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Our Rabbis taught: How does one dance before the bride? Beis Shammai say: “A bride as she is.”
And Beis Hillel say: “A bride lovely and graced.”
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Now, the bride (kallah) is the level of “my soul pines” (kalsah nafshi), that is, the level of the expir-
ing of the soul (klos hanefesh) that is present in every spark of the souls of Israel, to be included in
and to cleave to G-d, may He be blessed.
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And this love is present in them constantly, as it is written, “So that glory may sing praise to You”:
[it] “calls constantly and does not subside.” And even in those of lesser worth, the unlearned and

transgressors, there is this level of love,
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except that it is not felt in their soul in a revealed way (and see what is written in the discourse be-
ginning “I am black,” [on] “black fire,” which is the matter of the love being hidden); rather, it is at
the level of an encompassing [light] (makif), from above; and “even though he does not see, his

mazal [the root of his soul above] sees.”
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2. But in order to bring this love, which is called by the name “bride,” out of concealment into rev-
elation, so that it shines in their soul in a revealed way: about this our Sages, of blessed memory,

asked, “How does one dance, etc.?”

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shir-hashirim/40/ 2



LIKKUTEI TORAH - SHIR HASHIRIM - MAAMAR 40 %118 Wra nb:n 9357? "9'f|7j7: %99 TJ:j an...

SRAW °PI 97V NIPDY MN12AT >Nan DWW ORHY N°2 N2 %3 11 ROW NIND Pxew 1] B3 10K
PMINTIR QW 93 19 717 DY 27 (> 271IRY 17393

Beis Shammai said, “As she is, etc.” For since Beis Shammai have their root in the level of the su-
pernal Gevuros (powers of restraint), they are therefore called Shammai, in the sense of what our
Sages, of blessed memory, said on the verse “And he who appraises (vesham) [his] way, etc.”:

“Whoever appraises (sham) his paths.”
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That is, he weighs his ways, how and what [each] is. This means: according to the measure of the

turning from evil, so will there afterward be a drawing down from the level of the “bride,” the ex-

piring of the soul, which is from above.
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And this is [the meaning of] “a bride as she is”: that is, as the ascent from below is, from the level of
subjugation (iskafya), from turning from evil, whether much or little, so will be the drawing down

of the level of the revelation of the expiring of the soul in his soul
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(and as is explained in the discourse beginning “And her father hears... and annuls, etc.,” and in the sec-
ond discourse beginning “I am black and comely,” concerning the matter of the negative commandments
and the words of the Scribes, which are the level of iskafya; and through this “a spirit from on high will be

poured upon him,” and by this his animal soul, too, will be elevated, etc.; see there).
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3. But Beis Hillel, whose root is from the level of the Chassadim (kindnesses), disagree with Beis
Shammai: the drawing down should not be according to the ascent; rather, on the contrary, first
there should be a drawing down from above to below, and then, of themselves, all the external
forces, which “are not Havayah’s,” will fall away.
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That is, the “do good” should come before the “turn from evil,” for a little light dispels much dark-

ness. And therefore they are called Hillel, from the expression “When His lamp shone (behilo) over
my head.”
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And Hillel is also from the expression of praise and laudation (hillul): that is, through praises, in

contemplating the greatness of G-d, evil falls away of itself. (And see what is written in the dis-

course beginning “For as the earth brings forth its growth,” concerning “will cause righteousness

and praise to sprout.”)
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And this is [the meaning of] “Draw me; we will run after You”: [the running] is from below to above,

and that is, through first “Draw me,” from above to below; through this, of itself, “we will run after

You,” etc. And see what is written on this in the discourse beginning “A man, when he brings near

from among you,” and in the discourse beginning “Take the count of the sons of Gershon.”
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And this is the meaning of “a bride lovely and graced”: chasudah (“graced”) is a passive form, as is
known to the grammarians, that chasid and chasidah are adjectives, etc., but chasudah, with a

melupum [the vowel u], is a passive participle:
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that is, she is made chasudah through the drawing down of supernal Chesed from above to below,

so that there is a revelation of G-dliness; then the evil falls away of itself,
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and there will be the level of the revelation of the expiring of the soul in his soul, so that she is “a
lovely bride,” and “Israel, in whom I take glory,” even [if she is] lame and even blind, for before
Him [all] is equal, and He makes [all] equal; “If you are righteous, etc.” And this is [the meaning of]

what is written, “Then the lame shall leap like a deer, etc.”
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And see what is written on this in the discourse beginning “And I will betroth you to Me.” And this
is [the meaning of] what is written, “Supernal kindness—he shall not falter”: that through the reve-
lation of the Chassadim from above to below, the evil is then pushed away of itself and becomes as

though it had never been, and the level of love will be fixed in his heart like a peg that will not falter.
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(And see what is written in the second discourse beginning “If in My statutes (bechukosai)”: that for there
to be the level of engravings (chakikos) in the soul, like a vessel that needs engraving from without and
from within, this is through Pesukei deZimra (the Verses of Praise), which are called praise (hillul), “The
exaltations of G-d are in their throat,” etc., and through fulfilling the mitzvos, etc. And see what is written

