayin nukvin and mayin
duchrin (feminine and masculine waters), and their root is from the two Yesods of Abba and Imma,

and they receive from two mazalos, “Notzer” and “Venakeh.” See in M.Ch., p. 21a-b.
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“And you shall draw water with joy from the wellsprings of
salvation”
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“And you shall draw water with joy from the wellsprings of salvation” (in Isaiah 12). Now, through-
out the whole year there was the libation of wine upon the altar, and this is stated explicitly in the
Written Torah in a number of places.
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And on the festival of Sukkos there was, in addition, also the libation of water upon the altar, all
seven days of the festival. And this is a law [given] to Moses at Sinai (Sukkah 34a; Zevachim 110b),
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which is not stated explicitly in the Written Torah; only, the Rabbis supported it on a verse. And the
drawing of the water was [done] with great joy, on account of [the verse] “And you shall draw water
with joy,” etc., as explained in Tractate Sukkah, at the end of chapter 4 and the beginning of chap-
ter 5.
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And the reason must be understood: why is it not stated explicitly in the Written Torah, etc.? (And
see on this in the Zohar, at the end of Part I, in the Hashmatos, folio 11b and folio 12a and b.)
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Now, first the matter of the wine libation must be explained. For of wine it is written (Judges 9),

“Shall I leave my wine, which gladdens G-d and men?” It being known that Binah (understanding),

“the mother of the children,” is joy, as it is written, “The mother of the children is joyful.”
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For joy is the revealing of what is hidden; therefore it is drawn specifically from the level of Binah.
That is, when one understands and grasps the hidden things of Chochmah (wisdom), so that it is
drawn into revelation, into actual understanding and comprehension, so that he grasps it well,
then there will be joy.
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Whereas when he does not yet grasp the matter well in comprehension, but it is still hidden in the
power of his Chochmah and is not truly revealed to him, he will receive no delight or joy at all.
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However, Binah is called Gan Eden, “the hidden world” (alma d’iskasya), as is written in the Zohar,
Part I, Vayeitzei (153b, 154, and in other places).
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And this was the service of the Levites, as it is written, “And the Levite, he shall perform the
service”: that they draw down the level of “he” (hu), that is, the hidden world—“‘He’: this is Atika,”
which is enclothed in Binah—from concealment into revelation. That is, through the song that they

would sing over the wine, which is the level of Binah.
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And this is the meaning of “wine that gladdens G-d and men”: that it brings G-dliness into revela-
tion for men; that is, through Binah, when one understands and grasps the greatness of G-d, his

soul will be set aflame for G-d.
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And this is also the quality of physical wine, which likewise causes joy and the revealing of what is
hidden: “Wine enters,” etc. (And see further on the matter of “And the Levite, he shall perform the
service” in the maamar beginning “Then Moses and the children of Israel sang,” and on the matter

of “He” in the maamar beginning “Lech Lecha,” regarding “He made us.”)
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However, the difference between the wine libation of the whole year and the level of “festivals for

joy,” and especially Sukkos, “the season of our joy,” when there was also the wine libation, is
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as, by way of analogy, a person who is stirred and gladdened by something: even so, the joy and the
stirring can be hidden within him from others, so that his inside is “inlaid” with gladness and joy,

and it is not revealed to every eye.
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But when he is stirred and gladdened very greatly by something, then his joy is seen by every eye,
and he sings and dances with his feet and claps with his hand, for it cannot stay hidden, because of

the sheer greatness of the joy.
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So [too] all year long: even though one is stirred by the G-dliness of the Infinite One (Ein Sof),
blessed be He, who fills all worlds and encompasses all worlds (memalei kol almin and sovev kol
almin), nevertheless it is hidden within him, for the light of joy is concealed in the vessel, and the

vessel limits it.
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But on the festival of Sukkos his joy is seen by every eye, for the light breaks through the vessel, be-
cause of the sheer greatness of the light of joy and the abundant revealing of what is hidden.
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(And see what is written in the maamar beginning “Havayah is for me among my helpers,” and

what is written at the beginning of Parshas Shelach, in the maamar beginning “The matter of the

spies,” on the explanation of “flowing with milk and honey”: that because of the added light and

revelation, the vessels will not be able to conceal, etc.)
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And this joy is “the great noise”: just as one sings and dances when gladdened by something physi-
cal, so, and even more than that, is the singing and dancing in spirituality, in songs and praises be-
fore G-d, as it is written, “And the Ofanim, with a great noise.”
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This is the matter of the wine libation of the whole year; and on Sukkos too they would also pour a
libation of wine. And the water libation was on the festival of Sukkos alone: they would pour wine
into this bowl and water into that bowl—*“the western one of water,” etc.
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And the wine libation is the level of Binah, and the water libation is the level of Chochmah, and it is

far higher and loftier than the wine libation.
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The explanation is that this is the level of Kohanim and Levites, as is written in the Zohar (Part III,
39a): “Wine comes from the side of the Levites,” etc., “and the side of the Kohen [is] from clear,

shining water.”
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For the nature of water is to descend from a high place to a low place, and this is the level of the
Kohen: the flow descends to the High Priest and from there to all the Kohanim, as our Sages said,
“The High Priest takes a portion first”; by the measure of a head, he bestows. And wine is the level
of the Levites,
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which is ascent from a low place to a very high place; and it is also “to raise the voice,” with noise
and song, which is the level of revelation, as our Sages said, “All that wear a shir (a chain) may go
out with a shir.”
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Whereas water is in silence, like the level of the Kohanim, “whose service is in silence,” etc. And
just as the level of the Kohanim is higher than the level of the Levites, as it is written, “And they
shall be joined to you and serve you,” so the water libation is far higher and loftier than the wine

libation
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(and especially since it was living water, whose level is known to be very high and lofty, in the level
of Chochmabh, as is written elsewhere regarding the living water of the sanctification of the waters

of purification, etc.; and also as is written in the discourse “And you shall tell your son,”
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on the difference between Yom Tov and Shabbos: that this too is the intellect of Imma and the intel-
lect of Abba (mochin d’Imma and mochin d’Abba). And elsewhere it is explained that this is also
the difference between blessing and holiness. Also, that is why of the Kohanim it is said, “And you
shall sanctify him,” while of the Levites it is written, “to purify them,” as is written elsewhere, in
the maamar beginning “A Shabbos of complete rest” and on [the verse] “And I will make ... of
kadkod”).
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2. Now, the matter of the Written Torah and the Oral Torah is known: the Written Torah is only the

level of letters and their combinations, as our Sages said, “The whole Torah is the Names of the

Holy One, blessed be He.”
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Therefore all its letters are counted, so that one may neither add nor subtract, and every letter
must be in its [proper] form and shape, and [letters] touching disqualifies. Now, the letters are in
the level of Binah (understanding), as is written elsewhere on [the verse| “And you shall engrave

upon it the engravings of a signet”; and see the Ramaz at the beginning of Parshas Vayikra.
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As is seen by experience: when an idea comes to the point of understanding and comprehension,
the level of letters in thought becomes revealed in it. But in the level of Chochmah (wisdom), which
is above comprehended intellect, there is not yet the level of letters.
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And this is the matter of the letters of the Torah: that the Written Torah is in the level of Binah, and
Binah is called a Torah scroll, as is written in the Zohar (Vayakhel, folio 210).
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That is, the level of the letters of thought. And although “the Torah comes forth from Chochmah,”
[that is,] in relation to the Emanator it is the level of Chochmah, but in relation to the created be-
ings it is the level of Binah. (Therefore [there are] fifty days from the Exodus from Egypt until the
Giving of
N”Y 27HpPT MXN 12 °Y¥1 7910 1720°1 10 YW %W 01°21 13°2 YW DWW 711D 19N
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the Torah, corresponding to the fifty gates of Binah, and on the fiftieth day, the fiftieth gate, the

Torah was given; and see the Zohar, Tetzaveh, 183a.) And the Oral Torah is the level of Chochmah,

and there the letters are not so much the main thing,
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but rather the idea and the intellection are the main thing, revealed within the letters. Therefore
one is not so exacting with its letters, for in the Oral Torah the main thing is the wisdom and the

intellection,
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as they say in the Gemara, “What is the reason of Rabbi Meir?” etc., which is the level of reasons
(te’amim), and that is the level of Chochmabh, as is known.
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(And although below, the Written Torah is the level of Z’eir Anpin and the Oral Torah is the level of
Malchus, on the contrary, in truth, “With Chochmah He founded the earth,” which is Malchus, the
Oral Torah; and “He established the heavens,” Z’eir Anpin, the Written Torah, is “with understand-
ing” (tevunah). And see what is written on [the verse] “The heavens are My throne and the earth is

My footstool,” etc.)
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And with this the matter mentioned above will be understood: that the wine libation is written in

the Torah, while the water libation is not written in the Torah but is only a law [given] to Moses at

