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An explanation of the matter of “I am black, yet comely.” This is the statement of the Community of

Israel (Knesses Yisrael) to “the daughters of Jerusalem,” who are the souls divested of the body.
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The matter is this: the Shechinah is Malchus of Atzilus, which enclothes itself in [the worlds of]
Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, [as it is written,] “that I may dwell in their midst,” [and] “Who dwells
with them in the midst of their impurity.” She is the one who says, “I am black, and nevertheless

comely.”
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And the explanation of “the daughters of Jerusalem” is this: at first the souls were included [in their
source] in the state of gestation (ibbur) in Atzilus, and afterwards they are drawn down in the state
of birth (leidah) into Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah (and see what is written on this in the discourse

beginning “The sea saw and fled”).
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And then they became limited beings, for the level of the Infinite (Ein Sof) exists only in Atzilus,
where the illumination of the kav and the thread of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) comes to an end,
etc. (and see what is written on this in the explanation of the verse “Who has counted the dust of

Yaakov™).
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This is not so in Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah. Needless to say the angels—Michael with love and
Gavriel with awe and fear, and likewise [those who say| “Holy” in the twelve hours, etc.—all of them
are in a state of limitation, etc.; and the angels who accused and said, “What is man?”—He

stretched out His finger, etc.,
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for they cannot receive more than the level of limit and measure that is in them. And this is what is
written, “to make known to the sons of man His mighty deeds, and the glory of the splendor of His
kingship”: that not the whole measure of His kingship, blessed be He, is enclothed in them,
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but only glory and radiance; and even so, this radiance, slight and tiny as it is, is splendor (hadar)

to them, etc. And not only [angels], but even souls,
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such as the souls of the Patriarchs, Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov: there is a level of Avraham,
Yitzchak and Yaakov in Atzilus, where “He and His life-forces are one”; but the Avraham, Yitzchak

and Yaakov that are in Beriah are in the state of limited beings, etc.
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And this state of limitation comes with the birth of the souls into Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah. Not

so in the state of gestation in Atzilus: there “He and His life-forces and His vessels are one.”
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For there the Infinite Light shines. And these souls that are in the state of gestation are called “the
daughters of Jerusalem”: because they are in the state of gestation within Malchus they are called
“daughters,” and they are called by the name of Jerusalem (Yerushalayim) because they receive
complete awe (yirah shalem), the perfection of awe, in a state of true self-nullification (bittul), [that

of] “He and His life-forces are one,” which is at the level of Atzilus.
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Now the Shechinah’s saying to them, “I am black, and nevertheless comely”: “I am black” in [her]
descent among limited beings, for blackness came about through bitterness over how very far she

is from the higher unity (yichuda ila’ah).
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And over this great compassion is aroused, as in the saying, “G-d of the world, in Your abundant

mercy,” etc. And then Malchus is called “swarthy” (shecharchores): two aspects of blackness.
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The first is from the bitterness mentioned above. And “from my flesh I behold” the bitterness a per-
son [feels| in his soul, so as to arouse great compassion upon his soul, the seat of this bitterness

being in the heart, in the left chamber, which is full of blood, etc.
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And of this level of bitterness in Malchus it is written, “for the sun has gazed upon me.” That is: the
higher unity, which is called “a sun and a shield”—“has gazed upon me”: when [ remember the lev-
el of the higher unity, a state of blackness and bitterness comes about, as mentioned above. And as
[the Zohar] explains in Parshas Tazria (page 45b): “for the sun has gazed upon me”—that the sun

has withdrawn from me, from shining for me, etc.
NT°7° 9P 90 *°0 LIRAT YPwATR 19110 91 NIZN (13725 anot ieman anxs] PPTIRD 1P 1) 00y
119 1 10 RWAY 231 PONORT 2N RIT IR %P [wpna mea) PPANA PRY 7A12 11000 37927 o

100 Ypwnwn

See there. (And this is the meaning of the saying of our Sages, of blessed memory, that the mitzvah
of the Chanukah lamp is “from when the sun sets.” That is: the main descent of Malchus into
Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah is at the time when the Holy Temple is not standing, and then it is the
state of “the sun has withdrawn from me,” etc.; and this is the meaning of “from when the sun

sets.”
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And it is through the Chanukah lamp that she is given light, as is written on this in the explanation
of the verse “Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion,” etc.: light, oil and wick, etc., are all drawn down

below as well, etc.; see there.
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Now the mitzvah of the Chanukah lamp is of the words of the Scribes (divrei soferim), which is the

level of the source of the light, etc., and through it the level of “and comely” is drawn into the level

of “I am black,” as mentioned above.) And the second blackness is the descent itself, to be en-

clothed in the practical mitzvos; and [this is| not only because “the sun has gazed upon me,”
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but because of the physicality of the descent itself, being enclothed in physical things, with which

the mitzvos are performed: offerings from animals, tzitzis from wool, tefillin from parchment, etc.
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(And see what is written in Parshas Bamidbar, at the end of the discourse beginning “And [G-d]
spoke, etc., in the wilderness of Sinai,” on the level and degree of the compassion of the twelve
tribes, to arouse compassion upon the spark of G-dliness that descended from its place of glory,

etc.,
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and the compassion of the level of the seventy souls who came forth from Yaakov’s loins, to arouse
exceedingly great compassion upon one’s soul: not only on account of the descent, that it descend-
ed from its place of glory, but also that it became enclothed in the material body; see there.
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And this is the matter of the two aspects of blackness mentioned above: the first, that she descend-
ed from her place of glory; the second, that she also became enclothed in the material body, etc.)
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Now this is her consolation: although “I am black,” nevertheless “and comely,” for from this very
blackness the level of “and comely” comes about. For

x9vo] R”BDO RYDINNR TIT W 132 NIRI2N 27 AR Y 117 PIN°A0 M°02w Manwn >y 10

19 PPNOX [x7mx

through the blackness that lies in the bitterness of distance—of this it is said, “and much produce
comes through the strength of the ox,” for “when the sitra achra is subdued, [the glory of the Holy