at the end of the discourse beginning “And now, I pray, let [it] be great.”)
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Whereas according to the words of Beis Shammai, there must first be “turn from evil,” and it is im-

possible for this to be complete; and therefore they said, “As she is,” but not “even [if she is] lame
and blind.”
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[And Beis Shammai’s words: “Distance yourself from a false word”; and Beis Hillel’s answer is akin to what
is written in the Midrash Rabbah, section 8, on the matter of Kindness and Truth: Kindness says, “Let him

be created, for he is entirely full of kindnesses,” even though he is not of truth, etc.; see there.
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And as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, that “from ‘not for its own sake’ one comes to ‘for its own
sake.’”]
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But as for what is said, “How does one dance”: what is this matter? The matter is that, in order for
there to be a joining of groom and bride, who are two opposites, opposed to each other, for the
groom is the level of a drawing down from above to below, like water that descends from a high

place,
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for he is the level of the giver (mashpia), who bestows from above to below; and the bride is the lev-

el of the recipient (mekabel), from below to above, as explained above, that kallah (“bride”) is

kalsah nafshi (“my soul pines”), etc.; and this is like fire, which rises in a flame, also from below to

above;
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and so they are two opposites, like water and fire. And for there to be a union of groom and bride, it

is as our Sages, of blessed memory, said on the verse “He makes peace in His heights”: between the

prince of water, etc.;
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that is, through drawing down a level that is higher than the scope of the two, through which they

are nullified of their existence and are able to become equal together.
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And this is so here too, through the chuppah (wedding canopy): for “over all the glory, a canopy” is
the level of the drawing down of the supernal encompassing [lights] (makifim) from the level of the
light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin); through this the groom and the bride are

joined together.
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And this is [the meaning of] “How does one dance before the bride”: the meaning of “before (lifnei)
the bride” is above the bride, that is, the drawing down of the level of the light that encompasses all
worlds (sovev kol almin), the supernal encompassing [lights] (makifim). How and through what is it

drawn down? To this he said, “How does one dance”: that it is drawn down through dancing.
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For dancing is with the feet, the level of the light that fills all worlds (memalei kol almin), drawn
from above, from the level of the outer dimension (chitzoniyus) of the makif, the light that encom-
passes all worlds. (And see what is written at the end of the discourse beginning “The voice of my
beloved,” on the matter of “leaping and skipping,” and in the discourse beginning “And he shall

wave the omer.”)
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For the inner dimension (pnimiyus) cannot be contained. And therefore honor is given to the

groom and bride, and they are lifted and raised up, that is, in order to elevate them to the level of
the light that encompasses all worlds, which is the level of makif.
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And see what is written at the end of the discourse beginning “This is the dedication of the altar.”
And this is [the meaning of] what is written, “Havayah is righteous in all His ways”: which is the

level of joining, “peace in the household above,” etc.
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And see what is written on the meaning of dancing, regarding “The mountains danced like rams,”
in the discourse beginning “The sea saw and fled,” and regarding “Then the maiden shall rejoice in

the dance,” in the discourse beginning “On the eighth day he sent away.”

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shir-hashirim/40/ 8



LikuteiTorah.com
THE CHASSIDISHE PARSHA

About this edition

This edition contains the Hebrew text and the English translation.
The Hebrew text of Likkutei Torah: © Kehot Publication Society, via Sefaria, CC BY-NC 4.0; formatting adapted.

Our English translation, made from the Hebrew without Kehot’s notes: CC BY-NC 4.0.

This edition as a whole: CC BY-NC 4.0. Shuls, schools and non-profit projects may copy, print and share it freely, and may
ask for donations to cover the cost of printing; it may never be sold. Credit Kehot Publication Society and likuteitorah.com.
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

English translation: prepared for likuteitorah.com with AI assistance (claude-code/opus-5.5) and checked against the Hebrew
and against Sefaria; not yet reviewed by a human editor. Please check anything important against the Hebrew.

The Rebbe asked that the maamarim of the week’s parsha, the “Chassidishe Parsha,” be learned during that week, spread over
its seven days (Sichah of Shabbos Parshas Vayakhel 5725 - Toras Menachem vol. 42, pp. 306-309). Why learn it, and the
Rebbe’s brachos: likuteitorah.com/about/the-chassidishe-parsha/

A free, non-commercial project; nothing here is sold. Not affiliated with Kehot, Sefaria or the Lubavitch Library. ©
likuteitorah.com

From likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shir-hashirim/40/
DEDICATED IN HONOR OF

Dot TARDTINIW Prxd "% 531 ’?3117?3?! 1IRA7 T23% wIPIn
Dedicated in honor of the Rebbe’s father, Reb Levi Yitzchok

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shir-hashirim/40/ 9