Sinai.
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That is, because wine is the level of Binah, the Written Torah; and this is the meaning of “the wine

of the Torah,” as [explained] below. Therefore it can be written in the Written Torah.
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Whereas the water libation, which is the level of Chochmah, cannot be written in the Written Torah,
to spread out in the form of written letters. And this is the level of the intellect of Abba and the intel-

lect of Imma (mochin d’Abba and mochin d’Imma).
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(And according to what is written in Etz Chaim, Sha’ar 26, end of chapter 1, it is understood that as
Atzilus is above Beriah, so Chochmah is above Binah within Atzilus itself; that is, Binah is Beriah of
Atzilus, whereas Chochmah, and in particular the level of Chochmabh that is called “living water,” is
the level of Atzilus of Atzilus.
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That is, the level of Binah is called Mi (“Who?”), which stands to be asked about; for though it is a
level of concealment, it is the concealment of revelation. As in the matter of what is written, “He
forms light and creates darkness”: Yetzirah (formation) is revelation, and Beriah (creation) is con-
cealment; that is, the concealment that pertains to revelation, [to] thought and speech. Whereas the
level of Chochmah, which is Atzilus—
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in relation to Atzilus, Beriah and Yetzirah are equal, and “darkness is as light,” as is written else-

where. That is, because the level of Atzilus is above the order of the chain of descent (hishtalshelus)

of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah.
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Therefore the concealment and the revelation within the order of hishtalshelus, which are the lev-
els of Beriah and Yetzirah, are both truly equal in relation to Atzilus. And so, through the water li-
bation on the festival, one draws down the revealing of the concealment that is above the order of
hishtalshelus, that is, the level of Chochmah, which is Atzilus, the level of mochin d’Abba.
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Therefore it is far higher and loftier than the wine libation, mochin d’Imma, which is the revealing
of the concealment within the order of hishtalshelus. And see what is written in the maamar begin-
ning “The Song of Songs,” on the explanation of “For your love is better than wine.” And this is like

the splitting of the Sea of Reeds:
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for sea and dry land are the concealment and revelation of the order of hishtalshelus, the hidden

world and the revealed world (alma d’iskasya and alma d’isgalya). But through “the east wind” (ru-

ach kadim), the Primordial One (Kadmono) of the world, who is above the order of the hishtal-

shelus of the worlds, then “He turned the sea into dry land,” for there both are equal, and “dark-

ness is as light,” as [explained] above.)
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And with this will be understood what our Sages said on [the verse] “For your love is better than
wine”: “The words of the Scribes (soferim) are more pleasing to Me than the wine of the Torah.”

And it must be explained: what are “Scribes,” and what is “the wine of the Torah”?
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The explanation is that it is explained in Sefer Yetzirah: “With three things the Holy One, blessed be
He, created His world: with sofer, sefer and sippur” (scribe, book and telling). Sofer is the level of

Chochmah, which bestows upon sefer, which is Binah, the level of thought.
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And sippur is the level of speech, which receives from sefer, which is Binah (understanding), for
without thought it is impossible to speak. And this is [why] with these three things the Holy One,
blessed be He, created His world:
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for the coming into being of the worlds is from the level of “the word of G-d,” which is the level of
sippur; and speech receives from thought, which is called sefer, which is drawn from the level of
Chochmah (wisdom), “Where is the sofer?” And this is “Bereishis bara” (“In the beginning He cre-
ated”): that is, through [the flow] being drawn from Chochmah to the level of thought, and from
thought to speech.
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And this is “The words of the Scribes (soferim) are more pleasing to Me”: the level of sofer, which is
Chochmah (wisdom), and there is the root of the Oral Torah and of the water libation, “more than
the wine of the Torah,” which is the level of the Written Torah, called sefer,
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which is the level of Binah (understanding) and the wine libation. For the level of Chochmah, which
is the level of sofer, is far higher and loftier than the level of Binah, which is the level of sefer. (And
see what is written in the maamar beginning “Where is the sofer?” and on [the verse] “I am black,”

etc., on the matter of sofer and the words of the Scribes, etc.)
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However, although Chochmah is above the level of Binah, nevertheless Chochmah and Binah are

“two companions that never part,” and if so, they must always be joined below; and through an
arousal from below [comes] an arousal from above.
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And this is “And you shall draw water with joy (sasson)”: water is the level of Chochmah; “you shall
draw” it “with joy,” which is the level of Binah. And through this the levels of Chochmah and Binah

will be joined, to be “two companions that never part.”

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/sukkos/ 34



LIKKUTEI TORAH - SUKKOS - MAAMAR 2 (:1”’ ﬂ’yW’j) AYIweT 21°ynn TIWW: 0°7 QNaRw

13’2 973 0TRI 0N% N NTI2Y2 DAY PR AT 1PIYN 10 1011 92IR KT 7773 KU wUn YY)
07y 13 727 °R 9122 0Pp NP RPRY 0995713 7TIPA P02 1000 TN [nem meant) 30T

(And see what is written elsewhere, in the maamar beginning “See, I set before you,” etc., on this
matter: how also in the service of G-d below, in man, the two levels of Chochmah and Binah must
always be together, the level of “a point in its palace,” and it is impossible to have endurance with

one level alone, etc.; see there.
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And see what is written in the maamar beginning “Know this day,” regarding “Peace, peace, to the
far and to the near.”) And for this [reason] the men of deeds would sing and dance at the time of the

water libation.
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(Also, that is why they would pour the water at the time of the wine libation, as is written in the
Rambam, end of Hilchos Temidin uMusafin. And this is also the matter mentioned in the Zohar)
(Parshas Balak, 189a, bottom) on [the verse] “And he brought him wine”: that he cast water into

that wine.
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3. And in order to understand the matter of “from the wellsprings of salvation,” one must first [ex-
plain] the verse “I will raise the cup of salvations.” For King David, peace be upon him, said this
about his attribute, which is the level of Malchus (sovereignty) of Atzilus (Emanation), which is
called “the cup of salvations.”
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As is written in the Zohar (Vayechi, 250a): “For into this cup blessings are drawn from those salva-

tions above, and it takes them and gathers them to itself,” etc.
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Just as speech, by way of analogy, is the vessel into which the powers of the soul, intellect and emo-

tive attributes, etc., are drawn and enclothed, so Malchus is the vessel into which the flow from all

the ten Sefiros is drawn, etc.
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And this is what Hillel said at the rejoicing of the Beis HaShoevah: “If I am here, all is here,” as the
Zohar explains (in the Hashmatos belonging to Part I, folio 12a): “If the Shechinah, which is called
‘I,” dwells here, all is here,” etc.; see there.
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And “salvations” is explained in the Zohar (Terumah, 169a): “What are ‘salvations’? This is the

bR

right, as it is written, ‘His right hand saved for Him,’” etc.
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And in Parshas Bereishis (folio 1) it explains that they are the “five strong leaves that surround the

rose,” which are the five Gevuros; and the point is that they are the five Gevuros sweetened by the

five Chasadim, etc., as explained in the Zohar HaRakia at the beginning of Bereishis, there.
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And the matter of the salvation is that Malchus of Atzilus descends to give life to Beriah, Yetzirah
and Asiyah, as it is written, “Her feet go down to death”; therefore it needs the level of “salvations”
to save it, so that there be no nurture of the external forces.
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And about this David said, “I will raise the cup of salvations”: that the level of the cup be raised, to
lift it up into Atzilus, where “evil shall not dwell with You.” (And see the Ramaz at the beginning of
Bereishis, who explains that the raising of the cup is to draw down to the level of Malchus from the
five Gevuros of Atik Yomin, etc.)
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And this is the meaning of “from the wellsprings of salvation”: it is the wellspring from which the
salvations are drawn to the cup of blessing, etc., in the manner of what is written elsewhere on the
explanation of “Let us bless” (nevarech) in the blessing of the zimmun, which is as is written in the
Raaya Mehemna, Parshas Bo
Wy Mpnnn ¥2110 1°ynn ] rded AW 1713°92°°12 RO 17°807 1°921 PR 1°a¥2 (2 27k7)
(42b), on the matter of source, wellspring and excavation; and this is the level of a pool (berechah),
to which the wellspring that flows from the source is drawn; see there.
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And this is “Let us bless” (nevarech): to draw down this level of a pool, to draw from it to the cup of
blessing, which receives from the level of the pool mentioned above.
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And this is the meaning of “the wellsprings of salvation” (and that is the level of the Yesodos of
Abba and Imma. And as is written in the Zohar) (end of Parshas Balak, 212b, bottom): “‘From the
wellsprings of salvation’: these are Abba and Imma,” etc.,
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“and all of it is from the deep flowing springs,” etc. And see what is written in the explanation on
[the verse] “There are sixty queens,” on the matter of what is written of the Time to Come, “And a
wellspring shall come forth from the House of G-d and shall water,” etc.
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For now, when the flow is drawn from the level of “And a river goes forth from Eden,” which is the

level of Binah, then in the descent below it is said, “and from there it separates,” so that it becomes

the level of a “something” (yesh) and a separate thing.
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But when there will be the revelation of the level of a wellspring, which is the level of “And wisdom
(Chochmah), from nothingness (ayin) it is found,” then it will “water” even the level of “the Valley

of Shittim,” etc.: that below too there will be the revelation of self-nullification (bittul), etc.
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And from this too will be understood, with added explanation, the matter of the superiority of the
water libation: that it is from the level of a wellspring, the level of Chochmah, which is far higher
and loftier than the wine libation, which is from the level of Binah, the level of “And a river goes
forth,” etc. (And see the Zohar, Part III, 39a, mentioned above.)
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And one may also say that “the deep flowing springs” are the two mazalos, “He preserves” (notzer)
and “He cleanses” (venakeh), from which Abba and Imma receive. And according to the Ramaz’s
explanation of “I will raise the cup of salvations,” that the salvations are drawn from the Yesod of
Atik Yomin, which is enclothed in Arich Anpin, if so, the wellsprings of salvation are Atik Yomin

and Arich Anpin, etc.
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It is further explained there in the Zohar, Balak, that the wellsprings of salvation are Netzach (vic-
tory) and Hod (splendor); and in the Pardes he raised a question on this: how does [the name]
“wellsprings of salvation” pertain to Netzach and Hod? But according to what is written elsewhere