One, blessed be He,] rises,” etc.
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And through the blackness of being enclothed in the practical mitzvos: the mitzvos are the 613
paths, and together with the seven rabbinic [mitzvos, they are] 620, the level of Keser,
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that is, the supernal will. For there is a lower will, which extends from Chochmah and Binah to the
emotive attributes (middos); but the supernal will is the intermediary between the Emanator and

the emanated, as is known.
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And this is “and comely”—more than “the daughters of Jerusalem,” who are the souls in Atzilus.
For although their abode and dwelling is in Atzilus itself and they have no descent into Beriah,

Yetzirah and Asiyah,
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their life-force (chayus) and existence are from the level of letters, for the 600,000 souls are the
600,000 letters of the Torah, and the letters are the level of vessels; only the souls are from the in-
ner dimension of the vessels, but vessels they are nonetheless. Not so through the descent of
Malchus:
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she rises to the level of the lights (and see what is written on this on the verse “And I will make [your
windows] of kadkod”), and not only that, but she rises ever higher, to the loftiest heights, to the

very essence of the simple Infinite One (Ein Sof), etc.
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“As the tents of Kedar.” Avraham, from whom there came forth, etc.: the level of Kedar, dross and
refuse. Yet nevertheless there is in it some small life-force of holiness, for otherwise it would cease

to be and perish;
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only that life-force is in the manner of an encompassing [light] (makif). And this is the matter of the
frankincense (levonah) among the eleven spices of the incense: for ten spices are enclothed in the
kelipos, and the eleventh is in the manner of an encompassing [light], for it is white (lavan) in its

essence, etc.
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And this is “as the tents of Kedar”: they have a tent and an encompassing [light]. So too I have a
level of a tent and an encompassing [light], from the level of the higher unity (yichuda ila’ah)—“for

the sun has gazed upon me,” etc., “a sun and a shield,” etc.
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(That is to say: if there is a level of encompassing [light] that gives life to them, who derive from the
shattering of the vessels, etc., how much more so, many times over, are higher encompassing
[lights] drawn down through fulfilling the practical mitzvos, which are the rectification and refine-

ment of kelipas nogah, so as to bring about “and you shall eradicate the evil,” etc.
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And see what is written below, at the end of the discourse beginning “To a mare among Pharaoh’s
chariots I have likened you,” and see the discourse beginning “And it came to pass when Pharaoh

sent,” on the matter of “for those who do His will, how much more so0.”)
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“As the curtains of Shlomo”: more exalted encompassing [lights]. For there are [two] levels in the
encompassing [lights]: the first, those that are revealed now; and the second, those that come to
revelation only in the days of Mashiach (and see what is written on this in Parshas Shemos, in the

explanation of the verse “[In days] to come Yaakov will take root,” etc.).
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And these are called “the curtains of Shlomo” after the verse, “Or let him take hold of My strength,

let him make peace (shalom) with Me.” Explanation: the matter of peace is the joining of two

opposites,
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that is, that supernal lights, whose nature is to rise and withdraw upward, should shine below. And
“peace” twice: [peace] in the household above and [in the household] below. The household below:

the joining of
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Malchus of Atzilus, to become Atik to Beriah; and the household above: that there be a drawing
down and joining from the level of the Infinite (Ein Sof), [as it is written,] “You made them all with
wisdom,” for Chochmabh is called action, physicality, before Him, blessed be He, [so as] to become
Atik to Atzilus
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(and see what is written on this in the discourse beginning “Go forth and behold... King Shlomo”).
And whoever engages in Torah for its own sake, by reading the letters of the Torah, draws this
down.
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And this is “[all] who call upon Him in truth.” “In truth”—this is the Torah, for Chochmah is called
truth, [and] “the Torah comes forth from Chochmah,” etc.
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“And they call upon Him in truth” means: within truth they call Him and draw Him down, etc. And

it is called “the curtains of Shlomo” with a hei: the higher hei and the lower hei.
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Now the matter of shalom and Shlomo themselves is at the level of His enclothing in the worlds,
making peace between them. But “as the curtains of Shlomo” refers to higher encompassing

[lights], and there is nothing corresponding to them in the kelipos at all.
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For “the tents of Kedar,” the level of frankincense, stand opposite the level of the encompassing
[light] of holiness; but opposite “the curtains of Shlomo” there is no counterpart at all, and this will

be revealed specifically in the time to come, etc.
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And this is “I am black” with the two kinds of blackness mentioned above, and nevertheless “and
comely,” as mentioned above. Now all this is also alluded to in the verse, “Before the hoary head

(seivah) you shall rise,” etc.
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Explanation: “seivah” is what is written, “and the hair of His head like clean wool,” for the hairs are
at the level of whiteness, and they are the many laws in the positive commandments. And “honor
the face of the elder (zaken)” is what is written, “His locks are wavy, black as a raven,” as our Sages,

of blessed memory, said, that “zaken” means one who has acquired wisdom.
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And they are the laws that were drawn down and extended into the prohibitive commandments,
etc. And “you shall fear your G-d”: this is the words of the Scribes and the seven rabbinic mitzvos,
as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “The words of the Scribes are more stringent than the words

of Torah”; “I am Havayah,” for all is one.
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