on the matter of “And the Netzach: this is Jerusalem,” this will be understood, etc.
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Now, according to what was explained above about the water libation, that it was not given to be
written in the Written Torah because it is from the level of sofer, which is above the level of sefer,
as [explained] above,
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in this way one will further understand the matter of the hakafos on Shemini Atzeres, which were
not written even in the Oral Torah and are only a custom. For
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they are the encompassing lights (makifim) of Abba, and therefore they were not given to be written
even in the Oral Torah, which is the level of the inner light of Chochmah (wisdom), etc.
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And something close to this is explained elsewhere, on the matter of the evening prayer being op-
tional: this is because this drawing-down is from a very high place, so high that the arousal from
below does not reach there so much; therefore it is optional, not truly obligatory, for the reason
mentioned above. See the Zohar, Part I, 133a.
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And one may further say, on the matter of “And you shall draw water with joy,” that there was great
joy at the drawing of the water: this is understood from what is written elsewhere on [the verse] “On
the eighth day, Atzeres,” that the level of Chochmah shines in a state of distance, as it is written, “I

said, ‘Iwill become wise,’ but it is far from me.”
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And this is also the meaning of “And his sister stood from afar,” and it is written, “Say to
Chochmabh, ‘You are my sister.”” And see the Mikdash Melech, Parshas Toldos (142a), on the expla-

nation of “From afar G-d appeared to me.”
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But from the level of Binah (understanding) it is drawn in a state of closeness; and this is “As a man
whom his mother comforts,” etc. Therefore specifically “the mother of the children” is “joyful,” for

joy is the level of revelation, which is drawn specifically from the level of Binah.
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And this is the meaning of “wine that gladdens,” etc. But on the festival of Sukkos the souls of

Israel have the power to draw down the level of Chochmah (wisdom), so that Chochmah too will

shine in a state of closeness and revelation, exactly like Binah (understanding).
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And about this it is said, “A wise son gladdens a father”: specifically “a wise son.” And see on this in
the maamar beginning “On the eighth day, Atzeres.” And this is the matter of the joy of the Beis
HaShoevah: that the level of “living water,” supernal Chochmah (Chochmah Ila’ah), is drawn in a
state of revelation and closeness, in the manner of “the mother of the children is joyful,” for joy is

revelation.
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That is, that then the intellect of Abba (mochin d’Abba) is drawn down and revealed as much as the
revelation of the intellect of Imma (mochin d’Imma), etc. And this power comes through the teshu-

vah of Yom Kippur, “before Havayah you shall be purified,” etc.; see there.
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That is, through teshuvah one arouses the level of Keser (the Crown), which is above Chochmabh;
and then, through the revelation of Keser in Chochmah, it is drawn down that Chochmah be in a

state of revelation.
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And see what is written on [the verse] “I have gathered my myrrh.” And this is, by way of analogy,

[like] a wise man: when very many new ideas occur to him, he is compelled to reveal a little of his
wisdom,
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because he cannot bear the abundance of light. And it is like the matter of what is written elsewhere

on [the verse] “Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,” etc. And see what is written else-

where on [the verse| “I will exalt You, G-d,
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for You have drawn me up,” etc.; this matter is explained there. And see what is written in Parshas
Shemos, at the end of the maamar beginning “Who gave man a mouth?” And this is the matter of
“And Your pious ones shall sing for joy” in the Zohar, at the beginning of Parshas Vayeitzei (148b).
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Also, just as teshuvah is the level of “to the far one who has become near,” so through this there is
drawn from above that what is the level of “I said, ‘I will become wise,’ but it is far from me” will
shine in a state of true closeness. And see what is written in the explanation on [the verse] “And I

pleaded,” etc.
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And one may further say: it is explained in the maamar beginning “And you shall tell your son”

that on Yom Tov joy is mentioned, because it is the intellect of Imma (mochin d’Imma), the level of

comprehension;

0°n °na Iy PI°a RYD e 97w RD mAwann aoynbw an RITY RIRT 1°mn nawa 5aR
SIRW TP KD [nxbey meonT) YPIT 109008

but on Shabbos, [which is] the intellect of Abba (mochin d’Abba), which is what is above compre-

hension, joy does not apply, only self-nullification (bittul). And in the same way, [with] the level of

the “clear water” of supernal Chochmah (Chochmah Ila’ah), joy does not apply.
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But through the “Shabbos of complete rest” of Yom Kippur, which is a level above Shabbos and
above supernal Chochmah, therefore it is drawn down on Sukkos that Chochmah shine in close-

ness, in the level of comprehension; and therefore there was joy at the water libation.
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And it is a joy that is in the level of self-nullification (bittul), in the manner of what is written at the

end of the maamar beginning “And it came to pass, when Pharaoh sent,” regarding “And [G-d] did

not lead them,” etc., on the matter of the land of Canaan.
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And therefore this is “the wellsprings of salvation”: that there be no nurture of the external forces,

for Chochmah (wisdom) repels them, and so [does] the joy that is in the level of bittul, etc.
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To understand what is written, “On the eighth day there
shall be an atzeres for you”
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To understand what is written, “On the eighth day there shall be an atzeres (assembly) for you,”

while of the seventh day of Pesach it is written, “an atzeres to Havayah your G-d.” Now, it is written,

“You shall love Havayah your G-d with all your heart (levavcha), with all your soul and with all your

might (me’odecha).”
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And on the meaning of “with all your heart (levavcha),” our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “with
both your inclinations, with the good inclination and with the evil inclination.” That is: all the force
and intensity of the flame, the sparks of burning fire, from every kind of evil inclination in this

world, the whole flame shall be turned over into love of G-d.
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As itwill be in the time to come, as it is written, “For then I will turn to the nations a pure language,

that they may all call upon the Name of G-d, to serve Him with one shoulder (shechem echad).”
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That is: even all the nations, the idol-worshippers, who are the roots of the physical lusts, He will
turn to them a pure language, that they may all call, etc. And this is the matter of “darkness being
turned into light” (is’hapcha chashocha linehora); and [so] “to serve Him with one shoulder.”
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The meaning of shechem (shoulder) is the level of the back, “behind the shoulders” (basar kasfin);

that is, like the matter of what is written, “and You turned their heart backward.” It will be turned

over to be at the level of “one.”
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(And this is also the matter of “And I have given you one shechem above your brothers”: that the
refinement (birur) of Yosef, to be from the level of shechem, the level of “one,” is at a level higher
than the refinement of the tribes; as is explained at the end of the discourse beginning
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“And behold, we were binding sheaves”; and see below on the matter of “with all your might.”) And
this is the meaning of ve’ahavta (“you shall love”), which is a term of command
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and also a term of the future, saying that in the time to come, “in the end you will love” G-d with all
your heart; for “none that is banished will be banished from Him.”
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“And with all your soul” is the level of a love greater than this, which cannot be grasped in the heart

of man, because in physicality there is nothing like it or comparable to it at all; [it is] only for G-d
alone.
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And it is the love of the G-dly soul (nefesh ha’Elokis) alone, as it is written, “My soul, I have desired
You.” And this love flames and blazes in the souls of the tzaddikim, for “they are the Sanctuary of
G-d” and “the vessels of the House of G-d.”
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“And with all your might (me’odecha)” is the level of a love that surpasses them all, which is the
level of “great love” (ahavah rabbah) in the extreme (bim’od), which cannot be grasped even in the
souls of the tzaddikim; “its ways are high,” exceedingly high, higher and higher than the level of
created beings: it is to cleave to Him, may He be blessed, truly, to the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed
be He.
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Now, it is written, “Great is G-d and exceedingly (me’od) praised, and His greatness is
unsearchable.” So too the love drawn from this is at the level of me’od, without measure or limit;
and the soul cannot attain it, since the soul is at the level of a created being, at the level of a vessel

and a limit.
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But those who merit this great love are the baalei teshuvah (those who return), in the manner of the
saying of our Sages, of blessed memory: “In the place where baalei teshuvah stand, perfect tzad-

dikim cannot stand.”
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The matter is as it is written, “as the advantage of light over darkness.” The meaning is that there is
an advantage and superiority to light when it comes from darkness specifically.
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That is: when a person takes to heart all his deeds, words and thoughts which were not for G-d, in
all the days of his vain life, which are actual darkness and the hiding of His face, may He be

blessed; and nevertheless this is what he desired and craved, etc.
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How much more so, and by an argument from the lesser to the greater, is there an advantage and

superiority to the light of G-d; so that because of this the love will increase and grow exceedingly

(bim’od), with greater intensity
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and higher without end, to bring his soul out of its prison, to pour itself out into the bosom of its
Father, the Infinite One, blessed be He, truly, and to cleave to Him truly (and see what is explained
on this in the discourse beginning “His left hand is under my head,” in Parshas Ki Sisa).
5731 1737 720K 025 $0I0% 827 19Y° 00 121WN 0P NSO 1wy NN 123990
And this is the matter of “deliberate sins become like merits” through teshuvah: for he will rise and
come to reach the level of great love mentioned above.
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Therefore even perfect tzaddikim (tzaddikim gemurim) cannot stand [there], because they are at
the level of gemurim (“completed”), from the expression “a vessel whose making has been com-
pleted”; and they are still at the level of a vessel.

Y1931 71971 7AW NP 0T DTIR P 2192 M7 POW 27 TRMA (79725 0nar 1 man] 27 10 T
5737 IR 119090 2RI IR 1P9Y PROW 2792 71101 1M

For this reason our Sages, of blessed memory, cautioned with [the word] me’od (“very”): “Be hum-
ble of spirit before every person,” so as to be broken, crushed and subdued, with a lowly spirit, so

that the light of love may shine upon him, as “the advantage of light” mentioned above.
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And this is what our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “One hour of teshuvah and good deeds in this
world is finer than all the life of the World to Come”; and they said that one should be in teshuvah
all his days.
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For the World to Come is nothing but a radiance and illumination from Him, may He be blessed, as
our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “The tzaddikim sit and enjoy the radiance of the Shechinah”;

and they said, “With the yud the World to Come was created,” as mentioned above.
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And the meaning of “with the yud” is: with the illumination that is drawn forth and spreads out
from the level of the yud. For the yud itself is the level of the letters of His great Name, and He and

His Name are one.
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As it is written, “For His Name alone is exalted; only His glory (hodo) is upon earth and heaven”;
and “His glory” is a radiance and illumination from His Name, which alone is exalted.
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And Israel are “the people near to Him,” to His very being and essence, as it were, truly, through
teshuvah out of the great love mentioned above, to cleave to Him truly, to the Infinite One, blessed

be He, alone.
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Now, this matter of teshuvah out of love is the matter of the level of the Exodus from Egypt (yetzias
Mitzrayim). And the meaning of yetzias Mitzrayim is to go out of the straits (meitzarim) and limits
that limit the love; that is, to go out of the level of a tzaddik into the level of a baal teshuvah men-

tioned above.
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But in each and every person too, according to his level, there is a level of the Exodus from Egypt;

even among the common people, in the plain sense: to clear himself of his business and his affairs

in the matters of the world. And especially businesspeople need to set times to clear their minds of

their business, according to the free time they have.
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And so there is an Exodus from Egypt in [every]| degree, one level after another, up to the highest of
levels, until he reaches the level of great love mentioned above (and see what is explained on this in

the explanation on the verse “I, etc., who brought you out of the land of Egypt, etc.”):
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2. And this is the matter of the seven days of Pesach, the days of the Exodus from Egypt: it is the
time of the arousal of the level of great love mentioned above, from below upward, etc.
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But on the seventh day, which is the level of great love in revelation, [it is] “an atzeres to Havayah

your G-d.” And the meaning is like the matter of “If your heart runs, return to the One.”
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As it is written, “My flesh and my heart pine away (kalah); the rock (tzur) of my heart...” The mean-
ing is: at first, “my flesh and my heart pine away,” in an actual expiry of the soul (kelos hanefesh).
And afterwards, “the rock of my heart”: tzur is a term of strength, as it is written, “The Rock

(haTzur), His work is perfect.”
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That is: that he strengthen himself in His stronghold, to be [in the manner of| “against your will you

live,” etc., so that there may be for Him, may He be blessed, a dwelling place among the lower

realms. And one needs to make a Sanctuary and a place for His dwelling, through occupation with

the Torah and the mitzvos, so that Havayah be at the level of “your G-d” (Elokecha)
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that is, that He rest and be vested in the lower realms. (And see what is explained in the discourse
beginning “When you go out,” regarding “and Havayah your G-d will deliver him into your hand”:

“Havayah” is Torah and “your G-d” is mitzvos; see there.

qWn1 NIPIDW 117017 JPPOR I 2AR [Amin 1nna] NPA WUR 9D DRI IR 90 1772 9OYR v
7Y %19 MR 77N 7Y RN9O1 RO2N [(xnnb7 xnynxa) N72TYNRI 90IK *Man 0 N2

And see what is explained above in the discourse beginning “For this commandment,” on the
meaning of what was said at the Giving of the Torah, “I (Anochi) am Havayah your G-d”: that is, for
the level of Havayah to be drawn forth from the level of Anochi, the matter depends on an arousal
from below, through the Torah and the mitzvos, etc.; see there.
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And see what is explained in the discourse beginning “You are standing,” on the meaning of “For
Havayah your G-d is a consuming fire”: it means [that He is] like the nature of fire, which, by way of
analogy, withdraws upward and does not descend and spread out, etc.,
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and therefore He is called “G-d Most High” (Kel Elyon), etc.; see there. But through an arousal
from below, in “running and returning” (ratzo vashov), we draw down [so] that there be “I have

called You, Havayah.”
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In the same way one will understand here too the meaning of “an atzeres to Havayah your G-d”: it
is the matter of the drawing down from the Infinite One, blessed be He, “Anochi, the One who is I,”
so that it be drawn down to become “Havayah your G-d”; that is, that He be vested in Torah and

mitzvos, etc.
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“The Holy One, blessed be He, sits and occupies Himself with Torah,” etc.; and see what is ex-
plained on this in the discourse beginning “The Song of Songs.”) And as our Sages, of blessed
memory, said: “Do not read ‘your children’ (banayich) but ‘your builders’ (bonayich)”; for Torah
scholars are called builders, since they are occupied with the building of the world.
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For the Holy One, blessed be He, has in His world only the four cubits of halachah alone; and it is
written, “If not for My covenant by day and by night, I would not have set the laws of heaven and

earth.”
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And so too with the mitzvos, and especially the mitzvah of tzedakah, as it is written, “The world is
built by kindness (chesed),” and it is written, “The earth is full of the kindness of G-d.”
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And this is the level of the atzeres of the seven days of Pesach: to hold back and restrain the spirit
and the soul so that they do not leave their sheath and become nullified from their existence in this

great love,
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but only to be “like a fire held back (atzur)” in his heart, in the mode of “running and returning.”
And see what is explained on the subject of “running and returning” in the discourse beginning
“And all the people saw the voices,” and in the discourse beginning “In the section of the libations

it is written”:
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But the level of the atzeres of the festival of Sukkos is the matter of what is written, “My tongue shall
respond (ta’an) with Your word, for all Your commandments are righteousness (tzedek).” It is that
through the Ten Days of Teshuvah Israel merits the level of teshuvah out of love mentioned above,
and deliberate sins become for him like merits.
13°9%1 P33 NI % 952 DOANIYNA TN TIRM 7137 AR 973 v ahyndn qwnl 197
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Therefore there is also drawn from above to below a very great love, “love in delights,” throughout
all the days of Sukkos, at the level of “and His right hand embraces me,” which is
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like, for example, one who embraces his friend: he does not let him turn away from him. So too, as
it were, they are raised in this love to cleave to Him truly, so as not to be separated from Him, G-d
forbid.
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And this is [the meaning of| “For His kindness has prevailed (gavar) over us.” The meaning is that
the kindness of G-d is mightier and stronger than we are, and does not let us turn aside
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to another side, G-d forbid. And this love too is without measure or limit, to the point of an actual
expiry of the soul, as it is written, “My soul pines (kalsah).” (And it must be said that this level is

higher than great love;
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and this will be understood from what is explained in the explanation on the verse “His eyes are
reddish (chachlili einayim),” on the matter of “love in delights,” that it is above the level of great
love, etc.) Now, it is written, “Righteousness (tzedek) shall walk before Him, and He will set [it] on

the way of His steps.”
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The meaning is: tzedek, the attribute of the Congregation of Israel (Knesses Yisrael), “shall walk
before Him”: through the level of “and His right hand embraces me” mentioned above, it is raised
in a great elevation to be truly “before G-d” (and see what is explained at the end of the discourse
beginning “And the king extended to Esther,” on the meaning of “and she stood before him,” and
in the discourse beginning “He will revive us after two days,” on the meaning of “and we shall live

before Him”). And then “and He will set on the way of His steps”
TINNT YW DOPYIR PRV 18° 1R WURIY IWYR 710 N3 TV 0RD T9YRDHn 1NIPYR Nown 117971
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is the drawing down of His G-dliness from above to below, down to the level of “the end of action,”
as it is written, “How beautiful are your steps in sandals”: that through the Torah, which is called “a
way,” the revelation will be drawn down below. (And see what is explained in the discourse begin-
ning “I will sing to Havayah,” on the meaning of “and they shall keep the way of Havayah,” etc.;
and see in the Zohar, Shelach (p. 161b):
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“Come and see, etc., in the way of pleasantness, etc.”; and in Parshas Mikeitz (p. 197b), on “Her
ways are ways of pleasantness.” And see what is explained in the discourse beginning “And I will

make your windows of rubies (kadkod),” on the matter of “and all your borders,” etc.
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And see in the Zohar, in the Idra Zuta (p. 290a), on “Elokim understands her way,” and what the

Arizal wrote on this in the commentary on Sifra DiTzeniusa, ch. 4 (p. 118b, at the end): that “her

way” means the mazal of Arich Anpin and the thirty-two paths, etc.
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And see further in the Zohar, Parshas Beshalach (p. 57b, at the end); and see what is explained in

the discourse beginning “For the mountains shall depart,” on the meaning of “G-d is righteous in

all His ways,” and what is written in the Siddur on this.
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And see in Iggeres HaKodesh, section 4, what is written: “And this is [the meaning of] ‘Right-
eousness shall walk before Him,’ etc.: that one draws the inner dimension of the heart to G-d; and
afterwards ‘He will set on the way of His steps,’ as it is written, ‘and you shall walk in His ways,’ etc.,
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in the performance of all the mitzvos, and the study of Torah is equal to them all; for they all as-
cend to G-d through the inner dimension of the heart with greater intensity, and far, far higher

than their ascent to G-d through the outer dimension of the heart.” End of quotation.
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This is like what we say in the prayer of Shabbos and Yom Tov, “Sanctify us with Your command-
ments,” even though we [already] bless, “who has sanctified us with His commandments,” [mean-
ing| that He has already sanctified us.
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But [we say it] because the ascent of the performance of the mitzvos to G-d has levels and grada-
tions, one above the other. And see what is explained in the explanation on the verse “And I will be-

troth you to Me.”
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and in the discourse beginning “Binding his foal to the vine,” on the meaning of “as the command-
ments of Your will”; and at the end of the discourse beginning “And you shall make holy
garments.” And from this it will be understood how, through the inner dimension of the heart,
which is the level of “Righteousness shall walk before Him,” then also the level of “and He will set

on the way of His steps,” from above to below, is from a higher level, etc.
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And see what is explained in Parshas Vayeishev on the verse “And I will give you places to walk
(mahalchim),” etc. And in the same way one will understand why Moshe asked to enter the Land: so
that all the mitzvos would be fulfilled through him specifically,
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as is found in the Gemara at the end of the first chapter of Sotah. And at the end of the book Pri
HaAretz they raised a difficulty on the wording “and they will all be fulfilled through me,” for he
should have said, “and I will fulfill all the mitzvos,” etc.
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But according to what is explained [here], it is well: for the mitzvos themselves, when they would be
done through Moshe, would be from a higher level, etc.; as is understood from what is explained at
the end of the discourse beginning “And you shall make holy garments,” mentioned above, on the
matter of the three levels there are, in general, in the performance of the mitzvos, etc. And see what
is explained in the explanation on the verse “And your appearance is comely.”
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From Iggeres HaKodesh mentioned above it is implied that “and He will set on the way of His

steps” refers to the ascent of Torah and mitzvos from below to above; and this is in the manner of

the Arizal’s second explanation in the commentary on Sifra DiTzeniusa there (p. 119a, at the

beginning),
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that “her way” means the source from which the level of the mocha setimaah (the hidden brain) of

Atik is drawn, etc. However, according to what is written [here], that the meaning of “and He will set

on the way” is from above to below, down to the level of the end of action,
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this follows the Arizal’s first explanation mentioned above.) And this is [the meaning of] “For His
kindness has prevailed over us, and the truth of G-d is forever”: that the truth of G-d is drawn from
above to below, to be vested in the world. And there is no truth
bl elals 27 NI°R [19°9 Dy Ax] 2”AYR WA 12 HPJ'TE‘ NOAOW 72 By Ar] B”YN T2ANRT N7 °D 771N RPN
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but Torah. For the attribute of love, even though it is to cleave to Him truly, is nevertheless only the
truth of man, and this is not yet the truth of G-d.
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For the truth of G-d is that He is One and there is nothing else, and there is no one to love at all; and
no thought can grasp Him (leis machshavah tefisa bei) in His very self, as it were, except as He is

grasped in the Torah,
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which is His will, may He be blessed; and “the Torah and the Holy One, blessed be He, are entirely
one.” (And see what is explained at the end of the discourse beginning “And I appeared to
Avraham,” on the meaning of “but by My Name Havayah I did not make Myself known to them,”
and what is explained on this there, in the discourse beginning “And Elokim spoke, etc. And I ap-
peared, etc.”)
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Therefore it is written, “G-d is near to all who call upon Him, to all who call upon Him in truth”:
this is Torah specifically (and see Sefer Shel Beinonim, ch. 35, in the gloss; and see what is ex-
plained on the verse “And Moshe wrote”).
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And this is [the meaning of] “My tongue shall respond (ta’an) with Your word.” The meaning of
ta’an is like the matter of what they said, “he responds after him what he says”: because he does not
say it himself
W2 DOWNWNT PRAYS NIPDD TV [mivwn by Tonn] 1PYRT TIT 99N S99 DR IR ANy P9

787 922 KX JNANR AWK JNNRR K7 79900 %0 JNONRR 1wk N

but only responds after others. So David, the king, peace be upon him, prayed on behalf of the
whole of Israel, who are rooted in his soul: “My tongue shall respond with Your word”; for the
Torah is “Your word,” which You have said and which has already gone forth from Your mouth.
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And so it is now as well; for every day we bless “who gives the Torah,” for He gives it to us every
day, as it is written, “And I have placed My words in your mouth,” etc.
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Only that I respond after You what You bring forth from my mouth, which is the revelation of the
word of G-d in the utterances of my mouth, the level of “and the truth of G-d is forever”; and I do

nothing at all, but am like one who responds to what others say.
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(And this is an additional and tremendous virtue in occupation with Torah, and not everyone mer-
its it; as is explained in the discourse beginning “Who is enthroned on high,” that this is the matter
of Rav Yehudah: that there are two levels in occupation with Torah, the level of a servant, etc.; see

there.
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But on Shemini Atzeres the souls of Israel merit and receive this level, that there be truly “And I

have placed My words in your mouth.” And see in the Zohar, Bereishis (p. 4b), on the matter of
“And I have placed My words in your mouth,” in the commentary of the Ramaz there.)

13'? IR 12°772) 71102 °y1 RN anT XDX N1D107 om0 %t T°N°020 ¥°7° 5%a1 19INAY 7Y 13

rarfagai b skl lrielhlala

And this comes about through the fact that first, “and in the shadow of My hand I have covered
you,” the seven days of Sukkos, “the shade of faith” (tzila dimeheimenusa) (and see nearby). And

from where do I merit this? Because “all Your commandments are righteousness (tzedek).”

7910 NIZR 2Y NIYI93Y 900 TPIE5 a3 TPYNN XONW PIE °naD Mownn on nignm Bo 0o
5719 2919

For all the mitzvos are drawings-down to the level of tzedek, so that it be raised to the level of “be-
fore You shall walk”; and in particular through the mitzvos of sukkah and lulav, as mentioned

above.
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And from there is drawn the level of “and He will set on the way of His steps,” that the end of action
and the word of G-d be revealed at the level of “and the truth of G-d is forever.” And this is the level
of “And G-d has caused you to declare (he’emircha) this day”: that He brings about the saying in

you and brings it forth from your mouth:
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3. And this is [the meaning of] “on the eighth day,” after the days of Sukkos, in which there was

drawn to them the level of great love in delights mentioned above, the level of “For His kindness

has prevailed over us.”
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And then on the eighth day, which is a higher and loftier level, “there shall be an atzeres for you”:
that it will draw down to you the level of “and the truth of G-d is forever,” the level of “And G-d has

caused you to declare,” etc.
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And this is the matter of the level of “kisses,” which is the bonding of Chochmah, Binah and Daas
with Chochmah, Binah and Daas in complete unity. And this is a great principle and sound counsel
also in all occupation with Torah: to know faithfully that the Mishnah or the Gemara or the codi-

fiers that one studies
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have already been said, and it is the very word of G-d, and he is only like one who responds, as
mentioned above. Only that on Shemini Atzeres this drawing-down is brought about to this level,

as mentioned above.
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Only first there must be fulfilled what is written before it, “You have caused G-d to declare (he’e-
marta) this day,” also a causative form: that we cause and draw down the saying of the Torah and its
descent to the lower realms, through the cleaving of our souls to the Infinite Light, blessed be He,
in the great love mentioned above, as mentioned above regarding “an atzeres to Havayah your
G-d.”
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The matter is as our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Whoever reads and studies, the Holy One,
blessed be He, reads and studies opposite him.” The meaning is that through an arousal from be-
low [there is] an arousal from above; and “spirit brings spirit” from below upward “and draws

down spirit,” and the word of G-d, from above to below; and this is called “opposite him.”
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Because the speech and thought of a person in occupation with Torah bear no comparison to the
word of G-d that he draws down at that time; therefore it is not truly vested in it, but is at the level of
“opposite him.”
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The meaning is that it hovers over him in the mode of an encompassing [light] (makif) (and as sev-

eral explanations are given elsewhere on the matter of how He encompasses the worlds).
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And through this will be understood the saying of our Sages, of blessed memory, “The Torah pre-
ceded the world by two thousand years.” For according to its plain sense it is not understood, since
before the world was created there was no level of time at all; so how can one speak of two thousand

years?
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But the matter is that “the Torah and the Holy One, blessed be He, are entirely one,” for it is His
will, may He be blessed, and He and His will are one, He who encompasses all worlds (sovev kol
almin). And in order to be vested in the world, it needed to be vested in the level of Chochmah and
Binah, which are themselves the level of “two thousand (alpayim) years”: “I will teach you (a’ale-

phcha) Chochmah, I will teach you
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Binah,” etc. (And the explanation of the matter, regarding Shemini Atzeres being the level of “there
shall be an atzeres for you” in actuality, [as against] what is said of the seventh day of Pesach, “an
atzeres to Havayah your G-d”: the matter is as it is written, “And he is like a bridegroom (chasan)
coming out of his canopy.” Chasan is in the singular. And sometimes it says “the jubilation of

bridegrooms (chasanim),” in the plural.
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And the matter is that “on the day of his wedding” is the Giving of the Torah. For chasan [means]
“going down a level” (nachis darga): the descent and drawing down of the Infinite Light below.

Therefore the Torah was given with five voices; a voice (kol) is a drawing-down.
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For in order for the Torah to be drawn down from above to the very bottom, there are in this five
levels of drawing-down, one after another: the first, the drawing of the Infinite Light into
Chochmabh, “Iwill teach you Chochmah, I will teach you Binah”; the second, from Chochmah to the
emotive attributes (middos); and afterwards into thought, speech and action; as is explained

elsewhere.
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But in general there are two levels of chasan. The first is the drawing of the light into the
Chochmah of Atzilus; this is the Torah as it is above, and the Chochmah shines throughout the
whole World of Atzilus.
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The second is a further, second descent: what is drawn down to be vested in the Torah of Beriah,
which is only the level of “the fallen fruit (novlos) of the supernal Chochmah”; whereas of the very
essence of supernal Chochmabh it is said, “but My face shall not be seen”; as is explained in Iggeres

HaKodesh on the verse “He wraps Himself in light.”
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And so it is written in Likkutei Torah at the beginning of Parshas Bereishis, that the Torah that is
before us is called “the Torah of Beriah.” And see what is explained on this in Parshas Eikev, re-
garding the blessing for the land [in Grace after Meals], that this is the matter of “for Your Torah
that You taught us”: for “Your Torah” means the Torah as it is in Atzilus, and “that You taught us”

means as it was drawn down into Beriah.
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And see what is explained on this subject in Parshas Shelach, in the discourse beginning “I [am
Havayah your G-d]” of the section of tzitzis, on the meaning of “His desire is in the Torah of G-d,
and in his Torah he meditates.” And see what is explained on the subject of the two levels of chasan
in the discourse beginning “The Song of Songs,” and in the discourse beginning “You have cap-

tured my heart,” in Parshas Pinchas.
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But there is yet a further, surpassing virtue: to be at the level of “And he is like a bridegroom,”
namely the revelation of the inner dimension of the Torah in the time to come, when that very
drawing-down that is in the inner dimension of the supernal Chochmah of Atzilus, which is above

the order of hishtalshelus, will be revealed also truly below, in Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah.
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It follows that there will be only one level of chasan, for the revelation will be below truly as it is

above. And see what is explained in the discourse beginning “When you hearken to the voice,” [on]

what is vested within the voice,
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which is what is above the level of the five voices themselves, etc. And in exactly the same way one
will understand the difference between the level of ordinary occupation with Torah and the level of
“My tongue shall respond with Your word”: the level of “shall respond,” etc., means that “Your

word” itself,
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as the Torah is above, is drawn down and vested in the mouth of the one who studies; and this is the
matter of truly “And I have placed My words in your mouth,” only that I respond after You.
Whereas in ordinary occupation with Torah, it is only the level of an illumination from the super-

nal speech that is drawn down below.
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And this is the difference between the seventh day of Pesach, of which it is said, “an atzeres to
Havayah your G-d,” which is the matter of the drawing-down into the Torah that is above: that from
the level of “For Havayah your G-d is a consuming fire,” which, like the nature of fire, withdraws,

etc., there will be drawn a drawing-down into Torah and mitzvos.
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But even so, this drawing-down itself, as it is above, is not drawn down and revealed below, but
only the level of “fallen fruit,” etc. But on Shemini Atzeres, of which it is said, “there shall be an
atzeres for you,” it means that this very drawing-down that is above is drawn down and revealed

below, to you, truly.)
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On the Eighth Day, There Shall Be an Atzeres for You
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“On the eighth day, there shall be an atzeres (assembly) for you.” Now, regarding all the festivals it
is written, “You shall make the Pesach to Havayah your G-d,” [and] “You shall make the festival of
Shavuos to Havayah your G-d.” But regarding Sukkos it is written, in Parshas Emor, “And you shall
celebrate it as a festival to G-d.”
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This means that [we] bring joy to the Holy One, blessed be He, as in the saying, “And Israel, who
sanctify Your Name, will rejoice in You”: that Israel, who sanctify Your Name, bring the joy into You.
And there is no joy except with wine, as it is written regarding wine, “which gladdens G-d and

men,” etc.
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And [we need] to understand this: how is there joy above, in Him, may He be blessed, who has no
bodily form, etc.? (See also what is written on the verse “I will greatly rejoice in Havayah,” and, re-
garding Purim, in the explanation of “Sing joyfully, you righteous, in Havayah.”) Now, it is written,

“A wise son makes a father rejoice.”
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Meaning, by way of analogy: a father who wishes to understand his son’s wisdom hides himself
from him, in order to know and recognize the son’s wisdom: [whether]| he will understand that this
hiding and concealment is not
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[for any purpose] except that the son should seek him and find him. And then the father’s joy grows

great because of his son’s wisdom and his recognition of this, for he will search for him with a thor-

ough search, to pursue him.
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So too, it is written, “In the concealment (bakeseh), for the day of our festival”: that He hides and

conceals Himself on Rosh Hashanah so that the joy will grow great at the festival of Sukkos.

1ORD [y nx] ¥R TIRANY 2APY° TPRD VAWM P70 RIT (mwa wxa) 777 730 00 T AT IR0
5y 1PRTPTAY 2PY 2 TIOWD PR N AMIARR DY vawn 1P7 N1PTD XD %17 11°K) INRIWT ponon
QIR WY 9o

And the explanation of this matter: Rosh Hashanabh is the day of judgment, “a judgment for the G-d
of Yaakov,” when He shows Himself as though His indwelling departs, and He wishes only that
there be judgment and justice concerning His G-dliness, may He be blessed, [as to] how [it is] to

dwell in Yaakov. And all of a person’s deeds are scrutinized,
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to bring into judgment all the drawings-down of His G-dliness that each and every one drew down
upon his soul, according to the level of his standing, in the past year, and all that he will yet draw
down upon himself in the future, in this year, and whether he is worthy of it. And so it is as though

He hides Himself from him, etc.
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However, [regarding| “And I will surely hide My face on that day,” written in Parshas Vayeilech: the

hiding and concealment in this is not a true hiding and concealment, for the sake of the conceal-

ment itself, as if to say that it is the ultimate aim of what is intended, G-d forbid, like true anger,

G-d forbid.
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Rather, it is so that one will seek His face, and so that a revelation of G-dliness, may He be blessed,
will be revealed on the festival of Sukkos, that He did so: so that it be [the time of| our joy, that the
joy grow great through the revealing from concealment to revelation.
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And this is “And I will surely hide My face on that day”: that is, the level of “And the Levite, he (hu),

shall perform [the service],” which is the level of “wine that gladdens G-d and men,” as is explained

elsewhere.
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Therefore we seek His face in all the prayers and supplications from Rosh Hashanah until Yom

Kippur, with Malchiyos, Zichronos and Shofaros, and we cry out, “King, King,” to draw His king-

ship upon us, from Rosh Hashanah until Yom Kippur;
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that is, the revelation of His will (ratzon), as it is written, “May G-d make His face shine upon you.”
By way of analogy, it is like when a man sins against another man: [the other] is angry with him,

and when he seeks his face, he forgives him
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and removes from him his face of wrath and shows him a face of love and favor (ratzon), to reveal

his love to him. So too G-d, may He be blessed, forgives the sins of His people and removes from

them the face of anger and concealment,
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openly revealing to them the light of His face, as it is written, “May G-d make His face shine upon
you,” until on the festival of Sukkos the glory of G-d is revealed from concealment to revelation;
and therefore it is “the time of our joy.” And this is what is written, “May G-d lift up His face to you.”
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“Lift up” (yisa) is from the term for withdrawal and lifting His face upward; that is to say, He with-
draws Himself, as it were, from him, and appears with His face of anger and judgment. And why all
this? For the sake of “to you”:
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that is, so that the revelation of His G-dliness, may He be blessed, be drawn down from conceal-
ment to revelation; and then the joy will be all the greater. [See also what is written
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in the discourse beginning “You shall draw water,” on the matter of “A wise son makes a father re-
joice,” etc., and in the Zohar, Part I, folio 22a and folio 60b; Part III, folio 74b, and folio 279, end of
side b.]
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2. Now, the cause that brings about the concealment and hiding is what is written, “Your iniquities

separate between you, etc.” And [we need] to understand this, for it is written, “Even darkness is not

dark for You, and night shines like day; darkness is as light.” So how can sin, which is darkness, be

a separation over against the light of G-d?
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But there are two levels: the level of the outer dimension (chitzoniyus) and the level of the inner di-
mension (pnimiyus). The outer dimension is what brings all the created beings into being from
nothing to something and gives life to all of them, which comes from the level of the outer dimen-

sion of His kingship (Malchus), may He be blessed, as is explained elsewhere.
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And on this level there is no separation or concealment that hides and conceals His light, may He
be blessed, as it is written, “The whole earth is full of His glory,” and it is written, “And His kingship

rules over all.”
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But the inner level is the matter of the drawings-down of His G-dliness and holiness upon us from
the level of the inner dimension of His will, may He be blessed; and it is specifically on this level
that “your iniquities separate between you,” so that it is not revealed and does not shine among

you, within the innermost point of the heart.
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(See Iggeres HaTeshuvah, chapters 4-5; and see also what is written in Parshas Tetzaveh on the
verse “And you shall make a tzitz,” in the explanation, and the matter of the iron partition that sep-
arates between Israel, etc.; and see also what is written at the end of the discourse beginning “For

the conductor, on the Sheminis.”) For it is written, “Face to face, etc.”
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[This means] that in a person, too, there are levels of the inner dimension (pnimiyus) and the outer

dimension (chitzoniyus). The outer dimension is what is written, “For they have turned their back

to Me, etc.,” as is explained elsewhere; and the inner dimension is the name for what
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is the essence of his will, his aim and his desire. And these two levels exist both in “turning from
evil” and in “doing good.” For regarding turning from evil it is written, “Your iniquities separate,

etc.”; and regarding doing good,
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we say, “Every knee shall bend to You, and every stature shall bow down before You”: that there are
two levels, the level of bending the knee (kri’ah) and the level of bowing down (hishtachavayah).
For all of them accept upon themselves the yoke of the kingdom of Heaven and declare His oneness

in the Shema.
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But not all faces are alike: there is one who is not so gripped in his heart, “in the inward part of a

man and a deep heart,” to the point of
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the soul’s expiring (klos hanefesh), to nullify his will completely, until he has no other will at all

apart from His service, may He be blessed, and the Torah of G-d, [so] that his desire be only [in it];

rather, he stays where he stood, and in his [former]| state he remains,
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as before the Shema; and it is only the level of acknowledgment (hodaah), in which he acknowl-
edges and agrees in his heart that there is nothing else besides Him and nothing apart from Him,

and that “everything before Him is considered as nothing.”
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But the sitra achra (the other side) is not subdued, such that all the will of the body and its powers
would be subjugated to do the will of his G-dly soul in absolute truth. And this level is called bend-
ing the knee (kri’ah). (And this is what is said in the Zohar) (Bereishis, folio 42b), “Here is
bending,”
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that is, in the Chamber of Hod, which is the level of acknowledgment (hodaah): he bends on his
knees, which are “outside the body,” for the body stays standing in its place. By contrast, the com-

plete nullification of his will and the soul’s expiring toward Him, may He be blessed,
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to cleave to Him in the innermost point of his heart: this is the level of bowing down (hish-
tachavayah), in which he bends his stature and his head, where the source of Daas is. For the desire

of the heart (re’usa deliba) is drawn forth because he binds his mind (daas) firmly to the greatness
of G-d,
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and then it enters into the depth of the heart and touches the soul, the level of the very innermost
point of his heart, until the sitra achra is subdued and he has no other will at all. And this is “And
every stature shall bow down before You”: for an upright stature depends on the lifting of the head,

which is the matter of Daas.
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(And see on the virtue of bowing down in [Bereishis|] Rabbah, [Parshas| Vayeira, chapter 56; and
see also what is written at the end of the discourse beginning “And it shall be on that day, [a great
shofar] shall be blown,” on the matter of “and they shall bow down to G-d,” and at the end of the
discourse beginning “And it shall be, from one new moon [to the next],” on the matter of “to bow
down before Me.” And [we need] to explain what is said in the Zohar) (Bereishis, folio 43b), “Here is

bowing down,”
wnl AAw TR N2 RIAW TR0 7AY RIT A% 9D (% qwax] SPHRY MR 9972 0T
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that is, in the Chamber of Netzach. And it can be explained that Netzach is a branch of Chochmah,
which is the level of sight, from which bowing down and self-nullification (bittul) are drawn, for
hearing is not comparable to seeing.
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And this is because Hod is a branch of Binah, which is the level of hearing, etc. And this is what is

written in Pri Etz Chaim, on the kavanah of the evening prayer of Shabbos: that on weekdays she is

in Hod, and in the evening prayer of Shabbos she is also in Netzach.
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And this is because regarding Shabbos it is written, “And G-d blessed the seventh day,” and, as is
known, blessing is higher than the level of acknowledgment (hodaah); as is written on the verse

“Zion shall be redeemed with justice”; see there.
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And it seems more [correct to explain this| according to what is written in the discourse beginning
“A psalm, a song of the dedication of the House”: that there are two levels in bowing down. That is,
an outer bowing down, which subdues the body so that it will not rebel against the King in actual
deed,
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but the essence of the will and the inner dimension of the soul are not nullified, etc.; whereas bow-
ing down on the level of the inner dimension is the level of “Nullify your will before His will,” so

that he has no other will or desire at all.
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3. And this is the matter of the whole order of service from Rosh Hashanah until Yom Kippur, with
Malchiyos, Zichronos and Shofaros, and the prayers and supplications from Rosh Hashanah until

Yom Kippur: to rise from the level of bending the knee to the level of bowing down.
2% DT NP0 7N 5R 1199R 1739 T°R °N° INAMRY 13187 N1PRCID 0719977 8103 TPANN %K)
NP7 T°12 WpPaR °1 7°10 DR "19 WP 525 TnR 7’? w13

And then, on Yom Kippur, the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of His will and His love, may He be
blessed, is revealed, and He makes His face shine toward us, into the innermost point of the heart;
as it is written, “On Your behalf my heart said, ‘Seek My face’; Your face, G-d, I will seek”: “Your
face” specifically,
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which is the level of the inner dimension of His love, may He be blessed, and of His will, may He be

blessed. And this is through teshuvah (return), for the essence of teshuvah is regret in the heart,
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that is, to uproot the will, so that he will no longer want at all to return to his folly. And through this

the sitra achra (the other side) is subdued, and “the glory of G-d is revealed”: “May G-d make His

face shine,”
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for “G-d desires His people”; as in the parable of a person who forgives his fellow after [the other]
regrets and shows him that he no longer has any will or desire for the thing in which he wronged

him; and through this he will win his favor, and he will again have compassion on him.
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And this is “Every native (ezrach) in Israel shall dwell in sukkos.” Meaning: “the native” is that
which shines (zore’ach) and gives light in Israel, within the innermost point of the heart.
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(See also what is written on the verse “See, I [set before you],” in the explanation of “Of Eisan the
Ezrachite,” and in Iggeres HaKodesh, at its end, on the verse “And charity like a mighty (eisan)
stream.”) “Shall dwell in sukkos,” “the time of our joy,” through the illumination and revelation

that was revealed on Yom Kippur, as mentioned above.
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And this is the matter of the order of taking the lulav and the esrog. For our Sages, of blessed mem-
ory, said (in Midrash Rabbah, Parshas Emor, chapter thirty):
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“‘The fruit of a beautiful tree (pri etz hadar)’: this is the Holy One, blessed be He, etc.” And they
also said, “‘The fruit of a beautiful tree’: [a fruit] that dwells (hadar) in its tree, etc.”; for “man is a
tree of the field.”

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/sukkos/ 73



LIKKUTEI TORAH - SUKKOS - MAAMAR 4 9% 1°nn NAxYy °1nwn 01°2

DN Y 173y RIT ATW0 PY? PWnl 0TR IRIND MAT R0IT MnT Y1 WD n7apn ot oIRa o
L(R7Y 1°XT7Y 279 17T 91K 712 71 1°°31) K72 wUnd

Meaning: “man” — this is the Holy One, blessed be He, as it is written, “And upon the likeness of
the throne, a likeness like the appearance of a man”; He is likened to a tree of the field, and this is
the matter of the Tree of Life, as is explained elsewhere. (And see on this in the Zohar, Emor, folio
96b and folio 97a.)
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And “dwells in its tree”: this is the level of the inner dimension of the tree, which is the matter of
the inner dimension of the love that Havayah has for us, as it is written, “You have captured my
heart, my sister, [my] bride, etc.” For the love is, by way of analogy, on the level of the innermost
point of the heart: “Israel dwell in the chamber of the heart,” and His love for them is wondrous.
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(And this is what is written in Mishnas Chassidim, Tractate Oros Z’eir Anpin, chapter 3, mishnah 7:
“And in its inner dimension, etc.” This was explained above in Song of Songs, on the verse “There
are sixty, etc.; one is my dove, my perfect one”; see there the explanation of the words of the
Mishnas Chassidim cited above. And “my perfect one” (tamasi) [is read] “my twin” (teomasi): to

this the twin leaf (tiyomes) of the lulav also alludes.)
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And the esrog is joined with the lulav, which is the tallest of its kind; that is, the root that is rooted
above, which makes fruit below in Israel: the level of lo lev (“a heart for Him”), to be one heart
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for Him alone, may He be blessed, and to cleave to Him, that is, to the level of His very Essence and
Being, may He be blessed, with cleaving and passionate desire from the depth of the heart, to call

Him “my heart,” as it is written, “the Rock of my heart”:
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for He is, as it were, the innermost point of his heart, and he has no other heart but “the Rock of my
heart.” And we wave the lulav to the six directions, for the waving is the matter of arousal
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(as is written in the book Emek HaMelech, Sha’ar Sha’ashuei HaMelech; and see also what is writ-
ten in Parshas Shelach on the verse “I [am Havayah your G-d], etc.,” of the section of tzitzis, in the
explanation of the matter of the saying of our Sages, of blessed memory, “When Israel say, ‘Amen,

yehei shmei rabba mevarach,’ the Holy One, blessed be He, nods His head, etc.”)
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And [the waving] is to arouse, in the extending outward, the level of the inner dimension of Daas,
which is the root and sustenance of the emotive attributes (middos) that are revealed in the heart,
for they are drawn from it; and in the bringing back to a person’s chest, [to arouse] the innermost
point of the heart of the person himself, so that it have “the native in Israel,” that it shine and give

light in the revelation of his heart.
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And this is the matter of “festivals for joy”: that there be joy before Him, may He be blessed, in the
revelation of His love from concealment to revelation; and as it is written, “And you shall celebrate

it as a festival to G-d,” as mentioned above.
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4. But “On the eighth day, there shall be an atzeres for you”: for the eighth day is Simchas Torah.
And the Torah is called a crown (keser), as in the saying of our Sages, of blessed memory, “the
crown of Torah.” And likewise, the 613 mitzvos of the Torah and the seven mitzvos of the Rabbis

add up to 620 [the numerical value of keser].
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And so too our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “One who makes use of the crown (taga) passes
away”: this refers to one who makes use of someone who studies halachos, which is called “the
crown of the King.” And this is, by way of analogy, like a king who loves someone very much, and

because of his love he takes his crown off his head and gives it to the one he loves. So too,
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in G-d’s love, and in His joy with which He rejoices, He takes His crown, as it were, off His head and
gave it to them (and see also what is written at the end of the discourse beginning “Let them bring
royal garments”). And this is the crown of Torah: the Torah comes forth from Chochmah, but its

root is far, far higher than the level of the supernal Chochmah.
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And this is “And He has raised up a horn, etc.”: that He gives a great exaltation, without end, far,
far above the level of the revelation of the light of His countenance, etc.
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(For the level of the shining of the countenance is a mere glimmer, drawn from this level of the
crown of Torah. See what is written elsewhere in the explanation on the verse “These are the jour-
neys, etc.,” [on] “And Moshe wrote”: that the level of the light of His countenance is called the
tikkun “and truth,” which is called “the seal of the Holy One, blessed be He”; and the seal is the lev-

el of Asiyah (action) relative to the essence of His great Name.
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And in this way, Shemini Atzeres is above the level of the seal of Hoshana Rabbah; as is written
elsewhere on the verse “The righteous acts of His open cities, etc.” And see also what is written in
Parshas Vayeishev, in the discourse beginning “On the twenty-fifth of Kislev,” [on] the level of “a
helmet of salvation,” to draw down the level of “the splendor of the countenance.”
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That is, the level of “a helmet of salvation” is the source of the splendor of the countenance, and it

is called “A crown of glory is old age, etc.”; a crown (ateres) is the level of keser and atarah.) And

this is because Israel are “the people near to Him.”
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And this is “there shall be an atzeres for you.” Meaning: atzeres, as its Targum [renders it], kenishu
(gathering): that the acceptance of His kingship, may He be blessed, through the crown of Torah, is
gathered and collected to be for you a keeping for the whole year.
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And this is as it is written, “You shall surely set a king over yourself”: which is through the Torah
and the mitzvos, for it is the King’s command.
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(And see the Zohar, Emor, folio 96, end of side b; and see below, on the verse “On the eighth day he

sent away, etc.”) And the joy for G-d will be great, greater than the joy of the soul in its cleaving to

the living G-d, until the joy is called
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only by the name gilah (see the Zohar, end of Parshas Pinchas, folio 259b). Meaning: simchah is
from the term for the revealing of gladness, while gilah is the matter of the joy that is within him.
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As it iswritten, “The children of Zion will exult (yagilu) in their King”: for out of the awe of the king
the joy is gathered within him, and the gladness is not seen. (And see also what is written on the
verse “I will greatly rejoice, etc.; my soul will exult, etc.”; and see also what is written at the end of

the discourse beginning “And it was, when Pharaoh sent.”)
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And this is “And all hearts shall fear You, and all innards and kidneys shall sing to Your Name”: be-
cause the hearts fear You and accept Your kingship upon themselves, there is joy and song only in
the innards and kidneys. (See also what is written on this in Parshas Va’eschanan, on the verse

“And you shall know this day.”)
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And this is atzeres: that the joy and gilah are absorbed and hidden within the level of the awe of the
yoke of the kingdom of Heaven, which one accepts upon oneself for the whole year, to fulfill the 620
commandments of the King with love and good will.
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(And the drawing down of awe from the level of the crown of Torah will be understood further from
what is written in Parshas Mikeitz, in the explanation of the verse “For You are my lamp,” and re-
garding Shavuos, in the discourse beginning “And G-d spoke, etc.,” and from what is written in the
discourse beginning “Blow the shofar on the new moon,” in the explanation of “For with You is for-

giveness, so that You may be feared.”
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Now, it must be explained: above, on the verse “I will greatly rejoice,” it was explained that the level
of gilah, “my soul will exult,” is the level of Rosh Hashanah. But one who studies the Zohar) (Par-

shas Pinchas, folio 214b) will understand the matter:
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for since the Ten Days of Teshuvah are the level of “His left hand is under my head,” from this

there is drawn trembling and awe, so that it is “exult with trembling”; and Sukkos, since it is the

9

level of “and His right hand embraces me,” is therefore the level of “I will greatly rejoice” and

simchah.
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But Shemini Atzeres, since then is the union of the body (zivuga degufa), is the level of Tiferes,

which includes Chesed and Gevurah, which are the two arms, as is written in the Zohar, Terumah

(175b),
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that it “holds on to this one and holds on to that one.” And therefore, because it includes the two
levels together, the joy is the level of gilah, etc., like “And all hearts shall fear You, and all innards
and kidneys shall sing to Your Name,” as mentioned above.
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(And see the Zohar, Part I, 64b, on the matter of “On the day of Shemini Atzeres,” and folio 208b;
and at the end of Part I, sections 24 and 25; Part II, 135a; Part III, 96b, 104b, 259b, and folio 214b.)
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An abridgment on [the verse] “On the eighth day, an atzeres, etc.,” [beginning]| “And regarding all

the festivals.”
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(1) The explanation of “A wise son makes a father rejoice”: when the son understands that the hid-

ing in which his father hides himself from him is only so that he will search for him.
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And this is “in the concealment”: Rosh Hashanah, the day of judgment. And this is the matter of the
nesirah (sawing apart) on Rosh Hashanah, which is the withdrawal of the inner dimension of the
intellect (mochin) from the emotive attributes (middos). But the purpose of the covering, “for the
day of our festival,” is the revelation on the festival of Sukkos,

FPAPT2 TR DRV AR AW AN [nwn ne nawyal NPWYA 171D DOWRANY DOWENRY Y 1170
9 an wrno

that is, through searching for and seeking His face during the Ten Days of Teshuvah. And this is
“makes a father rejoice”: that [we| bring joy to the Holy One, blessed be He, as it is written, “a festi-
val to G-d.”
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And in this way it is said, “And I will wait for G-d, who hides His face from the house of Yaakov.” (2)
And what causes the hiding is the level of “your iniquities separate”: relative to the level of revela-
tion from the inner dimension, this is a separating screen. It is something like what our Sages, of
blessed memory, said regarding the light that was created on the first day: since He looked at the

deeds, etc.,
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He arose and hid it away from them. And something similar will be understood regarding the reve-
lation of the inner dimension. For it must be in the manner of “Face to face He spoke”: that in a

person, too, there are an outer dimension and an inner dimension.
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That is, even in “doing good.” And this is the difference between the level of “And every knee shall

bend to You,” which is only the level of acknowledgment (hodaah),
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and he bends on his knees, which are “outside the body”; and “And every stature shall bow down
before You,” in which he bends his stature and his head, where the source of Daas is.
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And in this way our Sages, of blessed memory, said that the Shechinah (Divine Presence) rests only
on people of stature: the intent is that all ten Sefiros of the soul be revealed in him, on the level of
“And every stature shall bow down before You.” (3) And this is the order of service from Rosh

Hashanah to Yom Kippur: to rise from the level of bending the knee to the level of bowing down.
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And this is the matter of the prostrations in the order of the [Temple] service in the Musaf of Yom
Kippur; and through this there is drawn down “May G-d make His face shine upon you.” “Before

Havayah you shall be purified”: the inner dimension of the Name Havayah.
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And this is “And you shall take for yourselves on the first day the fruit of a beautiful tree”: this is the
Holy One, blessed be He, etc.; and also “a beautiful tree” is the level of “man is a tree of the field.”
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And the fruit of the tree is the source of the souls of the tzaddikim, which is the level of “dwelling in
its tree.” And the lulav: lo lev (“a heart for Him”), the level of “the Rock of my heart and my portion
is G-d forever.” And also “This, your stature, is like a palm tree” is the level of “And every stature
shall bow down before You.”
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“And you shall rejoice before G-d”: the joy through the revelation of the intellect (mochin),
Chochmah, Binah and Daas, etc., for “A wise son makes a father rejoice”: that the mochin of Abba
also come into revelation, etc. And this is “And you shall rejoice,” as when one grasps a new idea he
is filled with delight and joy.
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(4) But “On the eighth day, an atzeres,” which is Simchas Torah: that is, the level of the crown of
Torah, which is above the intellect (mochin), shines,
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like the skull (gulgalta) that covers the brain, since it is from a level that is above graspable intel-
lect. See what is written in the explanation on the verse “I am Havayah your G-d,” of the section of

tzitzis.
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And this is “And He has raised up a horn.” And then, “there shall be an atzeres for you”: the enter-
ing and gathering of the mochin under the skull (gulgalta) and the crown that hovers over them,
on the level of “Nullify your will” completely.
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And see also what is written in the discourse beginning “You shall keep My Shabbosos,” on the
matter of keser as in the term “Wait (kaser) for me a little”; and what is written at the end of the dis-
course beginning “And [G-d] spoke, etc., in the wilderness of Sinai,”
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on the matter of “Lift up the head, etc.,” “by their skulls, from twenty years old, etc.”; see there.
And the meaning of atzeres is that the joy is absorbed and hidden within the level of the awe of the

yoke of the kingdom of Heaven, until the joy is called
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only by the name gilah, in the manner of “And all hearts shall fear You, and all innards and kidneys
shall sing”; and see also what is written on this in the discourse beginning “And you shall know this

day and take to [your heart].”
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And it can be explained that from Rosh Hashanah until Shemini Atzeres there are three crowns.
That is: on Rosh Hashanah, “Say before Me [verses of] kingship (Malchiyos)”: this is the drawing
down of the crown of kingship.
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And on Yom Kippur, the crown of priesthood, for the High Priest enters the innermost sanctum
and draws down [the level of] “And every stature shall bow down before You.” And the ascents of
the souls, in the manner of “When you raise up the lamps, toward the face of [the menorah], etc.”;
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and afterward the crown of Torah, on Shemini Atzeres, is the drawing down from above to below.
And “Study is great, for it leads to action”: the level of the crown of a good name.
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And one may note, regarding the matter of “There are three crowns, etc.,” and the crown of a good
name, something similar to what was explained in the discourse beginning “Who can count, etc.,”

regarding the explanation of “the fourth part of Israel.”
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